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“The One who is coming after me is mightier than I.   
I am not worthy to carry His sandals.   

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”   
                          

St. John the Baptist 
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Dear Friends, 
 
As the days get shorter and Christmas gets 
closer the Advent wreath gets brighter. It’s 
a powerful reminder that light overcomes 
darkness. The light of Christmas, the light 
of Christ, overcomes the darkness.  The 
Church gives us the season of Advent to 
train us in attentive trust, so that we can 
give God permission to come into our 
lives.  To let the light of Christ come into 
our lives.  And so the gospel today brings 
us St. John the Baptist.  He’s a wild 
character, the last of the Old Testament 
prophets.  
 
Now John the Baptist doesn’t mince words. 
He calls for repentance.  And this call to 
repentance is hard and relentless but 
despite this, people flocked to him coming 
from great distances.  John the Baptist 
didn’t tell people what they wanted to 
hear, he told them what needed to be 
heard.  And maybe that’s why he was so 
popular.  He was a genuine man and on top 
of that he was also very hopeful.  He 
offered hope.  “Our savior is coming.” 
 
His call to repentance affected hearts.  
People believed him when he said it was 
time to rethink their lives and to repent.  It 
was time to change.  So people began to 
speak up and to say what was wrong in 
their lives.  They admitted their guilt and 
their regret.  And to make the cleansing of 
their hearts and consciences visible, John 
washed them in the waters of the Jordan. 
 
For the Jews the Jordan River was a 
powerful symbol of hope and new life.  
God did great things at the Jordan.  He 
cleansed Naaman, the Syrian, of his leprosy 
there and he took the prophet Elijah up to 
heaven at the Jordan.  But most of all,  
God led the Israelites across the Jordan 
River at the end of their forty-year journey 
in the desert.  It was through the Jordan 
that God led his people to the Promised 
Land.   And now after being washed in the 
waters of the Jordan, John’s followers were 
reentering the Promised Land with a 
radical reorientation of their lives.   
 
There are four things we can say about 
repentance.  Repentance is first, the 
recognition that I am infinitely loved by 
God.  He is always looking upon me.  
Repentance is second, knowing that I have 
sometimes failed to live up to that love, 
that I have sinned, that I have grievously 
sinned.   Repentance is third, the 
knowledge, the heartfelt knowledge, that I 
need his mercy.  And finally Repentance is 
giving God a free hand to work in my life as  
he wants, “Do with me as you will Lord.”  
And to live this way is supremely freeing.  

 
 
It means that I don’t have to save myself.  
It means that I allow Jesus to enter into my 
life, and take control.  I give myself to Him.  
I trust.  To repent is to ultimately trust in 
Jesus.   
 
On Monday night I was Christmas shopping 
and the woman checking me out at the 
store asked me, “What do you do for a 
living?”  And I said I’m a Catholic priest.  
Her face lit up and she almost shouted, “I 
love Jesus too!”  Then she said, “Wait here 
I have something for you.”  She went back 
to a cabinet to get a small object.  She 
handed it to me; it was a small red Lego 
piece.  The kind you step on, that really 
hurt.  “Did you know,” she said, “That the 
word Lego is an abbreviation for Let Go 
and Let God!”  In other words, Trust in the 
Lord, make Him your Rock foundation, and 
give yourself to Him.  The woman told me 
to keep it in my pocket as a reminder to 
Trust, to let go and let God. 
 
Cardinal John O’Connor of New York was 
consecrated a bishop in 1983 in Rome.   
On his way down the aisle after the 
consecration, he blessed the people 
gathered in the church. Suddenly he saw a 
famous face, and went over to greet 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta.  He gave her a 
blessing, but was not prepared for what 
came next.  She grasped one of his hands 
in both of hers, and said to him: “Give 
Jesus a free hand! Give him permission!”  
“Give yourself to Him.”  “Trust Him.” In 
other words, Let go and let God.  Cardinal 
O’Connor never forgot those words, and he 
said that he tried to make them a 
watchword for the rest of his life.   
 
