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“The Lord Himself will give you this sign:   
The Virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son,  

and shall name Him Immanuel.  Isaiah 7:14 
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Dear Friends, 
 
Our Gospel passage for today is part of 
a long conversation that St Matthew 
records in Chapters 24 and 25.  Up until 
this point in the conversation, Jesus has 
been explaining what the age of the 
Church will look like.  The age of the 
Church is the period of history between 
Our Lord’s resurrection and His second 
coming. 
 
He has explained to his Apostles that the 
age of the Church will be marked by 
both wonderful growth and painful 
persecution.  He has explained that 
Jerusalem, the epicenter of 
the Old Covenant, will be destroyed to 
make way for the New Covenant.  He 
has explained that the world itself will 
eventually come to an end to make way 
for the new heavens and the new earth.  
And then, by referring to the example 
of Noah, he explains that although these 
things definitely will happen, the 
Apostles can't know when: "you do not 
know on which day your Lord will 
come." 
 
Why is Jesus telling them these things? 
Why does the Church remind us about 
them every year as Advent begins?   I’m 
glad you asked. 
 
God wants us to know that our time is 
limited, that our lives, and history itself, 
will someday come to an end.  He wants 
us to know this, because he wants us 
to use our limited time wisely, to live as 
true Christians.  Jesus considers this 
lesson to be so important that he 
dedicates four separate parables to it 
before he finishes the conversation, 
driving the lesson home.  Jesus knows 
how easily even the most faithful 
disciple can become distracted by 
earthly life, forgetting that earthly life is 
but the path to the goal of eternal life.   
 
Pope Benedict once said this about our 
future goal of eternal life in Heaven, 
“Here too we see as a distinguishing 
mark of Christians the fact that they 
have a future: it is not that they know 
the details of what awaits them, but they 
know in general terms that their life will 
not end in emptiness. (Spe salvi, #2)  
Human life is a journey. Pope Benedict 
then asks two questions, he asks, 
towards what destination? How do we 
find the way? Life is like a voyage on 
the sea of history, often dark and 
stormy, a voyage in which we watch for 
the stars that indicate the route. The true 
stars of our life are the people who have 
lived good lives. They are lights of 
hope. Certainly, Jesus Christ is the true  

 
 
light, the sun that has risen above all the 
shadows of history. (Spe salvi, #49)  
Life on earth is the path, not the goal.   
 
I have a story about a woman who 
forgot this for a time.  St. Mary of 
Edessa was born in 4th century Syria.  
Her parents died when she was only 7, 
but she was adopted by her uncle, St. 
Abraham Kiduania, and with this new 
home she began to live a remarkably 
holy life.   
 
For 20 years, Mary lived as a hermit; 
following the advice of her hermit-uncle 
she sought a life of deep prayer and 
sacrifice.  One day a monk caught sight 
of Mary as he was visiting Fr. Abraham.  
He was not a good monk.  And he made 
it his goal to steal Mary away from her 
life of prayer.  He spent a year 
befriending her becoming more and 
more friendly and familiar with her.  
Eventually Mary gave in, but afterward 
she was horrified at what she’d done.  
She was ashamed and hid from her 
uncle, the one who loved her, “How can 
I even try to speak with my holy uncle?”  
She asked herself.  “Seeing that I am 
already dead and have no hope of 
gaining salvation. I’d better leave here 
and go to some foreign land where 
nobody knows me.” And so she left. 
 
Mary of Edessa is one who should have 
known better.  After falling she should 
have remembered the infinite mercy of 
God and plunge herself into it.  To be a 
Christian, is to know that we are deeply 
loved by a God who sees us in all of our 
sin, and loves us anyway.  After falling 
Mary had only to turn to the Lord and 
ask for forgiveness; instead she gave 
into despair.  Her despair convinced her 
that having fallen once; she could never 
again be holy.  So Mary ran away from 
her home and took up residence in and 
began working in a house of ill-repute.   
 
Meanwhile, Fr. Abraham was oblivious 
to all that had happened. But that night 
he had a vision of a dragon consuming a 
dove; two days later, in another vision 
he saw the same dragon with its belly 
torn open. He reached in to pull out the 
dove, miraculously unharmed. When he 
called out to his niece to tell her about it 
but received no answer, Abraham 
realized that she was the subject of the 
vision.  She was the dove, the daughter 
of his soul was gone and all he could do 
in her absence was to pray for her. 
 
