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Today’s Gospel has special meaning for all those of us who have come home to the Catholic Church, 
the Church from which our ancestors departed in many cases hundreds of years ago.  Having belonged to 
communions that aided and abetted the disunity that Jesus abhors, we are all prodigal sons who have 
sought the Lord’s mercy and received a loving welcome.  Indeed, the painting that can be seen behind 
each guest on “The Journey Home,” EWTN’s showcase of converts to the Catholic Faith, is Rembrandt’s 
depiction of the return of the Prodigal Son. 

So it is interesting to note, based on the incredibly generous treatment we have all received, that the 
father does not allow the prodigal son to complete the speech he had prepared for his return.  He says, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”  
Having already run to him, embraced him, and kissed him, this is where the father cuts him off.  Without 
letting him speak any more words, the father gets for him the best robe, a ring on his hand, shoes on his 
feet, and the meat of the fatted calf in his stomach.  The son had intended to continue, “Treat me as one of 
your hired servants,” but the father will not even hear it, instead showering his son with love and 
affection, making clear the joy he feels over the sinner who has repented. 

We should easily see the parallels in our own experience.  Despite our sin against the unity of the 
Church, we have never been treated like a hired servant.  Whatever we may in fact have deserved, we 
have instead been given our own Parish, even our own Diocese; and Holy Mother Church has made me, 
the former teacher of errors and heresies, your Pastor.  Far from being punished for our misdeeds, the 
Church has seen fit to vest me in Her finest robes, so that I may feed you the Food we once denied.  This 
is an unfathomable generosity, one reflective of the generosity we see articulated by our Lord in today’s 
parable. 

We can glean several important lessons from what we’ve heard and witnessed in our own lives.  First, 
the Church exalts those who humble themselves.  We see this obviously in the lives of those men and 
women who have been canonized Saints, every one of them an example of humility in the face of God’s 
greatness.  But we also see it in the mechanisms by which such people garnered authority within the 
Church.  The Church is the world’s biggest and greatest meritocracy, the preeminent institution that 
rewards people based on merit, rather than wealth, social standing, blood lines, or prestige.  St. John Paul 
II had none of those going for him, the gifts that the world so treasures.  Yet his nakedness in that regard 
was no impediment to his becoming Pope, precisely because he did have the gifts of humility, kindness, 
patience, and  charity, to say nothing of his genius.  Thus, we are all the beneficiaries of a system that 
rewards the sincerely humble. 



Second, we see that the Father’s forgiveness is so great that there is no eternal penalty for those who 
repent, however great the sinner’s misdeeds.  Once we have received the indelible mark of our Savior at 
baptism, we are forever sons and daughters of the King of heaven and earth.  We will never be treated as 
hired servants, if we come before the Throne of Grace as humble supplicants, remorseful for our many 
offenses.  We may have to make reparation in other ways, but we will not suffer the deprivation of hell, 
nor the public humiliation accorded to those incapable of saying sorry.  God is just; yet His desire for life 
is such that He will give life to all those who know they don’t deserve life.  We need only repent. 

Finally, our parable teaches us that all the members of our Catholic family should rejoice whenever a 
prodigal son returns home.  The older brother is rebuked for his anger, his self-pity, and his failure to be 
grateful that his own brother did not die in his sins.  The father’s perspective must be ours, especially 
when notorious and infamous sinners make their way back to the Father’s loving embrace.  We can’t be 
like those who would have such still hang.   

Again, our own experience helps here.  We met our share of older brothers during our journey into 
the Church.  But it was the perspective of the Father, personified in Bishop Joseph Martino and Msgr. 
William Feldcamp, that prevailed.  Those two men played the role of the father in our saga, interceding 
for us, and reminding all the older brothers who opposed us that our repentance was sincere and that the 
Church does not hold grudges against those who come crawling to her begging for help.  Nor should we 
forget that those men were in the position to do us this favor because God promotes in His Church the 
truly meritorious.  The older brother did not get his way, the father did; and God’s grace has abounded in 
this work of mercy, we must conclude, because mercy and generosity towards his prodigal sons is what 
God wants. 

Therefore, all of our ministries must be marked with this same mercy and generosity towards the 
penitent.  We will welcome everyone as we have been welcomed.  But we would also do well to be 
prepared to answer those who yet question the wisdom of the father’s largesse.  We find that answer in 
the Father’s kind words to his older son:  “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.”  If 
our detractors in the Church have less than they think they should, it could well be that they lack the 
requisite humility.  Or, as the father points out, it may be that the older brother simply hasn’t asked to 
receive what is his. 

 