How, practically, do we give God 
permission? To give ourselves to God, to 
grow in trust, to let go and to let God.  
Where do we start?  We’ve already taken 
the first step by coming to Mass. And did 
you know that when the gifts are being 
brought to the altar you too are being 
brought up to the altar.  The bread, the 
wine, the monetary gifts represent the 
whole of our lives being offered to God.   
So as the men/women/ushers bring up the 
gifts to be offered to God the Father, you 
are there too.  You are offering yourself to 
the Father in Jesus, with Jesus, and through 
Jesus.  You are giving to the Father all your 
labor, all your hard work, all your joys, all 
your sorrows, all your struggles, all your 
pains, all yours sins, your everything.  You 
are asking to be made anew. You are 
asking to be renewed by grace.  Think  
about that as the gifts are being brought 
forward.  You are there too, in the basket 
of monetary gifts, the fruit of your labor, in  

 
 
the cruet of wine, in the paten of bread, 
you are there too.  You are giving yourself 
to God, did you know that? 
 
And then when we receive Jesus Christ 
himself in the Eucharist; when we say 
“Amen” before receiving the Eucharist, we 
give Jesus permission to be the Lord of our 
Lives, and we affirm that we believe 
everything that the Catholic Church 
teaches for our happiness.  But for all of 
that to take deep root in our souls, we 
need to know what our Church teaches 
and why.  We need to know our faith to 
have a growing and deepening 
understanding.  So here’s a challenge, a bit 
of homework. Get a copy of the 
Compendium of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church. This is a shorter version of 
the Catechism, made up of short questions 
and answers. You can find it on Amazon – 
The Compendium of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church. It costs $7.93. 
 
Read a paragraph every day until 
Christmas, and take a few minutes to 
reflect on it. If it’s enriching your life, keep 
going after Christmas.  If we do that, if we 
study our faith, and we give ourselves to 
the Lord at Mass, we’re actively giving God 
permission to work in our lives by 
cooperating with whatever he wants to 
inspire in us.  Who knows what he might 
be asking of you, to find out, let go, let 
God.   
 
I want to end by reading a hymn the school 
choir sang on Thursday after Communion.  
It’s all about giving ourselves, with Jesus, to 
the Heavenly Father.  Putting ourselves on 
the paten, putting ourselves in the chalice.   
 
 On the paten with the Host 
 I offer up my lowly heart: 
 All my life, my deeds, my thoughts 
 Thine shall be as mine Thou art. 
 

 In the chalice let me be 
 A drop of water mingled there. 
 Lost O Jesus in Thy Love 
 Thy great sacrifice I share. 
 

 All today and ev'ry day 
 O Jesus let me live in thee, 
 So that I no longer live 
 But that thou may'st live through me. 
 
When the gifts are presented, give yourself 
to the Lord, asked to be transformed by His 
saving Grace.   
 
Peace and all good, 
 

Fr. Christopher J. Ankley 

From Fr. Christopher Ankley 
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Mass Schedule 

Solace of the Afflicted, Pray for Us 

Saturday, December 10 - Vigil: Third Sunday of Advent 
 5:00 pm † Coach Al Liebert by Candace Leibert 
 6:30 pm  Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass & Novena 
Sunday, December 11 - Third Sunday of Advent 
 8:00 am † Karen Partin by Dale & Mary Wagner 
10:00 am † Max Stark by Trudy Stark 
12:00 pm  Pete & Lois Werner by Neil & Nancy Haack 
  2:00 pm † The People of St. Joseph and St. Jerome Burmese 
 5:00 pm † Francisco Garcia by Rafaella Garcia  
   Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass & Novena Spanish 

Monday, December 5 
 8:00 am  † Pat Maliszewski by Phil & Mary Pat Harter 
 6:00 pm    Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass & Novena  
Tuesday, December 6 
 8:00 am    Spiritual Renewal & Conversion of Our Nation by
    Dee Wygant 
 6:00 pm   Ramiro Guardian Roman - Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass & 
    Novena  
Wednesday, December 7 
 8:00 am  † Walter & Evelyn Hudson by Jack Haciak 
 6:00 pm    Carol White - Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass & Novena  
  
Thursday, December 8  -  The Immaculate Conception 
  8:00 am  † George & Hermine Kronthaler by Trudy Stark 
 9:00 am  † Pat Peck by Trudy Stark School 
 5:30 pm    Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass & Novena  
 7:00 pm   Intentions of the Krajewsi Bello Families by Family 
Friday, December 9 
 8:00 am   Priests of the Kalamazoo Diocese by Mary Ann Lupina 
 8:30 am   Adoration 
12:00 pm   Confessions  
 4:45 pm   Benediction 
 6:00 pm    Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass & Novena  
Saturday, December 10 
 8:00 am  † Pat Peck 
 8:30 am   Confessions 
 3:30 pm  Holy Hour for Life 

 
 

