
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time            Page 2            July 17, 2022 

Dear Friends, 
 

I want to begin by telling you about two 
religious sisters.  They both had an 
important part in my priestly formation.  
The first is Sr. Mary Finn.  She lives at 
Sacred Heart Seminary in Detroit and she 
has the habit of telling everyone, “Keep 
your eyes on Jesus.”  So whenever she 
would see me in the hallway she would 
ask, “Christopher are your eyes on Jesus?”  
I would say yes, sister, but I’m not sure she 
believed me because she would then say, 
“Christopher, keep your eyes on Jesus.”  
This was always followed with a punch to 
the arm.  And for a woman in her 70s she 
could deliver quite a wallop.  She never got 
the memo about not hitting students, she 
was old school.  But the message stuck, 
“Eyes on Jesus!”  “Always!” 
 
The second is Sr. Mary Bridget; she’s a 
Carmelite living in Boston.  She once 
played the spoons on TV for David 
Letterman.  Her community takes care of 
the aged and infirmed.  They operate a 
number of nursing homes around the 
country.  Every Tuesday during my second 
year of seminary I’d visit patients at their 
nursing home in Boston, St. Patrick’s 
Manor.  Now in that facility every 
resident’s room had a prominent crucifix 
on the wall.  If anyone removed that 
crucifix there’d by heck to pay.  Sr. Mary 
Bridget would make sure of it.  Even the 
Jewish residents had to keep the crucifix 
on the wall.  Sr. Mary Bridget explained 
that the crucifix was there to remind the 
nurses and the sisters of whom they served.  
In serving the resident they were serving 
Jesus.  So even in the midst of work they 
knew for whom they served.  Now 
sometimes the sisters and the nurses would 
get flustered or anxious or distressed.  In 
those moments Sr. Mary Bridget would say 
they’re acting like a bunch of Marthas. For 
a moment they took their eyes off Jesus. 
In our Gospel today Martha, for a moment, 
took her eyes off of Jesus.  She needed to 
learn that what we do for Christ has to flow 
out of what we are for him: true and 
devoted friends. 
 
It's easy to overload our agenda with 
activities and commitments (even good and 
beneficial ones) that we lose sight of our 
real goal in life: to know, to love, and to 
imitate Christ more each day.  Only that 
will give real meaning to our lives.  Only 
that will enable us to help others find 
meaning.  Only that will fill us with the joy 
we long for.  
 

Jesus isn't saying that we shouldn't do 
things, like serving others, working hard, 
and honoring our commitments. No, Jesus 
doesn't reprimand Martha for her activity.   
He reprimands her for being "worried and 
anxious" about all those activities.  She’s 
become so caught up in getting things 
done, that she’s lost sight of why she's 
doing them.  

  
 

And the result is; frustration, anger, 
impatience, losing her temper.  Unless we 
are plugged into Christ and his grace, 
unless we constantly feed our souls with 
his words, unless everything we do flows 
out of our friendship with him - the one 
thing necessary - none of our actions, even 
the good ones, can have lasting value.   
And only lasting value will give peace to 
our hearts. 
 
St Phillip Neri learned this lesson well.  
His nickname was “Mr. Happy-go-Lucky” 
and his holiness and good humor made him 
the most sought-after priest in the city of 
Rome during the mid-1500s. He was an 
adviser to popes and cardinals, kings and 
dukes, but also to beggars and shop 
keepers and regular people. Universally 
loved and respected, he reformed a corrupt 
city almost single-handedly. 
 
One day a young man came to him after 
finishing his bar exam.  After years of 
study, the young man had finally made the 
grade, and was about to begin a promising 
career in the law. He was also courting a 
beautiful, popular young lady. He was 
positively beaming with enthusiasm as he 
described his optimistic plans: first he 
would take a respectable job as a legal 
clerk, and then he would marry his girl. 
 
St Phillip asked him one question. He said, 
"And then?"  So the young man continued, 
explaining how he would climb the ladder 
of success and raise a family. 
 
St Phillip asked him another question. He 
said: "And then?"  At that, the young man 
frowned and thought for a moment. Then 
he started stammering about becoming a 
famous judge and having grandchildren, 
but his enthusiasm seemed to be waning. 
 
