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Ten years ago this month we had as a parish an experience very similar to the incident described in 
today’s Gospel.  Those of you who are familiar with the story or who actually lived through it will forgive 
my relating it again, because the many new parishioners we’ve gained since then need also to hear it. 

Our diocese was erected in January 2012, so I went that month to see Bishop Joseph Bambera, my 
bishop at the time, about buying one of the closed churches from the previous consolidation process.  He 
had told me already that he would not sell a church to one of his own priests, but he said that once I was a 
priest in the Ordinariate, he would do so.  With this understanding, he gave me permission to canvas our 
members as to whether we could raise the $200,000 asking price for this campus, St. Joseph Church in 
Providence, closed the year before. 

On February 19th, ten years ago this month, we had a meeting in the Parish Hall of St. Clare Church, 
where we were sheltered at the time; and I explained how we might soon have a permanent home.  It was 
truly a moment of putting the nets down for a catch at Jesus’ command, for we had no money in reserve.  
Nor do we now.  Indeed, unbeknownst to me, Bishop Bambera had already written a letter to Msgr. 
Steenson, our now-retired Ordinary, indicating he had no confidence we could raise the money to 
purchase this church, while assuring him at the same time that there would always be a place for us in the 
Diocese of Scranton. 

Within two and a half weeks we had raised over $200,000, and the Vicar General of the Diocese of 
Scranton, Fr. Brian Clarke, called to ask how things were going.  I told him about our fundraising success 
and asked him if he knew about Venerable Maria Kaupas, who had founded the sisters of St. Casimir 
from this very church.  He told me he had not heard of her but that he thought the Holy Spirit was at 
work, and we would keep St. Joseph Church in the family, and that he would call the realtor and tell him 
we would be the ones purchasing the St. Joseph Church campus. 

Fr. Clarke was right, of course.  The Holy Spirit was at work, and since that time we have attributed 
to God alone the massive haul we took that month.  Starting from zero, by May 8th that year we had the 
deed, the first property owned by the Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter.  And just as all those fish St. 
Peter took in were not for him, but rather to demonstrate God’s providence in His new endeavor, as a 
fisher of men, so the Lord has shown He will take care of us. 

I am recounting this bit of our parish history because we are soon to have another parish meeting, 
almost ten years to the day since the one in 2012.  Our purpose will be to receive again input with regard 
to a master plan that we will forward to our chancery in Houston.  This initiative is the Bishop’s.  Again, I 



can take no credit.  But it is a very helpful process for us to undertake, considering all the projects we 
have before us: the room our school needs to expand, Our Lady of Providence Shrine, the need for more 
lavatories—especially one that is not at the front of the church, and our playground that we never 
finished. 

In other words, we are approaching another moment when we shall need to put the nets down for a 
catch.  I don’t know where the money is going to come from to complete this work, just as I didn’t know 
the Lord’s provenance ten years ago.  But I do know that if our vision for the future ministry of this parish 
is the Lord’s will, then He will provide for it, as He has thus far. 

So please come to the meeting two weeks from today immediately following the 10:00 A.M. Mass.  It 
will not be a fundraiser, as we do not have permission to run a capital campaign, as I had permission to do 
ten years ago.  This will be purely informative, and I desire the feedback of those who have built this 
work to where it is today.  Moreover, since I anticipate your involvement in our future ministries, it is 
important that the missionary outpost from which we operate is one you believe in and can get behind. 

The twin keys to our success, such as it may be, will be to exhibit the traits that St. Peter did in his 
encounter with Jesus in today’s Gospel.  One, we will need to be obedient to the Lord’s call.  That’s 
obvious enough.  But we must also approach this call with the same humility St. Peter demonstrated when 
he saw the great haul of fish.  The Lord has not called us to this because we deserve it.  He does not wish 
to do some great work through us because we are so great.  In fact, quite the opposite.  Our weakness and 
unworthiness make it all the more apparent that God did it, not us.  That was plain to Bishop Bambera ten 
years ago.  As we move forward, may it be clear to all we may be blessed to encounter and, by God’s 
help, clear also to all those we draw closer to the Throne of Grace. 

 
 
 


