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 ARCHDIOCESE PHASE II REOPENING PLAN IN EFFECT: SEE PAGE 2 
FOR DETAILS 

 

Welcome to our community!aa 
We are three united parishes 

with open doors inviting you to 
worship. Join us! 

¡Bienvenido a nuestra comunidad! 
Somos tres parroquias unidas con 
puertas abiertas invitando usted  

a adorar. ¡Acompáñenos! 
 

  



Welcome to Our Parish Family! 
Bienvenidos a Nuestra Familia Parroquial! 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Saint Augustine  
Catholic Church 

32 East Potomac Street 
Williamsport MD  21795 

301-223-7959  
www.cpswc.org 

 

 
 
 

Saint Joseph Catholic 
Church 

 

17630 Virginia Avenue 
Hagerstown, MD  21740 

301-797-9445  
www.cpswc.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saint James  
Catholic Church 

 
121 North Main Street 
Boonsboro MD  21713 

301-432-2887  
www.cpswc.org 

 

.  
 
 

 

We are no longer requiring advanced reservations for 
Mass. Upon arrival, please sign the Attendance Book. 

This helps us identify attendants in case there is a health 
reason to do so. We will still have capacity limits, so 

please arrive early for a seat. 
 

With our distancing guidelines, we must limit capacity.  
 

During Mass:  
Masks must be worn inside the building AND during all Masses. 

Please bring your mask and make sure you are wearing it 
properly. 

 

Liturgical music will be instrumental only at all masses,  
with no congregational singing.  

Communion will continue to be the host only, and deployment of 
liturgical ministers will follow Archdiocesan guidelines. 

Mass Schedule during Phase II-Public Masses 
 

St. Joseph Riggie Hall:  
 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.*, 10:15 a.m. 

Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.  130 maximum capacity 
 

St. James: 
Sunday 10:30 a.m.  80 maximum capacity 

 

Livestream Masses: 
Sat. 4:30 p.m., Weekdays 8:00 a.m. at 

www.facebook.com/mystjoseph 
 

Misas en español 
San José Riggie Hall: Capacidad máxima: 130 

Martes: 7:00 p.m. 
Sabado: 7:00 p.m.  Domingo: 2:15 p.m. 

 

Misas transmitidas en vivo:  
                  Sábado: 7:00 p.m.  Martes: 7:00 p.m.  
                     en www.facebook.com/mystjoseph  
      *St. Augustine is closed only temporarily during this time 

 
 
 

. 
 
 
 
 

                                             Eucharistic Adoration  
 

                             Tuesday 6:30 p.m.  
                                  Spanish Mass follows at 7:00 p.m. 

 

                                 Adoración Eucarística 
 

                                 Martes 6:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 
                                 Misa en español sigue inmediatamente  

                                a las 7:00 p.m. 
 

Confession Times: 
 

St. Joseph: Saturdays 3:30 p.m. Sunday 8:00 a.m. 
St. James: Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Tiempo de Confesión:  
San José: Sábado 6:00 p.m.  Domingo 1:00 p.m. 

Ya no temenos que hacer reservaciones para Misa. Por 
favor, sigue firmando el libro de asistencia antes de 

Misa. Esto nos ayuda a identificar a los asistentes en 
caso de que sea necesario. Todavía tendremos límites de 
capacidad, así que por favor llegue temprano para un 

asiento. 
Con nuestras pautas de distanciamiento, se limitará la capacidad.  

Durante la misa: 
Se deben usar máscaras dentro del edificio Y durante todas las 
misas. Por favor traiga su máscara y asegúrese de usarla 
correctamente. 

 

La música litúrgica será instrumental solo en todas las misas, sin 
canto congregacional. 

 

La comunión seguirá siendo el único anfitrión, y el despliegue de 
ministros litúrgicos seguirá las pautas arquidiocesanas. 

 

 

No matter the state of the world around us, we know that we 
are in God’s hands and our very breath is a gift from Him. 
We take care of each other, make sure we check on friends and 
family, and help others whenever we can…and we keep going! 
Through the Lord, our God, we know that we walk by faith 
and not by fear! 