St Phillip smiled, peered into his eyes, and 
asked him another question. He said: "And 
then?" The young man looked at the saint 
with panic and confusion - he had never 
thought that far ahead.  He slowly walked 
away to think things over.  The next day he 
joined St Philip's oratory, and eventually 
he became a holy, fruitful priest. 
 
Not all of us are called to the priesthood or 
consecrated life, but all of us are called to 
keep Christ first, to keep our eyes on Him.  
Sooner or later, only "the better part" will 
remain, and if we haven't chosen it for 
ourselves, we'll be left out in the cold. 
 
The crucial sign that we may be following 
Martha's footsteps a little too closely has to 
do with our prayer life.  Not everyone is 
called to spend 4 or 5 hours a day in prayer 
as the cloistered nuns do.  But every single 
one of us is called to at least have a prayer 
life.  We cannot follow Christ if we do not 
love Christ.  And we cannot love Christ if  

 
 

we do not know Christ.  And we cannot 
know Christ if we don't spend time with 
him in prayer. 
 
Prayer is doing what Mary did in this 
Gospel passage:  taking our place at the 
feet of our Lord and simply listening to 
him.  And Eucharistic adoration is perfect 
for sitting and listening.  Bring the Bible, 
spiritual reading, let our Lord speak to you 
through them.   
He always has something to say to us.  He 
is always thinking of us.  He always wants 
to guide us.  If we don't pray, regularly and 
sincerely, we frustrate all those desires; we 
shut out the grace he wants to give us. 
 
As the Catechism says, "Prayer is a vital 
necessity."  
As St Alphonsus Liguori wrote: "Those 
who pray are certainly saved; those who do 
not pray are certainly damned."  
 
If we find ourselves frequently becoming 
frustrated, angry, and impatient in the 
middle of our efforts to do good things, 
maybe we have let ourselves become so 
"distracted with all the serving", so caught 
up in the whirlwind of our activities, like 
Martha, that we have forgotten the reason 
behind them.  Renewing our prayer life is a 
sure way to remember.   
 
Now one simple way we can do this is to 
every morning remind ourselves that 
everything we do we do for the Lord.  
There’s an old prayer that a priest once 
recommended I pray every day and in this 
prayer we offer up to God our day, we 
offer him our work.  It’s a way to make our 
whole day into a prayer, to focus our day 
unto Him.  It’s called the Daily offering, so 
even when our focus is elsewhere we’ve 
given our day and our work to God.  The 
priest who gave it to me told me to tape it 
to my bathroom mirror so I’d be reminded 
to pray it every morning.   
O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, I offer you all my prayers, 
works, joys, and sufferings of this day, 
for all the intentions of your Sacred 
Heart, in union with the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass throughout the world, in 
reparation for my sins, for the intentions 
of all my relatives and friends and in 
particular for the intentions of the Holy 
Father.  Amen.   
 
In the Gospels we only read of Martha in 
three passages.  The last we read of her is 
in John 12 and all that’s written is, “Martha 
served” she simply served Jesus.  My 
prayer for us today is that we always serve 
Jesus in all that we do.  Welcoming him 
into our home like Martha and into our 
Heart like Mary.   
 

Peace and all good, 
 

Fr. Christopher J. Ankley 

From Fr. Christopher Ankley 
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Mass Schedule 

Diligent Protector of Christ, Pray for Us 

Saturday, July 23  -  Vigil: 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 5:00 pm † Connie Becker by Jerry & Sharon Geesin  
Sunday, July 24  -  17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am † John Marie Vianney by Luise Kaufmann 
10:00 am † Mary Cornils by Kathy Bevins 
12:00 pm  Linda Cumback by Bill & Diane Bogan 
  2:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph and St. Jerome Burmese
 5:00 pm † Carolina Juerez Ramos by Elvia Sanchez 

Readings For 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Gn 18:20-32, Col 2:12-14, Lk 11:1-13 

