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Dear Friends, 
 
I recently read this article about a 
priest who recounts his visit to a sick 
man in the hospital.  He went to the 
hospital many times and would sit and 
talk for an hour or so with the man just 
to keep him company.  In the same 
room with this sick man was another 
man, a burn victim, who was severely 
disfigured from head to foot.  Most of 
his face had been burnt and disfigured.  
The priest recounted how he tried to 
avoid looking at this severely burned 
man.  One day, the sick man who the 
priest was visiting asked the priest if 
the burned man made him 
uncomfortable.  “You know,” said 
the priest, “I’m ashamed to say it, but 
yes.  I don’t like looking at the man 
and his wounds, the wounds are very 
sickening.” “Would you like to know 
what happened to him?”  Asked the 
sick man.  “Sure” replied the priest.   
 
This man and his wife lived in a house 
nearby with their four children.  One 
night the house caught fire and the 
whole family quickly ran outside to 
escape.  The father of the house 
gathered his family together in the 
front lawn, but noticed that their 
youngest daughter, only about two 
years old, was missing.  Frantically, 
the father ran back into the burning 
house.  No one knew that the youngest 
daughter was in the house next door.  
When the fire started and everyone ran 
out the front door, the young girl went 
out the back door.  The next door 
neighbor, wanting to protect the child 
and not seeing the rest of the family, 
brought the girl inside as she called 
911.  The father not finding the 
daughter, stayed in the house looking 
for her.  And he stayed in there. And 
he stayed in there.  And he stayed in 
there longer.  Eventually the roof 
collapsed on top of him.  When the 
firefighters found him he was so badly 
burned that they thought he was dead.  
The doctors say it was a miracle that 
he lived.    
 
As we know an earthly fire consumes 
and destroys and disfigures anything in 
its path but today in our first reading 
we hear about another type of fire.  A 
heavenly fire and this is a fire that does 
not consume, or destroy, or disfigure.  
Moses on Mount Horeb sees fire 
flaming out of a bush and yet the bush 
is not destroyed.  This fire is the 
presence of God making himself seen 
and felt.   That bush represents 

creation; it represents one of God’s 
own creatures, one of his own 
creations.  And when God comes close 
the bush is set on fire, but it’s not 
consumed or destroyed.  And the same 
can be said about us too, when God is 
close to us nothing of his Earthly 
creation is destroyed or consumed.  
God’s presence in us makes us radiant.  
I’m sure we all know the person who 
always seems to glow with God’s 
grace, a person filled with the fruits 
and gifts of the Holy Spirit.  That 
person has let herself/himself receive 
the heavenly fire (grace).   When we 
let God come close, when we let Him 
into our soul, we are made more 
beautiful, more radiant, more perfect, 
and more fully ourselves, and like that 
burning bush we become a source of 
light for those around us.   
 
Now in our first reading God also tells 
us, “I am who  am” and in this 
statement He is telling us that He is not 
just one being among many, but that 
He is Being Himself, sheer Being 
itself.  There is no category for God he 
is above all categories.  He’s not 
animal, vegetable, or mineral.  He’s 
infinitely above all these labels.  If He 
were just some being, if we could put a 
label on God, then He could never 
come close to us without competing 
with us.  I’m a being and I can’t come 
near you without violating or 
competing for your space.  A wolf 
can’t enter into the space of a deer 
without violating the deer.  But 
because God is beyond, and because 
God is Being Himself, He can enter 
into our being without consuming or 
destroying or competing with us, and 
in the process of entering our being he 
makes us radiant.   
 
Now all of this goes against what the 
modern world is telling us.  The world 
tells us that the more we give to God 
the less we have for ourselves.  Saying 
no to God is saying yes to me.  But this 
is the exact opposite of what we 
believe, St. Irenaeus, from the second 
century, once said, “The glory of God 
is man and woman fully alive.”  
Meaning that the more we give glory 
to God the more we let God into our 
lives the more fully alive we become.  
When  God comes close to us when we 
invite him into our hearts 24/7 the 
more fully alive we become.  His 
grace, his fire, doesn’t consume it only 
enlightens and makes us free. 

