
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Don't get upset with your imperfections. It's a great mistake because it 
leads nowhere - to get angry because you are angry, upset at being upset, 
depressed at being depressed, disappointed because you are disappointed. 
So don't fool yourself. Simply surrender to the Power of God's Love, 
which is always greater than our weakness.”    - Saint Francis de Sales - 

https://www.inspiringquotes.us/author/6692-saint-francis-de-sales
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/MTOj_XV7OwNfg
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/MTOj_XV7OwNfg
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/MTOj_XV7OwNfg
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/MTOj_XV7OwNfg
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Dear Friends, 
 
A very simple definition of Charity is 
this, just three words, friendship with 
God.  Charity is friendship with God.  
And if this is our #1 friendship then it 
should influence every single aspect of 
our life.  As Christians this Divine 
Friendship, this friendship with God, 
was infused into our souls as the water 
was being poured over us at Baptism.  
As we grew in size and strength and 
maturity this friendship also grew (I 
hope).  It grew with the help, guidance, 
example, and teaching of our Church, 
our godparents, and our parents 
especially.  This Divine Friendship, 
this Charity is also strengthened and 
sustained with the Sacraments and 
prayer.  Prayer keeps us close, prayer a 
conversation between friends, keeps us 
close to His Sacred Heart.  And today 
Jesus gives us the perfect prayer, a 
prayer to keep us close to our Father. 
 
The very first word is Father.  Jesus 
invites us to share in that deep intimacy 
of his own relationship with the Father, 
a relationship that he has described as 
merciful, giving, attentive to our needs, 
and forgiving.  To call God Father 
expresses a deep family bond, not to be 
taken lightly.  He is someone we can 
trust.   
 
Hallowed be your name.  Graced by 
God a mere mortal can hold God’s 
name in reverence.  We can speak His 
name!  We are able to say with 
conviction, “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God of Power and Might!”  We are 
also asking for our Lord’s assistance in 
not profaning his Good name with our 
life and our actions, may my life reflect 
only His Holiness.   
 
Your kingdom come.  With this 
petition we pray that God’s kingdom, 
and not Satan’s kingdom, rule our own 
life.  Let me know your will Father and 
give me the grace to do it.   
 
Give us each day our daily bread.  
This is a prayer made with confidence 
in the Father, that all of life’s basic 
needs may be met.  It’s also a prayer 
for the Eucharist, our daily food for the 
journey to the Kingdom.   
 
Forgive us our sins, and there is a 
reason attached to it, for we ourselves 
forgive everyone in debt to us.    This 
is a petition asking for forgiveness, but 
also a constant reminder to forgive 
everyone.   

 
 
And finally, do not subject us to the 
final test.  We ask the Father for 
protection from the evil one and for 
strength to bear our trials and to resist 
temptations.  Give me your strength 
and grace Father.  Without you I can 
do nothing, Father! 
 
I want to talk about a saint who lived in 
the 16th and 17th centuries, a saint who 
understood and lived this friendship 
with God, this Charity, although it took 
time to develop and mature.   His name 
is St. Francis de Sales, he’s the author 
of the popular book Introduction to 
the Devout Life.  Francis was born in 
1567 and very early on he vowed to 
become a priest which was much 
against his parent’s wishes.  They 
wanted him to become a lawyer.  So at 
the age of 14 they sent him to the 
university to study law. Francis still 
hoped to become a priest but he 
followed his parent’s wishes and 
studied law.   It was also at this time 
while still a teenager that Francis 
experienced a severe temptation to not 
trust in God’s offered friendship, love 
and mercy.  He was always filled with 
worry and anxiety.  So much so that he 
prayed every day to be freed of this 
terrible burden and he prayed to be 
able to love God as much as he 
possibly could.  After months and 
months of prayer he stopped one day at 
a church to pray the Memorare and 
while praying in front of his favorite 
statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary all 
worry and anxiety left him and his soul 
was flooded with a deep peace.  His 
prayer was answered.  This experience 
taught him to deal tenderly with all the 
spiritual difficulties and temptations of 
those he would someday help as a 
priest. 
 
Francis became a lawyer at the age of 
24, but two years later with the consent 
of his Dad he was finally able to 
become a priest.  And after his 
ordination a few years later, for his 
first assignment he was sent to Geneva.  
This was a difficult assignment 
because most Genevans had left the 
Church to become Calvinists.  At most 
there were probably only twenty 
Catholics in his parish.  His parish was 
not a safe place.  The Calvinists were 
very hostile to Catholics especially 
priests.  He couldn’t even live in his 
own parish.  He had to live outside the 
parish boundaries and walk in 
everyday to his parish church and to  

 
 
care for his flock.  He was attacked by 
would be assassins and he was even 
chased by wolves once causing him to 
spend the night in a tree.  But through 
all of this adversity he trusted God. He 
leaned into that friendship.   He didn’t 
let worry and anxiety get the best of 
him.  
 
