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St. Thomas More Catholic Parish 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 

Pre-Lent / Lent 2023 
 

From the Pastor 

 
 
Dear Members & Friends, 
 
Before our Lenten fast begins, I hope you 

will enjoy sausage and pancakes after the 
10AM Mass this Sunday, February 19.  We are 
trying something new this year with regard to 
our Shrove Tuesday tradition, transferring our 
festivities to Sunday, much like the Ordinari-
ate’s Patronal Feast has been transferred from 
February 22 to this Sunday.  We hope thus to 
include more parishioners, knowing how far so 
many of you travel to Mass, making midweek 
events difficult to attend. Indeed, seven Penn-
sylvania counties are represented at church 
every Sunday morning. Therefore, at Mass we 
shall observe the Solemnity of the Chair of St. 
Peter, and after – starting about 11:30AM – we 
will fatten up in the Parish Hall, a fundraiser 
that will help pay for the upcoming pilgrimage 
to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s shrine in Maryland.  
Please find event details later in the newsletter 
and come join us. 

I have preached the past two Sundays 
about how we might prepare for Lent by not 
only fasting from a particular pleasure, but also 
through the adoption of a new piety. We keep 
in mind here the corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy, such as giving shelter to the homeless, 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and 
praying for the living and the dead. Two new 
ministries are taking place at St. Thomas More, 
by which we hope to integrate these works 

towards a common purpose, the salvation of 
souls and bodies to the glory of God. 

First, we have received permission from 
our Ordinary, Bishop Steven Lopes, to operate 
in the St. Joseph Convent a prayer chapel for 
perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  
We are in the process of acquiring a tabernacle 
that allows the individual adorer to expose the 
Host without touching Him. Plus, we have com-
piled a list of potential adorers, each of whom 
will be given a code to permit entrance into the 
chapel at designated times, made possible 
through technological renovations made to the 
space.  The intention of these hours before the 
Blessed Sacrament, under the patronage of 
Our Lady of Ransom, will be for vulnerable 
pregnant women who require aid, even shel-
ter, to preserve the lives of their unborn babies, 
as well as all those who care for these women 
and children.  You are welcome to assist in this 
spiritual work of mercy by becoming an adorer, 
and shortly we will undertake a recruitment 
effort in this regard, once Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday, March 22. 

Second, Bishop Lopes has been entirely 
supportive of our role in establishing the 
Providence Pregnancy Center, a brand new 
501c3 charity dedicated to helping pregnant 
women in need. Already the Center has col-
lected and begun to distribute large amounts 
of items that needy women and children 
require. Plus, St. Thomas More Parish has 
offered space in a building it already owns, so 
that the PPC may shelter as many as four 
women at a time.  Renovations to this house 
will hopefully be completed this year, using 
donations given to the Parish for specifically 
this purpose.  You are welcome to contribute 
to St. Thomas More for this project, as early 
estimates indicate restoration costs will easily 
exceed $120,000.  This campaign is related to 
but separate from the benefit featuring Mark 
Houck that you can read about later in this 
newsletter, the proceeds from which will 
augment only the coffers of the PPC, since it is 
now its own charitable corporation, legally 
separate from the Parish. 

Jessica Freyne is currently the administra-
tor of the PPC.  She and I have visited a couple 

pregnancy centers that are similar to the one 
now forming in Providence, and we will visit 
more. We hope to learn what things vulnerable 
women need and how precisely we can provide 
help. What we know now with absolute cer-
tainty is the necessity of integration, address-
ing both the corporal and spiritual needs of 
those we seek to help, those who seek our 
help. Since God is the author of life, the 
preservation of life makes the most sense in 
reference to Him, who will sustain works of 
mercy that give Him the glory.  Hence, we will 
not restrict our aid to only those who are 
Catholic, but neither will we ever forget or 
obscure that we do this work because we are 
Catholic.   

As you contemplate what Lenten disci-
plines and pious devotions you will adopt, 
please know how grateful we are for the 
donations you made towards the Parish’s 
annual Christmas appeal.  Notes of gratitude to 
individual donors will soon be sent, but I know 
we cannot acknowledge every gift, particularly 
those offered simply by your intercessions on 
our behalf.   For the first time in many years we 
did not end the calendar year in the black, 
falling about $8,000 short, but your generosity 
meant we made much progress meeting our 
obligations to the Chancery in Houston, whose 
support of our mission is both tireless and 
indispensable. Please include in your daily 
intentions Bishop Lopes and the entire chan-
cery staff, whose help in discerning God’s will 
for our Parish helps prosper every initiative 
born of the Holy Spirit.   