Now back to the man rescued from the 
burning house, that man survived, but 
from the fire he was left with many 
physical scars and disfigurements that 
just couldn’t be fixed with surgery.  
From outward appearances some may 
have called him ugly.   His soul, 
however, and his outlook on life is a 
different story.  His soul is filled with 
heavenly fire and there is no ugliness 
there, like Jesus he loved until it hurt 
and to that young girl her father’s 
wounds are not hideous.  After 
growing up and learning the 
significance of the scars, she will 
forever look upon her father and see 
not ugliness but only see the glory of a 
total and selfless love.  Those wounds 
that he bears are a permanent physical 
reminder of his love.   
 
Throughout his pontificate Pope 
Benedict called us to an authentic and 
deep personal relationship with Jesus.  
He’s been quoted as saying many 
times, “Do not be afraid of Christ!  He 
takes nothing away and he gives you 
everything ... Open wide the doors to 
Christ and you will find true life. “Our 
Lord is waiting to set us on fire with 
his grace.  This heavenly fire does not 
destroy but only perfects and gives life.  
This fire awaits us in the Eucharist; 
this fire awaits us in the sacrament of 
reconciliation, waiting to burn away 
our sins and imperfections revealing 
the child of God that we truly are.  
Right now we are in the midst of Lent, 
a season that gives us the chance to 
change our minds and our hearts.  We 
don’t have to be afraid of God, the God 
of the Burning Bush.  He wants to set 
our soul on fire.  He wants us all to be 
fully alive.  So go to Him, go to Him 
often, give Him your heart and soul, let 
His fire transform you and find a life 
you never thought possible.   
 
If you are what you should be you 
will set the world ablaze.  St. 
Catherine of Siena 
 
Pax et Bonum, 
 
Fr. Christopher J. Ankley 

From Fr. Christopher Ankley 
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Pastoral Care of the Sick 
If you know someone who would like Communion 

brought to them at home, please contact 
Linda Kellogg at 269-965-2074.

Evangelization and Conversion 
This Lenten season let us, as a parish, pray the Memorare 

daily, fast, and give alms in a particular way for the intention of 
evangelization and conversion within our parishes of St. Jerome, 
St. Joseph, and St. Phillip. Furthermore, join Deacon Candidate 

Tony Wojcik after the Stations of the Cross to pray the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet for this same intention.

Connecting with Mercy
"Bless the food that we receive, and those who prepared it. 
Please give bread and joy to those who have none. Amen."

(Based on Grace before Meals, France)

First Friday Rosary April 1 - 7:00 pm Chapel

Ways to pray more during Lent 

• Adoration 7-8 pm Monday; 5-6 pm Thursday;        
8 am-5 pm Friday; 3:30 pm Saturday.

• Divine Mercy Chaplet After English Stations Fridays.
• Liturgy of the Hours See below for QR code.
• Lucernarium Fridays March 25 and April 8. All are invited 

for sung night prayer in the church at 8 pm.
• Parish App Find over 50 Catholic prayers, and set up prayer 

reminders so you don’t forget!
• Pray for Priests See below for prayer intentions.
• Rosary After 8 am Mass weekdays, before 10 am Mass 

Sunday, First Friday April 1 in Parish Center Chapel.
• Stations of the Cross  Fridays 5 pm Burmese; 6 pm Spanish; 

7 pm English.

Priests to pray for this week beginning with Sunday:
Fr. James O’Leary; Fr. Fabio Garzon;  Fr. Raul Gomez; 
Fr. Arthur Howard; Fr. James Richardson; Fr. Rob Johansen; 
Fr. Christian Johnson.

Liturgy of the Hours, eBreviary

The Liturgy of the Hours prayer for the current 
hour is offered using the QR code pictured, 
courtesy of ebreviary.com. Morning Prayer, 
Daytime Prayer, Evening Prayer & Night Prayer 
are available for every day.

Formed Watch, listen and read. 

Anywhere, anytime, visit formed.or to access the very best 
Catholic content from more than 60 organizations to help 
parishes, families and individuals explore their faith anywhere. 
Formed is provided free to our parishioners, courtesy of our 
Battle Creek Catholic Parishes. Use this code to sign up: 
PTRKXD. Contact: bkincaid@bcacs.org.

Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need

Geri Bateman, Chris Bradley, 
Gerry Campbell, Sue Case, 

Bernadette Emmons, 
Margaret England, Mary Faber, 

Bernadette Heldt, 

Carolyn Kewley, Joseph 
Larner, Dolly Lianukthang and Unborn Babies, 

Robert Lindstrom, 
Scott Marko, Doug Marshall, 

Curtis Mason, Walt Matyasic, 

Pat Murphy, Mike O’Hare, Karen Partin, 
Jeannette Peevers, Sandy Power, Sally Ringle, 
Cheryl Scales, Julie Schoder, Shirley Springer, 

Michael Sutton, 
Franklin Swart, 

Mary’s Way of the Cross

A Catholic tradition through the centuries has been to 
meditate on the Way of the Cross, so that it becomes our 
way of life.

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, made that first way of the 
cross. In these stations we see through Mary’s eyes what 
Jesus was going through on the way of Calvary. Then we 
are called to practical applications to our lives.

The stations and the words are not the heart of the matter; 
the heart of the matter is to go deeper and deeper into the 
sufferings of Christ, so that we might come out of this 
spiritual journey with an appreciation of what Christ did for 
us, and a deeper love for him and for our brothers and 
sisters.

“We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you, because by 
your holy cross you have redeemed the world.”                  

~Rev Andrew Costello, C.Ss.R.

Mary’s Way of the Cross will be presented by the ladies of 
St. Joseph Parish on Friday April 8 at 7:00 pm. Please join 
us for the beautiful mediation on the Way of the Cross. 
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Financial Information 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has and will continue  to 
cooperate with the Michigan Attorney General’s investigation 
and encourages  anyone with information  related to 
misconduct to call the reporting number set-up  by the 
Michigan Attorney General’s office at: 844.324.3374.

The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service has  
been  established  to  receive reports of sexual abuse and 
related misconduct by bishops and to relay those reports to 
proper Church authorities for investigation. To make a report, 
visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When 
a report includes a crime, such as the sexual abuse of a 
minor, it will also be reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, 
reports will be kept confidential. 

Trauma Recovery Program The Diocese of Kalamazoo 
is offering a ten-week virtual Trauma Recovery Program 
beginning Monday evening, March 14 for 10 consecutive 
weeks. The Trauma Recovery Program is a faith-based 
response to adult survivors of childhood abuse and/or 
neglect. It is offered free of charge by the Diocese of 
Kalamazoo. The program encourages effective living in the 
present and participation is strictly confidential. Please 
contact the Trauma Recovery Office at 269-459-2121 or 
at TRA@TraumaRecoveryAssociates.com to register. Or, 
contact Deacon David Krajewski for further information 
at 269-275-3272. More information can also be found on the 
Diocesan website under the Trauma Recovery Program. 

Relief Services for Ukraine As our prayers are joined 
for peace in the Ukraine, our hearts go out to our sisters 
and brothers severely impacted by the ravages of war. We 
are grateful for all those who generously donated to the 
“Three Churches” collection whose funds are being used 
for humanitarian aid to Ukraine. We are also grateful for 
those members of the Faithful who support the efforts of 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS). However, as I’m sure you’re 
aware, the need is great, and we are called during our 
Lenten Season of Grace to reach out in Christ-like love and 
charity to offer our financial help to those in great need. 

Bishop Paul J. Bradley has requested a second collection 
for USCCB’s Churches in Central & Eastern Europe fund 
this weekend. Checks should be made out to the parish 
with “Church in Central and Eastern Europe” written in 
the reference line. Funds collected will be distributed 
through the United States Bishops’ Church in Central and 
Eastern Europe to fund the official relief agencies of the 
Catholic Church, such as Caritas Ukraine. Thank you for 
helping those most in need of God’s healing love and 
support.

As Ukrainians flee their homes 
due to the conflict with Russia, 
CRS partner Caritas Poland assists 
Ukrainians crossing into Poland 
for safety. Photo courtesy of 
Caritas Poland.

Tri-Parish Youth & Young Adult Ministries
High schoolers meet at 6:30 pm. Young Adults meet after. 
This Friday, March 25. Adults are welcome to attend 
Lucernarium (Sung Night Paryer.)Contact Max Crean* for 
any question.

Aquinas College Open House High school students 
and families are invited to attend our Spring Open House on 
Saturday, March 26! Get the inside scoop on academics, 
athletics, service learning, study abroad and more! 
Details and registration information can be found 
at aquinas.edu/openhouse.

St. Joseph Website: stjosephbc.org

Get the St. Joseph Parish App 
Receive texts with information from St. Joseph Parish
To get the  App: Text App to 88202

St. Joseph Catholic 

Church, Battle Creek

Sponsor of the Week

Our sponsors make it possible for our bulletin to be 
published free of charge to our parish. 

