
“Jesus loves you very much.  And in return for such love, don't lose yourself in so 
many desires, but accept daily with serenity whatever comes your way. May the 
heart of Jesus bless you and make you holy not as you want but as he desires."  

–St. Frances Xavier Cabrini- 
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Dear Friends, 

At this point in Luke's Gospel (Luke 14: 25
-33), Jesus is steadily making his way to
Jerusalem, where he knows that he can
expect nothing but betrayal,
condemnation, humiliation, torture, and
death, but then; on the third day he
will rise.

He also knows that everyone who wants 
to be his follower, everyone who wants 
that incomparable meaning and 
deep joy of his Kingdom, will have to 
follow the same path, he tells us, 
"Whoever does not carry his own cross 
and come after me cannot be my 
disciple.“  Every Christian has to die with 
Christ in order to rise with him. 

Death in this sense will not necessarily 
take the form of physical crucifixion, 
although for many of his closest followers 
(the martyrs) it has.  But whatever form 
the cross does take in a particular 
Christian's life, it will always require 
a painful renunciation of something dear 
to us.  Christ's exhortation to hate father 
and mother and brothers and sisters 
simply points out that a true Christian 
can prefer nothing to Christ.  These 
demands may sound harsh, but they flow 
from Christ's love. He doesn't want us to 
have any illusions.  Christ reminds us from 
the very start that following him will 
be demanding, because he knows 
that real friendship is always built on 
the truth. 

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini was the first 
United States citizen to become a 
canonized saint.  Her deep trust in God 
gave her the strength to carry her cross 
and to do great good for our country.    
She was born in 1850 in Lombardy Italy.  
She was the youngest of 13 children.  
Mother Cabrini was born 2 months 
premature, and for the rest of her life she 
lived in a fragile and delicate state of 
health.  Mother Cabrini received her 
education from the Daughters of the 
Sacred Heart.  And after graduation she 
applied to join the order, but they 
wouldn’t take her because of her poor 
health.  So she got a job teaching at an 
orphanage and there she formed her own 
community.  When the orphanage closed 
a few years later her bishop asked her 
and her order to care for poor children in 
schools and hospitals.  In her first five 
years she founded 7 homes and a school.  
At this point she asked the pope to let her 
order go to China.  He said, “No, not to  

the East but to the West.”  And so she 
ended up going to New York City to serve 
the growing Italian immigrant 
community.  When she got there the 
house that was promised to her was 
gone, the Bishop told her to go away, go 
back to Italy.  She didn’t, she found other 
housing and began her work.  Frances 
was known for being as resourceful as 
she was prayerful.  She was always able 
to find people to donate their money, 
time, and support for her institutions.   

She encountered many disappointments 
and hardships and crosses but they never 
kept her down.  Filled with a deep trust in 
God and gifted with an administrative 
ability, over 35 years, Frances Cabrini 
founded 67 institutions, including 
orphanages, schools, and hospitals, 
always dedicated to caring for the poor, 
uneducated, sick, and abandoned, and 
especially the Italian immigrant.   

Mother Cabrini died on December 22, 
1917 at the age of 67.  She was canonized 
in in 1946.  In her papers we have this 
letter she wrote to one of her nuns, its 
letter to encourage the sister in bearing 
the cross.   

"Why, dearest daughter, do you waste 
time in sadness when time is so precious 
for the salvation of poor sinners?  Get rid 
of your melancholy immediately.  Don't 
think any more about yourself.  Do not 
indulge in so many useless and dangerous 
reflections.  Look ahead always without 
ever looking back.  Keep your gaze fixed 
on the summit of perfection where Christ 
awaits you. He wants you despoiled of all 
things, intent only on procuring his 
greater glory during this brief time of 
your existence.  For the short time that 
remains, is it worthwhile to lose yourself 
in melancholy like those who think only 
of themselves, as if all were to end with 
this life?  Ah no.  We must not even 
desire that our pilgrimage on this earth 
be a short one because we do not yet 
know the infinite value of every minute 
employed for the glory of God.  Carry 
your cross then but carry it joyfully, my 
daughter.   Jesus loves you very 
much.  And in return for such love, don't 
lose yourself in so many desires, but  
accept daily with serenity whatever 
comes your way.  May the heart of Jesus 
bless you and make you holy, not as you 
want but as he desires." 