So great was his friendship with the 
Father that even a washed out bridge 
couldn’t keep him away from 
celebrating the daily Mass.  A storm 
had washed out a bridge and this 
bridge was the only way he could take 
to get to his church.  But someone had 
laid a plank over what was left of the 
bridge structure.  But this plank was 
also very wet, slimy, and slippery.  So 
to get across he crawled on his hands 
and knees, so as not to fall into the 
water.  He never missed a day 
celebrating Mass.  That’s Charity, 
that’s friendship with God.  With time, 
prayer, and perseverance Francis de 
Sales was able to bring many of the 
Calvinists back to the faith.  “Whoever 
preaches with love is preaching 
effectively” he would say.   
 
 St. Francis de Sales was a man of 
prayer, a man of the Gospel, and he 
trusted the Father.  He knew of God’s 
great love for us.  God never ceases to 
love us.  We are the work of His hands, 
a particular image of Himself.  God 
will hate our sin, but He will never hate 
us.  Even if we have turned away from 
God, His love still presses upon us, 
trying to find a chink in that armor of 
self-love through which He can enter 
and turn us back to Him.  At every 
moment we have God’s complete 
attention, His undivided love.  God is 
infinite love and at this very instant, 
right now, the Father is thinking of 
you, looking at you, directly loving 
you.  This love invites us to trust and to 
deep friendship. 
 
I have homework for you all this week.  
Spend ½ hour at some point this week 
meditating on the “Our Father.”    We 
pray the Our Father so often that I 
think we sometimes run the risk of not 
hearing the words or letting them soak 
into our soul.  Spend a ½ hour 
meditating on the perfect prayer, 
letting those words help you to grow in 
friendship with God, to grow in  
charity.  Peace and all good, 
 
Fr. Christopher J. Ankley   

From Fr. Christopher Ankley 
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Mass Schedule 

Joseph Most Just, Pray for Us 

Saturday, July 30  -  Vigil: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 5:00 pm † Theresa Chiang by Angie Cheng 
Sunday, July 31  -  18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am † Theresa Chiang by Angie Cheng 
10:00 am † Charles & Margaret Stover by Matt & Kathy Stover 
12:00 pm † Margaret & Basil O’Reilly by Family 
  2:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph and St. Jerome Burmese
 5:00 pm † Nicolasa Leco by Elvia Sanchez Spanish 

Readings For 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Eccl 1:2, 2:21-23, Col 3:1-5, 9-11, Lk 12:13-21 

Monday, July 25 
 8:00 am  † Violet Paganni  
Tuesday, July 26 
 8:00 am   Intentions of Marlene Hazdra 
Wednesday, July 27 
 8:00 am    Intentions of Aimee Downey 
Thursday, July 28 
 8:00 am    Intentions of Spencer Ankley 
  5:00 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations 
Friday, July 29 
 8:00 am  † Bill Elliot 
 8:30 am   Adoration 
 4:45 pm  Benediction 
Saturday, July 30 
 8:00 am   Intentions of Amy Doyle 
 3:30 pm  Holy Hour for Life 
 3:30 pm  Confessions 

 
 

 

Minister 
Schedule 

 
July 

30 & 31 

Saturday, July 23  -  Vigil: 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 5:00 pm † Connie Becker by Jerry & Sharon Geesin  
Sunday, July 24  -  17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am † John Marie Vianney by Luise Kaufmann 
10:00 am † Mary Cornils by Kathy Bevins 
12:00 pm  Linda Cumback by Bill & Diane Bogan 
  2:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph and St. Jerome Burmese
 5:00 pm † Carolina Juerez Ramos by Elvia Sanchez Spanish ▪ Monday 7:00 pm in St. Joseph Church Spanish 

▪ Wednesday 9:00 am - Saturday 9:00 am in St. Philip  
   Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the Seton Center 
▪ Thursday 5:00 to 6:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations 
▪ Friday 8:30 am - Benediction 4:45 pm St. Joseph Church         
▪ Saturday 3:30 - 5:00 pm Holy Hour for Life in St. Joseph  
   Church  
  

St. Joseph: To sign up for a Holy hour or to be on the sub 
list for Friday Adoration, please call Marlene: 962-8641 and 
leave your name and phone number. 
 