Please thank them for advertising in our bulletin. 

Bulletin Deadline 
Monday 9:00 am for following weekend’s bulletin.
Please email your article to etipton@bcacsa.org.
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Mass Schedule

Terror of Demons, Pray for Us

Saturday, March 26- Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Lent
5:00 pm Elizabeth Iang (Birthday) by Biak Thuantho

Sunday, March 27 - Fourth Sunday of Lent
8:00 am † John Meneguzzo by Family

10:00 am Doug Marshall by Joanie Marshall
12:00 pm Thanksgiving to God for healing me by Jim Hazdra
2:00 pm The People of St. Joseph & St. Jerome Burmese
5:00 pm Natalie Simonds by Joanie Marshall Spanish

Readings For:
4th Sunday of Lent

Jos 5:9a, 10-12, 2 Cor 5:17-21, Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

Monday, March 21
8:00 am Spiritual Renewal & Conversion of Our Nation

Tuesday, March 22
8:00 am † Sr. Cyrilla Jegla by Steven & Larry Peck

Wednesday, March 23
8:00 am † Eric Symko by Neil & Nancy Haack

Thursday, March 24
8:00 am † Maria Dolores Grijalva Rodriguez bt Campos Family
5:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations 

Friday, March 25
8:00 am † Max Stark by Trudy Stark
8:30 am Adoration
4:45 pm Benediction
5:00 pm Stations with Benediction Burmese
6:00 pm Stations with Benediction Spanish
7:00 pm Stations with Benediction English

Saturday, March 26
8:00 am † Carol Ankley
3:30 pm Holy Hour for Life
3:30 pm Confessions

Minister
Schedule

March
26 & 27

Saturday, March 19 - Vigil: Third Sunday of Lent
5:00 pm † Josephine Elizondo by Elizondo & Stark Family

Sunday, March 20 - Third Sunday of Lent
8:00 am † Peg Crane by Dee Wygant

10:00 am † Sally Kohl  by C. Schroerlucke
12:00 pm † Heather Lynn Rasmussen (Kropen) by Family
2:00 pm Sawn Thuantho by Biak Thuantho Burmese
5:00 pm The People of St. Joseph & St. Jerome Spanish

▪ Monday 7:00 pm in St. Joseph Church Spanish
▪ Wednesday 9:00 am - Saturday 9:00 am in St. Philip 

Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the Seton Center
▪ Thursday 5:00 to 6:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations
▪ Friday 8:30 am - Benediction 4:45 pm St. Joseph Church
▪ Saturday 3:30 - 5:00 pm Holy Hour for Life in St. Joseph

Church 

St. Joseph: To sign up for a Holy hour or to be on the sub 
list for Friday Adoration, please call Marlene: 962-8641 
and leave your name and phone number.

St. Philip: Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the St. Philip 
Seton Center,  Wednesday 9:00 am to Saturday 9:00 am, 
call Betty Dillard: 962-8255 to sign up.

Adoration 

of the 

Blessed 

Sacrament

Saturday Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM Sunday, 12:00 PM

Cantor Yvonne Holso Robert Valkner Stanley Hoxie Matt Davis

Reader
Pat Squires Angela Adamson Jacqueline Clem

Steven Gage
Roger Buch

Server
Juan Mejia-Lugo
Renzo Sanchez
Camille Evangeliste

Helena Lan
John Lan

Jovani Mejia-Hernandez
Clement Mawia
Faustina Thian Khim
Assumpta Tling

Brendan Bailey-Vega
Jean Khim
Nicholas Thang

Usher
Jeremy Gallaway
Lucinda Gallaway
Chuck Mead

Rita Wahmhoff, John Bizon
Shari Wojcik
NOT FILLED

Kathy & Alyssa Askler
Chris Staab
NOT FILLED

Michael Olson
Rosemary Coon
Shirley Youmans

The Let MI Kids Learn
petition drive is 
underway to promote 
educational justice 
legislation.  Michigan 

children from low-income families would qualify for 
“Student Opportunity Scholarships” toward their out-of-
pocket educational costs at public or nonpublic schools for 
tutoring, school supplies, computers, and tuition among 
other expenses.  Donors to scholarship organizations would 
receive a state tax credit.   Low-income parishioners and 
members of our community would benefit from this 
initiated legislation, regardless of where they send their 
children to school. The petitions would place this proposal 
before the legislature, and, if approved, would not require 
the governor’s signature to become law.  As this is a 
nonpartisan effort, Catholic parishes and schools are 
allowed to circulate petitions. The Catholic Bishops of 
Michigan support this effort.   Please prayerfully consider 
signing the two required petitions to create the scholarship 
program and tax credits to improve the education of 
Michigan’s school children.
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We’re closer to reaching our goal for the 

2021-2022 Annual Fund Drive!

