
 

 March 12, 2023 
Third Sunday of Lent 

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. Ps. 95 

Welcome to the Parish Family of the Church of the Annunciation 
 50 West Midland Avenue, Paramus, New Jersey 07652 

PARISH CENTER: (201) 261-6322     WEBSITE: WWW.ANNUNCIATIONCHURCH.ORG 

 
Demetria Sardo & Eric Van Hoven 
Co-Directors of Music Ministry 

 
Chris Vaughn 

Supt. of Building Maintenance  
 

Robert Leichte 
Youth Minister 

Karen Mirro-Drew 
Principal, Visitation Academy 

 
Ronald Pepson & Mary Sherry 

Parish Trustees 
 

Robert Riccoboni 
Pastoral Council Chair 

 
Anthony Ray 

Finance Council Chair 

Fr. Leo J. Butler 
Pastor 
 
Fr. Donald Hummel 
Priest In Residence 
 
Fr. Stanley Gomes 
Weekend Assistant 
 
Rev. Mr. Bernard Hayes 
Deacon 
 
Rev. Mr. William Joyce 
Deacon 
 
Judy Fanelli 
Parish Admin. Asst. & Business Mgr. 
 
Lynn Ciccia 
Admin. Asst. Faith Formation 

Parish Mission Statement 
The Church of the Annunciation is a faithful community committed to 

sharing in the mission of Jesus Christ through the guidance of the Holy Spirit and  
the love of our Blessed Mother Mary.  All are welcome.  

  



CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION, PARAMUS 

Sat, March 11 
5:00 p.m.  Lola Pujol, req. her loving family 

Sun, March 12: Third Sunday of Lent          
8:00 a.m.    The Murtha Family 
10:30 a.m.  Our Faith Formation Families 
12:00 p.m.  Patricia Voorhees, req. the O’Grady family  
5:30 p.m.    Parish Family  

Mon, March 13: Lenten Weekday 
7:30 a.m.  James and Therese Kelly, req. Catherine  
                Alvarez        
12:00 p.m. Courtney Schraer 

Tues., March 14:   
7:30 a.m.  Danilo Cuilao, req. the Cuilao family 

Wed., March 15: Lenten Weekday 
7:30 a.m.  Special Intentions for the Brave People of  
                the Ukraine, req. Aida & Rich Aronson 
12:00 p.m. In honor of St. Joseph, req. the Windt  
                family 

Thurs., March 16: Lenten Weekday 
7:30 a.m.  Maria Cerneka, req. Nick & Mary Morin 

Fri., March 17: Lenten Weekday, St. Patrick 
7:30 a.m.   Domenica Tarabocchia, req. Mr. & Mrs.   
                 Alfonso Piccinich             
12:00 p.m. Deceased members of the Binder & Urcioli  
                 families, req. their children 

Sat., March 18: Lenten Weekday, St. Cyril of  
                Jerusalem 
8:00 a.m.  Nancy Carol Huffman  
5:00 p.m.  Parish Family 

Sun, March 19: Fourth Sunday of Lent          
8:00 a.m.    Deacon Joe Niland, req. the Parish Family  
                  of the Annunciation  
10:30 a.m.  Maryann Wyssenski, req. Terry DeBonis 
12:00 p.m.  Deceased members of the Favarro &  
                 Grippa families, req. their family  
5:30 p.m.    Fr. Anthony Di Stefano, Healing 

Collection of March 4-5 

Saturday 5:00 p.m.                               $1,571.00 

Sunday   8:00 a.m.                                  $865.00  

             10:30a.m                                $1,053.00 

             12 Noon                                    $892.00 

             5:30 p.m.                                  $434.00  

Candles                                                  $160.00 

Easter Flowers                                        $206.00 

Archdiocesan Assessment                         $   7.00 

Electronic Giving                                   $  140.00 

     

Seasonal Expenditures                         $632.00  

Total :                                                  $5,960.00 

  

Why  we have  Maintenance / 
Seasonal Collections?** 

The maintenance collection will assist the parish 

to pay for various projects that are needed. As 

the Winter months begin to take a grip upon us 

our utility bills have increased and we have to 

confront the cost for snow removal & salting. 

