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 These faceted-glass windows are representative of the revival of an ancient art. Consider-
ably thicker than stained-glass, these windows are far more brilliant in reflection and practically 
indestructible. 

 They were designed by Mr. Roy Calligan of the Hunt Studios in Pittsburgh, where they 
were made. The glass itself came from West Virginia. Total cost: $16,000. 

 The windows themselves depict the Church year in liturgical symbols. Beginning with 
Advent, the Church looks toward the coming of Christ. Then from Christmas to Easter, she con-
siders the life of Christ among us. There follows the Ascension of Christ, followed by the ap-
pearance of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost to bring Christ’s work to completion throughout time. 
Each event is important. Each has an effect on us in our search for Christian perfection. 

 To begin the tour of the windows, one enters the main door of the Church and turns left/
west. (Thus starting at the Tildenwood side of the church.) Together along this west wall are 
Windows Number 1 through 28 with 1 being nearest the parking lot and 28 being at the main 
entrance), representing he Church year from Advent through Lent. The altar itself represents 
the Holy Thursday sacrifice of the Last Supper. The Church year resumes in the windows at 
Easter in Window Number 29 which is the easternmost window (nearest the school parking lot) 
and continues on the east wall to the last window (Number 56) which is nearest the main en-
trance. 

 

WINDOW # 

1 In lower section is baptismal shell and water. This indicates the beginning of the 
Christian life in Baptism. It is Advent. Christ is coming. He will draw us to Himself 
through baptism. At the top, small plants indicate our spiritual growth is only begin-
ning. 

2-3 The large crescent moon symbolizes Mary. She is overshadowed by the Holy Spirit. 
The cross in the shadow is Christ, who is to come. 

4 Scales, indicating justice. A broken sword indicating mercy. The Redeemer is to be 
both just and merciful. 

5 The daisy indicates the full flowering of God’s promise to send a Redeemer for man. 

9 The central window of Christmas. At the top, the sunburst depicts the brilliant light 
of Christ’s wisdom. The crib is in the center. At the bottom, the lily and IHS (the first 
three letters of ‘Jesus” in Greek) indicate His holiness. The surrounding windows also 
recall Christ’s appearance as follows: 

6,7,8, 10 The crowns of the three kings; seven stars indicate the seven sacraments that are to be 
bonds between Christ and men 



11 At the top, the lamp and scroll also indicate Christ’s revelation of things ‘hidden since 
the beginning of time’. (Note the flow from this to the lamb in Window 13). 

13 Christ is the mature teacher: the Lamb of God resting on the book of seals containing 
His teachings. Our adherence to His teaching leads to union with Him, as expressed 
in the joining of hands in the flowering at the top. 

6-21 What are Christ’s teachings? They are expressed in these ‘Beatitude’ windows. 

16 The hour glass: the virtue of prudence we must practice. The scales: justice. Note the 
star is unfinished. We are not yet perfect in their practice. 

18 Note the red scourge in the ‘mourning’ window. When we mourn we scourge our-
selves, our own will, our own selfishness. 

17-21 Note the design of the ‘beatitude’ windows. The glass is arranged like flames. The be-
atitudes stir up and inflame our spiritual growth in Christ. 

21-24 The staff indicates Christ’s guidance and leadership of our spiritual growth. 

21-23 The three stars represent the Three Persons of God supervising, as it were, this spir-
itual growth. 

22 The small crosses here and elsewhere represent us growing in Christian commitment 
through penance. Purple color: Lent. 

24 The cross and star of David: the joining of Old and New Testament in Christ. 

27 Noah and the ark. Amid our Lenten penance we trust completely in God, as did No-
ah. 

27-28 The rainbow: God’s sign to Noah. His sign to us of approval of our Christian living. 

 

The ending of Lent is depicted not in windows but through the Altar (Holy Thursday’s Last 
Supper) and the crucifix (Good Friday). The Church year in windows resumes on the far east 
wall (nearest the school parking lot) with Window Number 29. 

 

30 The bursting pomegranate is an ancient symbol of the Resurrection: Christ bursting 
forth from the grave. Above it is half of a fleur-de-lis. This triple flower has long been 
used to symbolize the Trinity. It is incomplete to show that we must join our actions 
to the action of Christ to make our Christian life complete. 

32 The great gold cross of the Risen Christ. 

33-35 Note the flow of water and fire. Through the waters of baptism and the fire of the Ho-
ly Spirit, we are led higher in spiritual growth. Again the crosses represent us, larger 
in Christian maturity than before. 

36-41 Designed like flames. These are the Holy Spirit windows, indicating His tremendous 
presence at Pentecost. 

40 The XP is Christ (first three letters of ’Christ’ in Greek). 



40, 42 The shepherd’s staff now indicates that the work of leading Christ’s people is taken 
on by the Holy Spirit, guiding the Church. 

41 The chalice, but incomplete. The offering of ourselves to God is not yet perfect and 
complete. 

44 Three circles in a triangle: the Trinity. The Spirit leads us ever onward toward per-
fect union with the Triune God. 

48 The great Host and Chalice. (Note the flow of design from the Trinity in 44.) Christ 
in Heaven draws us all to Himself. 

46-52 The many fish represent us drawn to Christ. 

52 The fleur-de-lis complete. So now is our Christian life. 

53-56 The great Cross of final union with God. 

53 The plants that indicated our spiritual growth and were so small in Window 1 are 
now full grown and flowering in eternal union with God. 

 

 

The four windows behind the altar in the sanctuary are guardian angels and were placed in 
the church as part of the renovation of 1995. 


