
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Silence is sometimes an act of energy, and 
smiling, too.”  

–Servant of God, Elizabeth Leseur– 
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Dear Friends, 
 
Jesus tells us, “I have come to set the 
earth on fire, and how I wish it were 
already blazing!”  Now this is not the 
fire of a warm cozy fireplace, nor is it 
the fire of the stake for burning 
opponents of the faith.  This fire is the 
fierce love of the Holy Spirit and in 
those who are receptive it burns away 
the sin of the heart.  Jesus then tells us, 
“Do you think that I have come to 
establish peace on the earth?  No, I tell 
you, but rather division.”  Why is there 
division?  There’s division because we 
have to decide for ourselves:  are we for 
Christ or against Christ.  Do our hearts 
belong to Him or to the world, the flesh, 
and the devil?  Our heart cannot belong 
to both sides, we have to choose.  And 
that can bring division, even within a 
family, when one person decides in 
favor of Jesus and the Church, and 
another against.   
 
As we know God is love.  God is love 
through and through but that love is 
perceived by us in the context of a 
fallen world with fallen minds.  In those 
who hate sin and are trying to rid their 
life of sin God’s love is perceived as 
gentle, forgiving, and always there.  
However, for those who love sin, and 
want to justify it they see God’s love as 
demanding and judgmental.  “Who is 
God to tell me what sin is they may 
say.”  It’s the same love but perceived 
differently. 
 
Just at the turn of the 20th century in 
Paris France Elizabeth Arrighi and Dr. 
Felix Leseur married.  Both had been 
raised in the Catholic faith.  However, at 
the time of their marriage Elizabeth was 
at most a lukewarm Catholic. And Felix 
while studying to be a doctor had 
abandoned the faith totally.  He was an 
atheist.  Their marriage was a happy 
one.  The Leseurs were well-to-do and 
they were part of a social group that 
was very cultured, very educated, and 
very antireligious.  Dr. Leseur eventually 
became the editor of an atheistic 
newspaper that was very anti-Catholic.   
 
At the age of 32, Elizabeth felt that 
something was missing from her life, 
everything seemed so shallow and so 
she went searching.  And that search  

 
 
ended with the rediscovery of her 
childhood faith.  She had a reversion to 
the Catholic faith.  From that point on 
she organized her spiritual life around a 
disciplined pattern of prayer, 
meditation, Mass, the sacraments, and 
writing.  She kept a spiritual journal, 
writing down everything.  But with this 
new found faith Elizabeth’s friends and 
her husband Felix especially ridiculed 
her mercilessly.   They teased her and 
talked down to her.  But she always 
responded with patience and a gentle 
smile.  She wouldn’t let their comments 
dissuade her.  And every time her 
husband tried to convince Elizabeth of 
her errors it only made her more 
determined to go deeper into the faith, 
to study it more, and to strive for 
greater holiness.  Even with this division 
in their life they still loved each other.   
But they always tried to persuade the 
other of his or her side. 
 
For the last nine years of her life 
Elizabeth’s health deteriorated.  She 
was in constant pain and was mostly 
confined to a chair or to her bed.  But 
even with this she still received visitors 
and she kept to her disciplined spiritual 
life and she grew in holiness.  Many 
people would visit because they were 
drawn by her peace and love and they 
wanted her advice and spiritual 
guidance.   As Elizabeth was dying she 
said to her husband, “Felix, when I am 
dead, you will become Catholic again 
and a Dominican priest.”  His response 
was, “Elizabeth you know my 
sentiments that will never happen!” He 
dismissed this as the whims of a dying 
pious woman.  Elizabeth died of cancer 
in 1914.  She died in her husband’s 
arms.   
 
