
 
 
 
 
 
 
          March 13-14, 2021 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

As you know, the financial effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have inflicted a 
disproportionate impact upon the working poor in our community. Likewise, the disastrous 
effects of February’s winter storm disproportionately harmed our brothers and sisters striving to 
leave poverty in the communities served by Catholic Charities Fort Worth. To date, Catholic 
Charities Fort Worth has effectively served more than 11,000 families impacted by COVID-19, 
and that number continues to climb. Throughout this yearlong crisis, Catholic Charities Fort 
Worth has been the number one agency for referral for those in need in the geographical area of 
the Diocese of Fort Worth.  

 
The recent winter storm and its effects confronted us with an “emergency within and 

emergency” as the clients of CCFW had already been reeling from the effects of the pandemic.  
To illustrate how truly dire the need is, it would take $4.2 million to serve existing clients alone, 
not counting those who reached out to CCFW for the first time since the storm. As always, 
CCFW remains committed to the long-term needs of our community in the battle to eradicate 
poverty. The urgent needs of our clients are our top priority right now. The main issues our 
clients are facing include housing issues and burst pipes (apartments mostly), spoiled foods 
and/or medications, utility needs, counseling and mental health issues, lost work hours and 
growing concern over upcoming bills like rent and utilities. 

 
This is an unprecedented time. As your bishop, I am asking that a special emergency 

second collection be taken in each of our parishes for Catholic Charities Fort Worth next 
weekend, March 20-21, 2021. All gifts make a difference as CCFW works to respond to the 
ongoing COVID-19 crisis and recent impacts of the winter storm disaster. I thank you on behalf 
of the clients of Catholic Charities Fort Worth. I remain, 
 
Sincerely Yours in Christ, 

 
 

Most Reverend Michael F. Olson, STD, MA 
Bishop of Fort Worth 

 
 

 
  