 
 



 
   
 

               
 

    
     

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  	
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
                      
 

 
  
 
  

    
  

 

 From the Desk of Father John Jicha 
             
 
 
 
 

			
 

 

Dear	Parishioners,	

This	week’s	Gospel	continues	the	pattern	of	the	last	
several	weeks,	whereby	Jewish	religious	leaders	who	
are	trying	to	discredit	Jesus,	pose	a	series	of	questions	to	
him.		They	hope	Jesus'	answers	will	result	in	his	
arrest.			This	demonstrates	that	the	conflict	between	
Jesus	and	the	religious	leaders	is	growing	deeper,	
ultimately	leading	to	his	passion	and	death	on	the	cross.	

Last	week,	the	Pharisees	and	Herodians	asked	whether	
one	should	pay	taxes	to	the	Roman	government.	Then	
the	Sadducees	questioned	Jesus	about	the	
Resurrection.		Finally,	this	week,	a	Pharisee	asks	Jesus	
which	commandment	is	the	greatest.		His	answer	
continues	to	confound	those	who	would	criticize	him.		

In	Jesus'	day,	it	was	common	for	scholars	and	experts	on	
the	Law	to	discuss	at	length	which	was	the	greatest	
commandment.	This	type	of	discussion	was	of	great	
interest	to	the	people,	as	the	Jewish	community	tried	to	
demonstrate	their	faithfulness	to	God	by	living	
according	to	the	Law.		By	providing	his	eloquent	
response,	Jesus	proves	himself	to	be	well	up	to	the	task,	
to	the	consternation	of	his	critics.				

Jesus'	response	to	the	question	about	the	greatest	
commandment	is	that	all	the	commandments	are	
fulfilled	through	love	of	God	and	love	of	neighbor.	And,	
Jesus	continued,	that	one's	love	of	God	is	best	
demonstrated	in	one's	love	for	one's	neighbor.		This	
continues	to	be	one	of	the	central	themes	of	our	
faith.		We	pray	that	we	might	more	fully	embrace	our	
relationship	with	God,	by	showing	care	for	the	people	
around	us,	especially	those	we	find	difficult	to	love.			

In	the	Lord,		

	

 

 

 

	

	

 

 

	

 

	

 

Del Escritorio del Padre Angel Marrero 

		

	

	

	

	

Hoy	se	nos	invita	a	meditar	un	poco	en	¿Cuál	es	el	
mandamiento	principal?		

¿Señor,	que	es	lo	que	mandas	a	tus	siervos?	"Cargad,	nos	
dices,	con	mi	yugo".	¿Y	cómo	es	este	yugo	tuyo?	"Mi	
yugo,	añades,	es	llevadero	y	mi	carga,	ligera".	¿Quién,	no	
llevará	de	buena	gana,	un	yugo	que	no	oprime,	sino	que	
anima;	una	carga	que	no	pesa,	sino	que	reconforta?	Con	
razón	añades:	"y	encontraréis	vuestro	descanso"	(Mt	
11,29).	¿Y	cuál	es	este	yugo	tuyo,	que	no	fatiga	sino	que	
da	reposo?	Por	supuesto	aquel	mandamiento,	el	primero	
y	el	más	grande:	"Amarás	al	Señor	tu	Dios,	con	todo	tu	
corazón".	¿Qué	es	más	fácil,	más	agradable,	más	dulce	
que	amar	la	bondad,	la	belleza	y	el	amor,	todo	lo	cual	
eres	tú,	Señor	Dios	mío?		

¿Acaso	no	prometes	además,	un	premio	a	los	que	
guardan	tus	mandamientos,	"más	preciosos	que	el	oro	y	
más	dulce	que	la	miel	del	panal"?	(Sal.	18,11)	Pues,	claro	
que	sí,	y	un	premio	grandioso,	como	dice	tu	apóstol	
Santiago:	"El	Señor	preparó	la	corona	de	vida	para	
aquellos	que	lo	aman".	Y	así	dice	san	Pablo,	inspirándose	
en	el	profeta	Isaías:	"	Ni	el	ojo	vió,	ni	el	oído	oyó,	ni	el	
hombre	puede	pensar	lo	que	Dios	ha	preparado	para	los	
que	lo	aman	"	(1Co	2,9)		

