
 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Easter 
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Mass Schedule 

All Masses are Celebrated privately by our priests 
On Sundays there are 3 Masses live-streamed: 

8 am in English, 10 am in Spanish, 12 pm Burmese 

The 8 am Mass is live-streamed every day. 

St. Joseph, Pray for Us 

 

 

Readings for:  

Divine Mercy Sunday  

Acts 2:42-47, 1 Pt 1: 3-9, Jn 20-19-31 

Saturday, April 18 – Vigil: Divine Mercy Suncay 
  5:00 pm   † Marie & Bud Gommer by Susan & Dwight Carattini 
 

Sunday, April 19 – Divine Mercy Sunday 
  8:00 am † Norma Naas by David & Susan Twiss 
10:00 am † Irmgard Francisco by Francisco Family 
12:00 pm † Mary Smith Stokes by Jayne E. Kempf 
  2:00 pm     For the People of St. Joseph & St. Jerome Burmese 
  5:00 pm † Holy Souls in Purgatory  Spanish 

Saturday, April 11 – Vigil: Easter Sunday of the Lord’s  
     Resurrection 
 9:00 pm   For Vocations to the Priesthood 
 

Sunday, April 12 – Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
  8:00 am † Opal Newman by Connie & Dick Becker 
10:00 am † Alicia by Campos Family 
12:00 pm † Coach Al Leibert by Family  
  2:00 pm     For the People of St. Joseph & St. Jerome Burmese 
  5:00 pm  † Holy Souls in Purgatory Spanish 

Monday, April 13  
 8:00 am † Ray Zull by Judy Brown  

Tuesday, April 14 
 8:00 am    Natalie Simonds by Joanie Marshall 

 Wednesday, April 15 
 8:00 am  † Walter & Evelyn Hudson by Jack Haciak 

Thursday, April 16 
 8:00 am   † Charles Lemish by Mary Lemish McFellin 
  9:00 pm   † Thomas Tobolski by Family 

Friday, April 17 
 8:00 am   † Steve Foreman by Mary Ann Lupina  

Saturday, April 18 
 8:00 am   † Robyn S. Smith by Rachel Blodgett, Caleb, Noah & 
                      Ben & Shirley Springer  

Due to the Executive Order to suspend activities that are not necessary to sustain or protect life: 
• The Church is closed, the Parish Office is closed, all events are canceled until April 13, this includes 

Adoration, Confessions and Stations. 
• Masses will be celebrated privately by our parish priests and all Mass intentions will be honored.  
• See the lower right side of this page for a list of everything that is live-streamed on Facebook. 

Look for the Weekly  
Video Message from  

Fr. Chris on Facebook. 
 

Watch on Facebook Live 

Sunday Masses   English 8 am 
        Spanish 10 am 
        Burmese 12 pm 
Daily Mass   Daily 8 am 
Divine Mercy Chaplet Daily 3 pm 
Spanish Rosary  Monday, Tuesday & 
        Wednesday 7 pm 
Holy Hour for Vocations Thursday 5 pm 

We pray for the day when we  
will be able to resume weekly  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
at St. Joseph Catholic Church. 

Liturgy of the Hours, eBreviary 
 

The Liturgy of the Hours 
prayer for the current hour is 
offered at the QR code 
below, courtesy of 
ebreviary.com.  
 

Morning Prayer, Daytime 
Prayer, Evening Prayer and 
Night Prayer are available for 
every day. 

http://ebreviary.com/
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From Fr. Christopher Ankley 

  is St. Bernard kneeling on the hard stones of Clairvaux in 
penance for his sins, and there is St. Hildegard of Bingen 
singing and throwing flowers, madly in love with God.  
There is St. Joan of Arc, leading armies into war, and 
there is St. Francis of Assisi, the peacenik.  There is the 
grave and serious St. Jerome, and there is St. Philip Neri, 
whose spirituality was based on laughter.   
 

They say that God is an artist and that the saints are his 
masterpieces and like any artist he likes to change his 
style, painting his saints in different colors, different 
styles, and different compositions.  Each saint reflects 
some aspect of the divine reality.  So what does that mean 
for us?  It means we should find that specific color, style, 
and composition of sanctity that God wants to bear 
through us.  As St. Catherine of Siena once said, “If we 
become what God has in mind for us we will set the 
world on fire.”   
 

At the beginning I spoke of God as the Divine Fisherman.  
And with us too he fishes.  Some spiritual writers will say 
that there is an invisible line with an unseen hook set 
within our hearts.  And with a gentle tug of this line our 
Lord calls us to himself.  Now we can respond to this tug 
of grace on our heart or not, it’s up to us, we have free 
will.  Do we always respond to that tug, do we always 
respond to that inspiration to do good, do we always 
respond to that inspiration to pray, do we always respond 
to that inspiration to visit someone who needs help. Our 
Lord has a plan of sanctity for each one of us.  And 
nothing can interfere with that plan as long as we respond 
to those tugs on our hearts.  We are free to respond or not.  
Those tugs invite us to let Jesus help us to trust more, to 
love more, to hope more, and to begin again quickly if we 
fall. 
 

