
 

 
In times of desolation, God conceals Himself from us so  

that we can discover for ourselves what we are without Him.   
St. Margaret of Cortona 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1033934
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1033934


St. Joseph Catholic Church Page 2 Battle Creek, MI

Mass Schedule

St. Joseph, Pray for Us

Saturday, March 5 - Vigil: First Sunday of Lent 
 5:00 pm † Jason Abramowicz by Linda Abramowicz 
Sunday, March 6 -  First Sunday of Lent
 8:00 am  Special Intention by Bridgett Ellis 
  10:00 am † Luis Ponce Elizondo by Stark Family 
  12:00 pm † Patricia Bundy by Wednesday SCC 
  2:00 pm † Herman Swick by Joanie Marshall Burmese 
5:00 pm The People of St. Joseph & St. Jerome Spanish

Readings For: 1st Sunday of Lent
Dt 26:4-10, Rom 10:8-13, Lk 4:1-13

Monday, February 28
8:00 am † Pamela Rondeau

Tuesday, March 1
8:00 am † Charles Aitken by Mary Culp

Ash Wednesday, March 2
8:00 am † Peg Crane by Dee Wygant
4:30 pm Patricia Sawzalian (Birthday) by Biak Thuantho Burmese
6:00 pm John Sawzalian (Birthday) by Biak Thuantho
7:30 pm For Vocations to the Priesthood & Religious Life Spanish

Thursday, March 3
6:00 am Breakfast with Jesus
8:00 am Lucia Cung (12th Birthday) by Family
5:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations 

First Friday, March 4
8:00 am † Wendell Schoder By Schoder Family
8:30 am Adoration

12:00 pm Confessions
4:45 pm Benediction
5:00 pm Stations Burmese
6:00 pm Stations Spanish
7:00 pm Stations English
8:00 pm Lucernarium

First Saturday, March 5
8:00 am † Deceased Members of Derry Family by Faulk Family
8:30 am Confessions
3:30 pm Holy Hour for Life
3:30 pm Confessions

Minister
Schedule

March
5 & 6

Saturday, February 26 - Vigil: Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:00 pm † Donald & Melba McNary

Sunday, February 27 - Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am † Dave Goethe by Lee Papke 

10:00 am † Herbert Spencer by Adam Sprague
12:00 pm † Deceased Members Derry Family by Faulk Family
2:00 pm The People of St. Joseph & St. Jerome Burmese
5:00 pm † Margaret Martinez by Sarah Angus Spanish

▪ Monday 7:00 pm in St. Joseph Church Spanish
▪ Wednesday 9:00 am - Saturday 9:00 am in St. Philip

Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the Seton Center
▪ Thursday 5:00 to 6:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations
▪ Friday 8:30 am - Benediction 4:45 pm in St. Joseph

Church
▪ Saturday 3:30 - 5:00 pm Holy Hour for Life in St. Joseph

Church 

St. Joseph: To sign up for a Holy hour or to be on the sub 
list for Friday Adoration, please call Marlene: 962-8641 
and leave your name and phone number.

St. Philip: Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the St. Philip 
Seton Center,  Wednesday 9:00 am to Saturday 9:00 am, 
call Betty Dillard: 962-8255 to sign up.

Adoration 

of the 

Blessed 

Sacrament

Saturday Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM Sunday, 12:00 PM

Cantor Yvonne Holso Robert Valkner Jen Grady Annette Kukla

Reader
Annette Pratt Cristine Jones Nicole Fetterhoff

Chuck Kincaid
Rhonda Washington

Server Camille Evangeliste
Brendan Bailey-Vega
Arvin Buenevida

Assumpta Tling
Nicholas Htet
Jean Khim

Clement Mawia Nicholas Thang
Emily Par, Emily Mawi

Usher
Kenneth Kropen
Chuck Mead
NOT FILLED

John Bizon
Rita Wahmhoff
Shari Wojcik

Kathy & Alyssa Askler
Carson Brown
Chris Staab

Judy Buch, Peggy Myers
Susie Labrecque
Beverly Stevens

Pastoral Care of the Sick 
If you know someone who would like Communion brought to 
them at home, please contact Linda Kellogg at 269-965-2074.

Connecting with Mercy
So many of us carry worries and concerns these days. 