The seasonal collection assists us to pay 
our utility bills as well as snow removal. So 
needless to say, this is where your 
contributions will be restricted as we move 
forward. It should  be noted that these funds 
are not assessed by the Archdiocese as 
they are restricted (ear marked). 

2023 Mass Book Open  

The 2023 Mass book is now  open for Mass intentions for the 
remainder of 2023. As in the past, each family will be entitled 
to purchase a total of two weekend masses, either 
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. or any of the Sunday masses. If you 
already purchased one of those masses for the period of 
January 2023 to August 2023, please prayerfully consider 
your remaining weekend mass choice. We appreciate your 
cooperation. 

https://www.vanderplaat.com/obituaries/Nancy-Carol-Huffman?obId=27425793#/obituaryInfo


MARCH 12, 2023 

An open invitation is extended to all those among our parish family who are celebrating 5, 25 and 
50 years of Catholic marriage in 2023. As couples were unable to participate in this celebration in 
2020 and 2021, any couple who would have celebrated their Silver (25) or Gold (50) in those years 
are als o welcome to participate in the Golden Anniversary (50 Years): April 16, 2023 @ 3:00pm & 
Silver Anniversary (25 Years) and 5th Anniversary: May 7, 2023 @ 3:00pm
If you are celebrating one of the above Anniversaries and would like to be included in this 
celebration and receive an anniversary certificate, please contact the parish center no later than 
April 8 2023 so we may submit the information to the Archdiocese. Please include the couple
and last names, date of marriage, and address.

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Did you ever stop to consider how many times we find ourselves in 
situations where our conversations skim the surface of superficiality? 
After all, who wants to establish intimacy and depth with strangers? 
Sometimes it's best to keep things on the surface. Like cocktail party 
jargon. Have you ever noticed, especially on airplanes, how the person 
next to you will often start a conversation by asking, "What do you do?" 
Not, "What do you do for a living?" but just, "What do you do?" 
Sometimes I'm just tempted to say, "What do I do? Well, I get up in the 
morning, dress, eat breakfast, take my pills, go to work … blah, blah, 
blah …" But then, I think, "That isn't being very nice. After all, this 
person might be nervous about flying and conversation is like a 
tranquilizer that sets her or him at ease. Maybe I can be of help." As for 
myself, though, flying, for most of us, is a time of quiet reflection, 
reading, dozing. 

The beauty of Jesus is that he was willing to engage the Samaritan 
woman at a deep level. Authentic conversation presumes some shared 
experience, negative or positive. Here were two people living under all 

sorts of laws and rules. But they were both looking for water to quench their thirst. Their conversation begins 
at the basic level of human need: water. In some sense both are breaking the rules. The woman isn't 
supposed to be out in public at high noon, and Jesus is not supposed to be speaking to a woman. Besides, 
there are ancient religious and social hostilities between Jews and Samaritans. But Jesus needs help. 
When we ask someone for help, it is often the beginning of the breakdown of prejudices and preconceived 
notions based on narrowness of judgment. To say the least, this woman has not had a stellar past life. Jesus 
could easily have judged her. After all, it was a patriarchal society that continually put women down. Not so 
with Jesus. He accepted her. His compassion radiated the love of God.  

In 2023 when society and parochial institutions are fraught with conflict and tension over who does and does 
not belong, our gospel this weekend provides a great opportunity for each of us to “preach”, through our 
words and actions, acceptance of differences among people and invite them to a place in the pew. 
Hmmmmm….something of the very nature which evolved in the generation of the Jesus Revolution – and just 
perhaps we may be living through an experience of a sequel in our generation - so that when our preaching 
and our actions reflect that people, like the Samaritan woman, who have experienced a place of welcome in 
the pew may ran out to tell everyone about the man, Jesus, whom she had just met. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Fr. Leo 

