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Dear Friends, 
 
I recently read a book called “Priest 
block 25487.”  It was written by Fr. Jean 
Bernard and in this book he writes 
about his imprisonment in Dachau.  He 
was there from January of ’41 until May 
of ‘42.  Somehow his brother secured 
his release, but many of his priest 
friends died at the Nazi’s hands in 
Dachau.   
 
Fr. Jean was arrested for denouncing 
the Nazis and he was sent to Dachau’s 
priest block, a barrack that housed more 
than 3000 priests.  In this book he 
writes about his starvation, his torture, 
and the inhuman treatment he 
received.  But he also writes about his 
faith and since today is the great 
Solemnity of Corpus Christi, the 
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ I want to share with you 
what he said about the Christmas he 
celebrated in Dachau.   
 
For Christmas he said they were allowed 
to stay up late.  So he and small group 
of priests made some crude candlesticks 
from left over margarine.  A priest with 
a good voice sang the Gloria.  A Bishop 
gave a homily.  And that was Christmas, 
but then excitement came when it was 
whispered that someone had smuggled 
in a consecrated Host hidden carefully 
within a piece of folded paper.  After 
the evening meal when it was quiet, he 
and a few friends met in the darkness 
outside the barracks.  They opened the 
folded piece of paper and stood there 
adoring our Lord, lying on a humble 
monstrance of paper.  Fr. Bernard then 
said, “We carefully divided the precious 
Host into as many particles as humanly 
possible to share with one another.  And 
then as we tenderly partook of Him, the 
Christ Child entered our hearts.”  He 
said that they then prayed that their 
sacrifice would contribute to bringing 
peace to the world.   
 
Fr. Jean Bernard showed a great love 
and devotion to our Lord present in the 
Holy Eucharist.  He showed a great 
attentiveness and tenderness. And in his 
heart that Christmas night he even felt 
the peace of Christ, even in the midst of 
a death camp.        

 
 
As our faith tells us, in the Eucharist God 
is both truly present and hidden.  Not 
only in the Eucharist but in all of life, 
God both reveals himself and at the 
same time conceals himself.  Why does 
God do this?  The answer is, to draw out 
from us our free response of faith and 
trust.  Even true human lovers don’t 
give or demand proofs or guarantees.  
God gives just enough light for lovers, 
who can find him when they seek him, 
but not so much as to compel non-
lovers and non-seekers to find him 
against their will.  The lover, God 
himself, respects the beloved’s 
freedom.   God respects our free will.  
He will not force us.   
 
Again the greatness of the Eucharist is 
known only to faith, not to the feelings 
or the senses or the sciences.  It’s being 
(reality) is far greater than its seeming 
appearances.  The presence of Christ’s 
true body and blood in this sacrament 
cannot be detected by sense, nor 
understanding, but by faith alone, and 
this rests upon Divine authority, in 
scripture Jesus told us so.   But, if we’re 
honest with ourselves, there are many 
“once in a lifetime” experiences in this 
world that feel more heavenly to us 
than what happen every Sunday when 
we receive the Holy Eucharist.  There 
are many experiences that move us to 
tears of joy and remain in our memory 
throughout our lives:  births, deaths, 
weddings, honeymoons, reunions, 
sunsets, even winning a baseball game.  
In contrast, most of us usually feel very 
little when we receive the very Body of 
God incarnate; even though we know 
that this reality is infinitely greater than 
anything else in our lives.   
 
This is normal, and God lets this happen 
for a reason.  God does not always give 
us heavenly feelings when we receive 
the Eucharist for the same reason he 
doesn’t always give us sights of heaven.  
We neither feel nor see Christ as he 
really is so that faith, not feelings or 
sight but that faith can be exercised, 
strengthened, trained, and emerge 
triumphant.  The Eucharist doesn’t look 
like Christ; and so it tests, not our sight, 
but our faith:  Do we believe Jesus’  

 
 
words at the Last Supper and John 
chapter six or do we believe our human 
senses?  St. Thomas Aquinas once 
wrote, “Sight, taste, and touch in Thee 
are deceived; The ear alone most safely 
is believed; I believe all the Son of God 
has spoken:  Than Truth’s own word 
there is no truer token.”   
 