En	verdad,	es	muy	grande	el	premio	que	proporciona	la	
observancia	de	tus	mandamientos.	Y	no	sólo	aquel	
mandamiento,	el	primero	y	el	más	grande	es	provechoso	
para	el	hombre	que	lo	cumple,	no	para	Dios	que	lo	
impone,	sino	que	también	los	demás	mandamientos	de	
Dios,	perfeccionan	al	que	los	cumple,	lo	embellecen,	lo	
instruyen,	lo	ilustran,	lo	hacen	en	definitiva	bueno	y	
feliz.	Por	esto,	si	juzgas	rectamente,	comprenderás	que	
has	sido	creado	para	la	gloria	de	Dios	y	para	tu	eterna	
salvación,	comprenderás	que	éste	es	tu	fin,	que	éste	es	el	
objetivo	de	tu	alma,	el	tesoro	de	tu	corazón.	Si	llegas	a	
este	fin,	serás	dichoso,	si	no	lo	alcanzas,	eres	un	
desdichado.	

	

	

	

	

  

  



    
 
 
 

 
     
                      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Ken	Altshuler,	Debra	Anthony,	George	Babeji,	Jr.,	Sharon	Baer,	
Matthew	Bales,	Dave	Banzoff,	Matilde	Barturen,	Edgar	Bernal,	
Kelly	Black,	Diane	Blair,	Charles	&	Vicki	Burry,	Tammie	
Burzynski,	Gordon	Bresette,	Theresa	Carr,	Clarence	&	
Genevieve	Casper,	Ted	Chapman,	Francis	Clopper,	Joe	
Coleman,	Joyce	Dula,	Arcenio	Escamilla	Cuadrado,	Pat	
Davidson,	Steve	Davis,	Andrea	Dean,	Joyce	Duckendorf,	Peg	
Dwyer,	Jennifer	Dyer,	Todd	Erkman,	Isidro	&	Maria	Escobar,		
Tisha	Gildee,	Russell	Gordon,	Poppy,	Nanny	&	Anne	
Grebenstein,	,	Douglas	Greigg,	Elizabeth	Hardesty,	Jim	Hart,	
Kevin	Heinrich,	George	Hull,	Mike	Jessup,	Mac	Ilbain,		Jack	
Kline,	Kenneth	Kline,	Marcel	Mahew,	Noel	Marrero,	Jackie	May,	
Debbie	&	Joel	McCandless,	Len	McCardell,Russ	Miller,	Marlene	
Monteith,	Keegan	Oursler,	Joann	Parrish,	Steve	Patterson,	Niko	
Picchierri,	Kendall	Poffenberger,	Diana	Ray,	Judy	Robbins,	
Imelda	Rodriguez,	Jeffrey	Roland,	Kirk	Rice,	Steven	Saraullo,	
Sally	Sayers,	Cody	Schaefer,	Mary	C.	Schmidt,		William	Schmidt,	
Harold	Semler,	Fr.	Mike	Sergi,	Walter	&	Florence	Shaw,	Susan	
Shelly,	Rudy	Alan	Simmons,	Olivia	Stegall,	Tony	Titow,	Bill	
Thomas,	Jake	Wachter,	Bill	Witmer	and	our	military	personnel.	
The	prayer	list	published	in	the	bulletin	each	week	is	to	notify	parishioners	of	those	in	
need	of	prayer.	We	focus	on	praying	for	the	sick,	those	who	have	died,	or	in	the	military	
Names	will	remain	on	the	list	for	one	month.	If	you	wish	to	add	or	delete	names,	please	
call	the	office,	or		email	Rosalinda	at	rosalinda.neelley@archbalt.org.			
For	Saint	James	Church	contact	Suzie	Lushbaugh,	240.420.3852.	

Esta	lista	es	para	orar	por	ellos	por	su	salud,	si	han	fallecido,	o	familia	militar.	
Si	gusta	agregar	un	nombre	en	la	lista,	hable	a	la	oficina	de	la	iglesia.	
	

	
 

	
 

SACRAMENTO DEL BAUTISMO 
Por favor llame a la oficina o hable con la Sr. Yesenia Solano, 
coordinadora de la ministria Hispana, para información de las clases de 
preparacíon bautismal. 
SACRAMENTO DEL MATRIMONIO  
Bodas tienen que ser previstas con Padre Angel Marrero 
FORMACIÓN DE FE 
Información para las clases para K-6th, EDGE, y Confirmación se 
anunciará dentro de unas semanas. 
CUIDADO PASTORAL DEL ENFERMO- En este momento la 
atención pastoral y la unción solo pueden ofrecerse a aquellos feligreses 
en peligro de muerte. 
 