Some of us may already know what our 
cross is.  Maybe it is weighing heavily on 
our shoulders even right now.  If that's 
the case, then we can be sure that God is 
speaking directly to us today.  He 
is reminding us that we aren't carrying 
that cross alone.  Every one of our crosses 
is a small piece of his cross, a small 
part for each one of us to play in 
the great drama of redeeming the world. 

He can remind us of that, as he does 
today, but that reminder in itself 
doesn't lessen our load.  For that to 
happen, we pay attention to the 
reminder.  We have to consciously, deep 
in our hearts, unite our crosses to 
Christ's, to exercise that essential virtue 
of hope.  Hope is the assurance of things 
unseen.  Hope is the assurance, the 
deep conviction, that Jesus Christ shares 
our cross and that blessings and graces 
will surely follow. 

This week, when we feel the weight of 
the cross digging into our shoulders, 
let's lift our gaze to heaven, confident 
that whatever we suffer here on earth in 
union with our Lord is a storing up of 
treasure in Heaven, that will gain eternal 
reward for us and for those we love.  And 
if even that thought is not enough to give 
us strength,  if even today’s reminder 
doesn't keep our hope alive,  we can 
always come and kneel before the 
Tabernacle, where Jesus is truly with us in 
the sacrament of the Eucharist.  He has 
stayed here precisely because he knew 
that there would be times when 
the troubles of life put our faith and hope 
to the test.  When they do, he will 
be right here, ready to strengthen us, if 
only we will come to be strengthened. 

In the words of St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini, “Jesus loves you very much.  And 
in return for such love, don't lose yourself 
in so many desires, but accept daily with 
serenity whatever comes your way.  May 
the heart of Jesus bless you and make 
you holy not as you want but as he 
desires." 

Peace and all good, 

Fr. Christopher J. Ankley 

From Fr. Christopher Ankley 
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Mass Schedule 

Mirror of Patience, Pray for Us 

Saturday, September 10 - Vigil: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 5:00 pm † Paul Ankley  
Sunday, September 11 - 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am †  Deceased Members of the Tindal Family 
10:00 am † Shirley Steinbacher by Family 
12:00 pm † Dan & Margaret Yorke by Haefner Family 
  2:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph and St. Jerome Burmese 
5:00 pm † Christian Reyes Spanish 

Readings For  

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Ex 32:7-11, 13-14, 1 Tm 1:12-17, Lk 15:1-32 

Monday, September 5 
 8:00 am   Intentions of Kathi Lovell 
Tuesday, September 6 
 8:00 am   Intentions of Barb Kincaid 
Wednesday, September 7 
 8:00 am   † Ann Lemaire by Family 
Thursday, September 8 
8:00 am   Intentions of Angela Greenfield 
9:00 am  † Karen Partin by Rita Wahmhoff & Gary & Yvonne 

Green School 
  5:00 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations 
Friday, September 9 
8:00 am  † Beverly Carrico by Brewer Family 
8:30 am  Adoration 
4:45 pm Benediction 

Saturday, September 10 
8:00 am Heather Spells by Neil & Nancy Haack 
3:30 pm Holy Hour for Life 
3:30 pm Confessions 

Minister 
Schedule 

September 
10 & 11 

Saturday, September 3 - Vigil: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 5:00 pm † William Brewer by Brewer Family  
Sunday, September 4 - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am †  Mary Lou VanHuysen by Bob & Kathy Valkner 
10:00 am † Max Stark by Trudy Stark 
12:00 pm † Ed & Ann Wyson by Betty Wyson 
  2:00 pm † Rita Khim Naum by Family Burmese 
5:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph and St. Jerome Spanish ▪ Monday 7:00 pm in St. Joseph Church Spanish

▪ Wednesday 9:00 am - Saturday 9:00 am in St. Philip
Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the Seton Center

▪ Thursday 5:00 to 6:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations
▪ Friday 8:30 am - Benediction 4:45 pm St. Joseph Church
▪ Saturday 3:30 - 5:00 pm Holy Hour for Life in St. Joseph

Church

St. Joseph: To sign up for a Holy hour or to be on the sub 
list for Friday Adoration, please call Marlene: 962-8641 and 
leave your name and phone number. 

St. Philip: Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the St. Philip 
Seton Center,  Wednesday 9:00 am to Saturday 9:00 am, 
call Betty Dillard: 962-8255 to sign up. 