Just as the Eucharist does not look like 
Christ to our outer senses; it does not 
always feel like Christ to our emotions.  
Here again our faith is tested.  A faith 
that doesn’t go beyond human feeling is 
not faith at all, just as faith that doesn’t 
go beyond seeing is no faith at all.  Now 
sometimes God does send us special 
graces that can be felt when we receive 
the Eucharist or adore the Eucharist in a 
Monstrance or the Tabernacle.  Just like 
Fr. Jean on that Christmas night in 
Dachau.  And when that happens, it’s an 
awesome experience.  But he doesn’t 
always send us these graces that can be 
felt, not because he’s stingy or unloving, 
but because he knows exactly what 
each of us needs, and most of the time 
we need to exercise our faith, and not 
to go after good feelings.  A priest I 
know in Kokomo, a man of deep faith 
who always prays to himself at the 
elevation of the Host saying, “I believe 
but help me in my unbelief.”  He says 
this three times.  He wants always an 
ever deeper faith.  As a saint once said, 
these good feelings we go after are like 
sugary sweets, but they’re not our food.  
Christ himself is our food, feelings are 
like sugary jelly, and Christ is our bread.   
 
As St. Therese of Lisieux once said, “This 
holy bread the Eucharist is not meant to 
remain in a golden ciborium within the 
tabernacle.  At Mass He comes down to 
us from Heaven… to find another 
heaven, infinitely more dear to Him 
than the first:  the heaven of our soul, 
made to his image, the living temple of 
the adorable Trinity (St. Therese of 
Lisieux).  Come, let us receive Him in 
great faith.  Living in gratitude and trust.   
 
Peace and all good, 
 
Fr. Christopher J. Ankley 
 

From Fr. Christopher Ankley 
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Mass Schedule 

Ite Ad Joseph (Go to Joseph) 

Saturday, June 25  -  Vigil: 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 5:00 pm † Walter & Evelyn Hudson (Wedding Anniv) 
Sunday, June 26  -  13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am  Fr. Mark Vyverman by Genevieve Green 
10:00 am † Daniel Krezenski by Rita Wahmhoff 
12:00 pm † Teresa Marko by Marko Family 
  2:00 pm † Sr. Cyrilla by Bob & Kathy Valkner Burmese 
 5:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph & St. Jerome  Spanish 

Readings For: 
 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21, Gal 5:1, 13-18, Lk 9:51-62 

Monday, June 20 
 9:00 am  † David Haack by Neil & Nancy Haack 
Tuesday, June 21 
 9:00 am  † Stella Hensley by Francisco Family  
Wednesday, June 22 
 9:00 am    Nancy McClellan by Dee Wygant 
Thursday, June 23 
 9:00 am   Intentions of Deacon Gary & Eleanor Wright 
  5:00 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations 
Friday, June 24 
 9:00 am   Intentions of Katie Reed 
 9:30 am   Adoration 
 4:45 pm  Benediction 
Saturday, June 25 
 8:00 am † Dave Rohr by Family  
 3:30 pm  Holy Hour for Life 
 3:30 pm  Confessions 

 
 

 

Minister 
Schedule 

 
June  

25 & 26 

Saturday, June 18 - Vigil: The Most Body & Blood of Christ 
 5:00 pm † Coach Al Leibert by Candace Leibert 
Sunday, June 19  -  The Most Body & Blood of Christ 
 8:00 am † Betty Wezensky, wife of Lawrence P. Wezensky,  
   by Ed & Sue Bauman 
10:00 am † In Honor of Our Fathers by Tr-Parish Pro-Life MInistry 
12:00 pm † John Bradley by Phil & Mary Pat Harter 
  

   Corpus Christi Procession after noon Mass. 
   No Burmese or Spanish Masses. 