Please Pray For:  Oremos Por: 

Readings for this week 
 

Monday:	Eph	4:32–5:8;	Ps	1:1-2,	3,	4	&	6;	Lk	13:10-17	
Tuesday:	Eph	5:21-33;	Ps	128:1-2,	3,	4-5;	Lk	13:18-
21	
Wednesday:	Eph	2:19-22;	Ps	19:2-3,	4-5;	Lk	6:12-16	
Thursday:	Eph	6:10-20;	Ps	144:1b,	2,	9-10;	Lk	13:31-
35	
Friday:	Phil	1:1-11;	Ps	111:1-2,	3-4,	5-6;	Lk	14:1-6	
Saturday:	Phil	1:18b-26;	Ps	42:2,	3,	5cdef;	Lk	14:1,	7-
11	
Sunday:	Rv	7:2-4,	9-14;	Ps	24:1bc-2,	3-4ab,	5-6;	1	Jn	
3:1-3;	Mt	5:1-12a	

	

 
 
 

                   Lecturas para esta semana 
 
	
Lunes:	Ef	4:32–5:8;	Sal	1:1-2,	3,	4	y	6;	Lc	13:10-17	
Martes:	Ef	5:21-33;	Sal	127:1-2,	3,	4-5;	Lc	13:18-21	
Miércoles:	Ef	2:19-22;	Sal	18:2-3,	4-5;	Lc	6:12-19	
Jueves:	Ef	6:10-20;	Sal	143:1,	2,	9-10;	Lc	13:31-35	
Viernes:	Flp	1:1-11;	Sal	110:1-2,	3-4,	5-6;	Lc	14:1-6	
Sábado:	Flp	1:18-26;	Sal	41:2,	3,	5bcd;	Lc	14:1,	7-11	
Domingo:	Apoc	7:2-4,	9-14;	Sal	23:1-2,	3-4ab,	5-6;	1	
Jn	3:1-3;	Mt	5:1-12	

	

 
	

 

	
	

	

	
	

 
 

	
	

	
	

	

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Baptismal preparation classes and baptisms must be scheduled with 
Sacraments Coordinator, Dawn Sirface. 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Weddings must be scheduled with our pastor or associate pastor. 
FAITH FORMATION 
Information coming for classes for K-6th, EDGE, and Confirmation. 
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK 
 At this time, pastoral care and anointing may be offered only to those 
parishioners in danger of death. 
 

            

Pastorate Events ~ Eventos Pastorales 

 

 

 

 
“The use of living flowers and plants serves as a reminder  
of the gift of life God has given to the human community.”  

Built of Living Stones, USCCB, 2000 
 

Oct. 24: Señor de Los Milagros, Lord of Miracles 
 

Please call the office if you would like to order Flowers for the Altar. 
Por favor llame a la oficina si gusta ordenar 

Flores para el Altar. 
 

 

 

 
 

Oct. 25: 8:30am- Maria Delgado, 10:15am- Joel Seabright, 
10:30am- Michelle Hegedus 

Oct. 30: 4:30- Stacey Kijowski 
 

* Names submitted as of press time. Please see the website calendar for 
any new intentions. Please call the office to schedule a Mass intention. 

Por favor llame a la oficina para reservar su intención de Misa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Corporators-Corporadores 
 
            Saint Joseph Church                                                               Saint James Church                                                St. Augustine Church 
Mary Hellane cheezdoodleh@aol.com                                  John Navarro kayaker1953@gmail.com                     Jane Coffman coffman farm.yahoo.com 
Greg Hannigan jghannigan@rcn.com                                   Donna Bockstanz bockstad@hotmail.com                  Mike Harsh mgharsh@hagerstowncc.edu 
 



 
  

St. James Renovation is Starting Soon!! 
 

Preparations are underway at St. James for the upcoming 
major renovation to the parish. Volunteers are helping to 

pack boxes after Sunday Masses. 
 

During the renovation, the church will still be having Mass 
every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. at a new temporary location. 
Please join them at: Bast-Stauffer Funeral Home Chapel, 

7606 Old National Pike, Boonsboro. 
 

The renovation project is slated to begin on Nov. 1st and last 
through May 2021. The last Mass at St. James will be held 

on October 25th. 
 