Try giving them to God each night.
He's going to be up all night anyway. 

First Friday Rosary March 4
7:00 pm in the Parish Center Chapel.

Formed Watch, listen and read. 
Anywhere, anytime, visit formed.o to access the very best 

Catholic content from more than 60 organizations to help 
parishes, families and individuals explore their faith anywhere. 

Formed is provided free to our parishioners, courtesy of our 
Battle Creek Catholic Parishes. Use this code to sign up: 

PTRKXD. Contact: bkincaid@bcacs.org.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Dear Friends, 
 
In the book of Genesis we read of 
God creating the world and it is 
good, very good.  We also read of 
His creation of our first parents and 
how He wanted them to share in His 
goodness and love.  He gave them 
everything, even giving them His 
very self.  But they turned away.  
And after committing the Original 
Sin Adam and Eve’s eyes were 
opened.  They realized they were 
naked.  They realized that they were 
vulnerable; they realized that they 
could be hurt by the other.  And so 
they covered themselves and hid.  
They felt the full weight of sin.   
 
But God came looking for them 
repeating, with concern, over and 
over “Where are you?”  “Where 
are you?”  And in answer to this 
question they gave excuses.  Adam 
blamed Eve, Eve blamed the serpent.  
But God wasn’t looking for excuses; 
He was only looking for His friends 
and a simple contrite heart.   
 
In 13th century Laviano Italy there 
was a young girl by the name of 
Margaret.  She was an only child and 
she was very beautiful.  In their 
devotion to her, Margaret’s parents 
spoiled her.  She grew to be willful, 
restless, and very dissatisfied.  Very 
dissatisfied with what she had, she 
wanted more.  What she wanted was 
more life and more excitement, more 
of anything than what she found in 
her small sleepy town.  And because 
of her good looks she learned how to 
use men and to get what she wanted.  
And there were always men who 
were only too happy to comply.   
 
As a teenager Margaret’s mother died 
and her father quickly remarried.  
Margaret and the step-mom did not 
get along.  The step-mom was 
amazed at Margaret’s self-
indulgence.  By the time Margaret 
was 17 there was just too much 
turmoil in the house so she moved 
out.  She went to the next town over, 
Montepulciano, and hired herself out 
as a servant in the castle.  She was 
finally free of her stifling home; she 
could now live as she pleased.  She 

soon caught the eye of the Master of 
that castle.  He made her his mistress 
and he gave her anything and 
everything she wanted. He indulged 
her every whim.   She lived this way 
for nine years.   
 
But every so often she would think of 
home.  And that maybe it wasn’t as 
unhappy as she had thought.  She had 
traded her freedom in that little town 
of Laviano for the slavery of riches 
and pleasure.  These riches are 
misery she would think.  It’s as if our 
Lord was saying to her, as He said to 
Adam and Eve, “Where are you? 
Where are you Margaret?”  But 
she pushed those guilty thoughts 
aside and went back to castle life.   
 
The turning point eventually came 
when one evening the master failed 
to return home.  His hunting dog 
came in all by himself, but no master.  
Margaret grew concerned so she 
went in search of him.  Eventually 
she found him.  He was out in the 
woods hidden under a pile of brush.  
Someone had murdered him and tried 
to hide the body.  In her conscience 
our Lord said to her again, “Where 
are you?  Where are you 
Margaret?”  
 
She began to wonder, “What 
happened to the soul of her master?”  
He had the same attitude towards life 
as she did, focused more on pleasure 
and self than on anything else.  
Where is his soul?  Margaret then 
began to wonder what would happen 
to her if she were to die at the 
moment.  This moment became her 
moment of conversion.   
 
She went home to her father’s house, 
and like the prodigal son of scripture, 
she fell at her father’s feet begging 
him with tears and repentance to give 
her shelter.  Her father forgave her 
right away.   
 
Margaret spent the next 33 years 
working at putting her focus on God 
and her neighbor; she did this by 
working with the Franciscans helping 
the poor.   She worked at learning 

humility.   Margaret’s long 
conversion was not always easy; as 
we can imagine, there were still 
moments of great temptation when 
she wanted to return to her old way 
of life.  When things got difficult she 
was very tempted to just run away 
and return to that old way of life.  It 
could’ve happened but with grace 
Margaret successfully overcame 
those temptations.  With God’s grace 
we now know Margaret as St. 
Margaret of Cortona, a patroness to 
invoke against temptations. 
 
