
  
 

 
God’s ways (see Ps 81:13) inasmuch as his 
commandments are truly paths that lead us away 
from sin and closer to God. And yet Jesus calls 
himself the way because he leads directly to the 
Father. By knowing him, those in the world come 
to a perfect knowledge of God, his commandments, 
and the salvation which is accomplished  in  Jesus  
and  made present among us.  
 
Right after saying “May your way be known upon 
earth,” the Psalmist continues, “among all nations, 
your salvation.” Those last two words in Hebrew 
are Yeshu’a-tekha which is identical to how a 
Hebrew-speaker would say Your Jesus. So the 
Psalmist can be understood to say, “May your 
Jesus be known among all nations.” Thus the angel 
instructed Saint Joseph, “you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins” (Matt 1:21).  
 
Since the same Holy Spirit breathes every truly 
inspired word, we shouldn’t be surprised when all 
three of these images appear again in the Canticle 
of Zechariah (Lk 1:68-79) which is prayed by the 
Church every morning. He says that John the 
Baptist will go “to give his people knowledge of 
salvation [Jesus] by the forgiveness of their sins.” 
Further, that “the dawn from on high shall break 
upon us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness,” 
and finally that he will “guide our feet into the way 
of peace.”  
 
Take time this week to pray both Psalm 67 and the 
Canticle of Zechariah (which is in Luke 1:68-79). 
The same Holy Spirit who inspired those songs 
continues to inspire today! 
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Psalm 67 
 

This Psalm contains a repeating verse that tells us 
the theme: “Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you!” This Psalm looks 
forward to when it is not just the people of Israel 
that praises the Lord, but all the peoples from the 
ends of the earth. This is accomplished in Jesus 
who commissions the Apostles to carry salvation 
to all peoples: “Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to 
the close of the age” (Matt 28:19-20). 
 

In the first couple verses, the Psalmist foretells 
that this saving work will be accomplished 
through Jesus. The Psalmist says, “May he let his 
face shine upon us.” Jesus is truly called the face 
of God. When we think of someone or recognize 
someone, it is almost always by their face. This is 
why Jesus tells the disciples at the Last Supper, 
“He who has seen me has seen the Father” (Jn 
14:9). To see someone’s face is to see them, so 
also to see the Son is to see the Father, to see 
God. Notice also that the Psalmist uses the word 
shine. The Apostle John calls Jesus “the true 
light that enlightens every man” (1:9) and that 
this light “shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it” (Jn 1:5). Jesus 
shares his radiance with the disciples such that he 
can tell them, “You are the light of the world, 
[...] let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven” (Matt 5:14-16). 
 
The Psalmist then says, “May your way be 
known upon earth.” This verse should remind us 
immediately of Jesus’ words at the Last Supper, 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father, except through me”(Jn 14:6).  
The commandments of God are sometimes called  


