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Dear Friends, 
 
History’s greatest leaders influence 
people from the outside in.  With their 
speech, their ideas, their example, and 
even their presence they move and 
motivate those around them, drawing 
others and stirring them to action.  
Jesus, however, goes much deeper, 
influencing us also, but from the inside 
out.  He not only calls us from the 
outside, through the voice of the 
Church, the actions of Providence, and 
the example of his faithful disciples but 
he also unites Himself to us so 
intimately, so inside of us, that his very 
life flows through our veins.   
 
Our Lord says, “I am the vine, you are 
the branches,” and through the 
sacraments, the Eucharist especially, his 
divine life, his divine sap, flows 
through our veins.  Our Lord then goes 
on to say, “Remain in me and you will 
bear much fruit.”  After receiving the 
Eucharist, do you ask, “Make me 
fruitful Lord.”  I have a story of a man 
who through the power of the Eucharist 
remained in our Lord and as a result 
bore much fruit.   
 
His name is Manuel Garcia born in 
Seville Spain in 1877.  His vocation to 
the priesthood came very early in life.  
He entered the seminary when he was 
just 12 years old, and later on in life he 
would often say, “If I was born a 
thousand times; a thousand times I 
would be a priest.”  Manuel was an 
excellent student.  He excelled at his 
studies and was held in high regard by 
his teachers.  He went on to earn two 
doctorates.  He was ordained at the age 
of 24.   
 
Manuel’s first assignment was to preach 
a mission in a small remote village.  As 
he made his way to this far away site on 
the back of a horse he dreamed of what 
the mission would be like.  The church 
would be packed with men, women, and 
children all eager to hear his learned 
preaching.  There would be standing 
room only at all the Masses he would 
celebrate.  Lines to the confessional 
would stretch out in to the street and 
down the block.  Such were his dreams.  
But when he got to town and found the 
church no one was there.  No crowd of 
children to welcome him as was the 
Spanish custom of the the time.  He was 
all alone.  So he went inside.   
 
The church was dark and dirty, the 
windows so grimy that very little light  

 
 
entered.  The murals on the walls were 
un-recognizable due to the flaking, and 
mildewy plaster.  Statues were cracked 
and peeling and falling apart.  The pews 
were splintered and broken down.  Fr. 
Manuel made his way to the high altar.  
It was no better.  The sanctuary lamp 
had leaked oil all over the floor.  The 
altar linen was torn, scorched and 
covered in wax.  And finally, the 
tabernacle was tarnished and covered in 
dust and cobwebs.   
 
No one came to Fr. Manuel’s very first 
mission, no one heard him preach, no 
one received absolution, and no one 
received the Holy Eucharist.  Fr. 
Manuel would later write that as he 
kneeled in front of the tabernacle and as 
depressing as that moment was, it was 
also a mystical moment of grace. He 
would later write, “My faith was 
looking at Jesus through the door of that 
tabernacle, so silent, so patient, so good, 
gazing right back at me…His gaze was 
telling me much and asking me for 
more.  It was a gaze in which all the 
sadness of the Gospels was reflected; 
the sadness of “No room in the Inn”; the 
sadness of those words, “Do you also 
want to leave Me?”; the sadness of poor 
Lazarus begging for crumbs from the 
rich man’s table; the sadness of the 
betrayal of Judas, the denial of Peter, of 
the soldier’s slap, and the abandonment 
of all.  All of this sadness was there in 
that tabernacle.”   Kneeling in front of 
that dusty tabernacle a vocation was 
born, a vocation within a vocation.  
Then and there Fr. Manuel decided to 
dedicate himself to Eucharistic works in 
praise of Jesus Christ.  His personal 
motto became, “Here is Jesus! He is 
here! Do not abandon him!”   
 