With prayers for a fruitful Lent in word 
and deed, I am,  

 
Gratefully yours in Christ,  

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Eric L. Bergman 

More   News 
 



Worship 
 

Masses for Chair of St. Peter,  
St. Joseph, & Annunciation 

Given the respective patronage of our 
church building and our ecclesiastical juris-
diction, two Solemnities that feature prom-
inently in our liturgical cycle at St. Thomas 
More are the Feasts of the Chair of St. Peter 

 
and St. Joseph. Our observance of the former 
will be transferred to the nearest Sunday, 
February 19, and thus will be commemorated 
at all three Lord’s Day Masses that weekend. 
With March 19 falling this year on a Lenten 
Sunday (which must be observed as such), St. 
Joseph Day will be transferred one day to 
Monday, March 20. Our usual Mass schedule 
will apply that day, with Said Mass at 7:00 
a.m., and – though not typical for a school day 
– the 11:00 a.m. Academy Mass being our 
Solemn Mass for St. Joseph Day, sung by our 
Upper School Choir. 

 
The Annunciation of the Lord is on 

Saturday, March 25. Said Mass and Saturday 
Vigil Mass (as per usual) will be at 8:00 a.m. 
and 5:30 p.m. respectively, but there will be 
an additional Sung Mass for the Annunciation 
at 10:00 a.m.  

While all these occasions fall in Pre-Lent 
and Lent, parishioners may observe all these 
days as feast days, dispensing with Lenten 
disciplines. 

 

First Friday / First Saturday  
Upcoming First Friday / First Saturday 

devotions will be offered on March 3 & 4*. 
Exposition of the Sacrament and Solemn 
Choral Evensong (sung by our Maria Kaupas 

Academy Upper School Choir) will be at 4:30 
p.m. on Friday, with 24-hour Eucharistic 
Adoration continuing until that same hour on 
Saturday. Mass is offered Saturday morning at 
8:00 a.m. Please call Kathleen O’Donnell at 
570-947-7027 if you can serve as an adorer. 

*Please note, these monthly devotions 
will not be offered in April, with Good Friday 
and Holy Saturday falling on the first weekend 
of that month. 
 

Return Palms for Burning 
If you still have palms in your home from 

Palm Sunday last year (or any previous year) 
and would like to dispose of them, you are 
welcome to return them to the Parish Office 
by Sunday, February 19, after which they will 

be burned to produce ashes for Ash Wednes-
day. Since these palms have been blessed in a 
previous liturgy, this is the ideal means of 
disposal, rather than merely discarding them. 

 

Ash Wednesday Masses 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, Febru-

ary 22.  Said Mass with Imposition of Ashes 
will be offered at the 11:00 a.m. Academy 
Mass, and Solemn Mass with Imposition of 

Ashes at our normal Wednesday Mass time, 
5:30 p.m. Please join us for this solemn 
commencement of the season of fasting and 
penitence. 

 

Stations of the Cross 
This year we continue our Lenten pattern 

of offering Stations of the Cross at 5:00 p.m. 
on Wednesdays (between 4:30 Evensong and 
5:30 p.m. Mass), excepting Ash Wednesday; 
and Friday evenings at 6:00 p.m. (including 
Good Friday). Like several other paraliturgical 

devotions offered by the Parish throughout 
the year, the Stations of the Cross now appear 
in the spiral-bound pew missalette, eliminat-
ing the need for continually re-printing a 
variety of booklets. 

 

Holy Week & Easter Liturgies 

 
(In addition to these principal liturgies,  

all other Masses will be offered according  
to the usual schedule, unless noted.) 

 

Palm Sunday, April 2, 10 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday, April 6, 7 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 7, 12 noon 

Solemn Vigil of Easter, April 8, 8 p.m. 

Easter Sunday, April 9, 10 a.m. 

No 7:00 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday. 

 

Daily Office Books Available 
Divine Worship: The Daily Office (the book 

whereby the Ordinariate offers Morning and 
Evening Prayer) is now in its third printing a-
mending some shortcomings of the first two 

printings. The Parish has acquired a small sup-
ply at a lower bulk rate, which you may pur-
chase at a cost of $36 (either for our pews, or 
for home use) through the Parish Office. Or, 
you may order a copy at a cost of $45 from the 
Ordinariate Chancery, here. 