Later as Felix was going through his 
wife’s papers he came across a letter.  It 
was addressed to him, and in it she 
wrote, “In 1905, I asked almighty God 
to send me sufficient sufferings to 
purchase your soul.  On the day that I 
die, the price will have been paid.  
Greater love than this no woman has 
than she who lay down her life for her 
husband.”  Elizabeth had offered her 
pain to God over the past nine years.  
She did this for the conversion of her  

 
 
husband.  Again Felix passed it off as the 
fancies of an overly pious woman.   
 
Following Elizabeth’s funeral Felix was 
scheduled to visit Lourdes where he was 
planning to write an expose for his 
newspaper. Lourdes is the place where 
the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to St. 
Bernadette.  It’s a place of many 
miraculous healings.   He planned on 
writing of the fraudulent nature of the 
place; he reasoned that there were no 
true miracles taking place at Lourdes.  
Lourdes was a big fraud.  But once there 
and standing in the grotto, in an instant, 
he received the great gift of faith, a 
miracle.  Felix quickly reverted to the 
faith of his childhood.  When he got 
home he began to read all of Elizabeth’s 
many journals and as he read them he 
understood for the first time the divine 
source of her love, peace, and silent 
endurance of physical and emotional 
pain which she offered for his 
conversion and the conversion of non-
believers.  God made it all possible. 
 
Dr. Leseur did become a Dominican 
priest.  Fr. Leseur died in 1950.  All of 
Elizabeth’s diaries are now available in a 
book and her cause for canonization is 
underway in Rome.   
 
Elizabeth once wrote, “Our outer life is 
the reproduction of our inner life, and 
the visible part of us reflects what is 
unseen; we radiate our souls, and when 
they are centers of light and warmth, 
other souls need only to be brought into 
contact with them in order to be 
warmed and enlightened.  We give out 
what we carry within.”  A soul that is 
burning with the fire of Jesus will try to 
enkindle others.   
 
Our Lord came to set the earth on fire.  
My prayer for us today is that our souls 
become ever brighter and warmer and 
that other souls around us will be 
warmed and enlightened by us, 
breaking down divisions in both family 
and community.  
  
Peace and all good, 
 
Fr. Christopher J. Ankley 

From Fr. Christopher Ankley 
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Mass Schedule 

Joseph Most Strong, Pray for Us 

Saturday, August 20 -  Vigil: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 5:00 pm † Thomas Tobolski by Stephanie Tobolski 
Sunday, August 21 -  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am † Larry Wezenski by Phil & Mary Pat Harter 
10:00 am † Jayna Ankley by Bob & Kathy Valkner 
12:00 pm † James Dowdle 
  2:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph and St. Jerome Burmese 
 5:00 pm † Maria Luisa Tapia & Manuel Gutierrez  
   Anniversary of Death by Family Spanish 

Readings For  

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 66:18-21, Heb 12:5-7, 11-13, Lk 13:22-30 

Monday, August 15 
 8:00 am   For Family by Marge & Rudy Barda 
Tuesday, August 16 
 8:00 am  † Petra Stark Sambaer Eli Stark 
Wednesday, August 17 
 8:00 am   † Walter & Evelyn Hudson by Jack Haciak 
Thursday, August 18 
 8:00 am   Intentions of Linda Hamel 
  5:00 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations 
Friday, August 19 
 8:00 am  † Gene Newman by Connie & Dick Becker  
 8:30 am   Adoration 
 4:45 pm  Benediction 
Saturday, August 20 
 8:00 am  † Paul Bauman by JP Bauman 
 3:30 pm  Holy Hour for Life 
 3:30 pm  Confessions 

 
 

 

Minister 
Schedule 

 
August 
21 & 22 

Saturday, August 13 -  Vigil: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 5:00 pm † Ann Lemair by Mary Cherney 
Sunday, August 14 -  20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am † Connie Becker by Nancy Brown 
10:00 am † Max Stark by Trudy 
12:00 pm † Mary Batch by Mary Lemish McFellen 
  2:00 pm † Meagan Barnett by Brewer Family Burmese 
 5:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph and St. Jerome Spanish ▪ Monday 7:00 pm in St. Joseph Church Spanish 