▪ Monday 7:00 pm in St. Joseph Church Spanish 
▪ Wednesday 9:00 am - Saturday 9:00 am in St. Philip  
   Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the Seton Center 
▪ Thursday 5:00 to 6:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations 
▪ Friday 8:30 am - Benediction 4:45 pm St. Joseph Church         
▪ Saturday 3:30 - 5:00 pm Holy Hour for Life in St. Joseph  
   Church  
  

St. Joseph: To sign up for a Holy hour or to be on the sub 
list for Friday Adoration, please call Marlene: 962-8641 and 
leave your name and phone number. 
 

St. Philip: Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the St. Philip 
Seton Center,  Wednesday 9:00 am to Saturday 9:00 am, 
call Betty Dillard: 962-8255 to sign up. 

Adoration  

of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

More Opportunities for Prayer 

• Liturgy of the Hours  See page 6 for QR code. 
• Parish App Text App to 55321 (new code). 
• Pray for those who are home-bound. 
• Pray for those who are sick or in need. See page 6. 
• Pray for Priests & Deacons See below for names.  
• Rosary After 8 am Mass weekdays, before 10 am 

Mass Sunday, First Friday July 1 in the Parish Center 
Chapel.  

 

Priests & Deacons to pray for starting Sunday 

Fr. Raul Gomez, Deacon Roger Gregorski, Pope Francis, 
Deacon David Krajewski, Aspirant Dane Clem, Seminarian 
Hector A. Saldarriaga C, Deacon Mike Moreno 
 
Fr. Max concluded his assignment in Battle 

Creek last week. He will now make a month long 
retreat at a Carthusian Monastery and then begin his 
new assignment at St. Monica Parish in Kalamazoo on 
August 5. Please keep him in your prayers during his 
retreat, and in his new assignment. We wish Fr. Max 
the best and he will be greatly missed.  

  Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM Sunday, 12:00 PM 

Cantor Yvonne Holso Beverly Kelley Robert Opalek Matt Davis 

Reader Pat Squires Angela Adamson Cheryl Bess, Jacqueline Clem Roger Buch 

Server 

Caleb Francisco 
Camille Evangeliste 
Arvin Buenevida 

Assumpta Tling 
John Lan 
Helena Lan 

Jovani Mejia-Hernandez 
Nick Lian, Brennyn Bess 
Santiago Nunez-Rojas 

Juan Mejia-Lugo 
Emily Par 
Bosco Lian 

Usher 
Ann Harnisch 
Kenneth Kropen 
Chuck Mead 

Carl Bolles 
Kimberly Bolles 
Janice & Kelley Klein 

Ellen Hallacy 
John Hallacy 
Gerald Ulrich 

Judith Buch, Susie Labrecque 
Peggy Myers 
Beverly Stevens 
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Financial Information 

Special Collection  Next week we will take up the Peter 
Pence Collection to support the Universal Church and the 
work of the HOLY See, including helping Pope Francis to carry 
out his charitable works. These works benefit our brothers 
and sisters on the margins of society, including victims of war 
oppression, and disasters. Please be generous.  

The Catholic Vocation Fund  The Catholic Vocation Fund 
is an endowment fund managed by the Battle Creek 
Community Foundation. Income and dividends are used to 
support religious vocations. Contributions can be made by 
writing a check payable to The Catholic Vocation Fund and 
mailing it to Battle Creek Community Foundation, 32 West 
Michigan Avenue, Ste. 1, Battle Creek, MI 49017. THE  FIRST 
$10,000.00 DONATED TO THE CATHOLIC VOCATION 
FUND,  BY  JULY 1, WILL BE MATCHED DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR. 

