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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Human beings are united in their suffering.  When we find 
ourselves in a painful moment, our first reaction is “why me?” as if 
we are the only person on earth who ever encountered this 
challenge.  Going through life with a “why me” attitude only finds 
us wallowing in the mire of self-pity and never seizing 
opportunities or graces.  We walk in solidarity with every human 
being in the experience of suffering.  Believing that the goal of life 
is the elimination or avoidance of suffering is simply an illusion 
that keeps us entrenched in a collective myth.  This myth distorts 
us and limits us. 
 

There are living witnesses among us showing how courage and 
determination can overcome any degree of hardship, pain, loss, or 
tragedy.  Folks finding the normalcy of their lives suddenly torn 
asunder are faced with options: opportunity or despair, stay or 
leave.  Jesus stands before us as the prime example of endurance 
and perseverance.  He is the One who showed humility through 
both the triumphs of life (by learning to be humble) and the 
tragedies and injustices (by learning how to be obedient).  To 
secular ears, this may be perceived as nonsense.  But to those with 
the eyes of faith, they are pearls of great price. 
 

True humility tempers the temptation we have to become 
complacent and prevents an excessive relishing of life’s successes 
and affirmations.  Learning obedience keeps us faithful to our 
relationship with God so that we can find the courage to endure 
any depth of hardship, disappointment, betrayal, or agony.  While 
we may want our cup of suffering to be taken away, it simply 
cannot be.  Somehow and somewhere in the seemingly opposing 
experiences life can deal us, God is present with His reassuring, 
compassionate, empowering, and persevering love.  To be true to 
who we are and who God is, we must take up the cross of 
suffering, even when it’s the hardest and most apparently senseless 
thing to do. 
 

Only our soul can understand these things, but our minds cannot, 
so they continue to run to secular ideas and solutions to pain and 
hardship.  It goes without saying that we need to do all we can to 
eliminate as much senseless, unjust suffering as possible.  Hunger, 
violence, abuse, exploitation, rejection, prejudice, homelessness, 
disrespect for life, and a whole host of other sins all result in 
suffering that is within our control.  Then, when we face the 
uncontrollable kind of suffering or find ourselves the victim of 
injustice, what do we do? 

HOLY WEEK 
As we enter into the holiest week for us as Christians, we will 
unite ourselves with others around the world – for the most part – 
from the safety of our own homes. However, we can open the 
church for people to make private visits.  We will do so on Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday from 9 
am to 5 pm.  If you get there and there are others, please observe 
the social distancing protocols and refrain from personal contact. 
 

PALM SUNDAY 
While we cannot do public Mass, Fr. Monroe will do a simple 
private Mass and bless this year’s palms. 
Anyone who would like to receive blessed palms can do so by 
coming to the parking lot from 10 am to 11 am or 12 pm to 1 
pm.  Remain in your car and roll down your window and he or 
Karen Barrows will bring them to you with gloved hands. 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Fr. Monroe will be available for drive up confessions on Monday 
from 10 am to 11 am and 4:00 pm to 5 pm and Wednesday from 
7:00 pm to 8 pm.  He will be seated at the Family Center entrance.  
Drive into the lot and drive up past him and turn around to park 
alongside him and roll down your window.  While only those who 
have committed serious sin are obligated to go to Confession, the 
Sacrament offers peace and an opportunity to review our lives and 
receive the gift of Divine Mercy in these trying times 
 

CHRISM MASS 
On Tuesday morning, April 7th at 10:30 am, Bishop Mc Manus 
will preside at Mass at St. Paul Cathedral (usually attended by 
parish representatives and students of our Catholic High School) to 
bless the holy oils to be used in all sacramental rites through the 
diocese for the next year.  It will be aired on Channel 193 and 
livestreamed at our website’s homepage. 
 

TRIDUUM & EASTER SUNDAY 
On the most scared days for us Catholic Christians, Bishop 
McManus will preside at the liturgies of each day from St. Paul 
Cathedral.  Holy Thursday’s Mass of the Lord Supper will be at 
7:30 pm -- Good Friday’s Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion will be at 
3:00 pm -- The Easter Vigil will be at 7:30 pm on Saturday.  Easter 
Sunday Mass will be at 10:00 am & will be rebroadcast at 6 pm. 
These liturgies can be viewed at Channel 193on Worcester cable 
and livestreamed form the Cathedral which you can access at our 
website - www.ourladyofangels.org on the homepage.  You can 
view them there at the appointed hours and they can also be 
viewed after the fact thru Vimeo. 
 