Monday, July 18 
 8:00 am   Intentions of Angie Cheng 
Tuesday, July 19 
 8:00 am   Intentions of Rachel Anderson 
Wednesday, July 20 
 8:00 am   † Walter & Evelyn Hudson by Jack Haciak 
Thursday, July 21 
 8:00 am   Neil & Nancy Haack by Spells Family 
  5:00 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations 
Friday, July 22 
 8:00 am   Intentions of Barbie Carrier 
 8:30 am   Adoration 
 4:45 pm  Benediction 
Saturday, July 23 
 8:00 am  † Jayna Ankley by Bob & Kathy Valkner  
 3:30 pm  Holy Hour for Life 
 3:30 pm  Confessions 

 
 

 

Minister 
Schedule 

 
July 

23 & 24 

Saturday, July 16  -  Vigil: 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 5:00 pm † Lillian Jerzyk (1st Anniversary) by Cathy Cross  
Sunday, July 17 -  16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am † Ann M. Lupina by Mary Ann Lupina 
10:00 am † Helen & Bob Lajoie by Tom Lajoie 
12:00 pm † Sara McCorry by Marko Family 
  2:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph and St. Jerome Burmese
 5:00 pm † Nicolasa Leco by Elvia Sanchez ▪ Monday 7:00 pm in St. Joseph Church Spanish 

▪ Wednesday 9:00 am - Saturday 9:00 am in St. Philip  
   Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the Seton Center 
▪ Thursday 5:00 to 6:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations 
▪ Friday 8:30 am - Benediction 4:45 pm St. Joseph Church         
▪ Saturday 3:30 - 5:00 pm Holy Hour for Life in St. Joseph  
   Church  
  

St. Joseph: To sign up for a Holy hour or to be on the sub 
list for Friday Adoration, please call Marlene: 962-8641 and 
leave your name and phone number. 
 

St. Philip: Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the St. Philip 
Seton Center,  Wednesday 9:00 am to Saturday 9:00 am, 
call Betty Dillard: 962-8255 to sign up. 

Adoration  

of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

Opportunities for Prayer 
• Liturgy of the Hours  See page 4 for QR code. 
• Parish App Text App to 55321. 
• Pray for those who are home-bound. 
• Pray for those who are sick or in need. See page 5. 
• Pray for Priests & Deacons See below.  
• Rosary After 8 am Mass weekdays, before 10 am 

Mass Sunday, First Friday, August 5 in the Parish 
Center Chapel.  

 

Priests & Deacons to pray for starting Sunday 
Seminarian Biak Thuantho, Sister Maria Eugenia Gomez 
Duque, Deacon Hal Bohan, Fr. Andrew Raczkowski, Deacon 
Art Morsaw, Fr. Antony Rajesh, Deacon Walter Brockmeyer 
 

Pastoral Care of the Sick If you know someone who 
would like Communion brought to them at home, please 
contact Linda Kellogg at 269-965-2074. 
 

Connecting With Mercy On behalf of the seniors 
attending the PACE program, thank you for the bingo 
prizes!  PACE combines medical services with 
opportunities to socialize with peers.   The prizes will 
brighten many days. 

  Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM Sunday, 12:00 PM 

Cantor Jen Grady Beverly Kelley Stanley Hoxie Annette Kukla 

Reader Pat Squires Angela Adamson Cheryl Bess, Andrew Cutshall Mary Pat Harter 

Server 

Charlie Buckley 
Ryder Gowin 
Arvin Buenevida 

Jean Khim 
John Lan 
Helena Lan 

Brendan Bailey-Vega 
Camille Evangeliste 
Renzo Sanchez 
Brennyn Bess 

Rehna Weiss 
Augustine Lan 
Elizabeth Htwe 

Usher 

Jeremy Gallaway 
Lucinda Gallaway 
Chuck Mead 

Greg Domm 
Kimberly Gould 
Kelli Grenfell 
Matt Marske 

Kathy Askler 
Alyssa Askler 
NOT FILLED 
Chris Staab 

Judith Buch 
Susie Labrecque 
Peggy Myers 
Beverly Stevens 
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Financial Information 

Formed Watch, listen and read. Anywhere, anytime, visit 
formed.org to access the very best Catholic content from 
more than 60 organizations to help parishes, families and 
individuals explore their faith anywhere. Formed is provided 
free to our parishioners, courtesy of our Battle Creek Catholic 
Parishes. Use this code to sign up: PTRKXD. Contact: 
bkincaid@bcacs.org.