The Easter Resurrection means an elevation of this life to 
a new heavenly level, a new heavenly perfection, and a 
new heavenly beauty, a newness that we can’t even begin 
to imagine.  St. Paul wrote of this in his letter to the 
Corinthians, he wrote, “What eye has not seen, and ear has 
not heard, and what has not entered the human heart, is 
what God has prepared for those who love him.”   
 

I have one more fishing story, this time you are the fish, 
swimming in a murky cloudy dark pond.  Then imagine 
being hooked by a fisherman and being pulled up out of 
the water and for one moment you see a world of light and 
color, light and color that you never imagined possible.  
You then wriggle off the hook and fall back into the pond.  
Later at dinner you tell your fish friends, “I saw the world 
up there, a world which I never knew existed.  Yet now 
compared to that, this ordinary world seems like nothing 
to me.” 
 

Because of the Easter Resurrection of our Lord, the glory 
of an unimagined heaven awaits us.  My prayer for us 
today is that we always respond quickly to those divine 
tugs on our heart.  If we let Him our Risen Lord will make 
us a saint and lead us to the glory of Heaven.   
 

Peace and all good, 
 

Fr. Christopher J. Ankley 

Dear Friends, 
There’s a book entitled, “On the Cosmic Mystery of Jesus 
Christ.”  It was written by St. Maximus the Confessor way 
back in the 6th century.    It seems that St. Maximus had a 
very interesting mind because in this book there is a very  
curious Easter analogy.  Fishermen, I think will like this.   In 
this Easter analogy Maximus sees Satan as a great slimy 
fish; I picture a snake like eel.  Now this fish swims in the 
deep dark abyss of the sea.  He terrorizes the ocean bottom.  
In this analogy St. Maximus sees Jesus as the bait on the end 
of a very sharp hook.  This hook attached to a line on a   
fishing rod is tossed into the deep.  Satan takes the bait and 
swallows and begins to dive down into the abyss of death.  
He thinks he’s won; our Lord, within the tomb of this fish’s 
belly is in the abyss of death.  But God the Divine          
Fisherman has the last laugh.  He gives the line a fierce tug 
and the hook bites deep into the fish’s stomach.  And with 
another divine tug Satan the slimy fish is hauled up to the 
shore.  Satan is conquered, sin is conquered, and death is 
conquered.  Jesus on the end of the hook has been raised 
from the abyss of death, He lives once again.   And finally, 
very importantly because of our Lord’s resurrection Heaven 
has been opened.   
 

Until his resurrection, Heaven had been closed to all men 
and women.  In the preface just before the Holy, Holy, Holy, 
the priest prays these words, “Through Him the children 
of light will rise  to eternal life and the halls of the    
heavenly Kingdom are thrown open to the faithful; for 
his Death is our ransom from death, and in his rising the 
life of all has risen.” And with heaven open we all have the 
opportunity to become a saint.  When we get to heaven we 
are a saint.  Most saints go unrecognized but sometimes the 
Church, after much scrutiny, canonizes some of those saints, 
canonizing certain men and women to hold up as examples 
of holiness.  Six years ago I went to Rome to witness the 
canonization of Popes John XXIII and John Paul II.  It was a 
crowded and noisy experience, and very Polish.  Many    
people from Poland had traveled to Rome for the big day.  
These two men like all the other canonized were infallibly 
declared to be in Heaven, adoring and praising God and 
praying for us.     
 

These two men are very different from each other.  Yet both 
exhibited heroic virtue and holiness.  St. John Paul was born 
into a middle class Polish family being the youngest of 
three.  While St. John was born into a poor share-cropping 
Italian family being born the fourth of fourteen.  St. John 
Paul was a globe-trotting pope while St. John tended to stay 
put.  St. John opened the second Vatican Council from 
which we are still learning.  St. John Paul played a major 
role in ending communist rule in Europe.  There is no one 
pattern of holiness, no one way to be a saint.    
 

When we look at the saints in all their diversity it’s very  
difficult to find one pattern of holiness.  There is St. Thomas 
Aquinas, the intellectual, and St. John Vianney who barely 
made it through the seminary.  There is St. Vincent de Paul, 
a saint in the city, and then there is St. Antony who found 
sanctity in the harshness and loneliness of the desert.  There  
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Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need 
 

Financial Information  

We appreciate those who have 
mailed their contributions to the 
parish, dropped off envelopes 
through the mail slot at the parish 
office, or continue to give through 
Online Giving.   
 