At the beginning I spoke of those 
three words that God asked of Adam 
and Eve, He said, “Where are you?” 
We might ask ourselves, who is the 
God speaking these words?  Is he the 
All Powerful, the All Holy, the All 
Supreme and Infinite One?  Yes, 
He’s all of these, but I think these 
three words more accurately describe 
a loving Father looking for his 
children, wanting to restore a broken 
relationship.  It is a loving father who 
asks the words, “Where are you?”   
 
I think that any time we feel a good 
guilt that is our Lord saying to us, 
“Where are you?” any time we feel 
pain, that’s our body’s way of telling 
us something in our body needs 
attention.  In the same way anytime 
we feel a good guilt that’s our soul’s 
way of telling us the soul needs 
attention.  Our Lord wants to give us 
so much more, so much more than 
we are settling for.  And that much 
more is found in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.   
 
Peace and all good, 
 
Fr. Christopher J. Ankley 

From Fr. Christopher Ankley 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Financial Information  Living Memento Mori Weekly Prayer Prompt 
"May every moment of my life be a step closer to heaven. And 
when it's not, have mercy on me, Jesus."  
      -Memento Mori: Prayers on the Last Things. 
 

Memento Mori Lenten Reflection Series  
Sign up sheets are available by scanning this 
QR code with your phone's camera. The first 
session is March 9 at 7 pm in the Parish Center 
Community Room. Cash or checks are 
welcome. Make checks payable to St. Joseph 
Catholic Church with Memento Mori Series in 
the memo line. An email will be sent out when books have 
arrived in the Parish Office or they can be picked up at the 
first session. 
 
Catholic Men's Fellowship is a group of Christian brothers 
who meet weekly on Wednesdays from 7 to 8 pm and we discuss 
the struggles and joys of being a Christian man in today's world. 
We encourage one another to be better and support each other 
in times of struggle. There is no judgment and many 
participants share sensitive information and/or topics and as 
such we ask that what is shared at this group remain at this 
group. A weekly email will let everyone know where we will meet 
that Wednesday. We welcome any man 18 years of age or older 
(Catholic or not) who wishes to join us in Christian fraternity and 
encounter spiritual growth. Please reach out to Ryan Hoch with 
any questions, he can be reached by email 
at ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com.  

 

Have you ever thought about subscribing to the Magnificat, the little book that you see many folks using at Mass? The book 
contains Morning Prayer, Daily Mass, Evening Prayer and Sunday Masses. The book also has the meditations as well as great 
information about many saints who you may not know. The subscription is $32 per year, a savings of $15 a year. How it works: 
You pay St. Joseph Church, the Magnificat is delivered monthly to the office and you pick up your copy in the Rectory office, 
usually in the last week of the month. It’s that easy. If you would like to start a subscription or renew your existing subscription, 
please complete the information below. Enclose your check for $32.00, made out to St. Joseph Church, and return to the office 
no later than March 15. Your new subscription will begin with the May issue. If you have questions, contact Barb at 962-0165. 

Name _____________________________Email Address _______________________________Phone  ___________________ 

  

The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has  and  will 
continue  to cooperate with the Michigan 
Attorney General’s investigation and   
encourages   anyone   with   information  related  
to  misconduct  to  call  the  reporting  number  
set-up  by the Michigan Attorney General’s 
office at: 844.324.3374. 

Cereal City Concer t  Band  
with Members of the Pennfield High School Band  

presents America a musical portrait  
 

February 27 3:00 pm at Pennfield Performing Arts Center  
$10 Adults, $5.00 Seniors, Students & Veteran 

Tickets at the door. 