From the St. Joseph Parish Vocations Ministry: 

World Priest Day is World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification 
of Priests, a day set aside to pray for priests, established by 
Pope John Paul II in 2002 and held on the Feast of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, this year June 24. We would like to say the 
following prayer for our priests: 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, protect our priests Fr Ankley and Fr Pius 
in the midst of their work at our parish.  Comfort them in their 
afflictions.  Give them health of body, assistance in their 
temporal needs, and your blessing on all that they do.  We ask 
the Holy Spirit to come down and light their hearts anew for 
the priesthood and help them grow in holiness.  Amen. 
Also, please pray a rosary for our priests on June 24! 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship Catholic Men's Fellowship 
("Men's Group") is a group of Christian brothers who meet 
weekly on Thursdays from 7 pm till 8 pm and we discuss the 
struggles and joys of being a Christian man in today's 
world. An email is sent out Monday each week letting 
everyone know where we will meet that Thursday. We 
welcome any man 18 years of age or older (Catholic or not) 
who wishes to join us in Christian fraternity and encounter 
spiritual growth. Please reach out to Ryan Hoch with any 
questions, he can be reached by email 
at ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com.  

Sponsor of the Week 

Our sponsors make it possible for our bulletin to be 
published free of charge to our parish.  

Please thank them for advertising in our bulletin.  

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

Week 7 Pledges $114,116.24 
Number of families 220 
76% of $150,252 goal 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has and will continue  to 

cooperate with the Michigan Attorney General’s investigation 
and encourages  anyone with information  related to 
misconduct to call the reporting number set up by the 
Michigan Attorney General’s office at: 844.324.3374. 

The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service has  
been  established  to  receive reports of sexual abuse and 
related misconduct by bishops and to relay those reports to 
proper Church authorities for investigation. To make a report, 
visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When 
a report includes a crime, such as the sexual abuse of a minor, 
it will also be reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, reports 
will be kept confidential.  

Spiritual Adoption Program  - Month 2 

The developing baby is now called a 
"fetus", which is Latin for "little one".  She 
is making rapid progress developing all her 
external and internal organs.  During the 
second month baby teeth form, and 
fingers and toes are developing.  Her ears, 
nose, lips and tongue can now be clearly 
seen.  Brain waves can be recorded.  The 
skeleton changes from cartilage to 
bone.  The central nervous system is now 

functioning, and so forty muscle sets begin their first 
exercises.  By 8 weeks all body systems are present.  This little 
one is now jumping, flipping and turning - her first dance 
steps! 

Bulletin Deadline 

Please send bulletin articles to Ellen at etipton@bcacs.org, no 
later than 9 am Monday for the following Sunday bulletin. 
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Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need
Chris Bradley, 

Gerry Campbell, 

Bernadette Emmons, Margaret England, Travis Eveleth, 
Mary Faber, 

Bernadette Heldt, 
Carolyn 

Kewley, Joseph Larner, Robert Lindstrom, 
Scott Marko, Curtis 

Mason, Walt Matyasic, 
Pat Murphy, Mike O’Hare, Karen Partin, 

Jeannette Peevers, Sandy Power, Sally Ringle, Jack & 
Betty Roy, Cheryl Scales, Julie Schoder, Shirley Springer, 

Michael Sutton, Frank 
Swart, 

An Act of Mercy, Visiting the Sick

This time of year can be difficult for families with aging 
parents. We have been contacted by a few of those families 
seeking assistance in one way or another with their aging 
parents. Showing an Act of Mercy can look like this:
• Spend time volunteering at a nursing home – Get creative

and make use of your talents (e.g. sing, read, paint, call
Bingo, etc.)!

• Take time on a Saturday to stop and visit with an elderly
neighbor.

• Offer to assist caregivers of chronically sick family
members on a one-time or periodic basis. Give caregivers
time off from their caregiving responsibilities so they can
rest, complete personal chores, or enjoy a relaxing break.

If these things are something that you can offer our families, 
please contact Barb at bkincaid@bcacs.or . She would be 
happy to share the information with you. God Bless You.

