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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

We cannot understand everything about God, but we can understand in faith what has been revealed to us through 
The Word, Jesus who is God, the Son. The Three Divine Persons of the Holy Trinity: One God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit are a community of endless love. The Triune God created us in His own image and likeness. We were 
created to live in community, we are sociable beings. The fact that we are created in God’s image and likeness 
give us an identity. Recognizing this identity is so important because it gives us a sense of belonging, a purpose in 
life. John the Baptist knew exactly who he was and what was his mission. When he was asked who he was, he 
made clear who he was not and who he was, and what his mission was: “I am not the Christ… I am the voice of 
one crying out in the desert…I baptize with water.” God gave John the Baptist his identity and mission. Our iden-
tity and mission were given to us when we were conceived and as we grow in our relationship with God, both, our 
identity, and mission gets clearer. Our identity is that we are God’s children; as God’s children we must live up to 
those standards. Our mission is stated in the catechism, “to know, love and serve God”. Our identity and mission 
give us a sense of belonging which acknowledges our interdependence with others and mainly our total depend-
ance from God. Whenever we do not accept or we do not understand our identity, we get into conflict with us and 
with society. Nowadays, we hear a lot about gender ideology, which is confusing our young people and older peo-
ple as well. That is one of the main reasons we need to guide our young people and all of us to God who created 
us. That way, like John the Baptist, we will understand and live up to who we are and what our mission is. Only 
by doing that we can be people of Joy crying out “make straight the way of the Lord.” 
 
 

No podemos entender todo acerca de Dios, pero podemos entender con fe lo que nos ha sido revelado a través de 
la Palabra, Jesús que es Dios, el Hijo. Los Tres Divinos Personajes de la Santísima Trinidad: Un Dios, Padre, Hijo 
y Espíritu Santo son una comunidad de amor infinito. El Dios Trino nos creó a Su imagen y semejanza. Fuimos 
creados para vivir en comunidad, somos seres sociables. El hecho de que seamos creados a imagen y semejanza 
de Dios nos da una identidad. Reconocer esta identidad es muy importante porque nos da un sentido de pertenen-
cia, un propósito en la vida. Juan el Bautista sabía exactamente quién era y cuál era su misión. Cuando le pregun-
taron quién era, dejó claro quién no era y quién era, y cuál era su misión: "Yo no soy el Cristo... Soy la voz de 
quien clama en el desierto... Yo bautizo con agua". Dios le dio a Juan el Batista su identidad y misión. Nuestra 
identidad y misión nos fueron dadas cuando fuimos concebidos y a medida que crecemos en nuestra relación con 
Dios, tanto nuestra identidad como nuestra misión se vuelven más claras. Nuestra identidad es que somos hijos de 
Dios; como hijos de Dios, debemos vivir de acuerdo con esas normas. Nuestra misión está establecida en el cate-
cismo, "conocer, amar y servir a Dios". Nuestra identidad y misión nos dan un sentido de pertenencia que recono-
ce nuestra interdependencia con los demás y principalmente nuestra total dependencia en Dios. Cada vez que no 
aceptamos o no entendemos nuestra identidad, entramos en conflicto con nosotros mismos y con la sociedad. Hoy 
en día, escuchamos mucho sobre la ideología de género, lo que confunde a nuestros jóvenes y también a las per-
sonas mayores. Esa es una de las principales razones por las que necesitamos guiar a nuestros jóvenes y a todos 
nosotros hacia Dios que nos creó. De esa manera, como Juan el Bautista, entenderemos y estaremos a la altura de 
quiénes somos y cuál es nuestra misión. Solo así podremos ser personas de Gozo clamando "enderezad el camino 
del Señor". 
 

Fr. Miguel.  