We are asking any and all volunteers to please stay after 
each 10:30 Mass this month to help us finish packing up the 

church. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calling All Pastorate Volunteers! 
It’s Our Week to HELP! at 

Cold Weather Shelter!! 
 

Every winter, our pastorate volunteers in many ways at the 
Reach Cold Weather Shelter in Hagerstown.  

 

Neil & Julie Becker have led this ministry for St. Joseph 
and now they are inviting the entire pastorate to join in and 
see what it’s all about! Here is information for you from the 

Beckers: 
 

The Pastorate Week is Sunday afternoon, Nov. 8th 
through Sunday, Nov. 15th breakfast service. 

 
Volunteers are still needed throughout the season, and we 
gladly accept volunteers and donations to successfully 
execute our week as coordinators. You may review and 
share the information about the volunteer opportunities via 
this website: https://reachofwc.org/volunteer/ 
 
We understand that some of our volunteers prefer to avoid 
public spaces and groups to reduce the chances of 
contracting the COVID-19 Virus. We will adjust our work 
accordingly to meet the needs of the Reach residents and to 
respect and honor the health and safety decisions made by 
our team of volunteers. If you have been one of our 
volunteers or part of a team of volunteers in the past and 
wish to step back this year, please let us know. We have 
two requests to go along with that decision. If you are 
comfortable extending our request for volunteers to a 
colleague, friend, neighbor, family member, or total 
stranger, please do so. One person you ask could result in 
one new volunteer this year. Our second request is for 
prayers as Reach is just a few weeks from opening under 
very challenging circumstances. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the Reach Cold 
Weather Shelter.  
 

Best wishes for good health as we battle the pandemic. 
 

Sincerely, 
Julie and Neil 
************************************************ 
Neil can be reached at neilbecker@hotmail.com and 240-
818-4314. 
Julie can be reached at jsb2171970@gmail.com and 240-
818-5192. 

 

 VOLUNTEER
PASTORATE

 

Bring Your Food Donations to Our temporary Home 
During the Renovation! 

 

St. James Parishioners can continue bringing their food 
donations to Mass every Sunday during the renovation! 
 
Thanks to the hard work by Denise Schwartz, there will be 
clearly-marked bins to place your donations. Denise will 
gather and deliver the food on a weekly basis.  
 
The collected food goes to replenish the South Washington 
County Food Bank. Please remember to check expiration 
dates because they cannot accept expired items. They are 
always in need and as we get closer to Thanksgiving, think 
of items that would serve as a special meal! 
 
On behalf of Denise and the Pastorate, we thank you for 
your continued generous outpouring of love and giving. 
 
For more info, see our “Around the Pastorate” page! 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Knights of Columbus Raffle  
TWO $500 GIFT CARDS  

K	of	C	1365	is	raffling		
TWO	$500	Martins	Gift	

Cards	on	Nov.	24th.	Tickets	
are	$5	each.	

Get	your	tickets	at	St.	Joseph	
by	contacting	Mr.	Fred	

Nugent	at	
frednugent@myactv.net	,	
John	Navarro,	Ray	Bielicki,	
Oscar	Smith	or	any	other	
Knight.	Tickets	are	also	
available	in	the	Church	

Office.	
Supports	all	K	of	C’s	worthy	

causes!!	

For the Williamsport Food Bank 
 

Food Donations for Sept. 20: 145 items! 
Para el Banco de Comida de Williamsport 
Donaciones de comidas, Donado 20 de sep:  
 145 artículos! 
The bank offers grocery items twice per month 
if you live in Williamsport OR have a form from 
our Pastorate. Forms are available at the office, 
please call 301-797-9445. 
OPEN: Mon & Thurs 9:30am-12:30pm 
28 N. Conococheague Street, Williamsport, MD. 
Please remember to check the expiration dates 
on products!! They must be current and not 
expired!! Thank you. 
 

La despensa ofrece artículos de supermercado 
dos veces por mes si vive en Williamsport o si 
tiene un formulario de nuestra pastorado. Los 
formularios están disponibles en la oficina.  Llame 
al 301-797-9445. 
ABIERTO: lunes y jueves de 9:30am a 12:30pm  
Por favor, recuerde comprobar las fechas de 
caducidad de los productos!! Deben ser actual y 
no expiradas!! Gracias. 
 

