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The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that families have the natural right, given by God, to 
emigrate from their country of origin.  This right is one most of our ancestors took advantage of in 
coming to this country.  Indeed, it is a right my own grandparents exercised and which my in-laws also 
claimed when they came to this country in the twentieth century.  Our parish has many more immigrants, 
so we must give thanks that successive generations of Americans have welcomed us and our ancestors, in 
observance of God’s law, written on our hearts and affirmed in the positive law of the United States of 
America. 

However, today confusion exists about the right to emigrate precisely because of the chaotic situation 
in our own southern border.  The Border Patrol has counted over two million encounters with emigrants 
from dozens of nations, many of whom have been sent back to Mexico and others who have been released 
into the interior of the United States.  By the government’s own count, the immigration authorities in our 
country, just this year alone, have had no contact at all with at least five hundred thousand persons.  These 
they call “get-aways,” who have crossed the border and been registered in no way with the civil 
authorities. 

This situation has caused so much distress among the faithful that I am regularly fielding questions 
about it.  Just last night one of my sister’s friends from high school called me because she knows that 
what’s happening can’t be right, but she wants to articulate her convictions in light of the Church’s 
teaching with regard to these matters.  Thus, using today’s Gospel, I hope to help you all do the same. 

First, we ought all desire to follow the Lord’s command we heard this morning:  Make friends for 
yourselves by means of unrighteous mammon, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal 
habitation.  Our nation can certainly afford to take in thousands upon thousands of immigrants each year, 
who will be grateful for their chance at life in the land of opportunity.  Our generosity to them in this life 
will redound to our benefit when they die and intercede on our behalf before the Throne of Grace.  We 
can’t take our money with us when we depart this life, but we can build up treasure in heaven.  So making 
friends with millions of people by means of our nation’s wealth is a prudent strategy for happiness in this 
life and the next. 

Second, under the current system, we are not making friends, but enemies.  Because so many of our 
immigrants have no legal status, they are vulnerable to economic, social, and sexual exploitation.  Unlike 
the shrewd steward who reduced the bills of his friends, we are in many cases increasing what these poor 



people owe.  Many came to escape misery; but because of their illegal status and the unscrupulous on our 
side of the border, their misery has increased here, and they have little means to gain redress. 

Thus, we are in violation of what the catechism also teaches in paragraph 2241:  “Political authorities, 
for the sake of the common good for which they are responsible, may make the exercise of the right to 
immigrate subject to various juridical conditions, especially with regard to the immigrants’ duties toward 
their country of adoption.”  Our political authorities are neglecting the common good, because they are 
making most of our immigrants subject to nothing.  In refusing to vet hundreds of thousands of 
immigrants, our leaders are not just failing the citizens of our nation by exposing us to disease, criminal 
activity, smuggling, and perversion.  Our politicians are also failing the very people pouring over our 
open southern border by not giving instruction to them about their duties, nor opportunity to prove 
themselves by sharing how they possess the attributes that will make them the productive and loyal 
citizens our country needs.  Thus, every immigrant falls under a cloud of suspicion, and trust is being 
broken in all our communities as people wonder rightly who’s who and what’s what. 

Therefore, for the sake of justice, both temporal and eternal, in order that we as a nation can give to 
every man his due, both citizens and immigrants, the border has to be closed.  To protect those who live 
here, and to do right by those who come here, the chaos that all of us have seen on the news daily for the 
past year must end.  The rest of paragraph 2241 in the catechism reads,  “Immigrants are obliged to 
respect with gratitude the material and spiritual heritage of the country that receives them, to obey its laws 
and assist in carrying civic burdens.”  We are doing these children of God no favors by helping them 
through lax enforcement to skirt the laws and avoid their obligations to the United States.  This disorder is 
breeding suspicion, resentment, anger, and fear, and as such is grossly imprudent.  Our politicians are the 
dishonest stewards without the shrewdness that our Lord commends.  Nothing in Catholic teaching or in 
the tradition of the Church can be used to defend the chaos our government has allowed. 

Paragraph 2238 of the Catechism reads, “[The] legal collaboration [of those subject to authority] 
includes the right, and at times the duty, to voice their just criticisms of that which seems harmful to the 
dignity of persons and to the good of the community.”  That time is now.  Please write your congressman 
and senators and tell them how wrong is the current situation that obtains with regard to immigration.  
This is not a partisan issue, for both of our political parties are equally guilty for their gross negligence 
going back decades.  We’ve simply reached the breaking point. 

Do not join any protest that is Republican or Democrat.  None of them deserves reelection.  Our 
voice, rather, is a matter of patriotism, desiring the good of the nation in which we are resident aliens.  
Because heaven is our true home, and our first citizenship is to the City of God, we must protest the abuse 
of our citizens and our immigrants.  If we are so blessed, those we help now will thank us when we meet 
in Heaven. 

 
 
 

 

 
 