Minister 
Schedule 

 
December 

10 & 11 

Saturday, December 3 - Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent 
 5:00 pm † Helen Schoder by Schoder Family 
 6:30 pm  Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass & Novena 
Sunday, December 4 - Second Sunday of Advent 
 8:00 am † Jack & Bernice Woods by Woods Family 
10:00 am † Therese Chiang by Seven Sisters 
12:00 pm † Marion Zull by Candace Leibert & Family 
  2:00 pm † Vernon & Esther Haas by Ellen Tipton Burmese 
 5:00 pm  The People of St. Joseph and St. Jerome  
   Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass & Novena Spanish 

▪ Monday 7:00 pm in St. Joseph Church Spanish 
▪ Wednesday 9:00 am - Saturday 9:00 am in St. Philip  
   Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the Seton Center 
▪ Thursday 5:00 to 6:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations 
▪ Friday 8:30 am - Benediction 4:45 pm St. Joseph Church         
▪ Saturday 3:30 - 5:00 pm Holy Hour for Life in St. Joseph  
   Church  
  

St. Joseph: To sign up for a Holy hour or to be on the sub 
list for Friday Adoration, please call Marlene: 962-8641 and 
leave your name and phone number. 
 

St. Philip: Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel at the St. Philip 
Seton Center,  Wednesday 9:00 am to Saturday 9:00 am, 
call Betty Dillard: 962-8255 to sign up. 

Adoration  

of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

 

Opportunities for Prayer 
• Liturgy of the Hours  See page 4 for QR code. 
• Parish App Text App to 55321. 
• Pray for those who are home-bound. 
• Pray for those who are sick or in need. See page 5. 
• Pray for Priests & Deacons See below.  
• Rosary After 8 am Mass weekdays, before 10 am 

Mass Sunday, First Friday, December 2 in the Parish 
Center Chapel.  

  Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM Sunday, 12:00 PM 

Cantor Pat Squires Cecilia Krajewski Choir Youth Susie Labrecque 

Reader 
Phillip Avery Cristine Jones Nicole Fetterhoff 

Marie Odile Ndayishimiye Owineza 
Sandy Power 

Server 
Charlie Buckley 
Cadence Schachterle 
Arvin Buenevida 

Nicholas Htet 
Jean Khim 
Juan Mejia-Lugo 

Robert Duh, Faustina Thian Khim 
Nick Lian 
Santiago Nu–ez-Rojas 

Luke Lyon 
Josh Lyon 
Nicholas Galbreath 

Usher 
Stephen & Mary Nelson 
Greg Domm, Luise Kaufmann 

Carl & Kimberly Bolles 
Janice & Kelly Klein 

Conrado & JoEllen Campos 
Alonso Campos 

Mike Olson, Rosemary 
Coon, Shirley Youmans 

Priests & Deacons to pray for starting Sunday 
Fr. Paul Redmond, Fr. Steve Rodrigo, Deacon Frank Sila, 
Fr. Alan Jorgensen, Deacon Phillip Sirk, Fr. Patrick Craig, 
Fr. James Kastigar 
 
Connecting with Mercy Our donations of winter 
gear arrived at Charitable Union just in time for the 
snow! Thanks to Frank Skeltis for getting them there.  
 

Let’s pray that that these items will warm hearts 
as well as hands this winter. Thank you for caring 
about mercy all year round.    

Readings For Third Sunday of Advent 
Is 35:1-6a, 10, Jas 4:7-10, Mt 11:2-11 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Joseph Catholic Church Page 4 Battle Creek, MI

Financial Information
The Diocese of Kalamazoo  has and will 
continue  to cooperate with the Michigan Attorney 
General’s investigation and encourages  anyone 
with information  related to misconduct to call the 
reporting number set up by the Michigan Attorney 
General’s office at: 844.324.3374.

The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service has  
been  established  to  receive reports of sexual abuse and 
related misconduct by bishops and to relay those reports to 
proper Church authorities for investigation. To make a report, 
visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When 
a report includes a crime, such as the sexual abuse of a minor, 
it will also be reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, reports 
will be kept confidential. 

Get the St. Joseph Parish App
With the App you’ll receive regular texts with 
information from St. Joseph Parish.  On the 
App you’ll find: Parish Calendar, Daily 
Readings, Formed, Weekly Bulletin,  Catholic 
Prayers, News, Homilies and Miracles! Scan 
the QR code to get the App.