Ejército de Salvación, Hagerstown 
Aquí	puede	recoger	cajas	de	comida	y	también 
tener	una	comida	caliente.	
CAJAS	DE	COMIDA:	Lunes	a	Viernes	9:00	
a.m.-4:00	p.m.		525	George	Street,	Hagerstown,	
en	la	Oficina	Administrativa.	Las	comidas	a	la	
hora	se	sirven	de	lunes	a	viernes,	de	11	a.m.	a	1	
p.m.	Esto	se	encuentra	en	calle	Wise,	entre	
Franklin	y	George.	Llame	al	301-733-2440		
Un	refugio	también	está	disponible	para	los	
necesitados.	

 
 

Donate to the South County Food Pantry 
at St. James! 

	

A	sincere	thank	you	to	all	St.	James	parishioners	
for	your	continued	support	of	our	South	
Washington	County	Food	Bank.	We	collected	92	
items!	During	this	desperate	time,	many	more	
people	are	in	need	of	food	and	help.	Please		
contribute	any	of	the	listed	items	on	the	
distribution	list	located	near	the	drop-off	bins	
by	the	St.	James	exit	door.	God	bless!	
	

The	South	Washington	County	Food	bank	is	
open	and	the	original	guidelines	are	still	being	
followed.	Qualified	recipients	must	be	able	to	
prove	South	County	Residency	and	present	
some	other	form	of	current/	ongoing	assistance.	
Exceptions	may	be	made	on	a	person	to	person	
basis.	The	food	bank	is	open	the	1st	and	
3rd	Thursday	of	the	month	from	1:00-3:00	pm.		
The food bank is in need of the following-canned 
soup, canned veggies, canned fruit, spaghetti/pasta, 
spaghetti sauce tuna, crackers, Hamburger Helper, 
rice, Jell-O, peanut butter, jelly, and pancake mix.	

 

Please remember to check that items that are 
unopened, current and not expired and place 

them in the donation bin! 
 

Salvation Army Hagerstown 
Here you may pick up food boxes and also have a 
hot meal. 
FOOD BOXES: Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
525 George Street, Hagerstown, in the 
Administrative Office. 
Hot meals are served Mon-Fri, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
This is located on Wise Street, between Franklin 
and George Street. Call 301-733-2440 

A shelter is also available to those in need. 
 

 Every man 
shall give 

as he is able, 
according to 
the blessing of 
the Lord your 
God which He 
has given you. 

	

Deuteronomy	16:17	
 

 

 
 

  

Around the Pastorate ~ Alrededor del Pastorado 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 17630 Virginia AVE, 
Hagerstown, MD. 

 

Saturday Oct. 24, 3:30 p.m. until the lights go out!!! 
Sunday Oct. 25, 10:15 a.m. until we sell out!! 

All	proceeds	are	donated	to	St.	Joseph	Catholic	Church	
 

“Guisado” 
is a savory chicken cooked in a 
broth with vegetables, served 

with rice and tortillas. The 
quarter chicken will include thigh 

and drumstick. Don’t miss it! 



Perhaps at no time since the Civil War has our country been more angry and divided. Indeed, the political landscape is like a bloody battlefield where 
none of the combatants can hope to emerge unscathed. Caught in the crossfire of ideology and vitriol is the American voter, the average citizen. This 
includes conscientious Catholic voters who practice their faith, provide for their families and seek to create a more just and charitable society. 
Unfortunately, in the current, contentious atmosphere, many citizens are afraid even to voice their political views, lest they too become cannon 
fodder.  
 
While partisan wars rage, however, we, as individual citizens, are obligated to decide for whom we will vote. In reality, we are voting not merely for 
party platforms, or abstract policies, or ideologies, or for the candidates we like the best or dislike the least. Rather, our votes will have real-life 
consequences for many people. Thus, we should do our best to discern those consequences. This requires a mature and civil discussion of the issues 
at stake in any given election. It also requires us to cast our votes in a principled and informed manner.  
 