Fr. Manuel would go on to write many 
beautiful books about the Eucharist, and 
to found the Eucharistic Missionaries of 
Nazareth, the Children of Reparation, 
and the Disciples of Saint John, all 
groups dedicated to teaching and 
promoting Eucharistic adoration, and 
still going strong today.  Fr. Manuel 
would eventually become a Bishop.  He 
died in 1940; he had asked to be buried 
next to a Tabernacle saying, “So that 
my bones, after death, as my tongue and 
my pen in life, are saying to those who 
pass; “Here is Jesus!  He is here! Do 
not abandon Him!” This wish was 
carried out; he’s buried in the Cathedral 
of Palencia Spain, right below the 
tabernacle.  Fr. Manuel was canonized  

 
 
in 2016.  Much of his beautiful works 
remain to be translated from the original 
Spanish.   
 
St Manuel made the Eucharist the 
center of his life and he became a saint.  
When you look at the lives of all the 
saints there is this one common factor.  
The Eucharist is always the center of 
their life.  And making the Eucharist the 
center of one’s own life is something 
that we can all do.   And it doesn’t have 
to be difficult.  And it doesn’t mean 
spending all of our time here in Church, 
not everyone is called to that way of 
life.  But for most of us, to make the 
Eucharist the center of our life, to make 
Jesus the center of our life, means 
receiving Communion regularly and 
worthily, going to confession regularly.  
It means trying to get to Mass more 
than just on Sundays.  It means 
including Mass and Holy Communion 
on birthday and anniversary 
celebrations and other special 
occasions.  It means carving a few 
minutes out of our busy schedules to 
come and sit with our Lord, to drop by 
the Tabernacle, where Jesus is always 
waiting for us, our Divine Prisoner, 
keeping the gifts of His grace, ready 
just for us.  
 
In our Gospel today Jesus repeats five 
times, “Remain in me.”  And to 
receive the Eucharist is the easiest way 
to do this.  But in doing this we have to 
know the person we are receiving.  We 
have to pay attention.  When I was first 
ordained I was told to celebrate each 
Mass as if it were my first Mass and at 
the very same time to celebrate it as if it 
were my last Mass.  In these two 
instances a priest pays attention to what 
is happening, he’s totally aware of what 
is happening and who is present and 
who is received.  We could say the 
same about Holy Communion.  Receive 
every Communion as if it were your 
First Holy Communion and at the very 
same time receive it as if it were your 
last Holy Communion.  Know who you 
receive.  Never taking for granted this 
divine life, this divine sap that flows 
through our veins.  The Eucharist is life 
giving, without Him we wither.  
  
May we become great Saints, 
 
Fr. Christopher J. Ankley 

From Fr. Christopher Ankley 
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Mass Schedule 

Model of Laborers, Pray for Us 

Saturday, May 21 - Vigil: Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 5:00 pm † George Carrico by Brewer Family 
Sunday, May 22 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 8:00 am  Intentions of Marissa Ellinger 
10:00 am  Deacon David & Ceceilia Krajewski 40th  
   Anniversary by Family 
12:00 pm † Nathan Lindstrom by Neil & Nancy Haack 
 2:00 pm  Peter & Rosa Lan 22nd Anniversary of Marriage by 
   Family Burmese 
 5:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph & St. Jerome  Spanish 

Readings For: Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 15: 1-2, 22-29, Rv 21:10-14, 22-23, Jn 14:23-29 

Monday, May 16 
 8:00 am   Intentions of Liz Casterline 
Tuesday, May 17 
 8:00 am  † Catherine Horvat by Neil & Nancy Haack 
Wednesday, May 18 
 8:00 am   † Pete Francisco by Francisco Family 
Thursday, May 19 
 8:00 am  † Carol Ankley 
  5:00 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations 
Friday, May 20 
 8:00 am  † Walter & Evelyn Hudson by Jack Haciak 
 8:30 am   Adoration 
 4:45 pm  Benediction 
 8:00 pm  Lucernarium 
Saturday, May 21 
 8:00 am † Lawrence P. Wezensky by Sue Bauman & Family 
10:00 am  Diaconate Ordination at St. Augustine 
 3:30 pm  Holy Hour for Life 
 3:30 pm  Confessions 