Adoration  

of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

Opportunities for Prayer 
• Liturgy of the Hours  See page 4 for QR code.
• Parish App Text App to 55321.
• Pray for those who are home-bound.
• Pray for those who are sick or in need. See page 5.
• Pray for Priests & Deacons See below.
• Rosary After 8 am Mass weekdays, before 10 am

Mass Sunday, First Friday, September 2 in the Parish
Center Chapel.

Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM Sunday, 12:00 PM 

Cantor Yvonne Holso Cecilia Krajewski Robert Valkner Susie Labrecque 
Reader Annette Pratt Angela Adamson Cheryl Bess, Nicole Fetterhoff Jacqueline Clem 

Server 
Caleb Francisco 
Cadence Schachterle 
Arvin Buenevida 

Augustine Lan 
Helena Lan 
Victoria Mawi 

Faustina Thian Khim 
Renzo Sanchez, Assumpta Tling 
Brendan Bailey-Vega 

Roger Buch 
Luke Lyon 
Josh Lyon 

Usher 
Jeremy Gallaway 
Lucinda Gallaway 
NOT FILLED 

Kimberly & Carl Bolles 
Janice Klein 
Kelley Klein 

Ellen Hallacy 
John Hallacy 
Gerald Ulrich 

Michael Olson 
Rosemary Coon 
Shirley Youmans 

Priests & Deacons to pray for starting Sunday 
Sr. Danielle Victoria Lussier, Fr. Russell Homic, Deacon Gene 
Haas, Fr. Dan Doctor, Msgr. Mike Hazard, Fr. Albert Kemboi, 
Deacon Hal Bohan 

Pastoral Care of the Sick If you know someone who 
would like Communion brought to them at home, please 
contact Linda Kellogg at 269-965-2074. 

Connecting with Mercy  In September we will reach 
out to the women and children at Safe Place Shelter. Now 
is a good time to write a note of support that can be 
included with our gifts. Check the display in the vestibule 
for blank cards. 
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Financial Information 

Sponsor of the Week 

Our sponsors make it possible for our bulletin to be 
published free of charge to our parish. 

Please thank them for advertising in our bulletin. 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has and will 
continue  to cooperate with the Michigan Attorney 
General’s investigation and encourages  anyone 
with information  related to misconduct to call the 
reporting number set up by the Michigan Attorney 
General’s office at: 844.324.3374. 

The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service has  
been  established  to  receive reports of sexual abuse and 
related misconduct by bishops and to relay those reports to 
proper Church authorities for investigation. To make a report, 
visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When 
a report includes a crime, such as the sexual abuse of a minor, 
it will also be reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, reports 
will be kept confidential.  

Formed Watch, listen and read. Anywhere, 
anytime, visit formed.org to access the very 
best Catholic content from more than 60 
organizations to help parishes, families and 
individuals explore their faith anywhere. 
Formed is provided free to our parishioners, 
courtesy of our Battle Creek Catholic Parishes. When signing 
up, create a new account: St. Joseph Catholic Church 61 N 
23rd St, Battle Creek, enter your email address and follow the 
prompts. For more information contact  bkincaid@bcacs.org. 

Liturgy of the Hours, eBreviary  

The Liturgy of the Hours prayer for the current 
hour is offered using the QR code pictured, 
courtesy of ebreviary.com. Morning Prayer, 
Daytime Prayer, Evening Prayer & Night Prayer 
are available for every day. 

Entertainment on Friday night will feature TONY FIELDS/
DOUG DECKER & Ada LeAnn. Saturday night will feature 
Denise Davis & the Motor City Sensations. Ticket 
information is available at www.allsaintssuperfest.org or 
you can email info@allsaintssuperfest.org 

Vendor & Service Booths are available for all parish and 
school organizations. If interested contact Ed Bauman 
269-274-5173 or email edbauman@hotmail.com

The Superfest Auction is looking for donations of goods 
and services for our live & silent auctions. Especially 
needed are vacation rentals, fishing trips, cooking 
experiences, etc. Please contact Christy Riley (269-615-
7281) if you are interested in donating to the auction. 

We offer four options for prospective sponsors…Tent 
Sponsor ($1,000); Major/Event Sponsor ($500); Super 
Sponsor ($250) and All Saints Sponsor ($150). Please 
contact Ed Bauman 269-274-5173 for additional 
information. 

Additional raffle tickets are available at the BCACS and parishes 
offices and the Church entrances. We encourage all parishioners 
to sell the tickets to your friends and neighbors or purchase. The 
Grand Prize is $5,000 and the ticket price is $10. The Raffle 
100% Club winner of $100 for August 29 is Larry Newman. 