▪ Wednesday 9:00 am - Saturday 9:00 am in St. Philip  
   Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the Seton Center 
▪ Thursday 5:00 to 6:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations 
▪ Friday 8:30 am - Benediction 4:45 pm St. Joseph Church         
▪ Saturday 3:30 - 5:00 pm Holy Hour for Life in St. Joseph  
   Church  
  

St. Joseph: To sign up for a Holy hour or to be on the sub 
list for Friday Adoration, please call Marlene: 962-8641 and 
leave your name and phone number. 
 

St. Philip: Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the St. Philip 
Seton Center,  Wednesday 9:00 am to Saturday 9:00 am, 
call Betty Dillard: 962-8255 to sign up. 

Adoration  

of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

 

Opportunities for Prayer 

 Liturgy of the Hours  See page 4 for QR code. 
 Parish App Text App to 55321. 
 Pray for those who are home-bound. 
 Pray for those who are sick or in need. See page 5. 
 Pray for Priests & Deacons See below.  
 Rosary After 8 am Mass weekdays, before 10 am 

Mass Sunday, First Friday, September 2 in the Parish 
Center Chapel.  

  Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM Sunday, 12:00 PM 

Cantor Yvonne Holso Cecilia Krajewski Stanley Hoxie Annette Kukla 

Reader 
Annette Pratt Anthony Wojcik 

Donald Keyes 
Nicole Fetterhoff 
William Bogan 

Shirley Youmans 

Server 
Caleb Francisco 
Arvin Buenevida 
Camille Evangeliste 

John Lan 
Helena Lan 
Augustine Lan 

Julissa & Pedro Reyes 
Santiago Nunez-Rojas 
Gregory Sang 

Emily Mawi 
Daniel Moctezuma 
Bosco Lian 

Usher 
Mary & Stephen Nelson 
Luise Kaufmann 

John Bizon, Shari Wojcik 
Rita Wahmhoff 

Alonso & Theresa Campos 
Conrado & JoEllen Campos 

Judith Buch, Beverly Stevens 
Susie Labrecque, Peggy Myers 

Priests & Deacons to pray for starting Sunday 

Sister Danielle Lussier, Fr. Mark Vyverman, Fr. Leo 
Cartagena, Fr. Simon Chummar, Fr. John Fleckenstein, Fr. 
Christopher Derda, Seminarian Adam Sprague 
 
Pastoral Care of the Sick If you know someone who 
would like Communion brought to them at home, please 
contact Linda Kellogg at 269-965-2074. 
 
Connecting with Mercy  

“Cast your worries upon Him, because he cares for you.”
          1Peter 5:7 
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Financial Information  

Sponsor of the Week 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our sponsors make it possible for our bulletin to be  
published free of charge to our parish.  

Please thank them for advertising in our bulletin.  

The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has and will 
continue  to cooperate with the Michigan Attorney 
General’s investigation and encourages  anyone 
with information  related to misconduct to call the 
reporting number set up by the Michigan Attorney 
General’s office at: 844.324.3374. 

 
The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service has  
been  established  to  receive reports of sexual abuse and 
related misconduct by bishops and to relay those reports to 
proper Church authorities for investigation. To make a report, 
visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When 
a report includes a crime, such as the sexual abuse of a minor, 
it will also be reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, reports 
will be kept confidential.  
 
Formed Watch, listen and read. Anywhere, anytime, visit 
formed.or  to access the very best Catholic 
content from more than 60 organizations to 
help parishes, families and individuals explore 
their faith anywhere. Formed is provided free 
to our parishioners, courtesy of our Battle 
Creek Catholic Parishes. Use this code to sign 
up: PTRKXD. Contact: bkincaid@bcacs.org. 
 

