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Dear Friends, 
 
In 1957 Red Skelton was one of the 
most popular comedians on TV.  His 
show on CBS was always highly 
ranked.  He’d come a long way from 
his earlier days as a rodeo clown.  Red 
was married to a wonderful woman by 
the name of Georgia and he had two 
children a son Richard and a daughter 
Valentina.  Life was very good for 
Red.  But then toward the end of 
spring that year his son Richard was 
diagnosed with Leukemia.  Unlike 
today, a diagnosis of leukemia in a 
child of 1957 was the same as saying 
that Richard was going to die, and die 
very soon.   
 
So Red and his wife made two 
decisions.  First, they weren’t going to 
tell Richard how sick he really was.  
He was temporarily in remission and 
outwardly he looked healthy.  And 
second, they were going to take their 
two kids on a sightseeing tour of 
Europe.  So Red took a leave of 
absence from his highly rated show 
and went to Europe with his family.  
The press at that time was just as 
aggressive as it is now.  Skelton 
informed the newspapers why his 
family was going on the trip, and he 
asked for their assistance in helping to 
keep the secret from his son that he 
was afflicted with a mortal illness.  
Amazingly the American press agreed 
to help.  It wasn’t until the family 
reached Britain that Richard learned 
the truth of his fatal illness.   Reading 
the news, however, he said, 
“Everybody says I’m going to die but 
that means everybody but me.”   
 
Even though the Skeltons were not 
Catholic both Richard and Valentina 
attended a Catholic school (St. Martin 
of Tours in Hollywood) and for the 
Protestant family the two high points 
of the trip were Lourdes and their 
audience with Pope Pius XII.  The 
Pope spent a great deal of time talking 
to the Skeltons.  He blessed Richard 
and all the members of the family and 
gave them religious medals.  As they 
were leaving the Pope gave them these 
words of comfort, “Life is eternal 
because of God.  So if life is taken 
away from one person in a family they 
are never separated because the family 
will always live together in eternal life 
with God.” 

 
 
After they returned to the States, the 
leukemia came out of remission and it 
took its deadly course very quickly.  
Richard was quite a religious boy.  His 
room was filled with religious pictures 
and statues.  Shortly before dying he 
asked Pope Pius to send him a blessed 
crucifix.  The crucifix didn’t make it 
in time.  It arrived just  after his death.  
The crucifix, the cross with the image 
of Jesus upon it, however, was buried 
with him.  It was placed in his hands.   
 
Richard, even though only nine, 
understood the great truth of the cross; 
it’s the instrument of Christ’s victory 
over death.    It’s our instrument of 
victory over death and that’s why he 
wanted an icon of Jesus on the Cross.  
In today’s second reading St. Paul 
totally agrees and for a 1st century man 
he says something very odd and 
strange, something never said before.  
He says, “I never boast except in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  This 
doesn’t sound strange to us because 
we see crosses on steeples and in 
homes all the time.  But to the people 
listening to Paul, they would’ve been 
thinking or saying, “What you talkin’ 
about Paul? That’s crazy talk!”  To his 
listeners this was madness.  The cross 
was something unspeakable.  The 
most miserable thing of torture ever 
thought up by a cruel person.  To die 
on a cross was a shameful death.  It’s 
the last thing you’d ever boast about.  
If your son, brother, or husband ended 
his life on a cross you’d change the 
subject, if it ever came up in 
conversation.  You would not be in a 
mood to boast about it.  The cross was 
only for revolutionaries, slaves, 
thieves, or prisoners of war.   
 
In his boasting of the cross St. Paul is 
inviting his listeners and us into the 
upside down world of Christian faith, 
where Christianity turns the values of 
the world upside down. Where in God 
weakness becomes strength and where 
in God death leads to eternal life.   St. 
Paul then goes on to say, “The world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world.”  In saying this Paul is not 
saying that he hates the physical world 
or the flesh.  He’s not a puritan.  He 
loves all of God’s creation both 
physical and spiritual and that includes 
the body.  What he is saying, however,  

 
 
is that he hates the worldly power of 
sin, division, and hatred, all the things 
that contributed to the death of Jesus, 
all the forces that caused his death.  
Now over and above all of this Paul 
never loses sight of the importance of 
the resurrection.  The world of sin, 
oppression, and hatred killed Jesus but 
God raised him up.   
 