Catholic Men’s Fellowship ("Men's Group") is a group 
of Christian brothers who meet in Knights room in the Parish 
Center at 7 pm on Thursdays. We welcome any man 18 years 
and up (Catholic or not) who wishes to join us in Christian 
fraternity.. Please reach out to Ryan Hoch with any questions, 
he can be reached by email at ryanmatthew1970@ mail.com. 

All Saints Superfest 2022 Held this year September 16-18 
on the grounds of St. Joseph Church. We will be celebrating 
our event for the 36th year. Superfest is a huge undertaking 
that benefits all three Battle Creek parishes and schools.

Additional committee members are needed in the following 
areas: Children’s Tent, Entertainment, Food, Advertising, 
Grounds, Raffle, Casino, Auction and Volunteers.

If you wish to help or have any questions please contact Ed 
Bauman @ 274-5173 or edbauman@hotmail.comSponsor of the Week

Our sponsors make it possible for our bulletin to be 
published free of charge to our parish. 

Please thank them for advertising in our bulletin. 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Week 9 Pledges $144,959
Number of families 269
96% of $150,252 goal

The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has and will continue  to 
cooperate with the Michigan Attorney General’s investigation 
and encourages  anyone with information  related to 
misconduct to call the reporting number set up by the 
Michigan Attorney General’s office at: 844.324.3374.

The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service has  
been  established  to  receive reports of sexual abuse and 
related misconduct by bishops and to relay those reports to 
proper Church authorities for investigation. To make a report, 
visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When 
a report includes a crime, such as the sexual abuse of a minor, 
it will also be reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, reports 
will be kept confidential. 

Immigration Assistance Program Services
The Immigration Assistance Program is currently open and 
offering walk-in consultations and renewals on Mondays from 
9-4 at our new office located at 1819 Gull Rd, Kalamazoo, MI 
49048. Please call 269-381-9800 or email 
marielramirez@ccdok.or with any questions.

Aquinas College Scholarship
Aquinas Colleges and The Diocese of Kalamazoo offer
three opportunities for post traditional learners to access
50% tuitionreduction in any course of study. Learn more
at diokzoo.or /bulletin-announcements.

Liturgy of the Hours, eBreviary
The Liturgy of the Hours prayer for the current 
hour is offered using the QR code pictured, 
courtesy of ebreviary.com. Morning Prayer, 
Daytime Prayer, Evening Prayer & Night Prayer 
are available for every day.

Contact Mark Barrett at by phone at 269-268-6636
or email mark.barrett@thehavenbc.or

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need
Chris Bradley, 

Gerry Campbell, 

Bernadette Emmons, Margaret England, 
Travis Eveleth, Mary Faber, 

Bernadette Heldt, 

Carolyn Kewley, Joseph Larner, Robert 
Lindstrom, Scott Marko, 

Curtis Mason, Walt Matyasic, Bill Maury, 
Pat Murphy, 

Mike O’Hare, Jeannette Peevers, Sandy Power, Sally 
Ringle, Jack & Betty Roy, Cheryl Scales, Julie Schoder, 
Shirley Springer, Michael 
Sutton, Frank Swart, 

Prayers for the Deceased

Help Needed: Swim Instructor
(For at risk children in Saint Joseph parish)

A parishioner has volunteered the use of their pool, so now 
we are looking for someone to teach!

If you are available, able, and interested, please contact 
Miriam at 269-274-3224 or email: Jennyitzell2@ mail.com

Spiritual Adoption Program

Month 4 developing baby- “I Had a Dream!”
The baby’s brain has begun maturing – a process that will 

continue until she is about 14 years old. 
Her eyelids are now sealed shut and will 
re-open at 7 months. Her taste buds are 
now working. Nutrients consumed by her 
mother are passed on to her within an 
hour or two. Three hundred quarts of 
fluid a day are sent to the baby via the 
umbilical cord. Fine hair begins to grow 
on head, eyebrows and eyelashes. Facial 
expressions similar to the baby’s parents 

can be seen at this time. This month REMs (rapid eye 
movements) have been recorded – a sign of dreaming.

Congratulations to:

All who have been baptized during the first half of 2022!