Liturgy of the Hours, eBreviary  
The Liturgy of the Hours prayer for the current 
hour is offered using the QR code pictured, 
courtesy of ebreviary.com. Morning Prayer, 
Daytime Prayer, Evening Prayer & Night Prayer 
are available for every day. 
 

Calhoun County Right to Life is seeking Volunteers for 
its Calhoun County Fair booth from Monday August 15 thru 
Saturday August 20. Volunteers needed from 10 am - 2 pm 
and 2 pm to 6 pm shifts. To volunteer call Steve Butler  
517-554-0422 or email him at sntbutler@yahoo.com.  
 
Tri-Parish Pro-Life Ministry The next meeting of the  
Tri-Parish Pro-Life Ministry will be held on Thursday, August 
18, at 7:00 pm in the St. Joseph Parish Center Board 
Room.  Please join us to find out what you can do to help 
spread the culture of LIFE in our parishes and community. 

September 16, 17 and 18 
36th Anniversary 

Superfest raffle tickets are now 
available at the Church 
entrances and BCACS office. The 
raffle drawing will be on 
September 18 at 4:00 pm. 

 

Superfest benefits St. Jerome, St. Philip and St Joseph 
parishes and the Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools. 
Superfest provides a means for all three parishes and 
schools to grow into a truly Catholic community. We wish 
to thank you for your past support and hope that you will 
support our raffle again this year. 
 

In the envelopes you will find 10 tickets for our Superfest 
Raffle that we ask you to sell to your friends and neighbors 
or purchase yourself. The ticket price is $10. Checks should 
be made payable to SUPERFEST. 
 

Our Grand Prize is $5,000; 2nd prize: $1,500, 3rd, 4th & 5th 
prizes are $500 each. The seller of the Grand Prize ticket 
also wins $500. We will also have five 100% Club drawings 
each Sunday prior to the event for all who sell their ten (10) 
tickets beginning August 16. Winners will receive $100. 
 

If you or your business is interested in being a Tent Sponsor 
($1,000), Major/Event Sponsor ($500), Super Sponsor 
($250) or All Saints Sponsor ($150) please contact Ed 
Bauman (269-274-5173).  

Contact Mark Barrett at by phone at 269-268-6636 
or email mark.barrett@thehavenbc.or   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need  

Timothy Adair, Jeannette Aleo, Chris Bradley, Chuck 
Brown, Eric Burtrum, Gerry Campbell, Jessica Clark, 

Carolann Craum, Linda Cumback, Melody Dulyea, Patricia 
Elliott, Bernadette Emmons, Margaret England, Travis 
Eveleth, Mary Faber, Jeannette Gagnon, Kathy Grenfell, 

Bernadette Heldt, Theresa Henderson, Mary Hepler, 
Linda Holcomb, Donna Hoxie, Judy Jacobs, Carolyn 

Kewley, Pat Kukla, Joseph Larner, Robert Lindstrom, 
Jakob Livingston,Victor Lupina, Scott Marko, Curtis 

Mason, Walt Matyasic, Bill Maury, Lori Ann McAdam, 
Katie Miller, Laurie Morris, Pat Murphy, Mike O’Hare, 
Jeannette Peevers, Sandy Power, Donald Price, Sally 
Ringle, Jack & Betty Roy, Cheryl Scales, Julie Schoder, 
Shirley Springer, Carole Skalka, Carol Strope,  Michael 
Sutton, Frank Swart, Devi Umapathi, Michael Wells, 

Elizabeth Wells, Allen Wiseman, Sara Wixson, Dee & David 
Wygant, Tiffany Yager, Christine Ybarra 

 

Prayers for the Deceased 

Robert Aung, Julia Garcia, Patricia Peck 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the 

faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen. 

 
If you would like to be added to the Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need, please 

email etipton@bcacs.org. If you are asking for someone else, please make  
sure they wish to be listed. When prayers are no longer needed, please let  

the parish office know to remove the name from our list. Thank you. 