 
Church of the Annunciation 

St. Joseph’s Day Spaghetti & Meatball Dinner 
& 

Community St. Joseph’s Day Table 
Saturday, March 18, 2022, 6pm-9pm 

Providence Hall 
Catered by Amici’s in Maywood 

    $18.00 Adults / $14.00 Children under 12 
Includes: Salad, Bread, Spaghetti & Meatballs, Water & Children’s Beverages 

   All Are Invited to bring their favorite pastry to the 
St. Joseph’s Table 

Tickets are available at the 
Parish Center or after Mass 

RSVP March 15, 2023 
Questions: 201-261-6322 



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
2023 Annual Appeal Update 

Wow...We Are Trending Ahead Of Last Year! Thank You!!! 
Just about a month ago we launched the 2023 Archdiocesan Annual Appeal. 
At that time I shared the importance that we, as a parish family, reach our 
base goal of $38,122.00 and please God, like last year we will as a Parish 
Family surpass our stretch goal $45,201.00 so that our parish can look 
forward to a rebate in 2024 which will be applied to the capital 
improvements. Last year we exceeded our stretch goal by $13,600 
(the average gift being $300.00 ) and received a rebate check for the 

first time in over 15 years in the amount as well as a 2% reduction in our assessment (an $8,000 
savings). Thank you Annunciation Family! 
This Monday, March 13, JAMAR, a local contractor, will begin installing new windows in the Parish Center. Along 
with parish fundraising, our rebate check, generous contributors and the 2% assessment reduction we will only 
have to draw upon our funds partially for this project. In the long run, the building will be sealed tight and your 
tithing will not be going out the windows and doors in the winter and summertime – ultimately saving the parish 
money. 
Praise God - as of this past weekend the parish family has pledged $24,756 and has received 
$20,456 towards the Annual Appeal from 82 contributors to the Appeal! Thank you all so very much 
for contributing towards the Appeal and setting the firm foundation for all of us to build upon!!! 
Like last year, there is a also the incentive that Cardinal Tobin is giving the parishes regarding the appeal - if we 
exceed the stretch goal in funds collected (not pledged) by June 30th, 2023 we will receive a 2% reduction in 
our parish assessment fiscal year 2024! Once again this could save us approximately $8,000 annually in our 
assessment payment to the Archdiocese. Here is  an additional incentive: Any funds collected in excess of our 
stretch goal will be returned to our parish to assist us with NEEDED capital improvements - such as: remedy 
the interior painting of the church; repairing the foundation of the pews; efficiently update the HVAC 
system for heating. 
I am, therefore, asking and appealing to each family of our parish family to join me in making a pledge 
so that in our collective effort we will not only reach our stretch goal but please God, exceed it by 
June 2023. 
Now what if we don’t hit our goal? I want to make this as clear as I can. If we do not meet 100% of 
the base goal in funds collected by June 30th, that is $38,122.00, our parish and every parish that 
fails to meet the base goal, will be have to make up for the shortfall as an expense with a payment 
due by September 30, 2023. In other words, if we do not meet at least 100% of our base goal, we 
are required to make up the difference. 
Now a little math: Suppose all 1,314 families contributed $50.00. We would have all contributed $65,700.00 
& we would see a rebate in the amount of $20,499.00 which would be restricted income and dedicated to capital 
improvement. Realistically, not all 1,314 families will be able to contribute. What if 657 families contributed 
$200.00...that would be $131,400 with an anticipated rebate of $86,199.00 - which would cover the cost 
to remedy the interior painting of the church.  
You see my friends, the more we, as members of the parish family, each understand our place in providing the 
resources for the church to conduct her life and ministry, the more we can reach both the pastoral as well as 
financial goals to assist in our own parish capital improvements noted above….and the more the 
responsibility is one that is truly shared, and not just laid upon a small number of families to bear. 
I appreciate all that you have done during in the course of this past year to support your parish and I am humbled 
to be your servant-leader. The overwhelming sense of pride that you, as a parish family possess is electric, which 
will empower us to proclaim, in word and deed, that “All Are Welcome” at Annunciation! Please do everything 
you can to support your parish by sending in your envelopes to the Parish Center or make online payments via our 
parish website if you are unable to attend Mass at this time. 
And please, as well, support the Appeal (HERE) as you are also supporting your Parish Family - we are in this 
together!!!  We are fortunate here in Northeastern New Jersey to be a part of such a large and diverse local 
church. Our love and concern, shown in so many ways, including sacrificial giving, is such a source of peace and 
meaning for us all. I thank you for giving this prayerful consideration, and encouraging family, friends, and 
neighbors as well. 
As always, I and the members of our Parish Finance Council will offer ongoing progress reports of our efforts and 
additional words of thanks and encouragement in the weeks and months to come. Peace and Blessings, Fr. Leo 