St. Philip: Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the St. Philip 
Seton Center,  Wednesday 9:00 am to Saturday 9:00 am, 
call Betty Dillard: 962-8255 to sign up. 

Adoration  

of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

Opportunities for Prayer 

• Liturgy of the Hours  See page 4 for QR code. 
• Parish App Text App to 55321. 
• Pray for those who are home-bound. 
• Pray for those who are sick or in need. See page 5. 
• Pray for Priests & Deacons See below.  
• Rosary After 8 am Mass weekdays, before 10 am 

Mass Sunday, First Friday, August 5 in the Parish 
Center Chapel.  

  Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM Sunday, 12:00 PM 

Cantor Stephen Luster-Bartz Robert Valkner Robert Opalek James Zalewski 

Reader 
Annette Pratt Chuck Kincaid William Bogan 

Nicole Fetterhoff 
Roger Buch 

Server 
Juan Mejia-Lugo 
Caleb Francisco 
Nathan Johnson 

John Lan 
Nicholas Htet 
Helena Lan 

Rose Mary Ram 
Robert Ram, Bosco Lian 
Faustina Thian Khim 

Josh Lyon 
Luke Lyon 
Emily Mawi 

Usher 

Stephen Nelson 
Luise Kaufmann 
Mary Nelson 

John Bizon 
Rita Wahmhoff 
Shari Wojcik 

Conrado Campos 
JoEllen R. Campos 
Theresa Campos 

Michael Olson 
Rosemary Coon 
Shirley Youmans 

Priests & Deacons to pray for starting Sunday 

Fr. Paul Redmond, Fr. Steve Rodrigo, Deacon Don 
Bouchard, Sister Yuliana Rua Giraldo, Seminarian Andrew 
Schmidt, Seminarian Jack Pfeiffer, Fr. Christian Johnston 
 

Pastoral Care of the Sick If you know someone who 
would like Communion brought to them at home, please 
contact Linda Kellogg at 269-965-2074. 
 

Connecting With Mercy Thank you for the super 
variety of prizes for the PACE senior clients, and thanks 
to the Skeltis family who elivered them on behalf of the 
parish.   
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Financial Information 

Formed Watch, listen and read. 
Anywhere, anytime, visit formed.org to 
access the very best Catholic content from 
more than 60 organizations to help 
parishes, families and individuals explore 
their faith anywhere. Formed is provided 

free to our parishioners, courtesy of our Battle Creek Catholic 
Parishes. Use this code to sign up: PTRKXD. Contact: 
bkincaid@bcacs.org. 

All Saints Superfest 2022 
Held this year September 16-18 
on the grounds of St. Joseph 
Church. We will be celebrating 
our event for the 36th year. 
Superfest is a huge undertaking 

that benefits all three Battle Creek parishes and schools. 

Additional committee members are needed in the following 
areas: Children’s Tent, Entertainment, Food, Advertising, 
Grounds, Raffle, Casino, Auction and Volunteers. 

If you wish to help or have any questions please contact Ed 
Bauman @ 274-5173 or edbauman@hotmail.com  

Sponsor of the Week 

 

Our sponsors make it possible for our bulletin to be 
published free of charge to our parish.  

Please thank them for advertising in our bulletin.  

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
Thank you to all who supported the St. Joseph 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal this year! We went 
above our goal of $150,252. 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has and will continue  to 
cooperate with the Michigan Attorney General’s investigation 
and encourages  anyone with information  related to 
misconduct to call the reporting number set up by the 
Michigan Attorney General’s office at: 844.324.3374. 

The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service has  
been  established  to  receive reports of sexual abuse and 
related misconduct by bishops and to relay those reports to 
proper Church authorities for investigation. To make a report, 
visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When 
a report includes a crime, such as the sexual abuse of a minor, 
it will also be reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, reports 
will be kept confidential.  

St. Joseph Garage Sale Thank you so much 
to the countless people who helped make our  
St. Joseph Garage Sale a huge success. There 
were those who volunteered to set up and work 
during the sale. There were the many people 

who brought their stuff to be included in the sale, and many 
people who made donations in exchange for whatever they 
selected to take. There were those who helped pack up 
everything on Sunday and Monday, and deliver to charitable 
agencies. $4,663.07  was raised to benefit Ukraine! 

St. Philip 2nd Annual Garage Sale 
In the Parish Center: 
• Thursday  August 4 10 am to 7 pm
• Friday August 5 10 am to 4 pm 
• Saturday  August 6 10 am to 2 pm

Liturgy of the Hours, eBreviary  
The Liturgy of the Hours prayer for the current 
hour is offered using the QR code pictured, 
courtesy of ebreviary.com. Morning Prayer, 
Daytime Prayer, Evening Prayer & Night Prayer 
are available for every day. 