 

https://ordinariate.net/daily-office-orders


Discipleship 
 

Offering Envelopes 
(Hopefully) Available Soon 

As local Mass attendees will know, a con-
fluence of supply shortages, machine failures, 
and employment challenges have seriously 
delayed the delivery of our weekly giving en-
velopes, ordered in October and expected for 
January 1 delivery. Our supply company (which 
of course will be seriously reconsidered in 
future years) assures us that they are working 

12-hour shifts, but the presses can only work so 
fast. The Parish will receive a discount on our 
order, which we have now been told to expect 
by the end of February. We apologize for this 
inconvenience, though of course we are power-
less to expedite the situation. Thank you for 
your continued support in the absence of this 
time-honored means of receiving and tracking 
your generous giving. 

Lent Adult Education 
The Catholic Church in the United States 

is currently undertaking a National Eucharistic 
Revival, culminating in a National Eucharistic 
Congress in Indianapolis in July 2024. During 
this time, Dioceses and Parishes are working 
to undergird the Eucharistic faith of their 

members. In the Ordinariate, this work has 
taken the form of a video series, with new 
films issued monthly. Our Michaelmas news-
letter provided links to the first five install-
ments, from Corpus Christi through October 
2022; readers of the digital edition of this 
newsletter can click on the links below to view 
the installments since then: 

 

November 2022 

December 2022 

January 2023 

Here at St. Thomas More Parish, we’ll do 
our part by engaging the topic in our Lenten 
Adult Education Series, featuring light potluck 
lunch and teaching session in the Parish Hall 
after 10:00 a.m. Mass each Sunday in Lent, 
beginning February 26. Our curriculum will be 
A Biblical Walk Through the Mass from As-

cension Press. Taught by Dr. Edward Sri (via 
DVD), this series demonstrates that the 
Catholic Mass – far from being an unbiblical 
perversion – is firmly rooted in Sacred Scrip-
ture. Each film times in at only 30 minutes, so 
there will be ample time for supplementary 
commentary from Fr. Bergman, Q & A, and 
discussion. Moreover, as this series lasts only 
five weeks, the remaining Sundays of Lent will 
draw upon the Ordinariate’s video series for 
further teaching and reflection. 

 

Fellowship 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancakes… 
on a Sunday! 

The Parish has a longstanding tradition of 
a Pancake Supper on Shrove Tuesday (the day 
before Ash Wednesday), whereby we “fatten 
up” for the Lenten fast. Unfortunately, the 
timing tends to discourage participation by 
our many parishioners with a long commute, 
who must also return the next day for Ash 
Wednesday.   

This year, we have decided to change 
things up with a Pancake Lunch the Sunday 
before Ash Wednesday (falling this year on 
Sunday, February 19) after 10:00 a.m. Mass. 
As in past years, the supper is a modestly 
priced event ($6/person, capped at $25/fami-
ly) to raise funds for our Spring Pilgrimage. 
Please plan to join us for a delicious pancake 
lunch on February 19, and  please consider 
how you may be able to volunteer!

 

Outreach 
 

Neighbor Nights 
Upcoming “Neighbor Nights” in the Par-

ish Hall will be on Saturdays, February 18 and 
March 18 at 6:00 p.m. All in the Parish, the 
Neighborhood, and invited friends and 

guests are welcome for an evening of free 
supper, pool, ping-pong, board games, wi-fi, 
conversation, and a movie on the “big screen” 
each third Saturday of the month. 
 

St. Joseph Bake Sale 
The annual St. Joseph Bake Sale will be 

held as always on the Sunday nearest St. 
Joseph Day… this year, Sunday, March 19. Hon-
oring an Italian tradition we acquired from our 
pre-Ordinariate days worshiping at St. Anthony 
of Padua church, all proceeds will benefit the 

St. Francis Kitchen in downtown Scranton. 
Please consider volunteering to chair the event 
(see Fr. Bergman), and/or to assist by pricing 
items, staffing the sale… and of course, by bak-
ing and contributing your favorite treats! 

https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/
https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/
https://vimeo.com/772484108
https://vimeo.com/783097202
https://vimeo.com/791183135
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Du_7GGoRZXs


Pregnancy Center Benefit 
& Matching Gift 

Providence Pregnancy Center – now on its 
own feet in record time as a 501(c)3 corpora-
tion – continues its stunning pace of growth 
and ministry to women in need. PPC will be 
hosting a “Life is Beautiful” dinner benefit on 
Thursday, March 16 at St. Mary’s Center, 

Scranton, featuring live entertainment by 
Shannon Marsyada, a keynote address by Mark 
Houck, and night prayer led by musician 
Michael Corsini. Tickets ($15/person including 
entry and dinner) can be purchased at www. 
ppcscranton.org/events or by calling Sandy 
Campbell at 570-862-3001. A cash bar will be 
available. Reservations should be made by 
March 13. To sponsor this unforgettable event, 
please email philanthropy@ppcscranton.org.  