 

STEWARDSHIP SCRIPTURAL REFLECTIONS 
 

“Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.  Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God for you in 
Christ Jesus.” - 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18 
 

This scripture reading sums up Stewardship.  “Rejoice always” means place your trust in God.   He will provide 
all that you need.  “Pray constantly” means prayer should be a running conversation with God throughout the 
whole day, every day.  “Give thanks in all circumstances” means even in bad situations, thank God.  Suffering a 
little bit helps build empathy for others in similar situations and shows our dependence on God. 
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 17, 2023 
 

DEC. 17: THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
    5:30 p.m. Jim Walsh 
    7:00 p.m. Jorge Valdiviezo Flores (1st Anniv.) 
 Ceprian a Nunez (45th Anniv.)  
 Special Intention for Angel Lliguicota & Elsa Garcia 
    9:00 a.m. Louise & Eugene Codey 
  10:30 a.m. Milagros Dionisio 
 12:00 p.m. For the Parish & Lidia Polita Zavala 
 

DEC. 18: MONDAY, LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY 
  9:00 a.m. Anselem Oraka  
  7:00 p.m. Silvina Morales & Ubaldo Torres 
  

DEC. 19: TUESDAY, LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY  
  9:00 a.m. David Gonthier 
  7:00 p.m. Cesar Rivera 
    

DEC. 20: WEDNESDAY, LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY  
  9:00 a.m.    Yves Fanfan  
  7:00 p.m.    Felipe Naranjo 
  

DEC. 21: THURSDAY, LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY 
  9:00 a.m. Special Intention for the Family of David 
 Gonthier 
  7:00 p.m. Felipe Naranjo 
 

DEC. 22 : FRIDAY, LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY 

  9:00 a.m. Maryanne Aument 
  7:00 p.m. Raul A. Molina (Heavenly Birthday) 
  

DEC. 23: SATURDAY, ADVENT WEEKDAY 
 9:00 a.m. For the Parish 
 5:30 p.m. Betty Ilg 
 7:00 p.m. Felipe Naranjo 
  

DEC. 24: FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT/THE 
NATIVITY OF THE LORD CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS 

  9:00 a.m.   Benjamin, Veronica & Edward Gruchacz 
10:30 a.m. Horsting & Baldassi Families  
12:00 p.m. For the Parish  
  5:30 p.m. Louise & Eugene Codey 
10:00 p.m. Mary & Michael Caputo 

 

PRAYER REQUEST CORNER 
 

For the recently deceased: Yves Fanfan, Juliet Rogan, 
Stephanie Darrow. 
 

For those who are ill: Kate & Theresa Bamford, Victor 
Cirello, Pauline Wahlers, Edward Lightner, Al Robinson, 
Alena & Todd Galante, Angelina Killane-Sims, Martha 
Strong, The Thompson Family, Charmaine Coleman, The 
Romano Family, Frances Kinsella, Llewellyn Ramos, Fran 
Steiner, Jason Illing, Christi Lynn & Scott Nichols, Tyler 
Whille, Rosemarie Arloro, Chastity White, Rita Lavery, 
Christy Harnish, Khadijah Harden, Trinity Causey, Pacita 
Ong, Giana Kingsland, Tina Galante, Melissa, Terrance 
Durant, Jack McDonald, Anthony Yodeci, Jacob & Jaxson 
Rivera, Patricia Russo, Betty & Vincent Battista, Robert 
Kren, Frank Capron, Catherine Trezza,  Natalie Thomas, 
Barbara Mirsky, Kathy Snell, Sr. Joan O’Connor, James 
Schoenig, Paula Ferraro, Lula Revuelta, James Davis Jr., 
Laura Spero, Michael Guerrieri, Valda Wright, The Loraw 
Family, John Gruchacz, Larry Donahue, Howard Casey, 
Brennan Family, Pope Francis, Marty Veniero, Maria Del 
Carmen Martinez Reynoso, Mindy Holley, Saul Zhunio, 
Elizabeth Martoe, Phyllis Racavich, Natalie Floth, James 
Williams, Betty Anderson, Fr. John Nazzaro, Terrence 
Witter, The Dela Cruz Family, Louis Mariano, Debbie 
Romano, Jennifer Beyor, Jean Barrateau. 

 

CANDLES 
 

ALTAR CANDLES will burn this week in memory of 
all deceased members of the parish. 
 

