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Dear Friends, 

One day, a great prince from a 
faraway kingdom came to a very 
remote and poor village.  There was 
great rejoicing at his arrival.  The 
people of the village welcomed him 
warmly and arranged a great feast.  
The prince stayed with the people of 
that village for some time; loving 
them, caring for them, eating with 
them, and sharing stories of his 
Father’s Kingdom with them.   

He shared one last meal with the 
villagers.  He explained that the time 
had come for him to go back to his 
Father.  He promised to prepare a 
place for them, and invited each one 
to follow after Him.  He explained 
that there would be great rejoicing in 
His Father’s kingdom upon their 
arrival.   

Before He left, He gave instructions 
to the village’s wise man, 
instructions for the people to follow, 
in order to enter His Father’s 
Kingdom.  The Prince also left a 
supply of crosses, and told the wise 
man that anyone who would come 
and follow after Him, would need to 
carry a cross with them in order to 
enter the kingdom.   

After sharing a final meal with the 
people of the village, He left them 
and returned to His kingdom.   

After a time, an elder of the village 
decided he would make the journey 
to the Prince’s kingdom.  He went to 
the wise man who explained the path 
he had to follow, and gave him one 
of the crosses, explaining he would 
need the cross with him in order to 
enter the kingdom.   

The man began his journey, dragging 
the heavy cross into he woods along 
the path.  It was very difficult for 
him to travel with the cross.  After 
several hours of struggle, he came 
upon a woodcutter’s hut.  And he 
devised a plan to make the journey 
easier.  He went inside, grabbed an 
axe and used it to chop off a length 
from each beam.  The shorter cross 
was easier to handle, and so he 
continued on his way.   

It was late in the day when he 
reached the edge of a great river.  He 
could see a beautiful kingdom on the 
other side.  People there spotted him 
and began rejoicing at his arrival.  
They instructed him to place his 
cross over the river and use it to 
cross over into the kingdom.  They 
would prepare a great feast for him.  
The man lay his cross down, but it 
was too short to reach to the other 
side. He fell with it into the water 
and disappeared in the current.   

Some days later, another villager felt 
called to make the journey to the 
Prince’s kingdom.  He went to visit 
the wise man and get instruction for 
his journey.  The wise man gave him 
careful instructions for the journey 
and explained that he must carry a 
cross with him, because it would be 
required to enter the kingdom.   

The man began his journey early the 
next morning, dragging the cross 
with him into the woods.  He too 
found it very difficult to move 
forward while carrying the heavy 
cross. It was several hours before he 
came to the woodcutter’s hut.  He 
came up with a plan to make his 
journey more bearable.   

He went inside, found an axe, and 
split the beams of his cross to lighten 
its weight.  He continued on his 
journey, much relieved about the less 
burdensome cross he carried.  
Finally, he came to a great river.  He 
could see a great kingdom on the 
other side.  Servants working in the 
fields there spotted him and began 
rejoicing.  They shouted instructions 
to him to place his cross across the 
river and use it as a bridge to pass 
over the water.  He lay the cross 
down, and began to walk over it, but 
the split beams were too weak to  
hold his weight.  The cross broke 
and he was swept away in the 
current of the great river.   

Several days later, a very frail old 
villager felt it was her time to make 
the journey to the Prince’s kingdom.  
She went to visit the village wise 
man.  She carefully received the  

instructions and obediently accepted 
the cross.  But it was all she could do 
to move the cross forward inch by 
inch.  She began her journey at dawn 
the next day, and after many stops 
for resting she reached the 
woodcutter’s hut a day later.  She 
went inside the cabin and saw all the 
axes and saws.  And she was very 
tempted to shorten her cross, but 
then she reasoned, saying to herself, 
“No, I was given this specific cross 
for a reason.  The wise man 
deliberated long and hard to choose 
just the right cross for me.”   