 
 

 

Minister 
Schedule 

 
May  

21 & 22 

Saturday, May 14 - Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 5:00 pm † Patricia Bundy & Family by Michael Bundy & Family 
Sunday, May 15 - Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 8:00 am † Donna Marie Kachman by Mom & Dad 
10:00 am † Leo Swiat 
12:00 pm † Raymond Wolney by Family 
 2:00 pm  Elizabeth Lan by Family Burmese 
 5:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph & St. Jerome  Spanish 

Catholic Relief Services Collection takes place this weekend. 
▪ Monday 7:00 pm in St. Joseph Church Spanish 
▪ Wednesday 9:00 am - Saturday 9:00 am in St. Philip  
   Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the Seton Center 
▪ Thursday 5:00 to 6:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations 
▪ Friday 8:30 am - Benediction 4:45 pm St. Joseph Church         
▪ Saturday 3:30 - 5:00 pm Holy Hour for Life in St. Joseph  
   Church  
  

St. Joseph: To sign up for a Holy hour or to be on the sub 
list for Friday Adoration, please call Marlene: 962-8641 and 
leave your name and phone number. 
 

St. Philip: Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the St. Philip 
Seton Center,  Wednesday 9:00 am to Saturday 9:00 am, 
call Betty Dillard: 962-8255 to sign up. 

Adoration  

of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

More Opportunities for Prayer 
• Liturgy of the Hours  See page 4 for QR code. 
• Lucenarium  Friday May 20. All are invited for sung 

night prayer in the church at 8 pm. 
• Parish App Find over 50 Catholic prayers, and set up 

prayer reminders so you don’t forget! 
• Pray for those who are home-bound. 
• Pray for those who are sick or in need. See the box on 

page 5. 
• Pray for Priests & Deacons See below for prayer 

intentions. 
• Rosary After 8 am Mass weekdays, before 10 am Mass 

Sunday, First Friday June 3 in Parish Center Chapel.  
 

Priests & Deacons to pray for starting Sunday 

Fr. Joseph Gray, Fr. Gordon Green, Fr. Vanathaiyan 
Savarimuthu, Fr. John Tran, Deacon James Bauer, Deacon 
John Bodwa, Deacon Walter Brockmeyer 

 

Pastoral Care of the Sick If you know someone who 
would like Communion brought to them at home, please 
contact Linda Kellogg at 269-965-2074. 

  Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM Sunday, 12:00 PM 

Cantor Yvonne Holso Emily Par Robert Valkner James Zalewski 

Reader 
Pat Squires Cristine Jones Nicole Fetterhoff 

William Bogan 
Sandy Power 

Server 
Roger Buch 
Arvin Buenevida 
Camille Evangeliste 

John Lan 
Helena Lan 

Bosco Cung, Dominic Cung, Rob-
ert Duh 
Santiago Nu–ez-Rojas 

Luke Lyon 
Josh Lyon 
Emily Mawi 

Usher 
Ann Harnisch 
Kenneth Kropen 
NOT FILLED 

Kim Gould, Kelli Grenfell 
Kelley Klein 
Matt Marske 

Conrado & JoEllen Campos 
Brandi & Kayleigh Gage (subs req) 

Rosemary Coon 
Michael Olson 
Shirley Youmans 
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Financial Information  

Catholic Relief Services This week, we take up The 
Catholic Relief Services Collection to reveal Christ’s love to 
our brothers and sisters in need.  This collection helps six 
Catholic agencies to provide relief and support for struggling 
communities and work for peace and reconciliation among 
our marginalized brothers and sisters here and around the 
world. Please prayerfully consider how you can support the 
collection. Learn more at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.   
 