Custodian Position Opening
Custodian needed for St Joseph School. 40 hours per week 
Monday through Friday. Hours from 3 pm-11 pm. The 
custodian will be responsible for general cleaning of rooms 
in school building.

Benefits include a competitive salary, medical & dental 
insurance and retirement. School tuition reduction 
program is available for the employee’s children.

Contact Barb Kincaid bkincaid@bcacs.or or 269-962-0165 if 
you are interested in this position.

A gift of flowers and decorations for the Christmas Season

You can remember family and friends by making a donation for flowers and decorations to St. Joseph Church. Your donation will be
used to enhance our worship space by purchasing decorations and keeping flowers and plants fresh throughout the Christmas Season.  
Please fill out the form below and place it in the collection basket by December 20.  An insert will be in a bulletin in January.

In memory of: __________________________________
In memory of: __________________________________
In memory of: __________________________________
In memory of: __________________________________

Donated by: ______________________ Env. #____

Please use my gift for plants and decorations.  Minimum suggested donation: $15.00

Sunday Collection

November 20: $15,859
November 27: $15,549

Please 

Print 

Names

Legibly

Peace on Earth  - Sunday, December 11
Pennfield Performing Arts Center 3:00 pm

Tickets at the door
$10 Adults, $5 Students, Seniors & Veterans

Special Guests  - Santa & Mrs. Claus!

Liturgy of the Hours, eBreviary
The Liturgy of the Hours prayer for the 
current hour is offered using the QR 
code pictured, courtesy of 
ebreviary.com. Morning Prayer, 
Daytime Prayer, Evening Prayer & Night 
Prayer are available for every day.

Formed Watch, listen and read. 
Anywhere, anytime, visit formed.or  to 
access the very best Catholic content 
from more than 60 organizations to 
help parishes, families and individuals 
explore their faith anywhere. Formed is 

provided free to our parishioners, courtesy of our Battle 
Creek Catholic Parishes. When signing up, create a new 
account: St. Joseph Catholic Church 61 N 23rd St, Battle 
Creek, enter your email address and follow the prompts. 
For more information contact  bkincaid@bcacs.org.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Prayers for the Sick/Those in Need

Chris Bradley, Michael Broas, 
Gerry Campbell, 

Bernadette Emmons, Margaret England, Travis Eveleth, 
Mary Faber, Dr. Stephen Fedele, Michael John Fisher, 

Kathryn Fox, 
Bernadette Heldt, 

Carolyn Kewley, 
Joseph Larner, Robert Lindstrom, 

Scott Marko, 
Curtis Mason, Walt Matyasic, 

Pat Murphy, Mike O’Hare, 
Jeannette Peevers, Sandy Power, Donald Price, Sally Ringle, 

Jack & Betty Roy, Cheryl Scales, Julie Schoder, 
Shirley Springer, Michael Sutton, 
Frank Swart, David Tipton, 

Prayers for the Deceased

Diego Garcia, Martin Thawang Lian, Joseph Wilder

Advent Memento Mori Reflection Series

There is a learning opportunity held weekly in the Library of 
St. Joseph School from 7 pm - 8 pm on Wednesdays 
throughout Advent. It began on October 30 and continues 
December 7, 14 & 21. During this time we will be sharing 
our experiences with the past week's book reflections, as 
well as learning about the beauty of the season of Advent. 
There will also be time for reflection and discussion of what 
it means to live Memento Mori.

If interested, scan the QR code with your 
phone's camera to register. Books are 
available for $25 and payment can be 
given to the Parish Office or checks made 
out to St. Joseph Church with Memento 
Mori Series in the memo line and placed 
in the offering. (Payment may also be 

made directly to Ryan.) Email Ryan Hoch with any 
questions: ryanmatthew1970@ mail.com.

Council of Catholic Women The Council of Catholic 
Women will have a meeting and Christmas party on 
December 6. SPOUSES are invited. Please RSVP by 
December 1 to Colleen Vitale if your spouse or significant 
other, or daughter will be coming with you. Secret Santa 
for ladies only, wrapped gift $10 or under. Membership 
dues are payable if you have not paid so far. We will be 
collecting items for St. Vincent’s for personal care items, 
such as deodorant, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes and 
shampoo for the Christmas baskets. 

Bulletin Deadline Please send bulletin articles to Ellen: 
etipton@bcacs.org, no later than 9 am Monday for the 
following Sunday bulletin. Thank you!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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BCACS & BCACS Foundation, 63 24th St N, Battle Creek, Michigan 49015      †    269.963.1131     † www.bcacs.org

Give the gift of Catholic education 
this Christmas season!