She rested there for the night, and 
started out again the next morning.  
The cross was still heavy but she 
was refreshed from the night’s rest.  
And that day she even met a hiker 
who helped carry her cross for a 
time, she didn’t do it alone.   It was 
late afternoon when she came to the 
edge of the great river.  She could 
see a beautiful kingdom on the other 
side.  The people who had been 
working in the fields saw her and 
began to rejoice.  They called to her 
and told her to place her cross over 
the river, and use it to come over to 
their side.  The frail woman laid the 
cross over the river and walked over 
it to reach the other side.  There, they 
wrapped her in fine robes and 
prepared a feast for her.  The Prince 
and His Father welcomed her and 
gave her a place that they had 
prepared just for her.   

Pick up your cross and follow the 
way of Jesus, His cross, our cross is 
the bridge to Heaven.   

Peace and all good, 

Fr. Christopher J. Ankley 

From Fr. Christopher Ankley 
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Pastoral Care of the Sick If you know someone who 
would like Communion brought to them at home, please 
contact Linda Kellogg at 269-965-2074.

The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has and will 
continue  to cooperate with the Michigan Attorney 
General’s investigation and encourages  anyone with 
information  related to misconduct to call the 
reporting number set-up  by the Michigan Attorney 
General’s office at: 844.324.3374.

The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service has  
been  established  to  receive reports of sexual abuse and 
related misconduct by bishops and to relay those reports to 
proper Church authorities for investigation. To make a report, 
visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When a 
report includes a crime, such as the sexual abuse of a minor, it 
will also be reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, reports will 
be kept confidential. 

Do Not Be Misled: A deceptive Constitutional Amendment 
petition is circulating to allow for unlimited and unregulated 
abortions in the state. This would legalize abortion at any time 
of pregnancy, for any reason, and prevent health and safety 
requirements for abortion facilities. If you are approached by a 
person collecting signatures, ask to first review the text of the 
proposal. Decline to sign if the description reads “Constitutional 
Amendment to: establish new individual right to reproductive 
freedom…” For more information, go 
to www.supportmiwomenandchildren.o .

As the Lenten season comes to an end, we would like to give you 
the opportunity to watch The Passion of the Christ. On April 15 
after the 1:00 pm Good Friday Service we will have a viewing of 
the movie.  We will begin between 2:45-3:00 pm in the school 
Library. Please use the front entrance of the school. The movie is 
rated R for violence. Kids are to be accompanied by a parent.  
There is no charge and you may bring a drink and snack. If you 
have questions, please call Barb in the office at 269-962-0165,

Ways to pray more this Lent and Easter Season
• Adoration 7-8 pm Monday; 5-6 pm Thursday;

8 am-5 pm Friday; 3:30 pm Saturday.
• Liturgy of the Hours See below for QR code.
• Lucernarium Fridays April 22 and May 6. All are invited for

sung night prayer in the church at 8 pm.
• Parish App Find over 50 Catholic prayers, and set up

prayer reminders so you don’t forget!
• Pray for Priests & Deacons See below for prayer

intentions.
• Rosary After 8 am Mass weekdays, before 10 am Mass

Sunday, First Friday May 6 in Parish Center Chapel.

Priests & Deacons to pray for starting Sunday:
Fr. Patrick Craig, Fr. Mike Hack, Fr. Dan Hyman, Fr. Arul Lazar,
Fr. Francis Marotti, Fr. Basker Lopez, Deacon Don Bouchard

Liturgy of the Hours, eBreviary
The Liturgy of the Hours prayer for the 
current hour is offered using the QR code 
pictured, courtesy of ebreviary.com. Morning 
Prayer, Daytime Prayer, Evening Prayer & 
Night Prayer are available for every day.

Formed Watch, listen and read. Anywhere, anytime, 
visit formed.org to access the very best Catholic content from 
more than 60 organizations to help parishes, families and 
individuals explore their faith anywhere. Formed is provided 
free to our parishioners, courtesy of our Battle Creek Catholic 
Parishes. Use this code to sign up: PTRKXD. Contact: 
bkincaid@bcacs.org.