Can you help us get there?

Funds provided through this campaign offset 

the cost of operations, making tuition as

affordable as affordable as possible to as 

many families as possible.

If you would like to help us reach our goal, 

contact Abby Lumbard at 269-963-4771 

or via email at ALumbard@bcacs.org 

Full House 
Drawdown

April 30
St. Philip’s Sheila 

Guerra Gymnasium 
6:30pm-12:00am

An evening of fun and games 

where you will enjoy delicious 

hors d’oeuvres, a dinner buffet, 

desserts, and beverages. PLUS 

you may win the top prize of 

$5,000. To purchase your 

ticket, sponsor a table, or 

donate to the silent auction or 

balloon pop, contact  Pete 

Werner at (209-2569) or the 

BCACS office at (963-1131). 

BCACS & BCACS Foundation, 63 24th St N, Battle Creek, Michigan 49015      †    269.963.1131     † www.bcacs.org
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Pastor ...................... Fr. Christopher Ankley
frchris@bcacs.org

Parochial Vicars ......................Fr. Pius Cung
..........................................frpius@bcacs.org
...................................... Fr. Max Nightingale

frmax@bcacs.org
Deacons...... David Krajewski, James Nelson

Emergency Assistance
St. Vincent de Paul Society               969-5606

Pastoral Care of the Sick
If you are homebound, contact Linda Kellogg 

965-2074
Sacrament of Baptism

Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements.

Sacrament of Penance
Saturdays 3:30 pm, 1st Friday 12:00 pm, 
1st Saturday 8:30 am, and by appointment.

Sacrament of Eucharist
Sacrament of Confirmation

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date.

Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance.

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick
In case of an accident, surgery or other 
emergency, call 962-0165. 

Parish Staff

Director of Operations, RCIA and Adult
Faith Formation ..................... Barbara Kincaid
▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org   962-0165
Director of Liturgy and Music. James Zalewski
▪ music@bcacs.org 962-2133
Director of Religious Education and
Youth Ministry ............................... Max Crean
▪ mcrean@bcacs.org 788-3598
Communications, Music ...............Ellen Tipton
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165
Echo Apprentice .......................Emma Schuler
▪ eschuler@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Ministries

All Saints Superfest....................... Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Boy Scouts Troop 325 ............... Eddie Thomas
▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 420-0924
Catholic Men’s Fellowship..............Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Connecting with Mercy .................. Mary Sine
▪ sine74@msn.com
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale
▪ cvitale@mail.com ................... 517-256-9162 
Evangelization..............................Tony Wocjik
▪ tonyatstjoseph@gmail.com

Finance Council............................. Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328

Formed Access Code........................
Friday Adoration....................Marlene Hazdra

962-8641
Hispanic Community ....... Fr. Max Nightingale
▪ frmax@bcacs.org 962-0165
Jail Ministry ............................ Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Knights of Columbus..................Dave Sprague
▪ tsadave@aol.com 734-604-1323 
Lakeview Food Pantry ...............Janet Borders
▪ jdbdvm@comcast.net 965-2632 
Legion of Mary........................... Linda Kellogg
▪ kellogg-dl@att.net 965-2074
Newcomers..................Phil & Mary Sue Avery
▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com 979-9105
Rosary Makers Guild .................. Angie Disher
▪ amdisher@peoplepc.com 850-380-7593
Online Giving Support .............. 800-348-2886 
Prayerline..................................... Linda Opack

962-7339
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch
(Scripture Study) 425-9395
Spanish Choir ............................... Teresa Bello

269-274-7409

419-5786
Spiritual Library ...................... Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel
▪ chirzel@aol.com 968-4639 

Parish Directory

St. Joseph Catholic Church
61 23rd Street North

Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone 269-962-0165

Michigan CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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