Changing our Title The title "Religious Education" that 
refers to our parish youth classes and sacramental 
preparation is being changed to "Catechism." Catechism is 
the word our Church uses when referring to matters of 
religious education. The word literally means “echo” and it 
expresses that what our Catechists are doing is passing down 
the teaching of the faith all the way from its origin in Christ 
and the 12 Apostles. We are hoping to pass on the torch of 
our faith to the next generation and inspire in them the same 
fire that lit up the hearts of earliest Christians all the way 
through the saints of the present day. All of this comes from 
Christ and His grace and is realized not only through proper 
instruction but also through the living witness of those who 
teach in partnership with the good witness of the childrens' 
parents. Our hope that introducing this new title is a small 
step in helping us all to sharpen our focus on what we are all 
working towards!  
 
Adult and Student Volunteers Needed for St. Joseph’s 
Catechism classes! Our children need us to be witnesses of 
the Catholic faith in their lives, and our families need our 
support in passing on the teachings of the faith by instruction 
as well as example. This passing on and echoing of our faith 
is what we hope to accomplish in our St. Joseph Catechism 
classes. Prayerfully consider if you can offer your time and 
talent to this cause of Catechizing the children of our parish. 
For more details, please contact Max Crean at 
mcrean@bcacs.org or call at 269-788-3598. 
 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship ("Men's Group") is a group 
of Christian brothers who meet in Knights room in the Parish 
Center at 7 pm on Thursdays. We welcome any man 18 years 
and up (Catholic or not) who wishes to join us in Christian 
fraternity and encounter spiritual growth Please reach out 
to Ryan Hoch with any questions, he can be reached by email 
at ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com.  

 
Knights of Columbus  Council 575  
is ordering polo shirts and t-shirts. Any 
Brother Knight wishing to order can use 
the QR Code by scanning with any mobile 
device camera, cost varies by size and type. 
Alternatively, Knights can visit this link: 
https://knights-of-columbus-queen-city-

council-575.square.site. Orders will be available for pickup in 
the Narthex after Masses on September 10 and 11 or at 
Superfest. Orders are due no later than August 14  at 11 pm. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a Knight, please contact 
Grand Knight Ryan Hoch, contact him at: 
ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com.   

Eagle Scout Choir Loft Project There will be an 
opportunity to see the choir loft after all the Sunday Masses 
August 20-21. Eagle Scout candidate David Tudon will be on 
hand to answer any questions.  

Connecting with Mercy We are 
collecting for Stuff-a-Bus this weekend. 
 

Attention students who need to earn 
volunteer hours:  CityLinC  can use help 
getting backpacks filled with supplies.   
Call 269-969-9181 to arrange a time  
during the month of August.  

St. Joseph Prayerline Did you know that there is a team of 
Prayer Warriors in our parish?  We are ready to pray for any 
need:  surgery, health issues, employment issues, and any 
other concern that you might have about your family and 
friends.  Names are optional.  To request prayer, or, to 
become a Prayerline participant, call Linda Opack at 962-7339. 
Linda's name and number is listed also in the bulletin on the 
Parish Directory page, page 7. 

Get the St. Joseph Parish App to receive 
regular texts with information from St. Joseph 
Parish.  On the app you’ll find: Daily Readings, 
Weekly Bulletin, Access to Online Giving, Catholic 
Prayers, Bishop Barron’s Homilies & more! 
To get the  App: Text App to 55321. 
 

Online Giving  
Make donations to St. Joseph 
Church via your mobile phone, 
smart device or computer. You 
may make a one time donation or 
set up a recurring weekly or 
monthly donation. You may also 

choose to give to the special collections or pay for a Mass 
stipend. Visit our website  stjosephbc.org or myParishApp 
today to sign up. 
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BCACS & BCACS Foundation, 63 24th St N, Battle Creek, Michigan 49015      †    269.963.1131     † www.bcacs.org 

The Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools Foundation will host the 2022 Annual 
Meeting on Thursday, August 18th at 5:30pm at St. Philip Catholic Central High 
School. The meeting will provide an update on the status of the BCACS 
Foundation. For more information on the meeting, please contact Abby Lumbard 
at 269-963-4771 or via email at ALumbard@bcacs.org.  