Get the St. Joseph Parish App to receive regular texts with 
information from St. Joseph Parish. On the app: Daily Readings; 
Weekly Bulletin; Access to Online Giving; Common Catholic 
prayers; Bishop Barron’s Homilies; And more!
To get the  App: Text App to 88202

Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need

Geri Bateman, Chris Bradley, 
Gerry Campbell, 

Sue Case, 

Bernadette Emmons, Margaret England, Mary 
Faber, Bernadette Heldt, 

Carolyn Kewley, 
Joseph Larner, Robert Lindstrom, 

Scott Marko, Curtis 
Mason, Walt Matyasic, 

Pat Murphy, Mike O’Hare, 
Karen Partin, Jeannette Peevers, Sandy Power, 
Sally Ringle, Cheryl Scales, Julie Schoder, Shirley 

Springer, Michael 
Sutton, Frank Swart, 

Prayers for the Deceased
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Financial Information 

Cereal City Concer t  Band 
Dr. Stephen White, Conductor 
Alexis Stark, Soprano Soloist 

- Presents -

Let’s Dance!
    Sunday, April 24, 3:00 pm 

         Pennfield Performing Arts Center 

Tickets |$10.00 Adults 
  at the |$5.00 Seniors, 
    door |Students & Veterans 

BCACS Band Booters Pasta Dinner Fundraiser  
April 19  4:30 - 7 pm at Barista Blues Café, 91 W. Michigan 

We are partnering with Barista Blues to 
offer a To Go Pasta Dinner, on April 19, at 
Barista Blues cafe, from 4:30-7 pm. Enjoy 
a great meal of spaghetti with meatballs, 
salad, roll and dessert. Cost is $10 per 
meal.   

Band students will be selling tickets and taking donations after 
all Masses this weekend at St. Joseph. The Band Boosters plans 
to purchase a French Horn, Saxophone, and additional 
instrument lockers for the Middle School band room. 

Thank you for your  support of the Band Programs! 

St. Joseph Catholic 

Church, Battle Creek 

Sponsor of the Week 

Our sponsors make it possible for our bulletin to be 
published free of charge to our parish.  

Please thank them for advertising in our bulletin.  

Special Collections  -  Second Quarter 2022 

April 15  Holy Land Good Friday 
April 17 Easter 
May  8 BCACS Endowment Fund 
May 15  Catholic Relief Services 
June 5 Mt. Olivet Cemetery  
June 26  Peter’s Pence 

Connecting with Mercy Have you ever been 
temporarily disabled by a broken arm,  hearing loss, or shaky 
balance?  A temporary disability changes almost 
everything.  Imagine if this will never go away.  Please share 
your compassion with the young people facing this life in our 
county. Our collection this weekend is for the Doris Klaussen 
Developmental Center.  

Council of Catholic women potluck and meeting 
Tues April 12, 6 pm in the parish center. All women from the 
parish are welcome.  

The Catholic Vocation Fund is an endowment fund 
managed by the Battle Creek Community Foundation. 
Income and dividends are used to support religious 
vocations. Contributions can be made by writing a check 
payable to The Catholic Vocation Fund and mailing it to 
Battle Creek Community Foundation, 32 West Michigan 
Avenue, Ste. 1, Battle Creek, MI 49017. 