The Catholic Vocation Fund  The Catholic Vocation Fund 
is an endowment fund managed by the Battle Creek 
Community Foundation. Income and dividends are used to 
support religious vocations. Contributions can be made by 
writing a check payable to The Catholic Vocation Fund and 
mailing it to Battle Creek Community Foundation, 32 West 
Michigan Avenue, Ste. 1, Battle Creek, MI 49017. THE  FIRST 
$10,000.00 DONATED TO THE CATHOLIC VOCATION 
FUND,  BY  JULY 1, WILL BE MATCHED DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR. 
 
Formed Watch, listen and read. Anywhere, anytime, 
visit formed.org to access the very best Catholic content from 
more than 60 organizations to help parishes, families and 
individuals explore their faith anywhere. Formed is provided 
free to our parishioners, courtesy of our Battle Creek Catholic 
Parishes. Use this code to sign up: PTRKXD. Contact: 
bkincaid@bcacs.org. 

 
Liturgy of the Hours, eBreviary  
The Liturgy of the Hours prayer for the current 
hour is offered using the QR code pictured, 
courtesy of ebreviary.com. Morning Prayer, 
Daytime Prayer, Evening Prayer & Night Prayer 
are available for every day. 

 
Catholic Men’s Fellowship Catholic Men's Fellowship 
("Men's Group") is a group of Christian brothers who meet 
weekly on Wednesdays from 7 pm till 8 pm and we discuss 
the struggles and joys of being a Christian man in today's 
world. An email is sent out Monday each week letting 
everyone know where we will meet that Wednesday. We are 
excited to revamp this group in 2022 and welcome any man 
18 years of age or older (Catholic or not) who wishes to join 
us in Christian fraternity and encounter spiritual growth. 
Please reach out to Ryan Hoch with any questions, he can be 
reached by email at ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com.  

The Bishop's Annual Appeal Inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, Sharing God's gifts In Love & 
Service. This weekend we make our pledges to 
the Bishop's Annual Appeal. As Christian 
stewards we recognize that God is the source of 
everything we are and everything we have. We 
can show our gratitude for the blessings by 

prayerfully making a pledge to the Appeal this year. As a 
disciple of Jesus, we all share in the mission of the Catholic 
Diocese of Kalamazoo. By working together we can 
accomplish God's work. Our Parish goal is $150,252.00. Every 
gift will make a difference in our parish and our diocese 
 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has and will continue  to 
cooperate with the Michigan Attorney General’s investigation 
and encourages  anyone with information  related to 
misconduct to call the reporting number set up by the 
Michigan Attorney General’s office at: 844.324.3374. 
 

The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service has  
been  established  to  receive reports of sexual abuse and 
related misconduct by bishops and to relay those reports to 
proper Church authorities for investigation. To make a report, 
visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When 
a report includes a crime, such as the sexual abuse of a 
minor, it will also be reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, 
reports will be kept confidential.  

Sponsor of the Week 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Our sponsors make it possible for our bulletin to be  
published free of charge to our parish.  

Please thank them for advertising in our bulletin.  

With summer around the corner, the Red Cross anticipates a 
blood shortage. A dangerously low blood supply levels can 
force hospitals to defer patients from major surgery, 
including organ transplants. 
 

In an effort to assist the American Red Cross St. Joseph 
Church will be hosting a blood drive in the Parish Center on 
Monday, May 31 from 12:00 pm - 5:45 pm.  
 

Whether you are a seasoned donor or would like to have the 
opportunity to help for the first time, we need you!  Every 
donation is critical and you can make a lifesaving difference. 
Even if you have had COVID, you can donate blood. Please 
sign up today at https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/
donation-time. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need

Chris Bradley, 
Gerry Campbell, Sue Case, 

Bernadette Emmons, Margaret 
England, Mary Faber, Bernadette 

Heldt, 
Carolyn Kewley, 

Joseph Larner, Robert Lindstrom, 
Scott Marko, Curtis Mason, 

Walt Matyasic, 
Pat Murphy, Mike O’Hare, Karen Partin, 

Jeannette Peevers, Sandy Power, Sally Ringle, Cheryl 
Scales, Julie Schoder, Shirley Springer, 

Michael Sutton, Frank Swart, 

Prayers for the Deceased

An Act of Mercy, Visiting the Sick
This time of year can be difficult for families with aging parents. 
We have been contacted by a few of those families seeking 
assistance in one way or another with their aging parents. 
Showing an Act of Mercy can look like this:
• Spend time volunteering at a nursing home – Get creative 

and make use of your talents (e.g. sing, read, paint, call 
Bingo, etc.)!