As St. Paul believed and as we 
believe, the cross has conquered the 
world.  Of course there are still evil 
skirmishes and resistances to the cross 
of which we must be vigilant and give 
witness against, but the cross has 
already conquered the world.  Now 
each one of us at baptism received an 
indelible mark upon our soul, this 
spiritual mark mean we belong to 
Christ.  And nothing can ever erase 
this mark.  We could totally turn our 
back on God and the mark would still 
remain.  Now this spiritual mark 
which brands our soul can also be 
thought of as the sign of the cross.  St. 
Ivo of the 12th century wrote that, “For 
it is by the power of the sign of the 
cross that all our sacraments are also 
accomplished and all the illusions of 
the devil are frustrated.”   
 
So my advice today is, don’t hide your 
soul’s mark of the cross.  As we know 
this mark of the cross is not visible to 
the eye the only way it becomes 
visible is if we let the cross influence 
what we say and what we do.  It’s not 
something to be kept private and 
separate as our government tells us.  
It’s not something to be put on display 
for only one hour a week here at St. 
Joseph’s.  The mark of the cross, the 
mark of our Catholic faith, should 
influence everything we do all week.  
It should be made visible every day 
and everywhere to everyone.   Don’t 
hide the mark of the cross that brands 
your soul.  
 
St. Paul boasted in the cross, a nine 
year old boy dying of leukemia chose 
to rally behind the cross.  And so my 
prayer for us today is that we always 
glory in the cross of our Lord. 
 
Peace and all good, 
 
Fr. Christopher J. Ankley 
 

From Fr. Christopher Ankley 
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Mass Schedule 

Spouse of the Mother of God, Pray for Us 

Saturday, July 9  -  Vigil: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 5:00 pm † Wendell Schoder by Schoder Family 
Sunday, July 10 -  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am † Cathy Basso by Family 
10:00 am † Bill Elliott by Family 
12:00 pm † Rev. Tom DeVita 
  2:00 pm † Bibiana Siah Hlen by Hrang Kohl Sunthang Burmese
 5:00 pm † Carolina Juarez-Romos by Elvia Sanchez 

Readings For: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dt 30:10-14, Col 1:15-20, Lk 10:25-37 

Monday, July 4 
 8:00 am  † Debra Lupina by Mary Ann Lupina 
Tuesday, July 5 
 8:00 am   Nancy & Neil Haack by Spells Family 
Wednesday, July 6 
 8:00 am    Intentions of Janice McBarnes 
Thursday, July 7 
 8:00 am  † Opal Newman by Connie & Dick Becker 
  5:00 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations 
Friday, July 8 
 8:00 am   Spiritual Renewal & Conversion of Our Nation by  
    Dee Wygant 
 8:30 am   Adoration 
 4:45 pm  Benediction 
Saturday, July 9 
 8:00 am   Intentions of Blake Shaw 
 3:30 pm  Holy Hour for Life 
 3:30 pm  Confessions 

 
 

 

Minister 
Schedule 

 
July 

9 & 10 

Saturday, July 2  -  Vigil: 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 5:00 pm  In Honor of Our Fathers by Tri-Parish Pro-Life Ministry 
Sunday, July 3 -  14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am  Kristen Chamberlain by Neil & Nancy Haack 
10:00 am † Bob & Trudy Burrows by Chris & Cathy Burrows 
12:00 pm † Cindy Mumford by Phil & Mary Pat Harter 
  2:00 pm  No Burmese Mass 
 5:00 pm  Msgr. Mike Hazard  -  50th Anniversary of Priesthood  
  by Angie Cheng Spanish 

▪ Monday 7:00 pm in St. Joseph Church Spanish 
▪ Wednesday 9:00 am - Saturday 9:00 am in St. Philip  
   Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the Seton Center 
▪ Thursday 5:00 to 6:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations 
▪ Friday 8:30 am - Benediction 4:45 pm St. Joseph Church         
▪ Saturday 3:30 - 5:00 pm Holy Hour for Life in St. Joseph  
   Church  
  

St. Joseph: To sign up for a Holy hour or to be on the sub 
list for Friday Adoration, please call Marlene: 962-8641 and 
leave your name and phone number. 
 

St. Philip: Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the St. Philip 
Seton Center,  Wednesday 9:00 am to Saturday 9:00 am, 
call Betty Dillard: 962-8255 to sign up. 

Adoration  

of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

Opportunities for Prayer 
• Liturgy of the Hours  See page 4 for QR code. 
• Parish App Text App to 55321. 
• Pray for those who are home-bound. 
• Pray for those who are sick or in need. See page 5. 
• Pray for Priests & Deacons See below.  
• Rosary After 8 am Mass weekdays, before 10 am 

Mass Sunday, First Friday August 5 in the Parish 
Center Chapel.  

