
 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no misery that could be a match for My mercy,  

neither will misery exhaust it, because as it is being  

granted – it increases.  That soul that trusts in My mercy  

is most fortunate, because I Myself take care of it.  
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Mass Schedule 

All Masses are Celebrated privately by our priests 
On Sundays there are 3 Masses live-streamed: 

8 am in English, 10 am in Spanish, 12 pm Burmese 

The 8 am Mass is live-streamed every day. 

Glory of Home Life, Pray for Us 

 

 

Readings for:  

Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2: 14, 22-23, 1 Pt 1: 17-21, Lk 24: 13-35 

Saturday, April 25 – Vigil: Divine Mercy Suncay 
  5:00 pm   † Mark Saunders by Bob & Kathy Valkner 
 

Sunday, April 26 – Divine Mercy Sunday 
  8:00 am † Allen Federico by Bagwell Family 
10:00 am † Dan Boone by Bob and Kathy Valkner 
12:00 pm † Helen Kowalski by Frank Kowalski 
  2:00 pm     For the People of St. Joseph & St. Jerome Burmese 
  5:00 pm † Holy Souls in Purgatory  Spanish 

Saturday, April 18 – Vigil: Divine Mercy Suncay 
  5:00 pm   † Marie & Bud Gommer by Susan & Dwight Carattini 
 

Sunday, April 19 – Divine Mercy Sunday 
  8:00 am † Norma Naas by David & Susan Twiss 
10:00 am † Irmgard Francisco by Francisco Family 
12:00 pm † Mary Smith Stokes by Jayne E. Kempf 
  2:00 pm     For the People of St. Joseph & St. Jerome Burmese 
  5:00 pm † Holy Souls in Purgatory  Spanish 

Monday, April 20 
 8:00 am † Leon Morris (7th Anniversary) by Marie Morris  

Tuesday, April 21 
 8:00 am † Dan Boone by Pat & Bonnie Squires 

 Wednesday, April 22 
 8:00 am  † Sr. Anne Marie Marko by Roy & Agnes Marko 

Thursday, April 23 
 8:00 am   † Richard Sass by Dora & Delia Demaso 
  9:00 pm   † Nancy Sprague by Bob & Kathy Valkner 

Friday, April 24 
 8:00 am   † Mary Shunneson by St. Joseph 

Saturday, April 25 
 8:00 am   † Sarah Raczkowski by Fr. Andrew 

Due to the Executive Order to suspend activities that are not necessary to sustain or protect life: 
• The Church is closed, the Parish Office is closed, all events are canceled until May 3, this includes 

Adoration, Confessions and Stations. 
• Masses will be celebrated privately by our parish priests and all Mass intentions will be honored.  
• See the lower right side of this page for a list of everything that is live-streamed on Facebook. 

Look for the Weekly  
Video Message from  

Fr. Chris on Facebook. 
 

Watch on Facebook Live 

Sunday Masses   English 8 am 
        Spanish 10 am 
        Burmese 12 pm 
Daily Mass   Daily 8 am 
Divine Mercy Chaplet Daily 3 pm 
Spanish Rosary  Monday, Tuesday & 
        Wednesday 7 pm 
Holy Hour for Vocations Thursday 5 pm 

We pray for the day when we  
will be able to resume weekly  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
at St. Joseph Catholic Church. 

Liturgy of the Hours, eBreviary 
 

The Liturgy of the Hours 
prayer for the current hour is 
offered at the QR code 
below, courtesy of 
ebreviary.com.  
 

Morning Prayer, Daytime 
Prayer, Evening Prayer and 
Night Prayer are available for 
every day. 

http://ebreviary.com/
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From Fr. Christopher Ankley 

  Dear Friends, 
St. Vincent de Paul lived in 17th c Paris France.  And sometimes in the afternoon he liked to take a walk to clear 
his head.  On one particular afternoon a crying woman ran up to him.  She was inconsolable.  In between the out-
bursts of tears and sobbing he was able to piece together what had happened.  Her husband, that morning, had 
jumped form a bridge into the river.  He had taken his own life.  The woman was broken with grief.  She feared 
the worst for her husband’s soul.  But in a moment of Heavenly grace, St. Vincent de Paul was given a bit of 
knowledge of what had happened that morning on the bridge.  He said, “Madam, do not be afraid, in that time and 
distance from the railing of the bridge to the water’s surface your husband repented, he is saved.”  Go and pray 
for him! 
 