• Take time on a Saturday to stop and visit with an elderly 
neighbor.

• Offer to assist caregivers of chronically sick family 
members on a one-time or periodic basis. Give caregivers 
time off from their caregiving responsibilities so they can 
rest, complete personal chores, or enjoy a relaxing break. 

If these things are something that you can offer our families, 
please contact Barb at bkincaid@bcacs.or . She would be 
happy to share the information with you. God Bless You.

Single and Catholic? We know about the married and 
religious vocations, but what about the baptismal vocation we 
all have? Join us this June for a 4-week online interactive series 
that will help equip you to more fully discover and effectively 
live your baptismal vocation!Capacity is limited. Sign up 
today. For more information and to register visit: https://
nationalcatholicsin les.com/mission-possible-livin -your-
baptismal-vocation/

Rosary Repairs  From Nancy Haack: If you are interested in 
getting your rosary repaired (not a rope 
rosary), I would be happy to fix it for you 
(for free). If you have a rosary that is 
unfixable, I will take it. Many times the 
beads or crucifixes can help rebuild a 
broken rosary.

What you need to do if you want your rosary repaired:
1. Please place your rosary in a zip lock baggie including a 

piece of paper with your name & phone number and/or 
email address on it; Attention; Nancy Haack

2. Drop the rosary bag off at the rectory either in person or in 
the drop box at the rectory's front door.

3. Once the rosary is fixed, I will call you & return the rosary to 
the rectory where you can pick it up.

If you have medals that you cannot find a home for, please 
place them in a baggie & those can be dropped off at the 
rectory. I will find a home for them.

Sister Camp is Back!!
At St. Joseph Church in Battle Creek

JOIN us for a week of faith, fun & games! 

DATE: June 13 – June 17
TIME: Registration begins at 8:30am 

We begin each day with Mass at 9:00 am 
and end the day at 12:30 pm. 

PLACE:    St. Joseph School Cafeteria

For more information contact: mcrean@bcacs.org

Are you Spring cleaning? Please set aside "stuff" for our St. Joseph Garage Sale. It will be held in the gym July 14, 15, & 16. 
This will be to benefit Ukraine. Want to help? Contact Rita Wahmhoff 269-968-3067. 

Council of Catholic Women’s May Flower Raffle will take place June 14 in the Parish Center.  Members will be passing 
out envelopes containing five raffle tickets after each Mass this weekend.  Tickets are $3.00 each. Checks may be made out to St. 
Joseph CCW.  Thank you for your continued support.

St. Jerome Purse Bingo Saturday, May 21 at 229 Collier Ave. Doors open at 5:30 pm, Bingo begins at 6:00 pm. Cost per ticket 
is $15.  For additional information/tickets call St. Jerome Office:  (269) 968-2218 Tickets will also be sold at the door.

Tri-Parish Youth Ministry Lucernarium is happening this Friday, May 20. We will start with a high school bonfire at 6:30 pm. 
Night prayer begins at 8 with a young adult social afterwards.
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Congratulations to our 2022 Valedictorian 
Chris Adam and Salutatorian Therese 
Campos! 
 

Congratulations to the following students 
who will be graduating with Honors:  
Emma Shugars, Aadyn Currie, Jacob Thome, Alex 
Kersten, Hans Strenge, Rachel Myers, Brooke 
Dzwik, Madison LaPlante, Baily Fancher, Alexis 
Snyder, Sabastian Scriber, and Harmeet Chauhan! 