He prayed for two years before a report 
reached him that his Mary was living  

 
 
and working in a brothel. Fr. Abraham;  
like the Good Shepherd, was off without 
a moment’s hesitation, eager to bring his 
lost lamb home. 
 
Abraham hadn’t left his hermitage in 
decades, but he disguised himself as a 
soldier and began his journey. He made 
an appointment with Mary, who didn’t 
recognize him until he began to cry, 
begging her to come home. Moved by 
his powerful love, Mary returned to her 
hermitage and began again a life of 
prayer. Within three years, God testified 
to her true conversion by giving her the 
gift of miracles. Through her prayers to 
God there were many miracles.   More 
than just being returned to her original 
state of holiness, Mary was brought 
through wickedness to greater prayer, 
greater virtue, and greater power in 
Christ. 
 
While he spoke to Mary in her brothel, 
St. Abraham reminded her, “There is 
nothing new in falling down in the 
contest; the wicked thing is to keep on 
lying there.” St. Mary of Edessa is a 
powerful witness to what God is capable 
of when we offer him our sin—and what 
we’re capable of when we don’t.   
 
Life on earth is the path, not the goal.  
St. Mary of Edessa forgot the goal of 
Heaven and she forgot the Mercy of our 
Good God.  But her uncle was there to 
remind her and bring her back to the 
mercy of our Lord. 
 
As Pope Benedict once said, “Life is 
like a voyage on the sea of history, often 
dark and stormy, a voyage in which we 
watch for the stars that indicate the 
route.  The true stars of our life are the 
people who have lived good lives.  They 
are lights of hope.  As St. Paul said, 
“Put on the armor of Light, put on 
Christ Jesus!”   In other words, be a 
light of hope to those around you.   
 
My prayer for us today is that we may 
be a light of hope, consuming ourselves, 
like a candle, giving light and warmth to 
those around us.  Always pointing the 
way to eternal life.   
 
Peace and all good, 
 
Fr. Christopher J. Ankley 
 
 

From Fr. Christopher Ankley 
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Mass Schedule 

Protector of Children, Pray for Us 

Saturday, December 3 - Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent 
 5:00 pm † Helen Schoder by Schoder Family 
 6:30 pm  Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass & Novena 
Sunday, December 4 - Second Sunday of Advent 
 8:00 am † Jack & Bernice Woods by The Woods Family 
10:00 am † Therese Chiang by Seven Sisters 
12:00 pm † Marion Zull by Candace Leibert & Family 
  2:00 pm † Vernon & Esther Haas by Ellen Tipton Burmese 
 5:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph and St. Jerome  
   Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass & NovenaSpanish 

Monday, November 28 
 8:00 am  † Mary Lou VanHuysen by Bob & Kathy Valkner 
Tuesday, November 29 
 8:00 am  † Evelyn Cutshall by Family 
Wednesday, November 30 
 6:00 am  † Marlene Pape by Candace Leibert & Family 
Thursday, December 1 
  8:00 am  † Pam Allen by Steve & Shair Peare 
 9:00 am  † Jim & Sue Krajewski by Krajewski Family School 
 5:00 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations 
First Friday, December 2 
 8:00 am  † Peter McCorry by Marko Family 
 8:30 am   Adoration 
12:00 pm   Confessions  
 4:45 pm   Benediction 
First Saturday, December 3 
 8:00 am  † Caroline Puentes by Puentes Family 
 8:30 am   Confessions 
 3:30 pm  Holy Hour for Life 
 3:30 pm   Confessions 

 
 

Minister 
Schedule 

 
December 

3 & 4 

Saturday, November 26 - Vigil: First Sunday of Advent 
 5:00 pm † Pete Francisco by Francisco Family 
Sunday, November 27 - First Sunday of Advent 
 8:00 am † Deceased Members of the Tindall Family 
10:00 am † Richard & Maureen Griswold by Mary Gallaway 
12:00 pm † Charlotte Egan by Phil & Mary Pat Harter 
  2:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph and St. Jerome Burmese 
 5:00 pm † Cheo Velez & Carmen Arroyo by Krajewski Family 
   Spanish ▪ Monday 7:00 pm in St. Joseph Church Spanish 

▪ Wednesday 9:00 am - Saturday 9:00 am in St. Philip  
   Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the Seton Center 
▪ Thursday 5:00 to 6:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations 
▪ Friday 8:30 am - Benediction 4:45 pm St. Joseph Church         
▪ Saturday 3:30 - 5:00 pm Holy Hour for Life in St. Joseph  
   Church  
  

St. Joseph: To sign up for a Holy hour or to be on the sub 
list for Friday Adoration, please call Marlene: 962-8641 and 
leave your name and phone number. 
 