Moreover, you can now double your giv-
ing power to Providence Pregnancy Center! An 
anonymous donor has offered to match all 
contributions to the Providence Pregnancy 
Center (up to $20,000) made between now 
and the March 16 dinner. Donate here: www. 
ppcscranton.org/donate , or checks can be re-
ceived at the Parish Office.  

Rummage Sale April 15; 
Help Needed Starting Now 

The annual Parish Rummage Sale will take 
place on Saturday, April 15. Starting now, 
donated items of all kinds will be gratefully 
received (please call the Parish Office to 

arrange drop-off). Sorting of items is underway, 
usually during the Academy school day on 
Wednesdays; contact Maricel Cummings 
(maricel@mmcummings.com /973- 474-0458) 
and/or Kelly Daly to learn how you can help!

 

Evangelization  
 

Adult Confirmation  
Candidates in the Pipeline 

For the first time in years, this past fall no 
individuals signed up for the weekly Sunday 
evening “Questioning Faith” inquirer’s class. 
While this may have initially seemed a cause 
for discouragement, in recent weeks we have 
been reminded that God provides, and on his 
own time. Fr. Bergman is now catechizing four 
candidates, not in a uniform class, but in a va-
riety of settings (including over the phone with 
an out-of-state couple) and at a pace suited to 
each. While the Easter Vigil may indeed be 
without Confirmations this year, some of these 
candidates are likely to be confirmed on Pen-
tecost, the other principal occasion upon which 
Confirmation is traditionally conferred. Please 

pray for these persons as they draw closer to 
Jesus and his Church. 

 

 
Evangelization Talk  

Now Available Online 
In December, our Music Director and 

Administrator Paul Campbell gave a talk at the 
Saturday Advent Retreat of Maria Kaupas 

Academy. Starting with a topic of musical 
pieces which entwine the dual themes of the 
Incarnation and the Passion, Mr. Campbell 
pivoted to the theme of how Catholics can  

 
more effectively evangelize their secular 
friends. Responding to multiple requests the 
talk was repeated, this time open to the whole 
Parish, on Sunday, January 15 after 10:00 a.m. 
Mass. A recording of that talk is now available 
for online listening, here

 
 

 

(“Outreach,” continued…) 

http://www.ppcscranton.org/events
http://www.ppcscranton.org/events
mailto:philanthropy@ppcscranton.org
http://www.ppcscranton.org/donate
http://www.ppcscranton.org/donate
mailto:maricel@mmcummings.com
https://stmscranton.org/documents/2023/2/PaulCampbellAdventEvangelizationTalk.mp3


Lent, Holy Week, & Easter 2023 at St. Thomas More Parish, Scranton 
 

Pre-Lent Pancake Brunch 
Sunday, February 19 
Parish Hall, after 10:00 a.m. Mass 

$6/person, capped at $25/family 

 

 
Ash Wednesday 

February 22 
Said Mass with Imposition of Ashes: 11:00 a.m. 

Solemn Mass with Imposition of Ashes: 5:30 p.m. 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Wednesdays (excepting Ash Wednesday), 5:00 p.m. 

Fridays (including Good Friday), 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
Solemnity of St. Joseph 

Monday, March 20 
Said Mass: 7:00 a.m. 

Solemn Mass: 11:00 a.m. 

 
Solemnity of the Annunciation 
Saturday, March 25 
Said Mass: 8:00 a.m. 

Sung Mass: 10:00 a.m. 

 
Palm Sunday, April 2 

Said Vigil Mass: Saturday, 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday Masses: 10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

 
Maundy Thursday, April 6 
Mass with Washing of the Feet, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Good Friday, April 7 

Good Friday Liturgy, 12:00 noon 

Stations of the Cross, 6:00 p.m. 

 
Holy Saturday, April 8 
Solemn Vigil of Easter, 8:00 p.m. 

 
Easter Sunday, April 9 

Mass of the Resurrection, 10:00 a.m. 

No 7:00 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Still receiving our newsletter by US Mail?  Send your email address to contact@stmscranton.org, and receive our 
electronic version sooner each month, with full-color photos, internet links, and in a format free and easy to forward 
to family and friends!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas More Catholic Parish 
116 Theodore Street 
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