Each dollar given helps more students receive our 
high quality, faith-driven education.

To learn more about the various ways you can help us reach our 
goal , contact Abby Lumbard at 269-963-4771 or email at 

ALumbard@bcacs.org.
Donations always welcomed online —www.bcacs.org/donate

Do you know a family that would benefit from 3 
year old preschool? We have room for more 
children to play, learn, and grow together in the best 
environment.

The caring, professional staff at St. Joseph Catholic 
Preschool lay the foundation so that your child will 
begin their formal school experience well-prepared 
and with a love of learning. The children work in 
groups and independently, in a child-centered 
environment meant for discovery and exploration. 

We always love to welcome back our 
BCACS alumni! Last week, Diego 

Campos, St. Philip Catholic Central 
High School Class of 2019, visited 
with our current students. Diego 

shared his experiences from 
attending the Naval Academy.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor Fr. Christopher Ankley
frchris@bcacs.org

Parochial Fr. Pius Cung
Vicars frpius@bcacs.org

Fr. Jacob Thomas
frjacob@bcacs.org

Deacons Deacon David Krajewski 
Deacon James Nelson

Emergency Assistance
St. Vincent de Paul Society                  969-5606

Pastoral Care of the Sick
Homebound       Pat Fellabaum 589-7300 

Sacrament of Baptism
Parishioners should call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements.

Sacrament of Penance
Saturdays 3:30 pm, First Friday 12:00 pm, 
First Saturday 8:30 am, and by appointment.

Sacrament of Eucharist
Sacrament of Confirmation

Contact our Schools or our Director of Faith 
Formation.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact one of the parish 
priests at least six months before setting a 
wedding date.

Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you or someone you know has a vocation, 
contact a parish priest for assistance.

Sacrament of Anointing the Sick
In case of an accident, surgery or other 
emergency, call 962-0165. 

Parish Staff

Director of Operations, RCIA and Adult
Faith Formation ..................... Barbara Kincaid
▪ bkincaid@bcacs.org   962-0165
Director of Liturgy and Music. James Zalewski
▪ music@bcacs.org 962-2133
Director of Religious Education and
Youth Ministry ............................... Max Crean
▪ mcrean@bcacs.org 788-3598
Communications, Music ...............Ellen Tipton
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165
Echo Apprentice .......................Emma Schuler
▪ eschuler@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Ministries

All Saints Superfest....................... Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Boy Scout Troop 325................. Eddie Thomas
▪ scoutmaster325@gmail.com 420-0924
Catholic Men’s Fellowship..............Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Connecting with Mercy .................. Mary Sine
▪ sine74@msn.com
Council of Catholic Women ...... Colleen Vitale
▪ cvitale@mail.com ................... 517-256-9162 
Evangelization..............................Tony Wocjik
▪ tonyatstjoseph@gmail.com

Finance Council............................. Ed Bauman
▪ edbauman@hotmail.com 962-1328
Friday Adoration....................Marlene Hazdra

962-8641
Hispanic Community ...........Fr. Jacob Thomas
▪ frjacob@bcacs.org 962-0165
Jail Ministry ............................ Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Knights of Columbus.......................Ryan Hoch
▪ ryanmatthew1970@gmail.com
Lakeview Food Pantry ...............Janet Borders
▪ jdbdvm@comcast.net 965-2632 
Legion of Mary..........................Pat Fellabaum
▪ fellabaumw@aol.com 589-7300
myParish App..................... Text App to 55321
Newcomers..................Phil & Mary Sue Avery
▪ marysue_a@yahoo.com 979-9105
Rosary Makers Guild .................. Angie Disher
▪ amdisher@peoplepc.com 850-380-7593
Online Giving Support .............. 800-348-2886 
Prayerline..................................... Linda Opack

962-7339
Small Christian Communities…………Judy Buch
(Scripture Study) 425-9395

419-5786
Spiritual Library ...................... Rita Wahmhoff
▪ ritawahmhoff@yahoo.com 968-3067
Tri-Parish Pro-Life ............................ Pat Hirzel
▪ chirzel@aol.com 968-4639 
Website.................................... stjosephbc.or
▪ etipton@bcacs.org 962-0165

Parish Directory

St. Joseph Catholic Church
61 23rd Street North

Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone: 269-962-0165, Fax: 269-788-0099

Michigan CatholicMatch.com/goMI

Advertising Information
Please call DON ROE

616-340-8580 • droe@diocesan.com
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