
 

From Fr. Maximilian Nightingale 

I will announce the decree of the Lord: The Lord said to 
me, “You are my Son. It is I who have begotten you this 
day.” The Christ himself announces the decree of the Lord. 
One of the Church Fathers (the exact reference escapes me!) 
teaches that this means that whenever the true revelation of 
God is taught, it is Christ himself who teaches. Jesus said, 
“the words I speak to you are spirit and life” (Jn 6:63), so he 
continues to speak wherever words are used to lead souls to 
eternal life. In particular, the decree announced here is the 
divine sonship of the Christ. We see in this Psalm the word 
that is eventually used in the Nicene Creed which we recite 
every Sunday: begotten. The Son is not created. There is no 
time in which the Son was apart from the Father, but always 
and even now he is “the only begotten Son of God, born of 
the Father from all ages, God from God, light from light, 
true God from true God. Begotten, not made.” 
 
Ask of me and I will give you the nations as your 
inheritance, and the ends of the earth as your possession. 
All things in heaven and earth are handed over to Christ. 
Even though nations carry on as if they are the masters of 
their own destiny, it will one day be manifest that Jesus 
Christ is Lord over all and brings all things to their proper 
place. When Jesus is on trial before his Crucifixion, Pontius 
Pilate says to him, “Do you not know that I have power to 
release you, and power to crucify you?” and Jesus responds, 
“You would have no power over me unless it had been 
given you from above” (Jn 19:10-11). So every authority in 
heaven and on earth receives its authority from Christ and 
will some day give an account of their administration. 
 
Blessed are all who trust in God! This Psalm pairs 
perfectly with the first Psalm in that it gives a criterion 
which distinguishes the blessed from the wicked. Just as 
the first Psalm describes the blessed as those who “meditate 
on the law of the Lord day and night” and the wicked as 
those who reject it and “are like chaff drive by the wind”; so 
this Psalm teaches that the blessed are those “who trust in 
God” and his Christ, whereas the wicked are those plot and 
scheme against his Christ. May we always follow Christ and 
keep the law of God in our hearts! 
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Psalm 2 
 
Since the Psalm for this Sunday is one I’ve already 
written about (Ps. 145), I will write instead about Psalm 2. 
 
Why do the nations rage [...] against the Lord and 
against his Christ? The first two Psalms are traditionally 
interpreted as an introduction to the entire book of Psalms. 
Inasmuch as the Psalms contain the mysteries of the 
whole of Scripture, the first two Psalms can also be 
understood as containing the primary themes of the whole 
of Scripture. The first Psalm focuses on the central 
mystery of the Old Testament, namely, the revelation of 
the law of God; whereas the second Psalm focuses on the 
central mystery of the New Testament, namely, the 
revelation of the Christ of God. So this Psalm is one of 
the Psalms that teaches directly about who Christ is and 
what he accomplishes. 
 
The original Hebrew uses the word mashiach ( ,)יַח ָמשִׁ
which is often rendered Messiah, and often translated as 
Anointed One. The Greek word for this is Christos 
(χριστός) and became the most commonly known title of 
the Christ as the Greek Scriptures were spread throughout 
the world. Even St. Jerome, as he worked on the Latin 
translation of the Bible, preserved the Greek name 
Christus, instead of using the more Latin sounding unctus. 
And so throughout all the world, those who follow the 
Anointed One of God are known as Christians (Acts 
11:26). 
 
“It is I who have appointed my king on Zion, my holy 
mountain.” In this Psalm, God speaks against those who 
want to destroy the Christ by announcing that he himself 
has appointed Christ to his sacred and royal position. 
Though nations and rulers could conspire to bring about 
the downfall of any earthly principality or power, any 
effort to dismantle the kingdom of Christ will ultimately 
be in vain, because God himself establishes the kingdom 
over which Christ is king.  


