
OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS WORCESTER, MA 
 

 
If I work for five hours, I expect to get paid for five hours. If I 
work for two, I expect to get paid for two. What if we worked for a 
company that paid everyone the same amount regardless of how 
long they worked? How would we feel going home with the same 
pay for working eight hours as my co-worker did for working only 
two hours? Secular wisdom would have a huge problem with this 
and a visit to the Labor Board would quickly pursue. But this is 
God’s wisdom and God’s ways. 
 

We sometimes think that if we pray more, better, or more fervently 
and go over and above with the practice of our faith, God will 
somehow reward us and present us with some kind of merit badge. 
We are so wrong. Spiritual practices have only one true purpose: to 
deepen our love for God. In deepening our love for God, we also 
increase our ability to see God’s presence around us, living life 
more purposefully and contemplatively. What if God chooses to 
treat someone who has come on the scene of faith later in life the 
same as someone who has devoted their whole lives to it? Does it 
really matter? If we have the merit badge notion of faith, we can 
find ourselves feeling a little arrogant and even jealous of folks 
who have not followed the same path that we have. We can even 
see ourselves as the privileged few who have a corner on the faith 
and fully possess it. 
 

That thinking doesn’t square with God. God is all about mercy in 
abundance and is ready to take anyone to himself regardless of 
when they come. He is only happy that they have come home and 
delights in their return. After all, if you really and truly love 
someone, does it matter what they will give you in return or what 
you receive as a benefit? If relationships were assessed based upon 
productivity, they would lack authentic love. We invest too much 
self interest in our prayer and neglect to see it as an opportunity to 
pursue our Lover and deepen the intimate bond we have with God. 
 

When we breathe our last, all that is of consequence is union with 
God. If my love for God is real, I am going to want to live the 
Gospel, abide by the commandments, practice my faith, forgive 
and love my neighbor, and care for the environment, regardless of 
how much time it takes or benefits me. We want God to think and 
behave as we do, and in doing so, we set ourselves up for 
disappointment. God has a totally different agenda and that’s okay. 
©LPi 
 

LITURGICAL MEMORIALS 
The bread and wine being used at all Masses this week has been 
donated in memory of Daniel Slevin by his family. 

REL. ED. & SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Due to COVID-19 protocols, we are unable to schedule regular 
weekly classes for Grades K-1 and 3-9.  However, we encourage 
parents to go to our website: www.ourladyofangels.org and click 
on the Religious Education link to access registration forms and 
calendar.  We invite parents to fill our the form and email, mail or 
drop it off at the rectory so that we will have the information we 
need to set up classes if things improve during the school year.  Do 
not make any payments at this time. 

Grades 2 & 10 – Sacramental Preparation 
We will begin classes for second graders next Saturday, September 
26 from 9 to 10 am in the Rieger Hall for First Penance 
preparation.  The remaining class days will be October 3, 10, 17, 
24 and November 7.  The Retreat will be held from 9 to 11:15 am 
on Saturday, November 14 with the First Penance Service at 11:30 
am in the church for the children to make their First Confession. 
Confirmation preparation will begin Saturday, September 26 from 
10 to 11 am in the Hall. 
We ask parents to complete the registration form and submit the 
annual fee as listed in the letter with the registration form. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS & REMEMBRANCES 
Sat.,  9/19 4:00 pm Peggy Socha, Birthday, by her sister, 
   by Mary Desautels 
 (Remembrance) Mary (1st Anniv.) & Patrick (31st Anniv.) 
   Murphy, by family 
 (Remembrance) Eileen & Jim Diggins, by family 
Sun., 9/20 8:00 am Charles & Charlotte Quinn, by family 
  10:30 am Lionel Bourcier, 32nd Anniv., by family 
 (Remembrance) Leo Riopel & family, by Robert Riopel 
 (Remembrance) Patrick Mastromatteo & family, 
   by Robert Riopel 
 (Remembrance) Oscar & Grace St. Thomas, by family 
 6:00 pm Ann Coleman, 11th Anniv., by family 
Mon., 9/21 9:00 am Clarence & Stella Wixted, by family 
Tue., 9/22 9:00 am Parishioners’ Intentions 
Wed., 9/23 9:00 am Parishioners’ Intentions 
Thu., 9/24 9:00 am Parishioners’ Intentions 
Fri., 9/25 9:00 am Parishioners’ Intentions 
Sat., 9/26 4:00 pm Tommy Desautels, by his mother 
 (Remembrance) John Carpenter, 2nd Anniv., by family 
 (Remembrance) Edward McTigue, by family 
Sun., 9/27 8:00 am Stephen Killoran, by Mary Lynn Ritchey 
  10:30 am Mary Ballantine, 8th Anniv., by family 
 (Remembrance) Richard Casey, Sr., Birthday, by family 
 6:00 pm Adolfo Ortiz, Jr., by family 
 (Remembrance) Lorenzo Beaudin, 11th Anniv.,  
   by Dora Beaudin & family 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a 

Mt 20:1-16a 
Monday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Mt 9:9-13 
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1,27,30,34.35,44/Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163/Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17bc/Lk 9:7-9 
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3-4/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday: Eccl 11:9 - 12:8/Ps 90:3-4,5-6,12-13,14,17/Lk 9:43b-45 
Next Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Phil 2:1-11 

Mt 21:28-32 
 



TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 
 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL APPEAL 
My dear friends in Christ, 
 

The history of Catholic education in our country has certainly 
changed over the years, but the mission has always been the same. 
 

