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Our seminarian, Andrew Westerman, arrived on Friday, so it is fortuitous that our Gospel today has to 
do with those who have been called to be evangelists for the sake of the Kingdom of God.  We hope that 
Andrew will become one of those evangelists and that his time with us will help in his maturation as a 
Christian and thus aid the development of his vocation. 

One major part of being an evangelist is receiving the hospitality of those to whom the Lord has sent 
him.  So we see in this work an exchange happening:  the evangelist shares with the household the gospel 
of Life, and the household provides his wages in feeding and sheltering him.  The Lord says that the 
laborer deserves his wages, even as He calls upon His disciples to heal the sick and proclaim the coming 
of the Kingdom. 

I think that our vocation director, Fr. Rick Kramer, had these verses in mind when he wrote to me 
recently encouraging invitations from the faithful. I have lots of work for Andrew to do on behalf of the 
parish, but we also remember that he is a man in training; so we must train him in those acts? with which 
he does not get very much experience while studying at the North American College in Rome.  Please 
invite him into your home, so that he might share a meal with you, and so that he might gain some 
experience receiving the very hospitality the Lord promises is so important to the spread of the Gospel. 

Naturally, this will require a deviation from the words of Jesus we just heard: “…do not go from 
house to house.”    The Lord does not want his clergy to appear as if they are merely interested in 
advancing themselves, accumulating as many personal patrons as possible.  After all, it is more blessed to 
give than to receive, and we want what we do to comport with what we have said.  However, Andrew is 
not a priest.  He is in training, so we will want him to be exposed to a cross section of the Church; for we 
have no idea right now where he will be stationed throughout the years of his priestly ministry.  If he can 
learn how to mix now, he will be a better priest later. 

Keep in mind he won’t likely be able to heal the sick in your house, either.  The sacramental graces 
by which the seventy were able to fulfill their tasks has not been conferred upon Andrew yet, even if you 
do see him wearing a cassock and his collar.  What he is learning now is how to become so personable 
that the people with whom he interacts become open to the very graces he will be able to share after he is 
ordained:  absolution through the sacrament of penance, as well as the sacrament of the sick—once called 
extreme unction.  Indeed for those who are not baptized at all, he will be able to baptize and confirm, 
even say Mass in the homes of those who request it.  But for now, he’ll move from house to house in 
order that his future stable ministry will prove more fruitful:  so that when he has the authority to 
administer the sacraments, those he encounters will actually want to receive them from him. 



In addition to our hospitality, what Andrew will also require, is our prayers.  Jesus says that the 
harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few, and that we are to pray God will send out laborers into His 
harvest. We are blessed with a good number of vocations in our diocese, but we could always use more.  
The one thing hindering our expansion in those studying for the priesthood is the money to train them.  
We’ll pray Andrew will be provided for materially certainly, but also that he will receive the gifts from 
the Holy Spirit that are necessary for him to fulfill his ministry as a priest.  For example, it takes courage 
to step into strangers’ homes and answer their questions every other night; therefore we will pray that 
Andrew is blessed with the gifts of patience and fortitude throughout this summer. 

What we don’t want to be are those people who will not receive him and whose dust he must shake 
off his feet.  Nor do we want to be the wolves which Jesus warns we are being sent out to confront. I hope 
during his time being mentored here in Scranton, by me and also by you, that he does not encounter from 
our own parishioners what the Lord promised he will indeed suffer.  Let Him receive that training from 
those outside the Church and even later, after his ordination. 

Andrew’s time of studies is supposed to be a period filled with consolations.  Those joys we receive 
in our training to be priests are a prefiguration of the beatific vision and the assurance that, if we endure to 
the end, our “…names are written in heaven.”   In the future, after ordination, when he has experienced 
the rejection, the persecution, the calumny, and the occasional loneliness that invariably come with being 
a faithful steward, he will look back to the consolation he has received with us to remind himself of the 
Lord’s good will for him and the fruitfulness that has been promised. 

Just yesterday I was back in New Haven, where I began my studies for the priesthood.  I have 
returned there almost every year since I graduated because of the consolation that the Lord granted me 
more than twenty-five years ago.  They are an encouragement to me still.  I pray Andrew will one day 
return to us. 

 