 

Special  Envelopes 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has  and  will  continue  to cooperate with the Michigan Attorney 
General’s investigation and  encourages  anyone  with  information  related  to  misconduct  to  call  
the  reporting  number  set-up  by the Michigan Attorney General’s office at: 844.324.3374. 

You may give online using Online Giving through Our Sunday Visitor, our church envelope 
company. The Online Giving Website for St. Joseph Church is osvonlinegiving.com/3010.  
You need to create an account and link it to a bank account or credit card. 
 

You can make a one time donation or set up regular weekly or monthly donations. All the 
special envelopes are also available to make a donation, even making a donation for a Mass. 
Online Giving Technical support can be reached by calling 800-348-2886 Option 2.  You 
can also reach support via email at onlinegiving@osv.com. 

Watch, listen and read. Anywhere, anytime, visit formed.org.  FORMED provides the very 
best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations to help parishes, families and 
individuals explore their faith anywhere. Supporting thousands of movies, children’s 
programs, ebooks, audio, parish programs and studies direct to your browser, mobile or 
connected device. Formed is provided free to our parishioners, courtesy of our Battle 
Creek Catholic Parishes. Use this code to sign up: PTRKXD. Contact: bkincaid@bcacs.org. 

Collection March 29:  $6,889 
 
 
 
 
 

YTD Needed 
$710,960 

 
 

Y-T-D Collected 
(including Holy Days & Feasts) 

$674,999 
 
 

Shortage –$35,961 

mailto:onlinegiving@osv.com
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Tri-Parish Pro-Life  
Spiritual Adoption Program 
It is not too late to participate in the Tri-
Parish Pro-Life Ministry's Spiritual Adoption 
program.  This is a very simple program to 
pray a two sentence prayer everyday from 
now until Christmas to save an unborn 
baby who is in danger of abortion.   

 

All you have to do is: 
•Think of a name for your spiritually adopted baby. 
•Fill out a heart pledge card with your name and your baby's name. 
•Say the short prayer each day from the Annunciation to Christmas 
(the same nine months that Jesus was growing in the womb of 
Mary). 
•Give us your email so you can receive updates each month about 
your baby's progress. 
•Donate a baby item at the end of the program in January 2021 
 

Since we are not able to attend Mass, we are offering you the 
opportunity to sign up by email.  If you would like to participate in 
this program, please email chirzel@aol.com: 
1.Your name (how you would like it to be printed on your heart 
pledge card)  
2.Your Baby’s name 
Which parish you attend  
 

We will email you the prayer.  A heart pledge card with your name 
will be added to our boards which will be displayed in the three 
churches when they reopen.  We all need more prayers in this time 
of crisis.  Let us not forget to pray for the unborn, our most 
vulnerable.  Your prayers can make a difference between whether a 
baby will be born...or aborted.  Our prayers can also be a form of 
spiritual support for both of the parents.  Please share the love 
of LIFE given to you by the Lord of all life and join in spiritually to 
adopt a baby.  Thank you. God bless you!   

 

Connecting with Mercy  "Our greatest bless-
ing is to receive God's love, our greatest privilege 
is to give it away to others."   
    ~ D. Lessin 

Stay Connected to St. Joseph Church 
 

Like us on Facebook: St. Joseph Catholic Church 
 

Use Online Giving:  osvonlinegiving.com/3010 
You can give a one time donation or set up regular 
weekly or monthly donations.    
 

Get the St. Joseph Parish App: Text App to 88202. 
Text messages will send out new information. 
You can access the bulletin, sign up for Online 
Giving, readings, prayers and much more. 
 

Visit our St. Joseph Website: stjosephbc.org 
The home page has current information. You can  
access the bulletin and sign up for Online Giving. 
 

Access Catholic content on FORMED: See page 4 for 
details. Free to Battle Creek Parishes. 

Honor thy Mother and Father 

Tri-Parish Pro-Life Ministry invites you to join us in 
honoring mothers and fathers for giving us life.  
During May and June, Masses have been scheduled 
at all three parishes to remember and pray for both 
our living and deceased parents.  If you would like 
your loved ones remembered at these special 
Masses, please email us at: 
prolifeministrybc@yahoo.com by May 3 with 
your name(s) and the names of your loved ones.  
These names will be included in a special insert in 
the bulletins on Father’s Day.   
 

Masses will be said: 
St. Jerome May 10 & June 21 at 10:00 am  
St. Joseph May 10 at 10 am; May 23 at 5 pm 
 June 7 at 10 am; June 21 at 8 am 
St. Philip May 10 at 11:30 am, May 16 at 4:30 pm 
 June 21 at 9 am, June 28 at 11:30 am 
 

Donations would be very much appreciated and can 
be dropped in the collection baskets when Masses 
resume in an envelope marked “Tri-Parish Pro-Life 
Ministry”.  Checks can be made out to “Tri-Parish 
Pro-Life Ministry”. 