Attention all Annunciation Bakers 

Our Social Concerns Ministry will be having a Bake Sale on the weekend of March 
25/26. It would be a blessing  to many if you could bake some goodies for us and 
please bring your freshly baked items to  the Gathering Space in the Church on 
Saturday, March 25th between 2-4PM.  In return please know of our prayers for 

you as an expression of our gratitude for baking. 
(Mark if nuts or peanut butter in recipe)  

https://www.rcan.org/sharing


PARISH CENTER: (201) 261-6322     WEBSITE: WWW.ANNUNCIATIONCHURCH.ORG 
 Parish Center Directory 
  

Name         Title  E-mail                                           Ext. 
Fr. Leo J. Butler          Pastor                                                 frleoj523@aol.com                                Ext. 102 

Rev. Don Hummel       Priest in Residence                                dhummel@paramus-catholic.org            Ext. 108 

Bernard Hayes             Deacon                                               bernardh@annunciationchurch.org 

Bill Joyce            Deacon                                               williamj@annunciationchurch.org 

Demetria Sardo Co-Director, Music Ministry                    musicministry@annunciationchurch.org 

Eric Van Hoven           Co-Director, Music Ministry                    musicministry@annunciationchurch.org 

Lynn Ciccia             Admin. Assistant for Faith Form.    lynnc@annunciationchurch.org               Ext. 105 

Judy Fanelli             Parish Admin. Asst. & Business Mgr.       judyf@annunciationchurch.org         Ext. 100 

Bob Leichte                Youth Minister                                     paramusyouthministry@gmail.com 

Chris Vaughn             Supt. of Building Maintenance                cmv725@aol.com 

All are welcome to the Church 
of the Annunciation Prayer 

Group! 
Our prayer group meets on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 - 
8:30 p.m. in the parish center 
chapel. During this time, we are 

nourished with scripture and encouraged in our daily 
struggles with a reflection. Together we pray the Rosary and 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, invoke the angels and saints and 
adore Our Lord, while in the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Join us every Wednesday @ 7pm in the parish center chapel 
for Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,  Rosary, Divine 

Mercy Chaplet, and Benediction.    

 
Monthly Wedding 

Anniversary Blessings at  
Church of the 
Annunciation 

 

At each of the Masses on the last weekend of each month 
we would like to offer a prayer of blessing upon all 
couples celebrating a Wedding Anniversary. Please call 
the Parish Center to advise us of your name, how many 
years you will be celebrating and which Mass you will be 
attending with your family. 

Blessings for all March Wedding Anniversaries will take 
place on  March 25-26. 

To Everything  

there is a Season,   

and a Time   

for Every  Purpose   

Under Heaven.”   Eccl. 3:11 

“A Time To Be Healed” 
Michael K., Susan Felzner, Bonnie LoGiudice, Walter 
Wyssenski, Janet Mooney, Stephen Long, John Dudyshyn,  
Carol Reger,  Toni Miles, Linda Pierson, Rose Morehouse. 

“A Time to Mourn” 
Courtney Schraer & Nancy Carol Huffman 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. And let the 

perpetual light shine upon them. 
And may the souls of all the faithful departed, through the 

mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.  