New College Scholarship! 
Mary Ann Cole Memorial Kindness Scholarship 

Mary Ann (Clay) Cole graduated from St. Philip Catholic Central High 
School in 1944. Her classmates voted her “Most likely to help others.”  It 
was rare throughout her life to see Mary Ann not smiling and having a 
conversation with someone. She was known for being a caring and loving 
person. She would usually greet everyone with a hug, a kiss and a smile. 
Even if she did not know you, she acted as if she had been best friends with 
you forever. 
 
Mary Ann Cole’s family is offering the Mary Ann Cole Kindness 
Memorial Scholarship for a graduating senior as a tribute to a woman  
who demonstrated her strong faith by the way she treated others. If you  
are interested in donating to this scholarship fund, please contact  
Abby Lumbard at 269-963-4771.  

BCACS & BCACS Foundation, 63 24th St N, Battle Creek, Michigan 49015      †    269.963.1131     † www.bcacs.org 

Congratulations to our St. Joseph Elementary 
Second Graders who celebrated their First Holy 

Communion on Saturday, April 30th.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor ...................... Fr. Christopher Ankley
frchris@bcacs.org

Parochial Vicars ......................Fr. Pius Cung
..........................................frpius@bcacs.org
...................................... Fr. Max Nightingale

frmax@bcacs.org
Deacons...... David Krajewski, James Nelson

Emergency Assistance
St. Vincent de Paul Society               969-5606

Pastoral Care of the Sick
If you are homebound, contact Linda Kellogg 

965-2074
Sacrament of Baptism

Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements.

Sacrament of Penance
Saturdays 3:30 pm, 1st Friday 12:00 pm, 
1st Saturday 8:30 am, and by appointment.

Sacrament of Eucharist
Sacrament of Confirmation

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date.

Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance.

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick
In case of an accident, surgery or other 
emergency, call 962-0165. 

Parish Staff

Director of Operations, RCIA and Adult
Faith Formation ..................... Barbara Kincaid
▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org   962-0165
Director of Liturgy and Music. James Zalewski
▪ music@bcacs.org 962-2133
Director of Religious Education and
Youth Ministry ............................... Max Crean
▪ mcrean@bcacs.org 788-3598
Communications, Music ...............Ellen Tipton
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165
Echo Apprentice .......................Emma Schuler
▪ eschuler@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Ministries

All Saints Superfest....................... Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Boy Scouts Troop 325 ............... Eddie Thomas
▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 420-0924
Catholic Men’s Fellowship..............Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Connecting with Mercy .................. Mary Sine
▪ sine74@msn.com
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale
▪ cvitale@mail.com ................... 517-256-9162 
Evangelization..............................Tony Wocjik
▪ tonyatstjoseph@gmail.com

Finance Council............................. Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328

Formed Access Code........................
Friday Adoration....................Marlene Hazdra

962-8641
Hispanic Community ....... Fr. Max Nightingale
▪ frmax@bcacs.org 962-0165
Jail Ministry ............................ Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Knights of Columbus..................Dave Sprague
▪ tsadave@aol.com 734-604-1323 
Lakeview Food Pantry ...............Janet Borders
▪ jdbdvm@comcast.net 965-2632 
Legion of Mary........................... Linda Kellogg
▪ kellogg-dl@att.net 965-2074
Newcomers..................Phil & Mary Sue Avery
▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com 979-9105
Rosary Makers Guild .................. Angie Disher
▪ amdisher@peoplepc.com 850-380-7593
Online Giving Support .............. 800-348-2886 
Prayerline..................................... Linda Opack

962-7339
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch
(Scripture Study) 425-9395
Spanish Choir ............................... Teresa Bello

269-274-7409

419-5786
Spiritual Library ...................... Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel
▪ chirzel@aol.com 968-4639 

Parish Directory

St. Joseph Catholic Church
61 23rd Street North

Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone: 269-962-0165, Fax: 269-788-0099

Michigan CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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