BCACS provides individualized support in 
a safe, secure, family-like environment. Top
-notch academics and faith development 
prepare students for success and a lifetime 
of opportunity. Find out the BIG difference 
of BCACS!  

To enroll: 
 

www.bcacs.org 
Or 

269-963-1131 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor Fr. Christopher Ankley 
 frchris@bcacs.org 
Parochial  Fr. Pius Cung 
Vicars frpius@bcacs.org 
 Fr. Jacob Thomas 
 frjacob@bcacs.org 
Deacons Deacon David Krajewski  
 Deacon James Nelson 
 

Emergency Assistance 
St. Vincent de Paul Society               969-5606 

Pastoral Care of the Sick 
Homebound  -            Linda Kellogg 965-2074 
             

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements. 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays 3:30 pm, 1st Friday 12:00 pm,  
1st Saturday 8:30 am, and by appointment. 

Sacrament of Eucharist 
Sacrament of Confirmation 

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders 
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance. 

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick 
In case of an accident, surgery or other 
emergency, call 962-0165.  

Parish Staff 

Director of Operations, RCIA and Adult 
Faith Formation ..................... Barbara Kincaid 
▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org                          962-0165 
Director of Liturgy and Music . James Zalewski 
▪ music@bcacs.org                    962-2133 
Director of Religious Education and 
Youth Ministry ............................... Max Crean 
▪ mcrean@bcacs.org  788-3598 
Communications, Music ...............Ellen Tipton 
▪ etipton@bcacs.org                             962-0165 
Echo Apprentice ....................... Emma Schuler 
▪ eschuler@bcacs.org                           962-0165 

Parish Ministries 

All Saints Superfest ....................... Ed Bauman 
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com  962-1328 
Boy Scouts Troop 325 ............... Eddie Thomas 
▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 420-0924 
Catholic Men’s Fellowship..............Ryan Hoch 
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com 
Connecting with Mercy .................. Mary Sine 
▪ sine74@msn.com  
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale 
▪ cvitale@mail.com ................... 517-256-9162  
Evangelization.............................. Tony Wocjik 
▪ tonyatstjoseph@gmail.com 

Finance Council ............................. Ed Bauman 
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com  962-1328 

Formed Access Code ........................ PTRKXD 
Friday Adoration .................... Marlene Hazdra 
  962-8641 
Hispanic Community ........... Fr. Jacob Thomas 
▪ frjacob@bcacs.org  962-0165 
Jail Ministry ............................ Rita Wahmhoff 
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com  968-3067 
Knights of Columbus .......................Ryan Hoch 
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com    
Lakeview Food Pantry ............... Janet Borders 
▪  jdbdvm@comcast.net   965-2632  
Legion of Mary ........................... Linda Kellogg 
▪ kellogg-dl@att.net  965-2074 
Newcomers .................. Phil & Mary Sue Avery 
▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com  979-9105  
Rosary Makers Guild .................. Angie Disher 
▪ amdisher@peoplepc.com  850-380-7593  
Online Giving Support .............. 800-348-2886  
Prayerline..................................... Linda Opack 
 962-7339 
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch 
(Scripture Study) 425-9395 
Spanish Prayer Group Sarah & Francisco Sanchez 
   419-5786 
Spiritual Library ...................... Rita Wahmhoff 
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com  968-3067 
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel 
▪ chirzel@aol.com  968-4639  

Parish Directory 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
61 23rd Street North 

Battle Creek, MI 49015 
 Phone: 269-962-0165, Fax: 269-788-0099 

Michigan CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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