Are you Spring cleaning? Please set aside 

"stuff" for our St. Joseph Garage Sale. It will be held 
in the gym July 14, 15, & 16. Items may be brought 
July 11-13. Look for times in the July bulletins. This 
will be to benefit Ukraine. Want to help? Contact 

Rita Wahmhoff 269-968-3067. 

Car Wash Fundraiser to  attend the National 

Conference of Burmese-American Catholics 

Dear parishioners,
Thank you so much for supporting us with our car wash 
fundraiser this past Sunday. It was quite a success! We have 
enough funds now and are all set to go to Kentucky for the 
conference! May our Lord Jesus bless each of you abundantly 
for your generosity and charity for our Burmese community. 
We are deeply touched.
Sincerely,
Biak “Paul” 

What you need to do if you want your rosary repaired:
1. Please place your rosary in a zip lock baggie including a

piece of paper with your name & phone number and/or
email address on it; Attention; Nancy Haack

2. Drop the rosary bag off at the rectory either in person
or in the drop box at the rectory's front door.

3. Once the rosary is fixed, I will call you & return the
rosary to the rectory where you can pick it up.

If you have medals that you cannot find a home for, please 
place them in a baggie & those can be dropped off at the 
rectory. I will find a home for them.

St. Joseph’s Rosary Makers Guild The Rosary Makers 
recently furnished 200 handmade mission rosaries to the 
Seminarian, Hector Saldarriaga, who is here at our parish for 
the summer. He will use them for his Ministry work. The 
Rosary Guild has also set up a display of handmade Rosaries 
in the vestibule of the Church. If you need a Rosary, please 
help yourself to one. If any other ministries in our Parish 
has a need for Rosaries, please let us know.

Rosary Repairs  From Nancy Haack: If 
you are interested in getting your rosary 
repaired (not a rope rosary), I would be 
happy to fix it for you (for free).  If you 
have a rosary that is unfixable, I will take 
it. Many times the beads or crucifixes 
can help rebuild a broken rosary.

Religious Freedom Week
June 22 – 29. The theme for this year is Life and Dignity for All. Through prayer, education, and public action during 
Religious Freedom Week, we can promote the fundamental right of religious freedom for Catholics and for people of all 
faiths. The USCCB provides “Pray—Reflect—Act” resources at www.usccb.org/ReligiousFreedomWeek —one for each 
day on different religious liberty topics.

Pastoral Care of the Sick If you know someone who 
would like Communion brought to them at home, please 
contact Linda Kellogg at 269-965-2074.

Connecting With Mercy Summer is here! As you plan 
summer fun, please give a thought to those who have no 
opportunity for this – the women and children living at Safe 
Place. Care Cards are available in the vestibule. A few 
words of encouragement mean a lot. 
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 Formed Watch, listen and read. Anywhere, anytime, visit 
formed.org to access the very best Catholic content from 
more than 60 organizations to help parishes, families and 
individuals explore their faith anywhere. Formed is provided 
free to our parishioners, courtesy of our Battle Creek Catholic 
Parishes. Use this code to sign up: PTRKXD. Contact: 
bkincaid@bcacs.org.. 

Liturgy of the Hours, eBreviary  

The Liturgy of the Hours prayer for the current 
hour is offered using the QR code pictured, 
courtesy of ebreviary.com. Morning Prayer, 
Daytime Prayer, Evening Prayer & Night 
Prayer are available for every day. 

Looking to spark the faith of your children or 

grandchildren? Check out Camp Sancta Maria located in 
Gaylord, MI. We are a Catholic camp that provides fun 
experiences in a technology-free zone (they won’t even miss 
their cell phones!) while immersed in a faith-filled 
environment. We offer separate camping experiences for 
boys and girls that include daily Mass, horseback riding, 
swimming, archery, various sports, high and low ropes, 
campfires, crafts and more. For additional information, or to 
learn about our Covid-19 safety protocols check us out 
at www.CampSanctaMaria.org or call (248) 822-8199. 