 
 

"Thank you, Mom and 
Dad, for the gift of life!  

mailto:chirzel@aol.com
mailto:prolifeministrybc@yahoo.com
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2019-2020 Annual Fund Drive 

The Annual Fund Drive is essential to ensuring the future 
growth of Catholic education in our community.  

 
What does the Annual Fund Drive support? 
 
• A subsidy to the schools to lower the cost of the overall 

operating budget, making tuition more affordable 
• Families’ financial capabilities to attend the schools 

through tuition assistance  
• Invests in technology to enrich the learning experiences 

for our staff and students  
• Capital improvements and overall building security  

Your tax-deductible gift to the BCACS 
Foundation ensures the prosperity of 

Catholic education and the success of our 
future leaders. Monthly, quarterly, or semi-
annual, or annual gifts are accepted as well 

as gifts of stock, mutual funds, and IRA 
distributions. 

 

To make a gift to the BCACS Foundation, 
please contact Abby Lumbard  

at 269-963-4771. 

 

50% TO GO 
The Annual Fund Drive has 
reached 50% of our goal of 

$250,000 in unrestricted gifts.  
Help us get to 100%! 

 

BCACS & BCACS Foundation, 63 24th St N, Battle Creek, Michigan 49015      †    269.963.1131     † www.bcacs.org 



Pastor .......Reverend Fr. Christopher Ankley 
 frchris@bcacs.org 
Parochial Vicars ...................... Fr. Pius Cung 

frpius@bcacs.org 
 ................................. Fr. Andrew Raczkowski 
 frandrew@bcacs.org 
Deacons ...... David Krajewski, James Nelson 
 
 

Emergency Assistance 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 969-5606 

Pastoral Care of the Sick 
If you are homebound, contact Linda 
Kellogg  965-2074 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements. 

Sacrament of Eucharist 
Sacrament of Confirmation 

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders 
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance. 

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick 
In case of an accident, surgery or other 
emergency, call 962-0165.  

Parish Staff 

Parish Office Manager ........... Shirley Springer 
▪ sspringer@bcacs.org                     962-0165 

Communications, Music .............. Ellen Tipton 
▪ etipton@bcacs.org                        962-0165 

Faith Formation...................... Barbara Kincaid 
      ▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org                     965-4079 
Liturgy and Music .................... James Zalewski 
     ▪ music@bcacs.org                    962-2133 
Pastoral Ministry ............ Sr. Cyrilla Jegla, RSM 
 965-1990 
Youth Ministry ........................... Andrea Perry 
     ▪ aperry@bcacs.org                         788-7000 

Parish Ministries 

All Saints Superfest ....................... Ed Bauman 
      ▪ edbauman@hotmail.com  962-1328 
Boy Scouts Troop 325 ................. Bob Johnson 
     ▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 965-7365 
Catholic Men’s Fellowship ............ John Duyck 
     ▪ jrdaddio@outlook.com 965-8954 
Connecting with Mercy ................... Mary Sine 
     ▪ sine74@msn.com  
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale 
     ▪ cvitale@mail.com 989-723-1842  
Echo Apprentice ......................... Ruby Briones 

▪ rbriones@bcacs.org                        962-0165 
Evangelization Commission .. Suzanne Nielsen 
       ▪ stjec@bcacs.org & Nancy Haack 
Family Activity Night ............... Loretta Mahley 
      ▪ Lmahley30@icloud.com   

Finance Council ............................. Ed Bauman 
      ▪ edbauman@hotmail.com  962-1328 

Formed Access Code ........................  
Hispanic Community .. Fr. Andrew Raczkwoski 
      ▪ frandrew@bcacs.org  962-0165 
Jail Ministry ............................. Rita Wahmhoff 
      ▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com  968-3067 
Knights of Columbus .............. Andrew Kincaid 
       ▪ kincaid.tribe@gmail.com   589-5888 
Lakeview Food Pantry............... Janet Borders 
      ▪  jdbdvm@comcast.net   965-2632  
Legion of Mary ........................... Linda Kellogg 
      ▪ kellogg-dl@att.net  965-2074 
Newcomers .................. Phil & Mary Sue Avery 
      ▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com  979-9105  
Perpetual Adoration St. Philip ................ Betty 
      ▪ bdillard7@gmail.com  962-8255 
Prayerline ..................................... Linda Opack 
 962-7339 
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch 
(Scripture Study) 425-9395 
Spanish Choir ............................... Teresa Bello 

  269-274-7409 

   419-5786 
Spiritual Library ....................... Rita Wahmhoff 
      ▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com  968-3067 
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel 
     ▪ chirzel@aol.com  968-4639  

Parish Directory 

 

mailto:jdbdvm@comcast.net
mailto:chirzel@aol.com