St. Philip: Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the St. Philip 
Seton Center,  Wednesday 9:00 am to Saturday 9:00 am, 
call Betty Dillard: 962-8255 to sign up. 

Adoration  

of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

 

Opportunities for Prayer 
• Liturgy of the Hours  See page 4 for QR code. 
• Parish App Text App to 55321. 
• Pray for those who are home-bound. 
• Pray for those who are sick or in need. See page 5. 
• Pray for Priests & Deacons See below.  
• Rosary After 8 am Mass weekdays, before 10 am 

Mass Sunday, First Friday, November 4 in the Parish 
Center Chapel.  

  Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM Sunday, 12:00 PM 

Cantor Yvonne Holso Beverly Kelley Robert Opalek Annette Kukla 

Reader Annette Pratt Jacqueline Clem William Bogan, Ariana Pontoni Roger Buch 

Server 
Truman Hall 
Bryn Hall 
Ryder Gowin 

Victoria Mawi 
Augustine Lan 

Jovani Mejia-Hernandez 
Daniel Moctezuma, Camille Evangeliste 
Brendan Bailey-Vega 

Nicholas Thang 
Emily Mawi 
Rehna Weiss 

Usher 
Jeremy Gallaway 
Lucinda Gallaway 
NOT FILLED 

John Bizon 
Rita Wahmhoff 
Shari Wojcik 

Kathy Askler 
Alyssa Askler 
Carson Brown 

Judith Buch, Peggy Myers 
Susie Labrecque 
Beverly Stevens 

Priests & Deacons to pray for starting Sunday 
Fr. Pius Cung, Deacon Don Bouchard, Deacon Duane 
Poage, Our Future Bishop Fr. Mike Hazard, Fr. Dan 
Doctor, Deacon Gary Wright 
 
Connecting with Mercy Where two or more gather 
together, there you are, Lord.  Bless our families.  
 
Get the St. Joseph Parish App 
Receive regular texts with information 
from St. Joseph Parish.  On the app 
you’ll find: Daily Readings, Weekly 
Bulletin, Access to Online Giving, 
Catholic Prayers, Bishop Barron’s 
Homilies, Miracles & more! 

Readings For  
Second Sunday of Advent 

Is 11:1-10, Rom 15:4-9, Mt 3:1-12 
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Financial Information 
The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has and will 
continue  to cooperate with the Michigan Attorney 
General’s investigation and encourages  anyone 
with information  related to misconduct to call the 
reporting number set up by the Michigan Attorney 
General’s office at: 844.324.3374. 

 
The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service has  
been  established  to  receive reports of sexual abuse and 
related misconduct by bishops and to relay those reports to 
proper Church authorities for investigation. To make a report, 
visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When 
a report includes a crime, such as the sexual abuse of a minor, 
it will also be reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, reports 
will be kept confidential.  
 
2023 March for Life in Washington, DC     

This will take place on January 20.  This will be the 50th 
anniversary and will celebrate the overturn of Roe v. 
Wade.  However, there is still much work to do to truly have a 
culture of life in our country.  We would like to invite high 
school and college students as well as adults to attend this 
amazing experience.  The Tri-Parish Pro-Life Ministry and the 
Tri-Parish Youth Group are working with Grand Rapids Right 
to Life to secure a bus for this trip.  The tentative plans are to 
leave from Battle Creek on January 18.  There will be time for 
sightseeing and to attend the Vigil Mass at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception on  January 
19.  After the March for Life on Friday, the group will return to 
Battle Creek.  The cost of the bus trip and two nights in a 
hotel is approximately $370.  This does not include meals.  For 
those who need financial help to attend, the Tri-Parish Pro-
Life Ministry has money available to assist you.  Please let us 
know by December 1 if you are interested in going.  Contact 
Cathy at 269-968-4639 or prolifeministrybc@yahoo.com.       
 

Formed Watch, listen and read. Anywhere, 
anytime, visit formed.org to access the very 
best Catholic content from more than 60 
organizations to help parishes, families and 
individuals explore their faith anywhere. 
Formed is provided free to our parishioners, 

courtesy of our Battle Creek Catholic Parishes. When signing 
up, create a new account: St. Joseph Catholic Church 61 N 
23rd St, Battle Creek, enter your email address and follow the 
prompts. For more information contact  bkincaid@bcacs.org. 
 