The Anderson Midways Carnival will be featured at Superfest this 
year. Advanced ride tickets are available at the Battle Creek Area 
Catholic Schools, The BCACS office and the Religious Education 
Office. The advanced sale price is $35 for a sheet of 50 tickets a 
30% discount versus the regular price during the weekend. 
Tickets will also be available after all Masses next weekend. 

Volunteer sign up forms were in the ticket envelopes distributed 
at the Masses, in this week’s bulletin and at the parish offices. 
We encourage everyone to return the forms as soon as possible 
via the Sunday collection basket or the parish offices. Additional 
forms are also available at www.allsaintssuperfest.org or sign up 
online at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090F4EAEAD2DA0F58-allsaints3. 

September 16, 17 and 18  -  36th Anniversary 
Visit www.allsaintssuperfest.org for more information.
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Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need 
Chris 

Bradley, Gerry Campbell, 

Bernadette Emmons, Margaret 
England, Travis Eveleth, Mary Faber, 

Bernadette Heldt, 

Carolyn Kewley, Joseph Larner, Robert 
Lindstrom,  Scott Marko, 
Curtis Mason, Walt Matyasic, 

Pat Murphy, Mike O’Hare, 
Jeannette Peevers, Sandy Power, Donald Price, Sally 
Ringle, Jack & Betty Roy, Cheryl Scales, Julie Schoder, 
Shirley Springer,   Michael 
Sutton, Frank Swart, David Tipton, 

Prayers for the Deceased 

St. Joseph Prayerline Did you know that there is a team 
of Prayer Warriors in our parish?  We are ready to pray for 
any need:  surgery, health issues, employment issues, and 
any other concern that you might have about your family 
and friends.  Names are optional.  To request prayer, or, to 
become a Prayerline participant, call Linda Opack at 962-
7339.  Linda's name and number is listed also in the bulletin 
on the Parish Directory page, page 7. 

An Act of Mercy, Visiting the Sick This time of year can be 
difficult for families with aging parents. Showing an Act of 
Mercy can look like this:   
• Spend time volunteering at a nursing home – Get

creative and make use of your talents (e.g. sing, read,
paint, call Bingo).

• Take time on a Saturday to stop and visit with an elderly
neighbor.

• Offer to assist caregivers of chronically sick family
members on a one-time or periodic basis. Give
caregivers time off from their caregiving responsibilities
so they can rest, complete personal chores, or enjoy a
relaxing break.

Annual Blue Mass Honoring First Responders –
The annual diocesan Blue Mass honoring police, fire, EMT & 
military personnel will be held Sunday, Sept. 11 at 11:30 am 
at St. Augustine Cathedral. A reception will follow in the 
Crowley Center. To RSVP, contact Fr. Robert Creagan at 
frcreagan@stakalamazoo.or or 269-345-5147.

Catechist Formation Have you ever thought about being 
a catechist teacher for Religious Education? Do you want to 
grow in your knowledge of the faith and share that with the 
youth at your parish? Would you like to join a community of 
faith-filled believers working towards certification in handing 
our beautiful Catholic faith to others? Please join us on 
September 8 from 6:30 – 8:00 pm at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in the Parish Rectory Basement (61 N. 23rd St.) to 
begin the exciting journey of being a catechist. A catechist 
who joins this community would work towards being a faith 
leader in Religious Education, RCIA, Youth Ministry, a great 
faith sharer at home/work/social environments, etc. and 
would find opportunities to serve the Tri-Parish communities 
of Sts. Jerome, Joseph, and/or Philip. Being led by Max 
Crean, DRE at St. Joseph, and Tim McNamara, DRE at St. 
Philip, this opening session is for you! Questions? please 
reach out to Max at mcrean@bcacs.or or  
Tim at tmcnamara@stphilipbc.or . Thank you and God bless! 

Knights of Columbus
If you are interested in becoming a Knight, 
contact Grand Knight Ryan Hoch at: 
ryanmatthew1970@ mail.com.

Catholic Men’s Fellowship ("Men's Group") is a group 
of Christian brothers who meet in Knights room in the Parish 
Center at 7 pm on Thursdays. We welcome any man 18 years 
and up (Catholic or not) who wishes to join us in Christian 
fraternity and encounter spiritual growth Please reach out 
to Ryan Hoch with any questions, he can be reached by email 
at ryanmatthew1970@ mail.com. 