With summer half over, the blood shortage continues. A 
dangerously low blood supply levels can force hospitals to 
defer patients from major surgery, including organ transplants. 

In an effort to assist the American Red Cross St. Joseph Church 
will be hosting a blood drive in the Parish Center on Tuesday, 
July 26 from 12:00 pm - 5:45 pm.  

Whether you are a seasoned donor or would like to have the 
opportunity to help for the first time, we need you!  Every 
donation is critical and you can make a lifesaving difference. 
Even if you have had COVID, you can donate blood. Please sign 
up today at https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/
donation-time. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need
Chris Bradley, 

Gerry Campbell, 

Bernadette Emmons, Margaret England, 
Travis Eveleth, Mary Faber, 

Bernadette Heldt, 

Carolyn Kewley, Joseph Larner, Robert 
Lindstrom, Scott Marko, 

Curtis Mason, Walt Matyasic, Bill Maury, 
Pat Murphy, 

Mike O’Hare, Jeannette Peevers, Sandy Power, Sally 
Ringle, Jack & Betty Roy, Cheryl Scales, Julie Schoder, 
Shirley Springer, Michael 
Sutton, Frank Swart, 

An Act of Mercy, Visiting the Sick This time of year 
can be difficult for families with aging parents. We have 
been contacted by a few of those families seeking 
assistance in one way or another with their aging parents. 
Showing an Act of Mercy can look like this:
• Spend time volunteering at a nursing home – Get 

creative and make use of your talents (e.g. sing, read, 
paint, call Bingo).

• Take time on a Saturday to stop and visit with an 
elderly neighbor.

• Offer to assist caregivers of chronically sick family 
members on a one-time or periodic basis. Give 
caregivers time off from their caregiving responsibilities 
so they can rest, complete personal chores, or enjoy a 
relaxing break. 

If these things are something that you can offer our 
families, please contact Barb at bkincaid@bcacs.or . She 
would be happy to share the information with you. God 
Bless You.

Catholic Men’s Fellowship ("Men's Group") is a group 
of Christian brothers who meet in Knights room in the 
Parish Center at 7 pm on Thursdays. We welcome any man 
18 years and up (Catholic or not) who wishes to join us in 
Christian fraternity and encounter spiritual growth Please 
reach out to Ryan Hoch with any questions, he can be 
reached by email at ryanmatthew1970@ mail.com. 

Help Needed: Swim Instructor
(For at risk children in Saint Joseph parish)

A parishioner has volunteered the use of their pool, so now 
we are looking for someone to teach!

If you are available, able, and interested, please contact 
Miriam at 269-274-3224 or email: Jennyitzell2@ mail.com

Spiritual Adoption Program

Month 4 developing baby- “I Had a Dream!”
The baby’s brain has begun maturing – a process that will 
continue until she is about 14 years old. Her eyelids are now 
sealed shut and will re-open at 7 months. Her taste buds are 
now working. Nutrients consumed by her mother are passed 
on to her within an hour or two. Three hundred quarts of 
fluid a day are sent to the baby via the umbilical cord. Fine 
hair begins to grow on head, eyebrows and eyelashes. Facial 
expressions similar to the baby’s parents can be seen at this 
time. This month REMs (rapid eye movements) have been 
recorded – a sign of dreaming.

St. Christopher: One of the most popular Saints of the 
East and West. There are many legends concerning this 
Saint, often confusing and contradictory. One of the most 
popular legends holds that St. Christopher was a giant who 
helped people across a raging stream. It is believed that he 
carried the Christ Child across such a stream, hence the 
name Christopher, Christ-bearer. He is patron of motorists 
and is invoked against storms, plagues, etc. He died a 
Martyr during the reign of Decius in the 3rd century and is 
one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers invoked for emergencies 
or afflictions. *

We remember St Christopher’s Feast Day on July 25 In 
honor of Father Chris’s namesake.

Dear Lord, thank you for our Pastor Fr. Christopher. He is 
our Christ-bearer (like his name sake). Some day ask him 
why his parents named him Christopher. Please pray for 
him, and support him for all the good he does in our parish.
St. Christopher please protect all travelers this summer.

*Taken from the Illustrated Lives of the Saints by Catholic 
book publishing corporation.

From Fr. Chris: Three significant events occured the day 
Roe v. Wade was overturned. Coincidence or Divine 
Providence? Access the article on our website under “From 
Fr. Chris.”