 
Priests & Deacons to pray for starting Sunday 
Fr. Jeff Hanley, Fr. Michael Hack , Fr. Jose Haro,  
Fr. Michael Hazard, Deacon Louis Zemlick, Deacon John 
Wielgos, Fr. Russell Homic  
 
Pastoral Care of the Sick If you know someone who 
would like Communion brought to them at home, please 
contact Linda Kellogg at 269-965-2074. 
 
Connecting With Mercy This month we are 
connecting with the PACE program, formerly known as 
Centra Care. Donations of small bingo prizes will brighten 
the days ahead for the seniors receiving services there.  

  Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM Sunday, 12:00 PM 

Cantor Pat Squires Beverly Kelley Annette Kukla Matt Davis 

Reader 
Frank Skeltis Chuck Kincaid Cheryl Bess 

William Bogan 
Shirley Youmans 

Server 

Charlie Buckley 
Camille Evangeliste 
Renzo Sanchez 

John Lan 
Victoria Mawi 
Helena Lan 

Alyssa Askler, Assumpta Tling 
Navaden Brown 
Spencer Williams 

Faustina Thian Khim 
Emily Mawi 
Daniel Moctezuma 

Usher 
Mary & Stephen Nelson 
Luise Kaufmann 

John Bizon, Shari Wojcik 
Rita Wahmhoff 

Conrado & Jo Ellen Campos 
Theresa & Alonso Campos 

Peggy Myers, Bev Stevens 
Judy Buch, Susie Labrecque 
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Financial Information  

Online Giving  Make donations to St. Joseph 

Church via your mobile phone, smart device or computer. You 
may make a one time donation or set up a recurring weekly 
or monthly donation. You may also choose to give to the 
special collections or pay for a Mass stipend. Visit our website  
stjosephbc.org or myParishApp today to sign up. 
 
Formed Watch, listen and read. Anywhere, anytime, visit 
formed.org to access the very best Catholic content from 
more than 60 organizations to help parishes, families and 
individuals explore their faith anywhere. Formed is provided 
free to our parishioners, courtesy of our Battle Creek Catholic 
Parishes. Use this code to sign up: PTRKXD. Contact: 
bkincaid@bcacs.org. 
 
Catholic Men’s Fellowship Catholic Men's Fellowship 

("Men's Group") is a group of Christian brothers who meet 
weekly on Thursdays from 7 pm till 8 pm and we discuss the 
struggles and joys of being a Christian man in today's 
world. An email is sent out Monday each week letting 
everyone know where we will meet that Thursday. We 
welcome any man 18 years of age or older (Catholic or not) 
who wishes to join us in Christian fraternity and encounter 
spiritual growth. Please reach out to Ryan Hoch with any 
questions, he can be reached by email 
at ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com.  

Sponsor of the Week 

 
Gallagher Industrial Laundry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our sponsors make it possible for our bulletin to be  
published free of charge to our parish.  

Please thank them for advertising in our bulletin.  

  Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

  Week 9 Pledges $133,194 
 Number of families 244 
 89% of $150,252 goal 
 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has and will continue  to 
cooperate with the Michigan Attorney General’s investigation 
and encourages  anyone with information  related to 
misconduct to call the reporting number set up by the 
Michigan Attorney General’s office at: 844.324.3374. 
 

The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service has  

been  established  to  receive reports of sexual abuse and 
related misconduct by bishops and to relay those reports to 
proper Church authorities for investigation. To make a report, 
visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When 
a report includes a crime, such as the sexual abuse of a minor, 
it will also be reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, reports 
will be kept confidential.  
 
   The St. Joseph Garage Sale to Benefit 

   Ukraine will be July 14, 15 & 16.   

   We need your help! 

• People to set up July 11-13. 
• People to help on the days of the sale. 
• Contact Rita Wahmhoff to help! 

 

Rita Wahmhoff:  269-968-3067 or  ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com  
and let her know times and days you are available.  
 

Have stuff to donate? The hours for dropping off your 
donations will be posted in the July 10 bulletin. 
 
 

Liturgy of the Hours, eBreviary  
The Liturgy of the Hours prayer for the current 
hour is offered using the QR code pictured, 
courtesy of ebreviary.com. Morning Prayer, 
Daytime Prayer, Evening Prayer & Night Prayer 
are available for every day. 