Dear Parishioners, We would like to remind that if 
you or a loved one are hospitalized and would like a 
pastoral visit from Fr. Leo or one of our pastoral 
team members that you need to contact Fr. Leo   
directly by calling the Parish Center - or if it is a true 
pastoral emergency to follow the prompts on our 
phone system. Hospitals will no longer inform     
parishes / houses of worship directly due to HIPPA 
Laws.s 

Memorials 

 

The sanctuary lamps were donated this 
week in memory of Alice Celentano by 
her loving family. 
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PLUMBING & HEATING
Mark Gaugler • NJ Lic #11074

201-652-1383
Clean Water Filters

Fast Reliable Service
Member of the Parish

William G. Basralian - Manager
N.J. License No. 3173
201-261-0222

559 Kinderkamack Rd.
Oradell, NJ 07649

Auto • Home • Life • Business
www.BestInsuranceNJ.com

Patrick M. Best, CIC • Parishioner
800 Wyckoff  Ave., Suite 204, Wyckoff , NJ

201-848-7787

THE MECCA LAW FIRM
Joseph L. Mecca, Jr., Esq.

Daniel P. Mecca, JSC (ret.)
Over 60 Years Combined Experience

A FULL SERVICE LAW FIRM CONCENTRATING IN:
Real Estate, Land Use, Landlord/Tenant • Wills, Living Wills, POA’s
Estate Administration, Probate • Business Law, Corporations, LLC’s

Litigation, Mediation, Arbitration • Family Law, Adoptions, Name Change
87 S. FARVIEW AVE. • PARAMUS

jmeccalaw@yahoo.com • 201-843-1400

of PARAMUS

Distinctive Funeral and Cremation Service

Family Owned and Operated
South 113 Farview Avenue

Paramus, New Jersey 07652
201-843-3100

www.vanderplaat.com

Jennifer Aiello, Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 5216

Roofing • Siding • Windows
201-307-9272

Free Estimates • Fully Licensed & Insured
Family Owned & Operated Since 1914

Heating Oil - Air Conditioning
Premium Diesel Fuels

Complete Heating Install & Svc.
Fuel Tank Installations

(201) 343-4400
295 HUDSON ST., P.O. BOX 476
HACKENSACK, NJ 07601
contact@everreadyoil.com

www.everreadyoil.com 

Wouldn’t your business look GREAT in this spot?!
To advertise call 1.800.333.3166 ext.161

www.jppc.net

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 
This describes the power of... 

ve, supportive, refefefeffefefefferrals, relationshippppppps,, affordable, repeeeee etitious, versatile, last

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN! Call 1.800.333.3166!

Rocio "Rosie" Hernandez, ABR, SRES, CNE 
Realtor Associate
CB International President's Circle
Your Paramus Resident RealtorYour Paramus Resident Realtor

(201) 315-1883 Cell • RosieHernand@yahoo.com
(201) 493-2988 Offi  ce

www.RosieHernandez.org

44 Franklin Avenue, Ridgewood, NJ 07450

Art. Beauty. Provenance.
www.christiesrennj.com

ALLISON SEMINSKI
Realtor® Associate

M 201 421 9304 | O 201 476 0777
E aseminski@christiesrennj.com

313 Broadway Westwood, New Jersey 07675

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T YO U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er promotions, 

discounts and/or up-to-date contact 
information to the ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community can access 
realtime off ers from their favorite 
sponsors to save, share & support

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK
#WHAT SM YNAME
BEFORE YOU GET
IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

Mallory’s Army 
Foundation

            United Together In The 
             Fight Against Bullying...

              Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

B E  K I N D N E S S !
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY 
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

Your continued support has not gone unnoticed 
by your parish community and is SO appreciated!

to our 
bulletin sponsors! 

ROOFING
Callahan Builders provide roofi ng, general 

contracting & remodeling services to 
Ramsey, NJ and surrounding areas.

Lifetime Area Resident 24 Hr Emer. Svc.

Glen Rock Roofi ng 
Callahan Builders
201-873-4158

www.callahanconstructionnj.com

201-265-2658

Since
1987
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