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In a few minutes we will undertake the ceremony of the washing of the feet, whereby twelve men of 
the parish, listed in your leaflet, will come forward; and in imitation of Jesus I will wash their feet.  The 
twelve men, obviously, represent the twelve apostles, so until a few years ago the law of the Church 
mandated that all representatives of the apostles be men, just as the representative of the Lord Jesus, your 
priest and pastor, has to be a man as well.  For reasons unknown to me, Pope Francis a few years ago 
permitted, though did not mandate, women’s feet to be washed; so in many parishes today, one could 
forgive parishioners if they wondered exactly whom the twelve people up front represent. 

Since today is the anniversary of the institution of the priesthood and the day that Jesus ordained the 
twelve apostles, I will speak today about why priestly ordination is reserved only to men.  This subject is 
especially pertinent today, as our nation and the West generally have become increasingly confused about 
God’s differentiation between the sexes, a confusion now reflected in the legislation being considered in 
many states across our union.  Some states are passing laws to blur that distinction through the 
indoctrination in the public schools of children as young as first or second grade.  And other states are 
passing laws to prohibit the participation of boys on girls’ athletic teams.  An articulation of why the 
Church ordains only men will go a long way in helping us to explain to our neighbors why God’s plan for 
complementarity between the sexes is so important. 

The first point, of course, is that men and women are not interchangeable.  We note that none of the 
people at the first Mass, the first ordination, and the first washing of the feet  was a woman.  Clearly Jesus 
had women disciples who provided for Him and His disciples, who stood by Him at the foot of the Cross, 
and who were the first witnesses to His Resurrection from the dead.  Yet Jesus did not invite any of those 
very able, very gifted, and very faithful women to the upper room where tonight’s Gospel took place.  He 
very intentionally chose only men to be those who would, “Do this in remembrance of me.” 

It is for this reason, principally, that the Church has said definitively, over and over again, that women 
will never be ordained to the priesthood.  Indeed, they cannot be, since as St. John Paul II wrote in his 
encyclical letter Ordinatio Sacerdotalis from 1994, “In calling only men as his Apostles Christ acted in a 
completely free and sovereign manner.”  Therefore, he declared, “…that the Church has no authority 
whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all 
the Church’s faithful.”  In other words, this subject is no more open to debate than the truth that a person 
born with ovaries is female and a person born with testes is a male.  Paradoxically, and almost laughably, 
if it were not so tragic, the same people proposing that the Church ought to ordain women also refuse to 
acknowledge or profess what exactly a woman is.  We can see that confusion about men’s and women’s 
roles and duties in human society has led inexorably to confusion about what men and women are.  



Indeed, the only constant in arguing with such people is confusion, for they have long ago given up linear 
thinking and logic:  we are at the point now that they’ve abandoned basic biology and science.  
Committed idealogues are not my target here, but rather people who are not confused, whom the deniers 
of male/female complementarity would like to confuse.  

Thus the assertion must be made, without equivocation, that Jesus did not choose only men as 
apostles because men are somehow morally or piously superior.  Our Gospel tonight demonstrates that it 
was the men who failed.   Judas probably never said a single Mass and left the first Mass early so that for 
thirty pieces of silver he could help the people who wanted to kill Jesus.  Then all the first apostles fled 
from the Garden of Gethsemane, rather than stay with Jesus as they had promised.  Then to  round out all 
their cowardice, Peter denied our Lord not once but thrice.  None of those was chosen as the first witness 
of the Resurrection; but rather this privilege fell to the women who never ran away, who ministered to the 
Lord on the Via Dolorosa, and who desired to attend to the Body of Jesus after He had been crucified, 
rising early in the morning to do so.  In other words, the women shored up the men where they were 
weak, and the witness to new life was preserved, just as so often men do the same for women where they 
are weak, and the witness of life  is preserved. 

My point is that sex differentiation was given to us by God to help us, not hinder us, which should be 
obvious since all of us proceeded from the union of one man and one woman.  But in our sinfulness the 
complementarity that God ordained for life from the beginning became competition, from whence death 
is too frequently the result.  God’s solution to this dilemma is to restore the relation between the sexes by 
highlighting for them their particular gifts and how life proceeds from them when those gifts are put to 
use.  The satanic solution to the problem of the battle of the sexes is to blur the difference between men 
and women, reducing our unique gifts to meaninglessness so that the father of lies may advance a sterility 
that deprives the world of graces untold, because in this sterility too few children are born.  So long as we 
imagine that the Lord preserved ordination to men alone in order to restrict our freedom, we play into the 
hands of those who wish to enslave us by sowing confusion.  Freedom begins not when we deny God’s 
word, but when we accept it for what it is and begin trying to see the wisdom in the order given to us. 

For whether we are male or female, the Lord’s words from tonight’s Gospel apply equally to all of us:  
“For I have given you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.”  That is, we are all 
called to be servants, to wash the feet of the disciples, just as Jesus washed the apostles’ feet.  When we 
reduce the priesthood to being something about power and authority only, we have missed the point of 
what Jesus did today, as well as of the sacraments He instituted.  As a priest I will not be judged by how 
original I was, or how much power I accumulated or authority I exercised.  I will be judged based or 
whether I set the example that is better described as self-abnegation than self-fulfillment.  Did I wash the 
feet of the disciples in such a way that all the sheep of my flock were inspired to do the same thing?  Have 
we used the gifts we’ve been given to work in our own particular way for the salvation of souls and the 
building up of Christ’s one, holy, catholic, and Apostolic Church?  To do this, we must do more than stop 
competing with members of the opposite sex:  we have to stop competing with God. 

 
 

 


