
 

From Fr. Maximilian Nightingale 

and so it remains to another Christ to fulfill the 
promise made by God in this Psalm: “He will call out 
to me, „You are my father, my God, the rock of my 
salvation.‟ I for my part will make him my firstborn, 
the highest of the kings of the earth.” Ultimately the 
prophecies of this Psalm are fulfilled in Jesus who 
calls God “Father” (Mt 6:9, Jn 17:5), who is the 
“firstborn of all creation” (Col 1:15), and who is 
“the blessed and only ruler, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords” (1 Tim 6:15). As Psalm 89 closes, 
there is a hypothetical question: “What man can live 
and never see death? Who can save himself from the 
grasp of the tomb?” Whereas David “died, was 
buried, and his tomb is in our midst to this day” (Acts 
2:29), Jesus the Christ is risen from the dead and dies 
no more. He sits on his throne which endures forever, 
“a faithful witness in the heavens”. 
 
Take some time this week to read through the 
entirety of this Psalm and to make it a prayer of your 
own. The Psalms were the prayers used by Jesus and 
Mary, by the Apostles, and by the entire people of 
God for 3000 years. May the Holy Spirit grant you 
the faith and wisdom to come to the knowledge and 
love of God through them.  
      
 
 
     6-28-20 

Psalm 89 
 
The Book of Psalms is the book of the Bible most 
frequently read during the Church‟s liturgy, and yet 
it often remains unfamiliar. Very often, while 
trying to remember the antiphon which the people 
sing, one neglects to pay attention to the verses of 
the Psalm. In preaching too, the words of the Psalm 
are often passed up in favor of the other readings or 
the day‟s celebration. Nevertheless, the Psalms 
constitute a divinely revealed prayer book which 
contains all the mysteries of the faith and 
movements of the heart. 

Psalm 89 is one of the Psalms which refer directly 
to the Anointed One (“Messiah” in Hebrew, 
“Christ” in Greek). The excerpts we hear today 
refer to the fidelity of God (“my mouth shall 
proclaim your faithfulness...in heaven you have 
confirmed your faithfulness”) and the blessedness 
of God’s people (“Blessed the people who know 
the joyful shout”). These two themes come together 
in speaking about the Lord’s Anointed One. At 
first, this seems to refer to King David, “I have 
found my servant David, and with my holy oil 
anointed him.” And yet the kingdom of David 
eventually crumbles and falls, as God‟s people are 
carried into exile, “You have spurned and rejected, 
you are angry with the one you have anointed,”  