On this Divine Mercy Sunday we are reminded that our Lord is always reaching out to us.   Even in that millionth 
of a second between life and death, he still reaches out to us. In that short span of time, in that millionth of a sec-
ond this is what the conversation may have sounded like:   
 
From St. Faustina’s Diary, Jesus speaking with a despairing soul: 
Jesus:  O soul steeped in darkness, do not despair.  All is not yet lost.  Come and confide in your God, who is 
love and mercy.   
-But the soul, deaf even to this appeal, wraps itself in darkness.   
Jesus calls out again:  My child, listen to the voice of your merciful Father.   
-In the soul arises this reply:  “For me there is no mercy,” and it falls into greater darkness, a despair which is a 
foretaste of hell and makes it unable to draw near to God. 
Jesus calls to the soul a third time, but the soul remains deaf and blind, hardened and despairing.  Then the mercy 
of God begins to exert itself, and without any co-operation from the soul, God grants it final grace.  If this too is 
spurned, God will leave the soul in this self-chosen disposition for eternity.  This grace emerges from the Merci-
ful Heart of Jesus and gives the soul a special light by means of which the soul begins to understand God’s effort; 
but conversion depends on its own will.  The soul knows that this, for him, is final grace and, should it show even 
a flicker of good will, the Mercy of God will accomplish the rest.   
My omnipotent mercy is active here.  Happy the soul that takes advantage of this grace. 
Jesus:  What joy fills My Heart when you return to me.  Because you are weak, I take you in My arms and carry 
you to the home of My Father.   
Soul:  (as if awaking, asks fearfully): Is it possible that there yet is mercy for me? 
Jesus:  There is, My child.  You have a special claim on My mercy.  Let it act in your poor soul; let the rays of 
grace enter your soul; they bring with them light, warmth, and life.   
Soul:  But fear fills me at the thought of my sins, and this terrible fear moves me to doubt Your goodness.   
Jesus:  My child, all your sins have not wounded My Heart as painfully as your present lack of trust does – that 
after so many efforts of My love and mercy, you should still doubt My goodness.   
Soul:  O Lord, save me Yourself, for I perish.  Be my Savior, O Lord, I am unable to say anything more; my piti-
ful heart is torn asunder; but You, O Lord… 
Jesus does not let the soul finish but, raising it from the ground from the depths of its misery; he leads it into the 
recesses of His Heart where all its sins disappear instantly, consumed by the flames of love.   
Jesus:  Here, soul, are all the treasures of My Heart.  Take everything you need from it. 
Soul:  O Lord, I am inundated with Your grace.  I sense that a new life has entered into me and, above all, I feel 
Your love in my heart.  That is enough for me.  O Lord, I will glorify the omnipotence of Your mercy for all eter-
nity.  Encouraged by Your goodness, I will confide to You all the sorrows of my heart.   
Jesus:  Tell me all, My child, hide nothing from Me, because My loving Heart, the Heart of your Best Friend, is 
listening to you.   
Soul:  O Lord, now I see all my ingratitude and Your goodness.  You were pursuing me with Your grace, while I 
was frustrating Your benevolence, I see that I deserve the depths of hell for spurning Your graces, Jesus 
(interrupting):  Do not be absorbed in your misery – you are still too weak to speak of it – but, rather, gaze on My 
Heart filled with goodness, and be imbued with My sentiments.  Strive for meekness and humility; be merciful to 
others, as I am to you; and, when you feel your strength failing, if you come to the fountain of mercy to fortify 
your soul, you will not grow weary on your journey.   
Soul:  Now I understand Your mercy, which protects me, and like a brilliant star, leads me into the home of my 
Father, protecting me from the horrors of hell that I have deserved, not once, but a thousand times.  O Lord, eter-
nity will hardly suffice for me to give due praise to Your unfathomable mercy and Your compassion for me.   
 
Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His Mercy endures forever.   
 
Happy Easter, 
Fr. Christopher J. Ankley 
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Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need 
 

Financial Information  

We appreciate those who have 
mailed their contributions to the 
parish, dropped off envelopes 
through the mail slot at the parish 
office, or continue to give through 
Online Giving.   
 