St. Joseph Prayerline Did you know that there is a team 
of Prayer Warriors in our parish? We are ready to pray for 
any need: surgery, health issues, employment issues, and any 
other concern that you might have about your family and 
friends. Names are optional. To request prayer, or, to 
become a Prayerline participant, call Linda Opack at 962-
7339. Linda's name and number is listed also in the bulletin 
on the Parish Directory page, page 6.

Events at St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt, MI
• Fiercely Loved A Retreat for High School Girls: August 8-9
• Summer Scripture Days The Life and Letters of St. Paul: 

August 23-25
More information and registration can be found 
at www.stfrancis.ws, or call 517-669-8321.
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BCACS & BCACS Foundation, 63 24th St N, Battle Creek, Michigan 49015      †    269.963.1131     † www.bcacs.org

Why our families choose 
Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools

Our Christ-centered classrooms have helped families foster purpose-driven 
adults for over 100 years. We teach the whole child – mind, heart, and soul. 
Together with families, we prepare our students for college and career, and, 
more importantly, for the challenges and crossroads of life. We are excited 
to have your family join our family. Cathy Erskine, Enrollment Manager 
Phone: 269 963 1131 or Email: cerskine@bcacs.or . 

Mary Ann Cole Memorial Kindness Scholarship
Mary Ann (Clay) Cole graduated from St. Philip Catholic 
Central High School in 1944. Her classmates voted her 
“Most likely to help others.”  It was rare throughout her life 
to see Mary Ann not smiling and having a conversation 
with someone. She was known for being a caring and 
loving person. She would usually greet everyone with a 
hug, a kiss and a smile. Even if she did not know you, she 
acted as if she had been best friends with you forever.

Mary Ann Cole’s family is offering the Mary Ann Cole Kindness Memorial
Scholarship for a graduating senior as a tribute to a woman 
who demonstrated her strong faith by the way she treated others. If you 
are interested in donating to this scholarship fund, please contact 
Abby Lumbard at 269-963-4771. 

St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
Battle Creek, MI 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Pastor Fr. Christopher Ankley
frchris@bcacs.org

Parochial Fr. Pius Cung
Vicars frpius@bcacs.org

Fr. Jacob Thomas
frjacob@bcacs.org

Deacons Deacon David Krajewski 
Deacon James Nelson

Emergency Assistance
St. Vincent de Paul Society               969-5606

Pastoral Care of the Sick
Homebound  - Linda Kellogg 965-2074

Sacrament of Baptism
Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements.

Sacrament of Penance
Saturdays 3:30 pm, 1st Friday 12:00 pm, 
1st Saturday 8:30 am, and by appointment.

Sacrament of Eucharist
Sacrament of Confirmation

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date.

Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance.

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick
In case of an accident, surgery or other 
emergency, call 962-0165. 

Parish Staff

Director of Operations, RCIA and Adult
Faith Formation ..................... Barbara Kincaid
▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org   962-0165
Director of Liturgy and Music. James Zalewski
▪ music@bcacs.org 962-2133
Director of Religious Education and
Youth Ministry ............................... Max Crean
▪ mcrean@bcacs.org 788-3598
Communications, Music ...............Ellen Tipton
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165
Echo Apprentice .......................Emma Schuler
▪ eschuler@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Ministries

All Saints Superfest....................... Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Boy Scouts Troop 325 ............... Eddie Thomas
▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 420-0924
Catholic Men’s Fellowship..............Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Connecting with Mercy .................. Mary Sine
▪ sine74@msn.com
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale
▪ cvitale@mail.com ................... 517-256-9162 
Evangelization..............................Tony Wocjik
▪ tonyatstjoseph@gmail.com

Finance Council............................. Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328

Formed Access Code........................
Friday Adoration....................Marlene Hazdra

962-8641
Hispanic Community ....... Fr. Max Nightingale
▪ frmax@bcacs.org 962-0165
Jail Ministry ............................ Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Knights of Columbus.......................Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Lakeview Food Pantry ...............Janet Borders
▪ jdbdvm@comcast.net 965-2632 
Legion of Mary........................... Linda Kellogg
▪ kellogg-dl@att.net 965-2074
Newcomers..................Phil & Mary Sue Avery
▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com 979-9105
Rosary Makers Guild .................. Angie Disher
▪ amdisher@peoplepc.com 850-380-7593
Online Giving Support .............. 800-348-2886 
Prayerline..................................... Linda Opack

962-7339
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch
(Scripture Study) 425-9395
Spanish Choir ............................... Teresa Bello

269-274-7409

419-5786
Spiritual Library ...................... Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel
▪ chirzel@aol.com 968-4639 

Parish Directory

St. Joseph Catholic Church
61 23rd Street North

Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone: 269-962-0165, Fax: 269-788-0099

Michigan CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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