Fortunately, as Catholics, we can look to our faith for guidance. The first place we might look is the Beatitudes. Here Jesus offers us a self-portrait 
and, at the same time, a vision of the kingdom of heaven that he brought into the world. In God’s grace, we should strive to be more like Christ, who, 
out of love for us, was poor in spirit and who still mourns for those in need. We need to keep our eyes fixed on Christ, who was meek before his 
accusers and righteous in his longing for our holiness, the Christ whose love is single-hearted, the Christ who came to end our enmity with God and 
one another.   
 
These traits, which Jesus personified and which we can 
only approximate, do not constitute a voter’s guide, but 
they should prompt us to do everything possible to 
ameliorate our bitterly divisive political environment 
– or at the very least, not to contribute to the rancor. As 
citizens and believers, we ought to insist that both 
parties and all candidates tone down their rhetoric, 
and offer us not acrimony but well-informed and 
soundly reasoned presentations of issues. We 
should consistently challenge all public officials, 
on both sides of the aisle, to govern with the good of 
the country as their utmost priority, rather than 
partisan advantage.   
Civility, however, as important as it is, does not 
exempt us from making principled and informed 
choices. That is why in their document, “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,” the United States bishops urge us to consider the principles 
of Catholic social teaching in weighing our electoral choices. I would urge you to read that document in its entirety, but for the sake of convenience, 
let me offer here a thumbnail sketch of the four guiding principles of Catholic social teaching: human dignity, the common good, subsidiarity and 
solidarity. We will now briefly look at each of them to see how they might guide our electoral discernment.  
 
The principle of human dignity is the cornerstone of Catholic social teaching. It holds that every person has inviolable, God-given dignity and worth 
from the moment of conception until natural death. In 1977, former Vice President Hubert Humphrey summarized this principle: “The moral test of 
government is how that government treats those who are in the dawn of life, the children; those who are in the twilight of life, the elderly; and those 
who are in the shadows of life, the sick, the needy and the handicapped.”   
 
Let us ask ourselves, who are the most vulnerable members of our society? Who has no one to speak for them but us? How will the stated policies of 
each candidate play out in their regard? In casting our vote, we need to think first of those who do not have a fighting chance, those who have no 
voice, those who are utterly vulnerable and defenseless.  
 
Next is the principle of the common good. It asks the question, without forfeiting the human dignity of individuals, what is best for society as a 
whole? For example, what is necessary to ease the threat of war, to create fair and broad-based economic opportunity, and to protect the 
environment? What societal conditions will help the most people live a good life and provide opportunities on a just and equitable basis?   
 
Notice, however, that in totalitarian countries, the individual person is subjugated under the state. In such societies, the life and dignity of individuals 
is often sacrificed for what is portrayed as the common good. By contrast, in Catholic social teaching, human dignity does not take a back seat to the 
common good. Rather, by promoting the dignity of each person at every stage of life, we are helping to promote the common good of all. Similarly, 
when the life and dignity of any one group of people in society is undermined, the common good of all is undermined.  
 
Moreover, when we pursue the common good without preserving human dignity, we descend into self-interest, that is, we unfairly harm the good of 
others to advance ourselves. The common good is not a zero-sum game. Thus, in discerning our vote, we need to move beyond self-interest and 
reflect on the stated policies of the candidates in light of the common good of society as a whole, while preserving the human dignity of the most 
vulnerable.   
 
A third principle of Catholic social teaching is subsidiarity. This means that insofar as it is possible and appropriate, problems are to be addressed and 
initiatives for the good are to be undertaken at the most local level. In other words, human dignity and the common good advance when the diverse 
peoples of our society have an appropriate degree of autonomy and participate in decision-making.   (continued -next page) 
 
 

 



Archbishop Lori on the good of the country…… continued                           

Federal and state government, and other large institutions, must 
continually help those who are struggling and must seek to create 
equitable conditions for all. However, large institutions do not have all 
the answers or the necessary resources. Rather, families and community-
based groups must work together at the local level for human 
betterment.   
 
Families are foundational; it is where young people discover their 
dignity and are formed in virtue. The family is the primary place where 
young people are educated for healthy and productive lives. Churches 

play an important role in this, but churches must also have the freedom to follow their teachings in offering educational, healthcare and social 
services, not only to their members but also to the wider society.   
 