Trauma Recovery Program 
The Diocese of Kalamazoo is offering a ten-week virtual 
Trauma Recovery Program beginning Monday evening, 
March 14 for 10 consecutive weeks.  The Trauma Recovery 
Program is a faith-based response to adult survivors of 
childhood abuse and/or neglect. It is offered free of charge 
by the Diocese of Kalamazoo.  The program encourages 
effective living in the present and participation is strictly 
confidential.  Please contact the Trauma Recovery Office 
at TRA@TraumaRecoveryAssociates.com or 269-459-2121 to 
register.  Or, you may contact Deacon David Krajewski for 
further information at 269-275-3272.  More information can 
also be found on the Diocesan website under the Trauma 
Recovery Program.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.diokzoo.org/documents/2017/8/Brochure%20Intro%20to%20TRP%20rev.%202017%207.pdf
mailto:TRA@TraumaRecoveryAssociates.com
mailto:ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com


St. Joseph Catholic Church Page 5 Battle Creek, MI

Fr. Chris will offer a 5 week Lenten course on Wednesday, March 9 ONLY at St. Jerome based 
on No Greater Love, A Biblical Walk through Christ’s Passion by Dr. Edward Sri. The Class will 
begin after the 9:00 am Mass (9:30am on Wednesdays), the last class will be Wednesday April 
6. The cost of the book and work book is $20.00, checks payable to St. Joseph Church. If you 
would like book/workbook sign up by March 2 so books are available for the first class. 

“This study will help you understand Christ’s passion in a new way. The “head knowledge” you 
will gain will help you grow in the “heart knowledge” as you follow up on what you have learned. The Bible will always remain 
a mystery, though, and this is part of the beauty; we can never exhaust the treasures of Scripture. Fortunately for us, the Bible 
is not a subject to master; but a place to encounter the living Word of God”

Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need

Geri Bateman, Chris Bradley, 
Gerry Campbell, Sue Case, 

Bernadette Emmons, 
Mary Faber, Bernadette 

Heldt, 

Carolyn Kewley, Joseph Larner, Dolly 
Lianukthang and Unborn Babies, 

Robert Lindstrom, 
Scott Marko, Doug Marshall, 

Curtis Mason, Walt Matyasic, 

Pat Murphy, Mike O’Hare, Karen Partin, 
Jeannette Peevers, Sandy Power, Sally Ringle, 
Cheryl Scales, Julie Schoder, Shirley Springer, 

Michael Sutton, 

Into The Breach
Michael Scriber │scriberm6470@gmail.com
Jeff Cypher │bga@stmarykzoo.org

The Knights of Columbus is hosting their Into The Breach 
men’s program on Saturday, March 5 from 8:30 - 10:00 am 
at Fr. Bart Memorial Hall of St. Mary’s Catholic Church on 
939 Charlotte Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49048. Into The Breach 
is a men’s study program which reads and discusses the 
famous Apostolic Exhortation “Into The Breach” written by 
Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted to combat the crisis of religious 
faith in today’s world. Come Join the Knights in prayerfully 
examining the Bishop’s letter and devising a personal plan 
of spiritual battle and growth in virtue. Please contact 
Faith Director, Michael Scriber or Grand Knight, Jeff Cypher 
with any questions.

Battle Creek St. Joseph/St. Jerome Conference 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is an 
international organization of Catholic lay 
people seeking to fulfill the two Great 
Commandments:  Love of God and Love of 
neighbor.  

The Conference was founded in 1952 and 
presently consists of 20 members from St. 
Joseph and St. Jerome Church.  The members 
come together in the Parish Center every 
Monday evening for a meeting of spiritual 
renewal and to review cases and decide on 

what course of action is required.  

During the past fiscal year of October 1, 2020-September 30, 
2021, there were approximately 200 requests for assistance 
processed by our conference, including 109 families who 
received food through the SVDP Food Pantry.  YOUR donations 
make all of this possible.

Active Members donated a recorded time of 2,100 hours and 
over 5,900 miles carrying out material and spiritual assistance 
on behalf of, and always in the name of, St. Vincent DePaul 
Society and our Parishes. 

Each year the Society organizes the Tree of Love project which 
provides food and holiday gifts for needy families. At Christmas 
2021, 110 families were helped.  

The funds for the operations of the Society come from personal 
donations, the annual collection designated by Father Chris for St. 
Vincent’s, taken in September, memorial gifts, bequests in wills 
and trusts and year round contributions from conscientious 
donors who drop their own SVDP marked envelopes at the parish 
office or into the collection baskets.  Without this generosity from 
our parishioners the St. Vincent de Paul Society could not 
continue their much needed aid to those less fortunate.   

Calls for help are received on the conference’s telephone 
answering machine and are then assigned to a two-person team 
that follows through on the requests.  All matters are handled 
quickly, quietly, discreetly and confidentially.  For assistance or 
membership information, please call 269-969-5606 and leave your 
contact information.   