BCACS & BCACS Foundation, 63 24th St N, Battle Creek, Michigan 49015    †    269.963.1131     † www.bcacs.org 

Get the St. Joseph Parish App to 
receive regular texts with information from 
St. Joseph Parish.  On the app you’ll find: 
Daily Readings, Weekly Bulletin, Access to 
Online Giving, Catholic Prayers, Bishop 
Barron’s Homilies & more! 
To get the  App: Text App to 55321 

Online Giving  

Make donations to St. Joseph 
Church via your mobile phone, 
smart device or computer. You 
may make a one time donation or 
set up a recurring weekly or 

monthly donation. You may also choose to give to the 
special collections or pay for a Mass stipend. Visit our 
website  stjosephbc.org or myParishApp today to sign up. 

St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
Battle Creek, MI  

Why our families choose  
Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools 

Our Christ-centered classrooms have helped families foster 
purpose-driven adults for over 100 years. We teach the whole 
child – mind, heart, and soul. Together with families, we pre-
pare our students for college and career, and, more im-
portantly, for the challenges and crossroads of life. 

We are excited to have your family join our family. 
Cathy Erskine, Enrollment Manager 
Email: cerskine@bcacs.org, Phone: 269 963 1131  
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Pastor ...................... Fr. Christopher Ankley
frchris@bcacs.org

Parochial Vicars ......................Fr. Pius Cung
..........................................frpius@bcacs.org
...................................... Fr. Max Nightingale

frmax@bcacs.org
Deacons...... David Krajewski, James Nelson

Emergency Assistance
St. Vincent de Paul Society               969-5606

Pastoral Care of the Sick
If you are homebound, contact Linda Kellogg 

965-2074
Sacrament of Baptism

Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements.

Sacrament of Penance
Saturdays 3:30 pm, 1st Friday 12:00 pm, 
1st Saturday 8:30 am, and by appointment.

Sacrament of Eucharist
Sacrament of Confirmation

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date.

Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance.

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick
In case of an accident, surgery or other 
emergency, call 962-0165. 

Parish Staff

Director of Operations, RCIA and Adult
Faith Formation ..................... Barbara Kincaid
▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org   962-0165
Director of Liturgy and Music. James Zalewski
▪ music@bcacs.org 962-2133
Director of Religious Education and
Youth Ministry ............................... Max Crean
▪ mcrean@bcacs.org 788-3598
Communications, Music ...............Ellen Tipton
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165
Echo Apprentice .......................Emma Schuler
▪ eschuler@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Ministries

All Saints Superfest....................... Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Boy Scouts Troop 325 ............... Eddie Thomas
▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 420-0924
Catholic Men’s Fellowship..............Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Connecting with Mercy .................. Mary Sine
▪ sine74@msn.com
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale
▪ cvitale@mail.com ................... 517-256-9162 
Evangelization..............................Tony Wocjik
▪ tonyatstjoseph@gmail.com

Finance Council............................. Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328

Formed Access Code........................
Friday Adoration....................Marlene Hazdra

962-8641
Hispanic Community ....... Fr. Max Nightingale
▪ frmax@bcacs.org 962-0165
Jail Ministry ............................ Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Knights of Columbus..................Dave Sprague
▪ tsadave@aol.com 734-604-1323 
Lakeview Food Pantry ...............Janet Borders
▪ jdbdvm@comcast.net 965-2632 
Legion of Mary........................... Linda Kellogg
▪ kellogg-dl@att.net 965-2074
Newcomers..................Phil & Mary Sue Avery
▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com 979-9105
Rosary Makers Guild .................. Angie Disher
▪ amdisher@peoplepc.com 850-380-7593
Online Giving Support .............. 800-348-2886 
Prayerline..................................... Linda Opack

962-7339
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch
(Scripture Study) 425-9395
Spanish Choir ............................... Teresa Bello

269-274-7409

419-5786
Spiritual Library ...................... Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel
▪ chirzel@aol.com 968-4639 

Parish Directory

St. Joseph Catholic Church
61 23rd Street North

Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone: 269-962-0165, Fax: 269-788-0099

Michigan CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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