SANCTUARY CANDLES will burn this week as a 

Special Intention for the sick. 

 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 10, 2023 
 

• REGULAR COLLECTION...…………….$5,125.00 

• BUILDING FUND…………………………...$729.00 

• IMMACULATE CONCEPTION…………..$730.00 

• RETIRED RELIGIOUS…………………….$327.00 
 

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!! 

 

How dear is Our Lady of the Valley to your heart? 
Please consider remembering her in your Will. 

 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
 

        December 24th - Family Mass @ 5:30 pm 
            Midnight Bilingual Mass @ 10 pm 

       December 25th - English Mass @ 9 am 
            Bilingual Mass @ 12 pm 

           Spanish Mass @ 7 pm 
 
 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY MASS SCHEDULE 
 

January 1, 2024 - English Mass @ 9 am 
       Spanish Mass @ 7 pm 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. WEDNESDAYS - Confessions with Exposition 
 of  the Blessed Sacrament 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm. 
  

2. SOUP KITCHEN - the staff of the soup kitchen is in 
 need of the following food items: chicken and beef broth,
 coffee, sugar, powdered milk, pasta, rice & tomato sauce.   
 

3. COLLECTION ENVELOPES - stop in the back of 
 Church and pick up your assigned box of collection  
 envelopes.  Look very closely for the box with your 
 name. 
  

4. 2024 CALENDARS - are available in the back of 
 Church, please only take one per family. 



The People of God called to form  
 the Christian Community of  OUR LADY OF THE VALLEY 

510 Valley Street, Orange, New Jersey 07050 
 
 

Rectory: 973-674-7500           CCD Office: 862-930-6402 
Fax: 973-672-8341 

website: olvsalesianchurch.org 
email: olvgeneral@olvsalesianchurch.org  

 
 

Served By: 

 

Very Rev. Miguel A. Suarez, S.D.B., V.F., Pastor  
Rev. John Nazzaro, SDB, Director 

Mrs. Barbara Davis, Parish Secretary 
Rev. Joshua Sciullo, SDB, Youth Minister 

Ms. Alessia Santoro, Music Director 
Mr. Antonio Fernandez, Spanish Choir 

Ms. Irene Gruchacz, Sacristan 
Mrs. Cristina Pamaar, Soup Kitchen Coordinator  

 
 

Conducted By: 

 

The Salesians of St. John Bosco 
Lay Ministers and Catechists 
Parish Council and Trustees  

The Eucharist 
 

Saturday Evening  5:30 pm  
 (Spanish Mass) 7:00 pm  
 

Sunday                               9:00 am, and 10:30 am 
                                       (Spanish Mass) 12:00 pm 
 

Weekdays                             9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Holy Days  9:00 am and 7:00 pm  
 

Miraculous Medal Novena Devotions 
Saturday 9:30 am 
 

Christian Initiation 
Baptisms will be celebrated on the third Saturday of 
the month. Call the Rectory Office to arrange a 
meeting for more information.  Los bautizos son el 
tercer sabado del mes.  Llame a la oficina para 
mas informacion. 
 

Penance 
Saturday                                        4:30 - 5:15 pm 
Wednesday                                              7:30 pm 
By Appointment anytime at the Rectory. 

Marriage  
It is required that every couple contact the parish 
priests to make arrangements for the proper 
preparations. An appointment must be made ONE 
YEAR before the wedding.  
 

Religious Education Oratory Program 
Saturday              Classes: 9:30 am-12:00 pm 
 

Communion Calls 
The Priests and Eucharistic Ministers will bring 
Communion to any homebound parishioners. It is the 
responsibility of the family to contact the Rectory. 
 

Anointing the Sick 
The Sacrament of Anointing is available for those of 
advanced age or anyone who is seriously ill. Please 
contact the parish priests. 
 

Parish Policy 
Every Catholic family or individual living within the 
parish boundaries must be registered. All address 
changes must be reported to the Rectory. You must be 
registered for Baptism, Marriage and Religious 
Education. 