Youth Ministry
• Youth Group Booth at Superfest September 16-18
• Lucernarium Kickoff September 23
• Breakfast with Jesus Kickoff September 29

Calling ALL Bakers for Superfest #36!
Please consider donating homemade items to our 
Council of Catholic Women Bake-Sale Table 
on  September 17 & 18. Items that sell well are: 
pies, small cakes, sturdy cookies, yeast breads and 
rolls, sweet breads (banana, pumpkin, zucchini…
please label if they contain nuts), wrapped 

candies such as fudge, caramels, and peanut brittle, puppy 
chow, snack mix (in individual snack or sandwich bags), no-
bake cookies, and labeled gluten and sugar-free items. 
Donations may be dropped off in the main tent at the Bake-
Sale Table beginning Saturday & Sunday at 11 am. Thank you 
for continuing to support and make this another successful 
fund-raiser for our parishes!  Contact: Kathy Swonk with 
questions at (h) 269-962-9158 or (c) 269-425-5329.   

Give blood. Help save lives.
St. Joseph Church will be hosting a blood drive 

in the Parish Center on Tuesday
September 27 from 12 pm to 5:45 pm. 

Whether you are a seasoned donor or would like to have the 
opportunity to help for the first time, we need you!  Every 
donation is critical and you can make a lifesaving difference.
Even if you have had COVID, you can donate blood. Please 
sign up today at https://www.redcrossblood.org ive.html/
donation-time.
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BCACS & BCACS Foundation, 63 24th St N, Battle Creek, Michigan 49015    †    269.963.1131     † www.bcacs.org

Welcome back, students!
We pray for your health, safety, and success for another great school year.
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Pastor Fr. Christopher Ankley
frchris@bcacs.org

Parochial Fr. Pius Cung
Vicars frpius@bcacs.org

Fr. Jacob Thomas
frjacob@bcacs.org

Deacons Deacon David Krajewski 
Deacon James Nelson

Emergency Assistance
St. Vincent de Paul Society                969-5606

Pastoral Care of the Sick
Homebound       Linda Kellogg 965-2074 

Sacrament of Baptism
Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements.

Sacrament of Penance
Saturdays 3:30 pm, First Friday 12:00 pm, 
First Saturday 8:30 am, and by appointment.

Sacrament of Eucharist
Sacrament of Confirmation

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date.

Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance.

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick
In case of an accident, surgery or other 
emergency, call 962-0165. 

Parish Staff

Director of Operations, RCIA and Adult
Faith Formation ..................... Barbara Kincaid
▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org   962-0165
Director of Liturgy and Music. James Zalewski
▪ music@bcacs.org 962-2133
Director of Religious Education and
Youth Ministry ............................... Max Crean
▪ mcrean@bcacs.org 788-3598
Communications, Music ...............Ellen Tipton
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165
Echo Apprentice .......................Emma Schuler
▪ eschuler@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Ministries

All Saints Superfest....................... Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Boy Scout Troop 325................. Eddie Thomas
▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 420-0924
Catholic Men’s Fellowship..............Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Connecting with Mercy .................. Mary Sine
▪ sine74@msn.com
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale
▪ cvitale@mail.com ................... 517-256-9162 
Evangelization..............................Tony Wocjik
▪ tonyatstjoseph@gmail.com

Finance Council............................. Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Friday Adoration....................Marlene Hazdra

962-8641
Hispanic Community ...........Fr. Jacob Thomas
▪ frjacob@bcacs.org 962-0165
Jail Ministry ............................ Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Knights of Columbus.......................Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Lakeview Food Pantry ...............Janet Borders
▪ jdbdvm@comcast.net 965-2632
Legion of Mary........................... Linda Kellogg
▪ kellogg-dl@att.net 965-2074
myParish App..................... Text App to 55321
Newcomers..................Phil & Mary Sue Avery
▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com 979-9105
Rosary Makers Guild .................. Angie Disher
▪ amdisher@peoplepc.com 850-380-7593
Online Giving Support .............. 800-348-2886 
Prayerline..................................... Linda Opack

962-7339
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch
(Scripture Study) 425-9395

419-5786
Spiritual Library ...................... Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel
▪ chirzel@aol.com 968-4639
Website.................................... stjosephbc.or
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Directory

St. Joseph Catholic Church
61 23rd Street North

Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone: 269-962-0165, Fax: 269-788-0099

Michigan CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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