Spiritual Adoption Program 

Month 8 – Developing Baby  
"I like to listen to my Mommy's voice!"  
In the last two months the baby continues to 
gain weight. She is developing a layer of fat 
that will keep her warm after she is born. In 
the 9th month she will shift to a head-down 
position, preparing for birth. Her lungs are 

now fully developed and capable of making the transition to 
breathing air. After birth she will continue the human growth 
process for many years to come. 

Online Giving  Make donations to 
St. Joseph Church via your mobile 
phone, smart device or computer. You 
may make a one time donation or set 
up a recurring weekly or monthly 
donation. You may also choose to give 
to the special collections or pay for a 

Mass stipend. Visit our website  stjosephbc.org or 
myParishApp today to sign up. 

Custodian Position Opening 
Custodian needed for St Joseph School. 40 hours per week 
Monday through Friday. Hours from 3 pm-11 pm. The 
custodian will be responsible for general cleaning of rooms 
in school building. 

Benefits include a competitive salary, medical & dental 
insurance and retirement. School tuition reduction 
program is available for the employee’s children. 

Contact Barb Kincaid bkincaid@bcacs.org or 269-962-0165 if 
you are interested in this position. 

Due to an early bulletin deadline, collection information for 
November will be in the December 4 bulletin. 
 
Special Collections 
• November 27 Flower Fund 
• December 11 Retirement Fund for Religious 

Council of Catholic Women 
The Council of Catholic Women will have a meeting and 
Christmas party on December 6.   SPOUSES are invited. 
Please RSVP by December 1 to Colleen Vitale if your spouse 
or significant other, or daughter will be coming with 
you.  Secret Santa for ladies only, wrapped gift $10 or 
under.   Membership dues are payable if you have not paid 
so far.  We will be collecting items for St. Vincent’s for 
personal care items, such as deodorant, soap, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes and shampoo for the Christmas baskets.  
 
Liturgy of the Hours, eBreviary  
The Liturgy of the Hours prayer for the 
current hour is offered using the QR code 
pictured, courtesy of ebreviary.com. Morning 
Prayer, Daytime Prayer, Evening Prayer & 
Night Prayer are available for every day. 

 New breakfast place in Battle Creek 

 CAFETAL Restaurant  
 

 415 W. Michigan Avenue  
 Phone (269) 753-1187 
 Hours 6:30 am to 2 pm 7 days per week 
 

 Owned by St. Joseph Parishioners 
 Mario Talavera and Arturo Reyes 
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Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need

Chris Bradley, Michael Broas, 
Gerry Campbell, 

Bernadette Emmons, Margaret England, Travis Eveleth, 
Mary Faber, Dr. Stephen Fedele, Michael John Fisher, 

Kathryn Fox, 
Bernadette Heldt, 

Carolyn Kewley, 
Joseph Larner, Robert Lindstrom, 

Scott Marko, 
Curtis Mason, Walt Matyasic, 

Pat Murphy, Mike O’Hare, 
Jeannette Peevers, Sandy Power, Donald Price, Sally Ringle, 

Jack & Betty Roy, Cheryl Scales, Julie Schoder, 
Shirley Springer, Michael Sutton, 
Frank Swart, David Tipton, 

Prayers for the Deceased

Charles Kazmar, Pa Lang, Dean Worden, Jr.

Whether you are a seasoned donor or would like to have the 
opportunity to help for the first time, we need you!  Every 
donation is critical and you can make a lifesaving difference. Even 
if you have had COVID, you can donate blood. Please sign up today 
at https://www.redcrossblood.or / ive.html/donation-time.

Advent Memento Mori Reflection Series
There will be a learning opportunity held weekly in the 
Library of St. Joseph School from 7 pm - 8 pm on 
Wednesdays throughout Advent. (See schedule below.) 
During this time we will be sharing our experiences with the 
past week's book reflections, as well as learning about the 
beauty of the season of Advent. There will also be time
for reflection and discussion of what it means to live 
Memento Mori.

• November 30
• December 7
• December 14
• December 21

If interested, scan the QR code with 
your phone's camera to register. 
Books are available for $25 and 
payment can be given to the Parish 
Office or checks made out to St. 
Joseph Church with Memento Mori 
Series in the memo line and placed in 
the offering. (Payment may also be 
made directly to Ryan at the Nov. 