 

Special  Envelopes 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has  and  will  continue  to cooperate with the Michigan Attorney General’s 
investigation and  encourages  anyone  with  information  related  to  misconduct  to  call  the  reporting  number  
set-up  by the Michigan Attorney General’s office at: 844.324.3374. 

You may give online directly to St. Joseph Parish, using Online Giving through Our Sunday Visitor, our 
church envelope company. The Online Giving Website for St. Joseph Church is osvonlinegiving.com/3010.  
You need to create an account and link it to a bank account or credit card. 
 

You can make a one time donation or set up regular weekly or monthly donations. All the special envelopes 
are also available to make a donation, even making a donation for a Mass. Online Giving Technical support 
can be reached by calling 800-348-2886 Option 2.  You can also reach support via email 
at onlinegiving@osv.com. 

Collection April 5:  $10,124 
 

YTD Needed 
$728,734 

 
Y-T-D Collected 

(including Holy Days & Feasts) 
$685.123 

 
 
 

Shortage –$43,611 

 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo is delaying the launch of this year’s Bishop’s Annual Appeal and turning our 
focus to securing financial support for our Parishes. To that end we are pleased to announce the 
launch of an online giving initiative, “Forward in Faith: The Parish Support Fund.”   
 

This fund has been created in collaboration with Our Sunday Visitor. Parishioners, as well as any  
interested donor, will be able to visit our diocesan website (www.diokzoo.org/parish-fund) and make a 
contribution to a specific Parish.  Donations to the fund will be deposited to a Diocesan account and 
then directly distributed to the donor’s specified Parish.  

 

The “Forward in Faith: Parish Support Fund” has been established to give an immediate, easy and accessible way for Parish-
ioners to donate and will include all of our 59 Parishes. This is especially helpful for smaller parishes where having their own 
online giving isn’t financially feasible. 
 

Our Diocese will also be promoting the “Forward in Faith: the Parish Support Fund” to a broader audience of donors 
through social media marketing.  

mailto:onlinegiving@osv.com
http://www.diokzoo.org/parish-fund
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• The content found last week on page 5 is now available on page 6 since the Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools 
page is not currently being updated.  

 

• You can find the weekly bulletin on our website stjojsephbc.org, our parish app (text app to 88202) or at 
discovermass.com. At Discover Mass you can sign up for a weekly email notification with a link to the current 
week’s bulletin. 

 

• Watch, listen and read. Anywhere, anytime, visit formed.org.  FORMED provides the 
very best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations to help parishes, families 
and individuals explore their faith anywhere. Supporting thousands of movies, 
children’s programs, ebooks, audio, parish programs and studies direct to your 
browser, mobile or connected device. Formed is provided free to our parishioners, 
courtesy of our Battle Creek Catholic Parishes. Use this code to sign up: PTRKXD. 
Contact: bkincaid@bcacs.org. 

From Fr. Andrew Raczkowski 

 

Brothers and Sisters, 

Christ is risen! He is truly risen! 

You may have heard the news already that Bishop Bradley recently asked me to take on the responsibility as 
pastor of Holy Angels Parish in Sturgis, and St. Joseph in White Pigeon. The move takes effect with a shocking 
rapidity, on April 20th. Fr. Max Nightengale will arrive at about the same time to take my place here at St. Jo-
seph and St. Jerome. You will love him, as he is a charming, intelligent, and witty young priest.  

Every ending is also a beginning, an opportunity for grace. Imagine the scene in the upper room. The disciples 
are cowering there. Just a few days earlier it had been the scene of a solemn but intimate Passover supper, one 
unlike any which they had celebrated before. “Take and eat, this is my body.” “Take and drink, this is my blood 
of the covenant which will be given for many.” And it seemed to all go downhill from there, and rapidly.  

Now they are in the same room, with the doors locked, afraid that they may be next. And then the unthinkable 
happens: Jesus stands in their midst and says, “Peace be with you.”  

From every apparent ending, every seeming death, for those of us with faith, there is new life offered. The final-
ity of endings does not hold the final word over us. Life is possible, because Life itself has sprung from the 
grave, because God has loved us.  