The Knights of Columbus Insurance agencies of 
Michigan invite you to a free online webinar featuring 
inspirational speaker and behavioral finance expert Joe 
Jordan. The webinar, “Purpose Driven Retirement 
Strategies,” takes place Wednesday, April 27, at 7 pm. 
Online registration can be done at 
www.KofCWesleyAgency.org. Click on the Live Events tab at 
top right to go to the registration site. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mass Schedule 

Light of Patriarchs, Pray for Us 

Holy Saturday, April 16 - Vigil: Easter Sunday 
9:00 pm  Jayna Ankley 

Sunday, April 17 -  Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
 8:00 am † Steve Foreman by Mary Ann Lupina 
10:00 am † Charles R. Lemish by Mary Lemish McFellin 
12:00 pm † Patricia Bundy by Michael Bundy & Family 
2:00 pm † The People of St. Joseph & St. Jerome  Burmese 
5:00 pm † Hesmat Nafa by Saifollahi Family Spanish 

Readings For: Easter Sunday 
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 29:1-9 

Monday, April 11 
 8:00 am   Intentions of Kristen Leifeld 
Tuesday, April 12 
 8:00 am  † Lillian Jerzyk by Janice Williams 
Wednesday, April 13 
 8:00 am    Chris Short by Dee Wygant 
Thursday, April 14 
  8:00 am   No Morning Mass 
  7:00 pm  † Deceased Priests & Deacons of St. Joseph Parish 
 8:00 pm   Altar of Repose in Gym until 12:00 am 

Good Friday, April 15 
 8:00 am  No Morning Mass 
12:30 am  Prelude Music 
 1:00 pm  Passion of Our Lord 
 3:00 pm  Divine Mercy 
Holy Saturday, April 16 

8:00 am No Morning Mass 
9:00 am  Church Decorating 
1:00 pm  Blessing of Food  -  Chapel 

Minister 
Schedule 

April 
16 & 17 

Saturday, April 9 - Vigil: Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
5:00 pm † Thomas Tobolski (5th Anniversary) by Family 

Sunday, April 10 -  Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
 8:00 am † John Lower by Normand Lemaire 
10:00 am † Connie Silsby by C. Schroerlucke 
12:00 pm  Intentions of Katy Arnson 
2:00 pm † Ezrah Mowerez by Tony Burmese 
5:00 pm † The People of St. Joseph & St. Jerome Spanish 

▪ Monday 7:00 pm in St. Joseph Church Spanish
▪ Wednesday 9:00 am - Saturday 9:00 am in St. Philip

Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the Seton Center
▪ Thursday 5:00 to 6:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations
▪ Friday 8:30 am - Benediction 4:45 pm St. Joseph Church
▪ Saturday 3:30 - 5:00 pm Holy Hour for Life in St. Joseph

Church

St. Joseph: To sign up for a Holy hour or to be on the sub 
list for Friday Adoration, please call Marlene: 962-8641 
and leave your name and phone number. 

St. Philip: Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the St. Philip 
Seton Center,  Wednesday 9:00 am to Saturday 9:00 am,  
call Betty Dillard: 962-8255 to sign up. 

Adoration  

of the  

Blessed  

Sacrament 

Agape Latte Twenty high school students from our Tri-
Parish youth group joined at Agape Latte to drink coffee 
and hear a testimonial about God's love!  If you or 
someone you know is interested in being a part of this 
awesome group of students, contact Max Crean at 
mcrean@bcacs.org or keep an eye out for our next event! 

8:00 AM Easter Sunday 10:00 AM Easter Sunday 12:00 PM  Easter Sunday 

Cantor Beverly Kelley Jen Grady Emily Par 

Reader 
Donald Keyes 
Anthony Wojcik 

Cheryl Bess 
Eleonor Stark 

Jacqueline Clem 
Sandy Power 

Server 
Helena Lan 
John Lan 

Clement Mawia, Brennyn Bess 
Robert Ram. Rose Mary Ram 
Oliver Luai Sum Thang 

Emily Mawi 
Nicholas Thang 
Bosco Lian 

Usher 
John Bizon, Rita Wahmhoff 
Shari Wojcik 

Kathy & Alyssa Askler 
Carson Brown, Chris Staab 

Judith Buch, Susie Labrecque 
Peggy Myers, Beverly Stevens 
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BCACS & BCACS Foundation, 63 24th St N, Battle Creek, Michigan 49015    †    269.963.1131     † www.bcacs.org

Can you help us reach our goal for the 2022-2023 Annual Fund Drive? 