February: Monica Van Sui Mawi & Pax Alan Arthur Inman
March: Jameson O’Neil Baughman & Melanie Ann Baughman

April: Kennedy Ann Herzog, Dallas Rosemarie Rhines, & Diane Hurtado
May: Alice Gwen Bagwell, Collins MacKenzie Wygant, 

Pio Christopher Lianukthang & Victor Maximilian Lianukthang
June: Marcus Alan Adams, Felicity Vannuamper Thang, Savanna Rae Corbett,

Thomas James Corbett, Madison LorraineCorbett, Rene Gael Garcia, 
Diana Cung Dim Par Thang, Isaac Michael Leifeld, Ana Sopfia Romaro Bautista, 
Arleth Jimena Rosas, Alan Davie Rosas, Ivan Alexander Calderone

Those who were married this spring!

Marco Garcia & Alexie Delgado on April 17
Matthew Kincaid & Micaela Fehrenbach on April 23

Mario Ramos-Alcantra & Clarissa Corral on June 1
Daniel Robinson & Rhonda Everhart on June 10

St. Joseph Prayerline

Did you know that there is a team of Prayer Warriors in our 
parish? We are ready to pray for any need: surgery, health 
issues, employment issues, and any other concern that you 
might have about your family and friends. Names are 
optional. To request prayer, or, to become a Prayerline 
participant, call Linda Opack at 962-7339. Linda's name and 
number is listed also in the bulletin on the Parish Directory 
page, page 6.
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Pastor Fr. Christopher Ankley
frchris@bcacs.org

Parochial Fr. Pius Cung
Vicars frpius@bcacs.org

Fr. Jacob Thomas
frjacob@bcacs.org

Deacons Deacon David Krajewski 
Deacon James Nelson

Emergency Assistance
St. Vincent de Paul Society               969-5606

Pastoral Care of the Sick
Homebound  - Linda Kellogg 965-2074

Sacrament of Baptism
Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements.

Sacrament of Penance
Saturdays 3:30 pm, 1st Friday 12:00 pm, 
1st Saturday 8:30 am, and by appointment.

Sacrament of Eucharist
Sacrament of Confirmation

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date.

Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance.

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick
In case of an accident, surgery or other 
emergency, call 962-0165. 

Parish Staff

Director of Operations, RCIA and Adult
Faith Formation ..................... Barbara Kincaid
▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org   962-0165
Director of Liturgy and Music. James Zalewski
▪ music@bcacs.org 962-2133
Director of Religious Education and
Youth Ministry ............................... Max Crean
▪ mcrean@bcacs.org 788-3598
Communications, Music ...............Ellen Tipton
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165
Echo Apprentice .......................Emma Schuler
▪ eschuler@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Ministries

All Saints Superfest....................... Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Boy Scouts Troop 325 ............... Eddie Thomas
▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 420-0924
Catholic Men’s Fellowship..............Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Connecting with Mercy .................. Mary Sine
▪ sine74@msn.com
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale
▪ cvitale@mail.com ................... 517-256-9162 
Evangelization..............................Tony Wocjik
▪ tonyatstjoseph@gmail.com

Finance Council............................. Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328

Formed Access Code........................
Friday Adoration....................Marlene Hazdra

962-8641
Hispanic Community ....... Fr. Max Nightingale
▪ frmax@bcacs.org 962-0165
Jail Ministry ............................ Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Knights of Columbus.......................Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Lakeview Food Pantry ...............Janet Borders
▪ jdbdvm@comcast.net 965-2632 
Legion of Mary........................... Linda Kellogg
▪ kellogg-dl@att.net 965-2074
Newcomers..................Phil & Mary Sue Avery
▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com 979-9105
Rosary Makers Guild .................. Angie Disher
▪ amdisher@peoplepc.com 850-380-7593
Online Giving Support .............. 800-348-2886 
Prayerline..................................... Linda Opack

962-7339
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch
(Scripture Study) 425-9395
Spanish Choir ............................... Teresa Bello

269-274-7409

419-5786
Spiritual Library ...................... Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel
▪ chirzel@aol.com 968-4639 

Parish Directory

St. Joseph Catholic Church
61 23rd Street North

Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone: 269-962-0165, Fax: 269-788-0099

Michigan CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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