Bulletin Deadline 

Please send bulletin articles to Ellen at etipton@bcacs.org, 
no later than 9 am Monday for the following Sunday bulletin. 
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Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need
Chris Bradley, Gerry Campbell, 

Bernadette Emmons, Margaret England, Travis Eveleth, 
Mary Faber, Bernadette Heldt, 

Carolyn Kewley, Joseph Larner, Robert Lindstrom, 
Scott Marko, Curtis Mason, Walt Matyasic, Bill Maury, Pat 

Murphy, Mike O’Hare, Jeannette Peevers, Sandy Power, Sally Ringle, Jack & Betty Roy, Cheryl Scales, Julie Schoder, 
Shirley Springer, Michael Sutton, Frank Swart, 

Prayers for the Deceased

Sister Camp!

An Act of Mercy, Visiting the Sick This time of year can be difficult for families with aging parents. We have been 
contacted by a few of those families seeking assistance in one way or another with their aging parents. Showing an Act of 
Mercy can look like this:
• Spend time volunteering at a nursing home – Get creative and make use of your talents (e.g. sing, read, paint, call Bingo.)
• Take time on a Saturday to stop and visit with an elderly neighbor.
• Offer to assist caregivers of chronically sick family members on a one-time or periodic basis. Give caregivers time off from 

their caregiving responsibilities so they can rest, complete personal chores, or enjoy a relaxing break. 

If these things are something that you can offer our families, please contact Barb at bkincaid@bcacs.or . She would be happy 
to share the information with you. God Bless You.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:bkincaid@bcacs.org


St. Joseph Catholic Church Page 6 Battle Creek, MI

BCACS & BCACS Foundation, 63 24th St N, Battle Creek, Michigan 49015      †    269.963.1131     † www.bcacs.org

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor ...................... Fr. Christopher Ankley
frchris@bcacs.org

Parochial Vicars ......................Fr. Pius Cung
..........................................frpius@bcacs.org
..........................................Fr. Jacob Thomas
....................................... frjacob@bcacs.org
Deacons................. Deacon David Krajewski 
...................................Deacon James Nelson

Emergency Assistance
St. Vincent de Paul Society               969-5606

Pastoral Care of the Sick
If you are homebound, contact Linda Kellogg

965-2074
Sacrament of Baptism

Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements.

Sacrament of Penance
Saturdays 3:30 pm, 1st Friday 12:00 pm, 
1st Saturday 8:30 am, and by appointment.

Sacrament of Eucharist
Sacrament of Confirmation

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date.

Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance.

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick
In case of an accident, surgery or other 

Parish Staff

Director of Operations, RCIA and Adult
Faith Formation ..................... Barbara Kincaid
▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org   962-0165
Director of Liturgy and Music. James Zalewski
▪ music@bcacs.org 962-2133
Director of Religious Education and
Youth Ministry ............................... Max Crean
▪ mcrean@bcacs.org 788-3598
Communications, Music ...............Ellen Tipton
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165
Echo Apprentice .......................Emma Schuler
▪ eschuler@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Ministries

All Saints Superfest....................... Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Boy Scouts Troop 325 ............... Eddie Thomas
▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 420-0924
Catholic Men’s Fellowship..............Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Connecting with Mercy .................. Mary Sine
▪ sine74@msn.com
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale
▪ cvitale@mail.com ................... 517-256-9162 
Evangelization..............................Tony Wocjik
▪ tonyatstjoseph@gmail.com

Finance Council............................. Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328

Formed Access Code........................
Friday Adoration....................Marlene Hazdra

962-8641
Hispanic Community ....... Fr. Max Nightingale
▪ frmax@bcacs.org 962-0165
Jail Ministry ............................ Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Knights of Columbus..................Dave Sprague
▪ tsadave@aol.com 734-604-1323 
Lakeview Food Pantry ...............Janet Borders
▪ jdbdvm@comcast.net 965-2632 
Legion of Mary........................... Linda Kellogg
▪ kellogg-dl@att.net 965-2074
Newcomers..................Phil & Mary Sue Avery
▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com 979-9105
Rosary Makers Guild .................. Angie Disher
▪ amdisher@peoplepc.com 850-380-7593
Online Giving Support .............. 800-348-2886 
Prayerline..................................... Linda Opack

962-7339
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch
(Scripture Study) 425-9395
Spanish Choir ............................... Teresa Bello

269-274-7409

419-5786
Spiritual Library ...................... Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel
▪ chirzel@aol.com 968-4639 

Parish Directory

St. Joseph Catholic Church
61 23rd Street North

Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone: 269-962-0165, Fax: 269-788-0099

Michigan CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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