
 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Mark G. Mazza……………….....................................Pastor 
Rev. Rufino Gepiga……………….........................Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Mr. Henry Jacquemet……………......…Permanent Deacon 
Rev. Mr. Steven G. Hackett………….….…….Permanent Deacon 
Rev. Mr. Leon P. Kortenkamp ……………….Permanent Deacon 
Mrs. Karen Turner……….…………….Parish Operations Manager 
Ms. Jeanne Sentman ………………………...Parish Office Manager 
Ms.  Terri Lee Craib….…………….……..…............Parish Secretary 
Mrs. Robyn Lang…………………..Director of Religious Education 
Mrs. Andrea Harville……..………………......……….School Principal         
 

Parish Office 
Open Monday—Thursday 8:30am to 4:00pm 
Closed Friday 
 

Phone:  (650) 593-6157 
Fax:       (650) 593-1665    
Web Site  www.ihmbelmont.org 
Email:   office@ihmbelmont.org 
 

IHM School 
Phone      (650) 593-4265                           
Fax          (650) 593-4342                          
Web Site      www.ihmschoolbelmont.org 
e-mail                  ihmoffice@ihmschoolbelmont.org 
 

Preschool 
Phone  (650) 593-2344 

 

Church of  

the Immaculate heart of mary 
 Catholic Church 

1040 Alameda de las Pulgas  Belmont  CA  94002 

    
 

 

THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS 
Weekday Mass Monday-Saturday 
8:15am 
 

Sunday Masses 
Saturday 5:00pm 

Sunday 7:30am; 9:30am; 11:30am  
Sunday 4:00pm Traditional Latin Mass 
 

Our 9:30am Sunday Mass is livestreamed on our website  
at www.ihmbelmont.org 
 

Holy Communion/Confession/Anointing for the Sick and 
Homebound 
Fr. Rufino Gepiga   650-593-6157 
Confession 
By Appointment    650-593-6157 

 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptism: 
Parents wishing to have their child baptized should call      
the Parish Office to schedule the baptism and to schedule 
participation in our Baptismal Preparation Program.       
Please call two months before you wish the Baptism. The 
preparation may be done before the birth of the child.  
 
Marriage 
Arrangements must be made six months before the    
tentative date of the marriage by calling the Parish Office. 
 
Anointing of the Sick: 
This sacrament is for those who are elderly, seriously ill, or 
scheduled for surgery. Please contact the Parish Office for 
current protocols. If in hospital, request the Catholic       
Chaplain or a priest from the Parish in which the hospital is 
located, through the nursing station.  

 

December 5, 2021 God has commanded that every lofty mountain be made low. 
      — Baruch 5:7  
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Simbang Gabi Novena 
 

IHM will sponsor the Mass  
December 18th at 5:00 pm 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
Sometimes you will hear people say that Christmas is especially for children.  
Those older may recall the enthusiasm, excitement, and innocence of the 
Christmases of their youth.  I was blessed with such experiences for all the years 
of my childhood.  As we grow older children might remind us of the days of 
innocence gone by and help bring that innocence into the present.  Christmas 
never grows old.  The Christ Child of 2021 remains the same yesterday, today, 

and forever.   His sack of goodness is never exhausted even as the years pass.   His amazing grace cannot be diminished in His 
power to enlighten, strengthen, renew, and give life to us.  We always will need a Savior and there is only one:  Jesus Christ.   His 
Triumph of Love touches the past, the present, the future even into eternity. 
 

