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The Scriptural lessons for the First Sunday of the Season of Advent have always to do with the Lord’s 
return in glory to judge both the living and the dead.  We confess that this will occur whenever we recite 
the Creed; and Advent is given to us as a time to reflect upon this reality and then prepare for it.  We must 
be ready to meet Jesus face to face. 

Naturally, therefore, the moral component of this preparation comes to the fore.  St. Paul says in the 
Epistle today that we prepare for the Lord’s coming by making no “provision for the flesh,” that is, by 
avoiding “reveling and drunkenness…debauchery and licentiousness…quarreling and jealousy.”  All of 
these sins draw us away from the Lord, and we avoid them precisely because they are so contrary to 
charity, both towards God and our fellow man. 

But sins like these, and all sins that the Church calls grave matter, also imperil one’s soul regardless 
of whether Jesus comes today or tomorrow.  If we die and must face our particular judgment without 
having repented of all our mortal sins, we could be condemned by the Lord before the end of time, which 
is to say, immediately upon our death.  This is why the Church commends confession to all the faithful 
during the season of Advent.  I am even wearing violet vestments, the color of penitence and fasting, in 
order to remind you to have your souls washed clean in the Blood of the Lamb. 

What Jesus reveals, however, is that our concern in preparing for His return must not be merely for 
ourselves.  He shows, by using the example of the householder, that there is a communal component to 
the Judgment Day.  Jesus says, “Know this, that if the householder had known in what part of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have watched and would not have let his house be broken into.”  
Obviously, the thief does not come only to steal from the householder personally and to harm only the 
person of the head of the house.  He comes, rather, for everything and everyone. 

Since the home is the domestic Church and the place where the members of the family first learn how 
to love as Jesus loved, it only makes sense that we must be vigilant about the state of the souls of those 
with whom we live.  This principle applies especially for the parents who are stewards of the children, but 
it is not hard for us to imagine a circumstance in which it would be wise for the children to rebuke the 
parents.  The point is that we have a responsibility to care for each other spiritually as well as materially.  
If we want to truly flourish, we must have in mind the souls of those we love, even as we take care of 
their material needs. 

I am not sending you home today, however, to nitpick the moral lives of those with whom you reside.  
What we must first address are those ways of living that impact negatively on not just the person 



committing the sin, but also those in close proximity who are technically innocent.  For example, we 
would not tolerate our child operating a meth lab in his bedroom, because we ourselves do not want to get 
arrested.  Yes, it’s bad for him, but such an activity could drag us down, too.  To know about it and 
remain silent establishes our guilt, along with his. 

For purposes of the household’s moral health, then, we can’t wink and nod at practices that may well 
be legal, for which we can’t get arrested, but which could get us, or our loved ones, condemned by God, 
nevertheless.  I have in mind here cohabitation, or an irregular marriage, or a believer who refuses to 
assist at Mass, or a habitual drug user or glutton.  The danger is that in one person’s separating himself 
from grace, the entire household is put at risk.  Yes, there is the issue of a poor example, but even more so 
the danger consists in weakening the whole because one person is living outside of grace.  We are all less 
able to resist when one person opts to go it alone.  And if he is not friends with the saints and angels, 
whom is he communing with?  In whose company is he to be found and are his guests now being invited 
into your home? 

These matters must be approached in charity, but they cannot go unaddressed.  The Church is here to 
help you if you perceive an intractable problem or a quarrel that could threaten to scandalize others in the 
home.  But to live in an objective and impenitent state of mortal sin imperils not only the stability of the 
home, but the eternal destiny of those God desires to take to Himself.  We are not to separate ourselves 
from the world and avoid those who commit every manner of wickedness, but neither can we reside with 
those who mock God.  The householder is to keep the thief from breaking into the house.  He must 
evaluate whether the thief is already living under the same roof and, if so, seek his conversion or arrange 
his expulsion. 

If salvation is to be nearer to us now than when we first believed, it is imperative that we not 
cooperate with evil, for in doing so we push salvation further away.  The target here is not the person who 
falls seven times a day and comes each time humbly seeking forgiveness.  Those in the home we must 
confront are the ones who imagine they aren’t wrong and redefine good and evil to suit their bad habits 
and poorly formed consciences.  A responsible householder knows what it means to be ready to meet 
Jesus. 

So reform your life.  Go to confession this Advent season and be absolved so that you may remain in 
a state of grace.  But don’t imagine for one second that this call does not apply to every Catholic living 
under your roof.  It does; and if the prospect of broaching these subjects terrifies you, come talk to me.  
Together we can help all of the households that make up the universal Church to be as one, ready to meet 
the Lord when He comes. 