TRIDUUM & EASTER AT OLA 
We will have the church open from 9 am to 5 pm on Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday for 
those who would like to come to church and spend some private 
time in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament or make the Way of 
the Cross.  If you come on the holy days, you might like to open 
the Worship hymnal and read each day’s readings and meditate on 
them: 

Holy Thursday - # 1054 in the red Worship hymnal 
Good Friday - # 1057 in the red Worship hymnal 

Easter Vigil (Holy Saturday) - #1061 in the red Worship hymnal 
Easter Sunday - #1079 - in the red Worship hymnal 

 



PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION APRIL 5, 2020 
 

DAY OF PRAYER BY EACH PARISH 
Bishop McManus has asked every parish in the Diocese to choose 
a day during Holy Week and ask parishioners to commit to one 
hour of prayer on that day at home  for those suffering from 
COVD-19, those in the medical profession and first responders and 
all of society struggling to deal with isolation and emotional stress. 
I have chosen Holy Thursday as the day for OLA parishioners 
to participate.  Since we cannot gather together this year to 
celebrate this Mass that observes the Institution of the Holy 
Eucharist, I thought it would be appropriate to spend an hour in 
our own homes.  Enclosed is a letter from me and a page of 
suggested prayers to be used.  Bishop’s letter is posted on the 
homepage of our website with the suggested prayers and 
information about how to pray the rosary and Divine Mercy 
chaplet.  It can be found under the heading: Please read the 
following to participate on Holy Thursday – April 9, 20202. 
If you do not have computer access call the rectory and I will 
mail the letter and information to you. 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 
 Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-54   
Monday: Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14/Jn 12:1-11 
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15, 17 

Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34/Mt 26:14-25 
Holy Thursday: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 
 1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 
Good Friday: Is 52:13 - 53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 

Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1 -19:42 
Saturday - Easter Vigil: Gn 1:1 - 2:2/Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-
14, 24, 35/Gn 22:1-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11/Ex 14:15 -15:1/Ex 
15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18/Is 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13/Is 
55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6/Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 
 Mt 28:1-10 
Easter Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 

Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 
 

CONTRIBUTION REPORT 
Last weekend, we deposited the following donations: 
 -- Weekly Adult Offerings:  $3,916.00 

(from 42 envelopes mailed or dropped at rectory) 
 -- Fuel Envelope:   $     10.00 

-- Unrestricted Gift:   $2,000.00 
-- Easter Flower Envelopes:       350.00 
-- 120 Club Dues:   $1,775.00 
-- Maintenance Fund:   $   365.00 
-- Memorial Gifts:   $     25.00 
-- Catholic Relief Services Envelopes: $   345.00 

We also received the following online donations: 
 -- Weekly Adult Offerings:  $1,333.88 
 -- Unrestricted Gifts:   $   200.00 
 -- Maintenance Fund:   $     71.49 
 -- Charitable Ministries:   $   105.00 
 -- Debt Reduction:   $   116.86 
 -- 120 Club Dues:   $     50.00 
 -- Catholic Relief Collection:  $     20.00 

THE WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Sun., April 5 – Palm Sunday 
10 am  Palm distribution in parking lot 
12 noon  Palm distribution in parking lot 

Mon., April 6 – Monday of Holy Week 
10 -11 am Drive up Confessions 
4 - 5 pm  Drive up Confessions 

Tue., Aril 7 – Tuesday of Holy Week 
10:30 am Chrism Mass at the Cathedral - Cannel 193 

on Spectrum and livestream at link at our 
website  left column of homepage 

Wed., April 8 – Wednesday of Holy Week 
7-8 pm  Drive Up Confessions 

Thu., April 9 – Holy Thursday – Day of Prayer of OlA Parishioners 
Church open for private prayer – 9 am to 5 pm 
7:30 pm  Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper from Cathedral 

Cannel 193 on Spectrum and livestream at 
link at our website  left column of homepage 

Fri., April 10 – Good Friday 
Church open for private prayer – 9 am to 5 pm 
3:00 pm  Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion from Cathedral 

Cannel 193 on Spectrum and livestream at 
link at our website --eft column of homepage 

A Vimeo presentation of the Stations of the Cross is available at 
the Diocese of Worcester link at the top right of the homepage of 
our website: www.ourladyofangels.org – scroll down the right 
side of the Diocesan website homepage to find it. 
Sat., April 11 – Holy Saturday 
Church open for private prayer – 9am to 5 pm 
7:30 pm  Easter Vigil Mass from Cathedral 

Cannel 193 on Spectrum and livestream at 
link at our website  left column of homepage 

Sun., April 12 – Solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection 
Church open for private prayer 9 am to 5 pm 
10:00 am Easter Mass from Cathedral 

Cannel 193 on Spectrum and livestream at 
link at our website  left column of homepage 

6:00 pm  Easter Mass from Cathedral – rebroadcast 
  Channel 193 
 

120 CLUB 
The winner of last week’s drawing is Yvette Plante - #133. 
Next Sunday begins the last week of the current cycle.  The new 
club cycle begins April 19th and ends October 11th.  If you have not 
already done so, please use the form mailed to you to renew your 
membership.  We will do the end of cycle drawings next weekend 
and mail checks to all the winners. 
Instead of attempting to reschedule the April 4th end of cycle meal, 
we will have an extra special meal on October 18th at 11:30 am.. 
 

THANK YOU FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
On behalf of our Finance Committee, Fr. Monroe would like to 
thank so many of you who are making regular donations online on 
our website and those mailing them or bringing them to the 
rectory.  If you are food or medicine shopping, you can drop 
envelopes in the mail slot at the ramp door.  Simply open the outer 
door and you will see the mail slot on the inner door. 
We are well aware that some of you are probably furloughed from 
jobs at present and certainly expect no more than what people can 
afford to do.  Stay well and be safe!  I am praying for all of you! 
 