30th session.) Email Ryan Hoch with any 
questions: ryanmatthew1970@ mail.com.

American Red Cross Blood Services
St. Joseph Church will be hosting a blood drive 
in the Parish Center on Tuesday, November 29 
from 12 pm to 5:45 pm. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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BCACS & BCACS Foundation, 63 24th St N, Battle Creek, Michigan 49015      †    269.963.1131     † www.bcacs.org 

Thank you for helping us reach 50% of our fundraising goal for 
the 2022-2023 Annual Fund Drive! 

 
Each dollar given helps our schools succeed. 

To learn more about the various ways you can help us reach 
our goal , contact Abby Lumbard at 269-963-4771 or email at 

ALumbard@bcacs.org. 

 
Our Tigers are always giving back to the community! 
The St. Philip Catholic Central High School's 
Interact Club held a food drive for the Franklin Food 
Pantry and collected and donated over 300 items.  
 
The STP Interact Club is a club for students who 
want to join together to tackle the issues in their 
community that they care most about. Through 
Interact, you can: 

• Carry out hands-on service projects 

• Make regional and international connections 

• Develop leadership skills 

• Have fun! 

 
Do you know a family that would benefit from 3 
year old preschool? We have room for more 
children to play, learn, and grow together in the best 
environment. 
 
The caring, professional staff at St. Joseph Catholic 
Preschool lay the foundation so that your child will 
begin their formal school experience well-prepared 
and with a love of learning. The children work in 
groups and independently, in a child-centered 
environment meant for discovery and exploration.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor Fr. Christopher Ankley
frchris@bcacs.org

Parochial Fr. Pius Cung
Vicars frpius@bcacs.org

Fr. Jacob Thomas
frjacob@bcacs.org

Deacons Deacon David Krajewski 
Deacon James Nelson

Emergency Assistance
St. Vincent de Paul Society                  969-5606

Pastoral Care of the Sick
Homebound       Pat Fellabaum 589-7300 

Sacrament of Baptism
Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements.

Sacrament of Penance
Saturdays 3:30 pm, First Friday 12:00 pm, 
First Saturday 8:30 am, and by appointment.

Sacrament of Eucharist
Sacrament of Confirmation

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date.

Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance.

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick
In case of an accident, surgery or other 
emergency, call 962-0165. 

Parish Staff

Director of Operations, RCIA and Adult
Faith Formation ..................... Barbara Kincaid
▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org   962-0165
Director of Liturgy and Music. James Zalewski
▪ music@bcacs.org 962-2133
Director of Religious Education and
Youth Ministry ............................... Max Crean
▪ mcrean@bcacs.org 788-3598
Communications, Music ...............Ellen Tipton
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165
Echo Apprentice .......................Emma Schuler
▪ eschuler@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Ministries

All Saints Superfest....................... Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Boy Scout Troop 325................. Eddie Thomas
▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 420-0924
Catholic Men’s Fellowship..............Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Connecting with Mercy .................. Mary Sine
▪ sine74@msn.com
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale
▪ cvitale@mail.com ................... 517-256-9162 
Evangelization..............................Tony Wocjik
▪ tonyatstjoseph@gmail.com

Finance Council............................. Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Friday Adoration....................Marlene Hazdra

962-8641
Hispanic Community ...........Fr. Jacob Thomas
▪ frjacob@bcacs.org 962-0165
Jail Ministry ............................ Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Knights of Columbus.......................Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Lakeview Food Pantry ...............Janet Borders
▪ jdbdvm@comcast.net 965-2632 
Legion of Mary........................... Linda Kellogg
▪ kellogg-dl@att.net 965-2074
myParish App..................... Text App to 55321
Newcomers..................Phil & Mary Sue Avery
▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com 979-9105
Rosary Makers Guild .................. Angie Disher
▪ amdisher@peoplepc.com 850-380-7593
Online Giving Support .............. 800-348-2886 
Prayerline..................................... Linda Opack

962-7339
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch
(Scripture Study) 425-9395

419-5786
Spiritual Library ...................... Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel
▪ chirzel@aol.com 968-4639 
Website.................................... stjosephbc.or
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Directory

St. Joseph Catholic Church
61 23rd Street North

Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone: 269-962-0165, Fax: 269-788-0099

Michigan CatholicMatch.com/goMI

Advertising Information
Please call DON ROE

616-340-8580 • droe@diocesan.com
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