The principle of subsidiarity also prompts us to focus on the importance of the election of local officials who serve more directly our state, counties, 
cities and neighborhoods. In discerning our vote, we need to ponder which candidates are likely to respect the principle of subsidiarity, especially by 
fostering family life and the role of churches and community-based groups.   
 
Solidarity is the fourth pillar of Catholic social teaching. This is a recognition that those who differ from ourselves – by race, language or culture – 
are in fact our brothers and sisters. We are bound together by a common humanity and by equal dignity, as also by a common call to friendship with 
God.   
 
The principle of solidarity calls us to have a special love for the unborn as well as for those who are poor, vulnerable or oppressed, and those who are 
victims of racism, prejudice, brutality or deprivation of life’s necessities, both at home and abroad. This includes those who have arrived recently on 
our shores and who are trying to create a better life for themselves and their families. It also includes fellow Christians who are suffering severe 
persecution in parts of the Middle East and Africa.   
 
One of today’s challenges is maintaining legitimate diversity while maintaining a sense of our common humanity. Perhaps if we gave more attention 
to the principle of solidarity, we would find it possible to inject politics with more humanity, and place it more squarely at the service of the citizenry. 
Conversely, neglecting solidarity means risking that our country will continue to be pulled apart and fractured, perhaps beyond repair. We therefore 
need to take personal responsibility for promoting solidarity by respecting those with whom we might disagree. And, in discerning our vote, we need 
to ask which candidates and which policies would best foster authentic human solidarity, in our land and beyond our shores.  
 
Finally, I would urge you as fellow citizens and Catholics, to vote. Casting our votes is not only a privilege but also a solemn duty and responsibility. 
Many have fought and even shed their blood to defend this right. Let us ask the Holy Spirit to guide us but let us also remember that our civic duty 
does not end with voting. Rather, it begins anew the moment we have cast our vote.    
For Maryland congressional candidates’ responses to a survey by the Maryland Catholic Conference, visit mdcathcon.org/elections. 
                                                                                   Courtesy Catholic Review Media, Used with Permission 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

United	States	Conference	of	Catholic	Bishops	

Prayer	Before	an	Election	
 

Lord God, as the election approaches, 
we seek to better understand the issues and concerns 

that confront our city/state/country, 
and how the Gospel compels us to respond as faithful citizens in our community. 

We ask for eyes that are free from blindness 
so that we might see each other as brothers and sisters, 

one and equal in dignity especially those who are victims of abuse and violence, deceit and poverty. 
We ask for ears that will hear the cries of children unborn and those abandoned, 

Men and women oppressed because of race or creed, religion or gender. 
We ask for minds and hearts that are open to hearing the voice of leaders 

who will bring us closer to your Kingdom. 
We pray for discernment so that we may choose leaders 

who hear your Word, live your love, and keep in the ways of your truth 
as they follow in the steps of Jesus and his Apostles 
and guide us to your Kingdom of justice and peace. 
We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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MUCHAS MANOS, UNA VISIÓN

Many Hands One Vision

 

Helping Others through Second Collections and Outreach 
 

Next week’s Second Collection: All Saints- no second collection 
Outreach for the month of October: Poor of the Community 
Segunda colecta de la próxima semana: Dia de los Santos-no hay segunda 
colección 
Alcance comunitario para el mes de octubre: Los pobres de la comunidad 
  
 
 

STEWARDSHIP BLESSINGS COLLECTION 
COLECTA DE BENDICIÓN DE BIENES 

COMPARTIDOS 
10/5-10/11, 2020  

	

Saint	Augustine	Church	
8:30am 

 
              Attendance: 56 

Envelopes $1310 .00 
Loose $    16.00 
Online $  907.00 

TOTAL $2233.00 
 

Saint James Church 
10:30am              Attendance: 45 

Envelopes $ 760.00 
Loose $     6.10 
Online $  522.00 

TOTAL $1288.10 
 

Saint Joseph Church 
4:30pm, 10:15am              Attendance: 129 

Envelopes $1854.00 
Loose $  485.00 

 Online $1476.00 
TOTAL $3815.00 

 
Saint Joseph Church Spanish/ Iglesia San José-

Congregación Hispana 
7:00 pm, 2:15pm              Attendance: 139 

Envelopes             $   95.00 
Loose $ 409.00 
Online $    

TOTAL $ 504.00 
 

 

 

 

 