Funds provided through this campaign offset the cost of operations, making tuition as affordable 

as affordable as possible to as many families as possible. 

If you would like to donate, 
contact Abby Lumbard at  

269-963-4771 or via email at ALumbard@bcacs.org

Enrollment for the 2022-2023 
School Year is Now Open!

Consider our Battle Creek Area 
Catholic Schools, providing 

excellence in education within 
faith-filled environments. There 

probably has never been a 
tougher time to be a parent, 

which is why there has never 
been a better time to choose the 

Battle Creek Area Catholic 
Schools. We are your partners 
in your child’s development 

and education. 

To enroll your child, visit 
www.bcacs.org or call 

963.1131. Personal tours are 
also available upon request.

An evening of fun and games where you will enjoy 
delicious hors d’oeuvres, a dinner buffet, desserts, and 
beverages. PLUS you may win the top prize of $5,000. 

To purchase your tickets ($135 for 2), sponsor a table, 
or donate to the silent auction or balloon pop, contact  
Pete Werner at (209-2569) or the BCACS office at 
(963-1131). 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor ...................... Fr. Christopher Ankley
frchris@bcacs.org

Parochial Vicars ......................Fr. Pius Cung
..........................................frpius@bcacs.org
...................................... Fr. Max Nightingale

frmax@bcacs.org
Deacons...... David Krajewski, James Nelson

Emergency Assistance
St. Vincent de Paul Society               969-5606

Pastoral Care of the Sick
If you are homebound, contact Linda Kellogg 

965-2074
Sacrament of Baptism

Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements.

Sacrament of Penance
Saturdays 3:30 pm, 1st Friday 12:00 pm, 
1st Saturday 8:30 am, and by appointment.

Sacrament of Eucharist
Sacrament of Confirmation

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date.

Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance.

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick
In case of an accident, surgery or other 
emergency, call 962-0165. 

Parish Staff

Director of Operations, RCIA and Adult
Faith Formation ..................... Barbara Kincaid
▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org   962-0165
Director of Liturgy and Music. James Zalewski
▪ music@bcacs.org 962-2133
Director of Religious Education and
Youth Ministry ............................... Max Crean
▪ mcrean@bcacs.org 788-3598
Communications, Music ...............Ellen Tipton
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165
Echo Apprentice .......................Emma Schuler
▪ eschuler@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Ministries

All Saints Superfest....................... Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Boy Scouts Troop 325 ............... Eddie Thomas
▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 420-0924
Catholic Men’s Fellowship..............Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Connecting with Mercy .................. Mary Sine
▪ sine74@msn.com
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale
▪ cvitale@mail.com ................... 517-256-9162 
Evangelization..............................Tony Wocjik
▪ tonyatstjoseph@gmail.com

Finance Council............................. Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328

Formed Access Code........................
Friday Adoration....................Marlene Hazdra

962-8641
Hispanic Community ....... Fr. Max Nightingale
▪ frmax@bcacs.org 962-0165
Jail Ministry ............................ Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Knights of Columbus..................Dave Sprague
▪ tsadave@aol.com 734-604-1323
Lakeview Food Pantry ...............Janet Borders
▪ jdbdvm@comcast.net 965-2632
Legion of Mary........................... Linda Kellogg
▪ kellogg-dl@att.net 965-2074
Newcomers..................Phil & Mary Sue Avery
▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com 979-9105
Rosary Makers Guild .................. Angie Disher
▪ amdisher@peoplepc.com 850-380-7593
Online Giving Support .............. 800-348-2886 
Prayerline..................................... Linda Opack

962-7339
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch
(Scripture Study) 425-9395
Spanish Choir ............................... Teresa Bello

269-274-7409

419-5786
Spiritual Library ...................... Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel
▪ chirzel@aol.com 968-4639

Parish Directory

St. Joseph Catholic Church
61 23rd Street North

Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone 269-962-0165

Michigan CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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