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Luke 14:1, 7-14 

This past week on the 25th, we observed here the Feast of St. Louis IX, the 13th century French king 
after whom St. Louis, Missouri is named.  Earlier this summer we observed the Feast of St. John Fisher, 
the 16th century English martyr who shares the day of his memorial with our Patron, St. Thomas More.  
Both men, one a king and the other a bishop, shared the practice of dining every day with twelve poor 
people invited in from the street.  Those two men took seriously our Lord’s admonition that when giving 
a banquet we are to “invite the poor, the maimed, the lame and the blind.”  They knew that to be blessed, 
they had to undertake the works of mercy, such as feeding the hungry and giving drink to the thirsty. 

Those men set an example for their people.  As the King of France and Bishop of Rochester 
respectively, Saints Louis and John Fisher showed how their fellow Catholics are supposed to live.  They 
both had the means to feed twelve strangers every night, and most of us do not.  But we all do belong to a 
parish, and through the ministrations of our community we are all able to participate in works of mercy 
for which we  cannot be repaid. 

So today I want to remind you that two of your fellow parishioners run Divine Mercy Farm up in 
Mount Pleasant in Wayne County.  Matt and Jess Nickel, whom you are familiar with as teachers at Maria 
Kaupas Academy, have undertaken to feed an order of nuns who are relocating to our part of 
Pennsylvania from Brooklyn, New York.  On numerous occasions they have invited students from our 
parish school to help with this work of mercy—feeding the poor; and there will be more opportunities for 
our students to go north to do the same this upcoming school year.  If you would like to help with this 
corporal work of mercy, talk to them about spending a day or two or three at their farm. 

It is my hope that this work of mercy will act in conjunction with another work of mercy we are 
contemplating.  The Providence Pregnancy Center will witness to the sanctity of human life by offering to 
vulnerable pregnant women material resources and shelter in order that their children may be welcomed 
into a community of love and support.  Naturally, our guests will need to be fed.  Perhaps we will be able 
to invite them to dinner each night with a spread from the Divine Mercy Farm.  If you can’t provide food 
to twelve strangers each night, by participating in another of these ministries you will enter into the 
corporal works of mercy by which the Church is blessed by God. 

I mentioned that these women, at least some of them, will require shelter, yet another of the corporal 
works of mercy—to shelter the homeless.  Later today, a number of parishioners and I will look at a local 
property to see if it is a feasible option for this work, if we could indeed shelter the homeless and feed the 
hungry who desire life for their babies and themselves. 



This kindness that we propose has its origin in the Lord’s requirement that we offer hospitality to 
those in need of it, as Saints Louis and John Fisher were likewise obedient.  But our aim is not only that 
the hungry be fed a meal or that the homeless find shelter for a night.  We hope, rather, that our 
ministrations will lead them to the eternal Supper of the Lamb, that they will come to understand that they 
have a home in heaven.  We feed them to point to the Bread of Life that they need, and we shelter them 
because we desire for them an eternal abode in which the triumph of life over death is celebrated for all 
eternity. 

We do all of this, not because those we hope to serve are Catholic, but because we are Catholic.  For 
the first time since the inception of our school in 2016, a significant minority of our students this year are 
not Catholic.  And we instruct the ignorant and counsel the doubtful on the same basis that we feed the 
hungry and clothe the naked.  Perhaps through our ministrations they will come to know more fully Him 
who is the source of all knowledge and wisdom.  Perhaps in undertaking these spiritual works of mercy, 
our students and their families may come to desire the reconciliation we have known.  

And here is where the first part of today’s Gospel comes in.  If we are to touch the hearts of those 
who need the Bread of Life and the eternal home for which they long, we must undertake all our works of 
mercy, both corporal and spiritual, in the spirit of humility that Jesus describes so clearly in the fourteenth 
chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel.  All people have a strong sense for condescension and triumphalism, and if 
they catch a whiff of either one as we dispense our charity, we will fail in our ultimate goal.  For most 
needy and vulnerable people are happy to receive help when they need it, but they won’t want to join in 
our work and turn to help others if they are made to feel small in the process. 

What God is doing here in Providence is truly awesome and awe-inspiring.  If we want this work to 
be blessed and the fruits to continue, we must be careful at every turn to give God the glory by the 
meekness he expects of all His true servants. 

Both St. Louis and St. John Fisher undertook physical mortifications that became known to the 
Church only after their deaths.  They did so in order to remind themselves daily, even minute by minute, 
that it was their duty not to lord it over the people they fed but to wash the feet of the disciples, that as 
Jesus did to them so they must do to others.  Jesus, the Son of God, has approached us in great humility 
both to feed and shelter us.  May we all ever remember to serve those we help with the same meekness 
with which we ourselves have been served. 