In growing up there eventually comes that moment, a crossroads I would say, when we must make a choice.  Usually, it dawns on 
us in our early teen years.  At some point the externals of Christmas are just not enough for us. There must be something or 
someone deeper or not much at all.  There is an emptiness in our souls that needs to be filled either with good or God forbid with 
evil.  The choice is to embrace Jesus Christ or to drift away or even turn away from Him.  This is the choice each has before him: to 
live indifferently, superficially, or preferably, joyfully in the loving Savior.  Even not to decide is to decide.  Where do I stand when 
it comes to Jesus Christ?  Where do you stand?   We are fortunate if we have loved ones, who will lead us to Christ, who will kneel 
with us before the Lord at His altar, who will share His eternal love with us so that we may believe and hope and love all our days.  
After all is said and done, we must daily decide to personally accept Jesus or not.  He becomes our best friend or begins to be 
outside our door, gently knocking for us to open our hearts and souls to Him.  The Gospel proclaims: OPEN THE DOOR.  Kneel 
before Him and worship Him alone! 
 

My advice this time of year is always the same:  KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS.    
Advent time is a joyful time of preparation to receive our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with greater faith, hope, and most of all 
love.  Our upcoming celebration of the Immaculate Conception of the B.V.M. reminds us that Mary, our Mother and Mother of 
the Redeemer, reflects in the most perfect way how to accept Jesus in our lives.  She loves Jesus and she loves us so that we may 
live in the Jesus who loves us.  The faith is passed on by those who love us and love the Lord at the same time.  Give both gifts this 
Christmas.  
 

 In the Gospel today through St. John the Baptist, quoting Isaiah, we hear the perennial call:  “Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths.”   Conversion comes from the Latin “to turn.”  We must turn away from sin and turn toward the Lord.  St. 
Augustine records that in the worship of the earlier centuries of Christianity, it was announced at one point “to turn toward the 
Lord.”   At that point the entire congregation would turn toward the East, a symbol of the Risen Christ.   At this time of year we 
might think of the fact that we were reborn in Jesus Christ at Baptism and the entire Christian life is the call to live out our 
baptismal vows.  We must turn to Him again and again, listen to His voice, obey His commands, love in season and out of season 
all the days of our lives.   
 

Jesus is our gift from the Father.  With the gift of ourselves the gift of Jesus to others is always the best gift of all.  The best gift we 
give to our loved ones must come from within in Christ: happy, generous, tender, forgiving, appreciative, kind, affectionate, 
radiant, strong, magnanimous, happy and holy.  That is what they really want from us.  Let us offer a soul reborn in Jesus Christ 
full of faith, hope, and love.  This is the most precious gift given and received.  This is what matters most in the course of things.  
Make this Christmas the best ever. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Individual Confession Opportunities 

 

Wednesday, December 15th  7:00 pm  
Wednesday, December 22nd  7:00 pm  

 

Advent is a time of joyful conversion and renewal.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation/

Penance is the way the Lord gave us on the day of His Resurrection to make sure that 

all serious sins are forgiven in addition to our venial sins.  During the pandemic some 

have found it difficult to get to confession.  That is why this year we have scheduled 

two Penance services on Wednesday, December 15 and Wednesday, December 22nd 

at 7pm.  There will be four confessors present each night:  Fr. Mark Mazza, pastor,        

Fr. Rufino Gepiga, parochial vicar,  Fr. James McDonald, retired IHM pastor,  and        

Fr. Nicholas Case, a newly ordained priest for the archdiocese.   A good confession 

makes for the best Christmas gift of all to the Lord and to all those around us.    

Please have all gifts cards in to the 
Parish Office no later than  

December 13th. 
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MASS INTENTIONS:  
December 5th through December  11th 

Sunday, December 5   7:30AM   Jose Luis Cervero 
    9:30AM   Int. of the Celebrant 
  11:30AM   Gina Guintini 
    4:00 PM  For the People  
 

Monday, December 6   8:15AM   Paul E. Craib  
 

      Tuesday, December 7   8:15AM   Ascusion Bautista 
Immaculate Conception 
Vigil    6:00 PM  Int. of the Celebrant 
 

Wednesday, December 8  8:15AM   Denyse Boult 
Traditional Latin Mass 12:00PM  For the People  
Immaculate Conception  6:00PM    Int. of the Celebrant 
 

Thursday, December 9   8:15AM  Ryan Knauss             
Friday, December 10   8:15AM   William Francis McCune  
 

Saturday, December 11   8:15AM   Int. of the Celebrant   
    5:00PM  Lucille Cohn     

SECOND COLLECTION 

Weekend of  

         December 4th/5th—IHM School Fund 

December 11th/12th—Retirement Fund for Religious  

 

Next up  
on the Faith Formation calendar! 