This time seems to hold a lot of endings, a lot of things we didn’t plan on. As I mentioned Thursday night when 
we first announced the change, this was not something I was campaigning for. Bishop Bradley told me, “We 
have a need.” What came to mind were Jesus’ words, “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  

In my time here, I have tried to serve. I sincerely ask your forgiveness for any offenses I may have given. I tried 
to speak the truth, but I may not always speak it in the best way. Please forgive me any weaknesses or failures 
on my part. And know that any offense, if there were any, is long since forgiven by me. I thank you all for your 
welcome and support and prayers. I thank the staff at St. Joseph and St. Jerome, and especially for Fr. Chris, all 
for putting up with me. I will miss you all. If God wills it, our paths may converge again, and we may end up at 
some parish together again.  

Please pray for me in my new responsibilities. Know that I will be praying for you. As Fr. Chris says frequently, 
“Let us be great saints.”  

Caritas, 
 
Fr. Andrew Raczkowski   
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Tri-Parish Pro-Life Spiritual Adoption Program 
It is not too late to participate in the Tri-
Parish Pro-Life Ministry's Spiritual 
Adoption program.  This is a very simple 
program to pray a two sentence prayer 
everyday from now until Christmas to 
save an unborn baby who is in danger of 
abortion.   

All you have to do is: 
•Think of a name for your spiritually adopted baby. 
•Fill out a heart pledge card with your name and your baby's 
name. 
•Say the short prayer each day from the Annunciation to 
Christmas (the same nine months that Jesus was growing in the 
womb of Mary). 
•Give us your email so you can receive updates each month 
about your baby's progress. 
•Donate a baby item at the end of the program in January 2021 
 

Since we are not able to attend Mass, we are offering you the 
opportunity to sign up by email.  If you would like to participate 
in this program, please email chirzel@aol.com: 
1.  Your name (how you would like it to be printed on your  
      heart pledge card)  
2.  Your Baby’s name 
3.  Which parish you attend  
 

We will email you the prayer.  A heart pledge card with your 
name will be added to our boards which will be displayed in the 
three churches when they reopen.  We all need more prayers in 
this time of crisis.  Let us not forget to pray for the unborn, our 
most vulnerable.  Your prayers can make a difference between 
whether a baby will be born...or aborted.  Our prayers can also 
be a form of spiritual support for both of the parents.  Please 
share the love of LIFE given to you by the Lord of all life and join 
in spiritually to adopt a baby.  Thank you. God bless you!   

 

MONTH 1 – Developing Baby 
 

Thank you for praying for me. 
I am one month old now. 

  

I have a heart pumping my 
blood and a backbone. 

 

 I am very, very tiny and I 
appreciate your prayers. 

 
 

Your spiritually adopted baby has been quite active over the past 
month. Already your baby is 10,000 times bigger than at 
conception. Our baby has developed the foundations of her 
brain, spinal cord, and nervous system by the 20th day. Her heart 
began to beat on the 21st day, pumping blood through its own 
circulatory system and the blood type can be different from her 
mother’s.  
 

Your baby is most vulnerable during the next month of being 
aborted. Pray that the Lord of Life might move the heart of her 
mother to give her the most precious gift of all - - the gift of life. 

 

Connecting with Mercy  Is there someone in 
your neighborhood who would enjoy a phone chat, a 
brief distraction from all the worries of today? Why 
not pick up the phone and let them know that some-
one is thinking of them.  This is mercy, too. 

Stay Connected to St. Joseph Church 
 

Like us on Facebook: St. Joseph Catholic Church 
 

Use Online Giving:  osvonlinegiving.com/3010 
You can give a one time donation or set up regular 
weekly or monthly donations.    
 

Get the St. Joseph Parish App: Text App to 88202. 
Text messages will send out new information. 
You can access the bulletin, sign up for Online 
Giving, readings, prayers and much more. 
 

Visit our St. Joseph Website: stjosephbc.org 
The home page has current information. You can  
access the bulletin and sign up for Online Giving. 
 

Access Catholic content on FORMED: See page 4 
for details. Free to Battle Creek Parishes. 

Honor thy Mother and Father 

Tri-Parish Pro-Life Ministry invites you to join us in 
honoring mothers and fathers for giving us life.  
During May and June, Masses have been scheduled 
at all three parishes to remember and pray for both 
our living and deceased parents.  If you would like 
your loved ones remembered at these special 
Masses, please email us at: 
prolifeministrybc@yahoo.com by May 9 with your 
name(s), the parish you attend, and the names of 
your loved ones.  These names will be included in a 
special insert in the bulletins on Father’s Day.   
 

