
Focus for the first week of November 2022 at Saint Camillus: 

 
 

Highlight the stories and heroic witness of the first six Black Catholics from the 

U.S. under formal consideration by the Catholic Church for canonization 

 
Background information: 

 

Six Black Catholics from the United States are under formal consideration by the Catholic 

Church for canonization1.  As the light of Christ shines through each of them, that light can also 

shine through all Catholics as we emulate them.  Our prayer is that, as more is known about the 

lives and witness of these holy women and men, more hearts and minds will change on issues 

related to race.  May their stories of faith and virtue help us respond to our own calls to holiness, 

thereby bringing healing, reconciliation, and peace to our wounded Church and world. 

 

In Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love – A Pastoral Letter Against Racism, 

issued in November 2018, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops wrote: 

 

We instruct our priests, deacons, religious brothers and sisters, lay leaders, our parish staffs, 

and all the faithful to endeavor to be missionary disciples carrying forth the message of 

fraternal charity and human dignity.  We ask them to fight the evil of racism by educating 

themselves, reflecting on their personal thoughts and actions, listening to the experience of 

those who have been affected by racism, and by developing and supporting programs that 

help repair the damages caused by racial discrimination.  We need to continue to educate 

ourselves and our people about the great cultural diversity within our Church.  One way to 

do this is to support actively the cause for canonization of the first African American saint. 

[…]  We commit to preach with regularity homilies directed to the issue of racism and its 

impact on our homes, families, and neighborhoods, particularly on certain feast days and 

national holidays. 

 

More information about the six African American sainthood candidates is on the following page.  

Also note that a new documentary was just released on 20 October 2022: 

https://nbccongress.org/a-place-at-the-table-african-americans-on-the-path-to-sainthood/ 

 
1 A six-minute video with an explanation of "How Does the Catholic Church Declare Someone a Saint?": 

https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/how-does-the-catholic-church-declare-someone-a-saint 

https://nbccongress.org/a-place-at-the-table-african-americans-on-the-path-to-sainthood/
https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/how-does-the-catholic-church-declare-someone-a-saint


Venerable Pierre Toussaint 

Born enslaved in 1766 in present-day Haiti, Toussaint gained success as a hairdresser in NYC 

and used his resources to free slaves and to serve the poor. (https://archny.org/ministries-and-

offices/cultural-diversity-apostolate/black-ministry/venerable-pierre-toussaint/) 

 

Servant of God Mother Mary Lange  

Born around 1784, Lange was the founder of the Oblate Sisters of Providence (in Baltimore) and 

the first African American superior of any religious order. (https://www.motherlange.org/) 

 

Venerable Henriette Delille  

Born in 1812 in New Orleans, and legally unable to join a religious order because of her African 

heritage, Delille started the Sisters of the Holy Family, an order that still ministers to people 

today. (https://henriettedelille.com/canonization-process) 

 

Venerable Fr. Augustus Tolton  

Born a slave in 1854, Tolton traveled to Rome to become ordained.  He became the first 

ordained African American priest in the United States. (https://tolton.archchicago.org/the-cause) 

 

Servant of God Julia Greeley  

Born in Missouri between 1833 and 1848, Greeley was an enslaved woman who became free, 

converted to Catholicism, and consecrated her life to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

(https://juliagreeley.org/) 

 

Servant of God Sr. Thea Bowman  

Born in 1937 in Mississippi, Bowman converted to Catholicism as a child, became the only 

African American member of the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, and spent her life 

singing, teaching, and preaching to promote devotion to Christ.  Bowman challenged the church 

to accept her as is, “fully Black and fully Catholic.” (https://www.sistertheabowman.com/) 

 

 

Additional information can be found in the 2021 book, Black Catholics on the Road to 

Sainthood (Michael R. Heinlein, editor).  Following is a statement about the book, by Auxiliary 

Bishop Roy Campbell, who will preside at the 10:30 AM liturgy on Nov. 20 at St. Camillus: 

 

"It is my profound honor to add my voice in support of Black Catholics on the Road to 

Sainthood.  This book gives an insightful look at the Black Americans that are on the path to 

canonized sainthood in the Catholic Church.  The book introduces readers to six Black 

Americans who dealt in their lifetimes with the human denigration and suffering that is 

manifested by America’s original sin of racism.  Yet they not only persevered, but truly lived 

as Christian people, which so many Americans claim to be, but whose actions do not support 

that claim.  These Black Americans sought to show love, compassion, and forgiveness to all 

people, regardless of their race, ethnicity, or station in life.  All of the men and women you 

will meet in Black Catholics on the Road to Sainthood -- through their faith in God and by 

giving of themselves to God's people, their sisters and brothers -- did what Servant of God 

Sister Thea Bowman said: 'we must return love, no matter what.' These men and women 

show us the way forward." 

 

Most Reverend Roy E. Campbell, Jr.  

Auxiliary Bishop of Washington, President of the National Black Catholic Congress 
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