 
Confirmation Year 1 & 2 will meet on Sunday,  
December 12th at 10:45 am in the Parish Center.  Bring 
your books!  A reminder with Health Check link will be 
sent before the session. 

 

For more information on Faith Formation,  
check the parish website:  www.ihmbelmont.org/faith  

or contact Robyn Lang at the Faith Formation Office  
rlang@ihmbelmont.org, 650-593-6157 x1022 

Celebrants  
 Weekend of December 11th/12th 

 
 

Saturday, December 11th    5:00pm   Fr. Mazza    
Sunday, December 12th       7:30am   Fr. Mazza 
                    9:30am   Fr. MacDonald 
                11:30am  Fr.  Gepiga  
Traditional Latin Mass        4:00pm  Fr. Mazza 

 

Immaculate Heart of Mary School 
Preschool – 8th Grade 

Commitment to Excellence  
            Dedication to Faith  

     If you are interested in enrolling in the 2021-22  
school year. Please contact Andrea Harville at 

 aharville@ihmschoolblemont.org    

FORGIVENESS 
God forgives like a mother who kisses the offense into  
everlasting forgiveness. 
            —Henry Ward Beecher  

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary – 
Tuesday, December 7th and Wednesday, December 8th, 2021 – Patroness of the United States 
 

On the eve of this Solemnity, exactly eighty years ago, the Empire of Japan bombed Pearl Harbor.  The next day, President 
Roosevelt announced that we were at war.  He spoke of “the day that will live in infamy.”   Thus began our participation in the sad 
events of World War II, which had already begun in Europe in 1939.  We would be at war until the defeat of Japan on August 15, 
1945.  A whole generation, and indirectly those after, would be formed by these tragic years of war.  One commentator rightly 
described this age group as “the greatest generation”, because of the many sacrifices they were asked to make before, during, and 
after the war.  Through it all we Catholics believed that Our Lady in her Immaculate Conception, patroness of the United States, 
intervened on our behalf to bring us victory over the powers of darkness. Many have remarked that for us the war began on the 
Feast of Mary’s Immaculate Conception and ended on the Feast of Mary’s Glorious Assumption.  From its earliest days, our bishops 
have placed our nation in the loving embrace of Immaculate Mary, Mother of God.  During these difficult times, let us renew our 
consecration to Jesus through Mary. The Immaculate Conception is always a holyday of obligation.  Masses will be celebrated on 
Tuesday, December 7th at 6pm and on Wednesday, December 8th at 8:15 am, noon (Latin), and 6pm.   
 

Tota pulchra es, Maria, et macula originalis non est in te.  Tu gloria Jerusalem, tu laetitia Israel, tu honorificentia populi nostri; You 
are all beautiful, Mary, and the original stain (of sin) is not in you.  You are the glory of Jerusalem, you are the joy of Israel, you give 
honor to our people. 

Do you know??? 
Mercy Center Burlingame has an ongoing  
ecumenical Christian support group for cancer 
survivors and those currently struggling with 
cancer. They currently meet via ZOOM every 3rd 
Wednesday of the month from 11:00am  to 12:00pm.  

For more information please go to: 
https://eventsframe.com/e/ny5cmPUzu/cancer-prayer-

support-group/                                                                                       
OR                                                                                                        

email fellow parishioner Vicki at varenard@gmail.com 

http://www.ihmbelmont.org/faith
mailto:rlang@ihmbelmont.org