Masses will be said: 
St. Jerome May 10 & June 21 at 10:00 am  
St. Joseph May 10 at 10 am; May 23 at 5 pm 
  June 7 at 10 am; June 21 at 8 am 
St. Philip       May 10 at 11:30 am, May 16 at 4:30 pm 
       June 21 at 9 am, June 28 at 11:30 am 
 

Donations would be very much appreciated and can 
be dropped in the collection baskets when Masses 
resume in an envelope marked “Tri-Parish Pro-Life 
Ministry”.  Checks can be made out to “Tri-Parish Pro
-Life Ministry”. 

 
 

"Thank you, Mom and 
Dad, for the gift of life!  

mailto:chirzel@aol.com
mailto:prolifeministrybc@yahoo.com


Pastor .......Reverend Fr. Christopher Ankley 
 frchris@bcacs.org 
Parochial Vicars ...................... Fr. Pius Cung 

frpius@bcacs.org 
 ................................. Fr. Andrew Raczkowski 
 frandrew@bcacs.org 
Deacons ...... David Krajewski, James Nelson 
 
 

Emergency Assistance 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 969-5606 

Pastoral Care of the Sick 
If you are homebound, contact Linda 
Kellogg  965-2074 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements. 

Sacrament of Eucharist 
Sacrament of Confirmation 

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders 
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance. 

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick 
In case of an accident, surgery or other 
emergency, call 962-0165.  

Parish Staff 

Parish Office Manager ........... Shirley Springer 
▪ sspringer@bcacs.org                     962-0165 

Communications, Music .............. Ellen Tipton 
▪ etipton@bcacs.org                        962-0165 

Faith Formation...................... Barbara Kincaid 
      ▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org                     965-4079 
Liturgy and Music .................... James Zalewski 
     ▪ music@bcacs.org                    962-2133 
Pastoral Ministry ............ Sr. Cyrilla Jegla, RSM 
 965-1990 
Youth Ministry ........................... Andrea Perry 
     ▪ aperry@bcacs.org                         788-7000 

Parish Ministries 

All Saints Superfest ....................... Ed Bauman 
      ▪ edbauman@hotmail.com  962-1328 
Boy Scouts Troop 325 ................. Bob Johnson 
     ▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 965-7365 
Catholic Men’s Fellowship ............ John Duyck 
     ▪ jrdaddio@outlook.com 965-8954 
Connecting with Mercy ................... Mary Sine 
     ▪ sine74@msn.com  
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale 
     ▪ cvitale@mail.com 989-723-1842  
Echo Apprentice ......................... Ruby Briones 

▪ rbriones@bcacs.org                        962-0165 
Evangelization Commission .. Suzanne Nielsen 
       ▪ stjec@bcacs.org & Nancy Haack 
Family Activity Night ............... Loretta Mahley 
      ▪ Lmahley30@icloud.com   

Finance Council ............................. Ed Bauman 
      ▪ edbauman@hotmail.com  962-1328 

Formed Access Code ........................  
Hispanic Community .. Fr. Andrew Raczkwoski 
      ▪ frandrew@bcacs.org  962-0165 
Jail Ministry ............................. Rita Wahmhoff 
      ▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com  968-3067 
Knights of Columbus .............. Andrew Kincaid 
       ▪ kincaid.tribe@gmail.com   589-5888 
Lakeview Food Pantry............... Janet Borders 
      ▪  jdbdvm@comcast.net   965-2632  
Legion of Mary ........................... Linda Kellogg 
      ▪ kellogg-dl@att.net  965-2074 
Newcomers .................. Phil & Mary Sue Avery 
      ▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com  979-9105  
Perpetual Adoration St. Philip ................ Betty 
      ▪ bdillard7@gmail.com  962-8255 
Prayerline ..................................... Linda Opack 
 962-7339 
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch 
(Scripture Study) 425-9395 
Spanish Choir ............................... Teresa Bello 

  269-274-7409 

   419-5786 
Spiritual Library ....................... Rita Wahmhoff 
      ▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com  968-3067 
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel 
     ▪ chirzel@aol.com  968-4639  

Parish Directory 

 

mailto:jdbdvm@comcast.net
mailto:chirzel@aol.com