Your St. Vincent DePaul Conference wishes to thank you for your 
continued support throughout the year.  Your unfailing generosity 
and compassion for others has allowed us to serve those most in 
need in our parish and in our community.  May God bless you all. 

Tri-Parish Youth & Young Adult Ministries

High Schoolers are invited to Breakfast with Jesus this 
Thursday, March 3. Mass will be at 6 am with breakfast after!

Upcoming Dates: 
Agape Latte March 7
Lucernarium March 11

Contact Director of Religious Education Max Crean at 
mcrean@bcacs.or or 269-788-3598.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:mcrean@bcacs.org
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What is one of the benefits of 
Catholic education? 

Our students say: "Practice of Faith".

One of our families shared: "Last week when 
we asked our son why he was sitting quietly in 
his room, he told us we were interrupting the 
rosary he was praying for his grandma. 
Unprompted prayer. That’s why I love our 
Catholic Schools!"

Consider the gift of Catholic education for your 

children. Go to bcacs.org for more information.

Can you help us reach our goal for the 

2021-2022 Annual Fund Drive?

Funds provided through this campaign offset 

the cost of operations, making tuition as 

affordable as affordable as possible 

to as many families as possible.

If you would like to help us reach our goal, 
contact Abby Lumbard at 

269-963-4771 or via email at ALumbard@bcacs.org to 
discuss the various ways you can give. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor ...................... Fr. Christopher Ankley
frchris@bcacs.org

Parochial Vicars ......................Fr. Pius Cung
..........................................frpius@bcacs.org
...................................... Fr. Max Nightingale

frmax@bcacs.org
Deacons...... David Krajewski, James Nelson

Emergency Assistance
St. Vincent de Paul Society               969-5606

Pastoral Care of the Sick
If you are homebound, contact Linda Kellogg 

965-2074
Sacrament of Baptism

Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements.

Sacrament of Penance
Saturdays 3:30 pm, 1st Friday 12:00 pm, 
1st Saturday 8:30 am, and by appointment.

Sacrament of Eucharist
Sacrament of Confirmation

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date.

Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance.

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick
In case of an accident, surgery or other 
emergency, call 962-0165. 

Parish Staff

Director of Operations, RCIA and Adult
Faith Formation ..................... Barbara Kincaid
▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org   962-0165
Director of Liturgy and Music. James Zalewski
▪ music@bcacs.org 962-2133
Director of Religious Education and
Youth Ministry ............................... Max Crean
▪ mcrean@bcacs.org 788-3598
Communications, Music ...............Ellen Tipton
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165
Echo Apprentice .......................Emma Schuler
▪ eschuler@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Ministries

All Saints Superfest....................... Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Boy Scouts Troop 325 ............... Eddie Thomas
▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 420-0924
Catholic Men’s Fellowship..............Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Connecting with Mercy .................. Mary Sine
▪ sine74@msn.com
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale
▪ cvitale@mail.com ................... 517-256-9162 
Evangelization..............................Tony Wocjik
▪ stjec@bcacs.org

Finance Council............................. Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328

Formed Access Code........................
Friday Adoration....................Marlene Hazdra

962-8641
Hispanic Community ....... Fr. Max Nightingale
▪ frmax@bcacs.org 962-0165
Jail Ministry ............................ Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Knights of Columbus..................Dave Sprague
▪ tsadave@aol.com 734-604-1323 
Lakeview Food Pantry ...............Janet Borders
▪ jdbdvm@comcast.net 965-2632 
Legion of Mary........................... Linda Kellogg
▪ kellogg-dl@att.net 965-2074
Newcomers..................Phil & Mary Sue Avery
▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com 979-9105
Rosary Makers Guild .................. Angie Disher
▪ amdisher@peoplepc.com 850-380-7593
Online Giving Support .............. 800-348-2886 
Prayerline..................................... Linda Opack

962-7339
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch
(Scripture Study) 425-9395
Spanish Choir ............................... Teresa Bello

269-274-7409

419-5786
Spiritual Library ...................... Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel
▪ chirzel@aol.com 968-4639 

Parish Directory

St. Joseph Catholic Church
61 23rd Street North

Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone 269-962-0165

Michigan CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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