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In the Collect of the Day this morning, we asked God that He, “…keep us…under the protection of 
[His] good providence.”  And evidence that He has done so is all around us, especially here in 
Providence, where we decided to host our “Life Is Beautiful” event on this particular day.  When we came 
up with the date months ago, we could not have known that both Roe and Casey would be overturned the 
Friday before, but there was concern about the turn-around time between the wedding yesterday and our 
celebration today.  It turns out the decorations have stayed, and you will be impressed with the beauty 
with which Angela and David adorned their reception.  Our Blessed Mother’s symbol, the rose, the sign 
for decades of the pro-life movement, is all over the place, as is a beautiful tapestry of St. Mary, since 
yesterday was the feast of her Immaculate Heart.  Truly, none of this was contrived or planned. 

And the Gospel this morning is perfectly fitting, as well.  We see James and John proposing death as 
a solution and Jesus rebuking them. Remember that the Samaritans were half-Jews who rejected 
Jerusalem as the holy city and had adopted Mount Gerizim as their place of sacrifice.  That rejection was 
why James and John suggested killing the Samaritans by calling down fire from heaven, but God desired 
their life, not their death; so He told James and John, the Sons of Thunder, to cool it. 

The rejection of Jesus by the enemies of the cross is certainly disconcerting.  If you’ve read the news 
and had a reaction to it similar to that of James and John, it is entirely understandable.  Last night there 
was rioting in Portland again, and the graffiti painted on public and private properties expressly called for 
the death of the Supreme Court of the United States.  Combine that with an assassin showing up at one of 
the justices’ houses, Brett Kavanaugh’s, and we understand their mentality and propensity for violence.  
Crisis pregnancy centers like the one we would like to establish have been attacked and burned in 
multiple states, most recently yesterday morning. 

We must understand that this is violence in defense of violence.  Concerned that their freedom to kill 
at will is threatened, they have responded by threatening to kill.  We should expect this, for the enemies of 
the Prince of Peace have spent the last sixty years promoting death as the solution to an unexpected 
pregnancy.  Why should we be surprised that they propose death as the solution to U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions that they don’t like or agree with? 

However tempted we might be, as were James and John, to call down fire upon the enemies of life, 
Jesus shows us that our response as His disciples must be different.  Not only must we work for the 
conversion of those who now explicitly reject the Lord and worship at false temples of death, we must 
also show the hospitality that Jesus did not receive among the enemies of His people.  And this is 
precisely the reason for our proposed crisis pregnancy center, that in showing hospitality to strangers we 



show hospitality to Jesus Himself.  For He told us, “Even as you did it to the least of these my brethren, 
you did it also to me.” 

Our parish, though, has an additional incentive.  There are at least one dozen people here at Mass 
today who can remember the time that we ourselves needed shelter.  Seventeen years ago today the 
founding members of this parish were not Catholic yet, but even so we had found shelter at St. Clare 
Church in Green Ridge, under the tutelage of Msgr. William Feldcamp.  How many times at that point 
had we, the founding members of this parish, refused the invitation to come home?  Yet our Catholic 
neighbors had not called fire down upon us for our rejection of the Truth.  Nor had God contemplated 
this, as our Gospel makes clear, for He was willing to wait for our conversion. 

The Lord told the Jews when they had reached the Promised Land that, as they had been sojourners in 
Egypt, so they must show hospitality to sojourners in the land of Israel.  Certainly, this applies to us, we 
who were sojourners in Green Ridge before we found our home in Providence; we should now show 
hospitality to those seeking shelter from the storm.  We who were helped by the generosity of so many 
have an obligation to help those who have no where else to go.  In 2005, we weren’t pregnant and afraid, 
but we were once in their shoes, and we weren’t treated like the Samaritans treated Jesus, nor were we 
cursed by God.  Death was not the solution for us in our quandary, but life; and we should now offer the 
same hope to those who are similarly homeless and reliant upon the charity of others. 

If we read ahead in our Bibles, we will see that this patience of Jesus bore much fruit.  After Philip 
preached the word in Samaria, an event we read about in chapter 8 of the Acts of the Apostles, Peter and 
John came down to Samaria, to confirm those who had believed.  You heard that correctly;  the very man 
who had wanted to call down fire upon the Samaritans was just a few years later one of the Apostles who 
reconciled them to Holy Mother Church.  The Lord was more patient than John, and thank God for that.  
We must relish such ironies, knowing that the Samaritans of our own day will in a few years be converted 
in droves; so today we must have patience with them, as Jesus had with us. 

But we also recognize that it was not only the preaching of Philip that converted the Samaritans, but 
also his good works, which corresponded with what he taught.  In undertaking good works like the one 
we have proposed, we show that there is a consistency between our advocacy for life and the good deeds 
we do to back up our preaching.  The Lord’s providence has brought us this far, but not just for our own 
good.  We’re in Providence to provide for others, who are as needy as we once were. 

 