In the mid 1800’s it was expected that a Catholic school would be 
part of every Catholic parish. Education was valued as a way to 
assist immigrant families in particular to overcome many of the 
obstacles they faced. Parish schools could meet the unique needs 
of their members, including overcoming language and culture 
barriers, while remaining true to the mission to teach the faith. It 
was up to every Catholic to support Catholic education so that 
every Catholic family could send their children to parochial 
schools. 
 

Catholics are no longer denied access to publicly funded schools, 
but their faith cannot enter into the dialogue in the classroom.  For 
some families, religious education programs teach the faith 
separate from the school curriculum. Catholic schools are a valued 
choice by many families who seek a solid educational foundation 
while exercising the ability to learn about and practice the Catholic 
faith as part of each school day. Many of these families must make 
great financial sacrifices to exercise that option for their child’s 
future. 
 

We cannot leave the financial burden of Catholic education on the 
shoulders of these families. Our schools struggle to meet even 20% 
of the demonstrated need for financial assistance. 
The challenges of the coronavirus pandemic are more than enough 
for families to cope with during this school year, and for many of 
our families it has meant making very difficult decisions. Just as 
our schools continued in their mission during the Spanish flu in the 
early 1900’s, we continue to offer the best education possible 
today during this pandemic. 
 

Many of us owe the success we enjoy in life today to the excellent 
education we received in a Catholic school, particularly at the 
elementary and secondary level.  Consider making a gift of a 
Catholic education to a child who wants to attend – or continue to 
attend – one of our parochial or diocesan schools. Your donation to 
this appeal, made in a spirit of gratitude, can help make that wish a 
reality for another child. 
 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of a donation to this 
year’s Catholic School Appeal on the weekend of September 27. 
May God keep you and your loved ones safe during these uneasy 
times. 
 

With every prayerful good wish, I remain 
 

   Sincerely yours in Christ, 

   Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 
   Bishop of Worcester 
Since we cannot take up a collection, there will be a smaller 
container for Catholic School Appeal envelopes and cash 
donations. 
 

PRESIDERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
Saturday, September 26 4:00 pm  Fr. Monroe 
Sunday,  September 27 8:00 am  Fr. Dougherty 
   10:30 am Fr. Monroe 
   6:00 pm  Fr. Monroe 
 
 

CONTRIBUTION REPORT 
Last weekend, we deposited the following donations: 
 -- Weekly Adult Offerings:  $4,263.00 

($333.00 in loose offerings and $3,930.00 in 98 envelopes) 
 -- Liturgical Memorial:   $     25.00 

-- Charitable Ministries:   $     25.00 
-- Funeral Offerings:   $   300.00 
-- Holy Day:    $     10.00 
-- Maintenance Fund:   $   360.00 
-- Holy Land:    $   213.00 
-- Memorial Gift:   $     25.00 
-- Rel Ed. Fees:    $   300.00 

We also received the following online donations: 
 -- Weekly Adult Offerings:  $1,279.58 
 -- Maintenance Fund:   $   234.11 
 -- Debt Reduction Donations:  $   117.00 
 -- Fuel Donation:   $     19.13 
 -- Holy Land Donation:   $     25.00 
 -- Catholic School Appeal:  $     25.00 
Thank you to all who contributed.  We are grateful for the 
increased number of households who are using our online giving 
link to make direct transfer of funds to the parish checking 
account.  The link can be found at the top of the homepage of our 
website: www.ourladyofangels.org.  If you have bot already set up 
a profile, you will be guided through the process of doing so and 
once you do you can set up one time, weekly or monthly donations 
For all parish collections and diocesan and national ones as well. 
 

BAPTISM 
Rosemarie Spadoni was baptized last Sunday.  We congratulate 
her parents and pray that they and her godparents will help 
Rosemarie grow to understand what was done for her and show her 
how to practice her faith. 
 

REST IN PEACE 
Pray for the repose of the souls of Doris Monroe and all our 
deceased relatives, friends and benefactors. 
 

THE WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Sun., September 20 – 24th Ordinal Sunday 
8:00 am  Lord’s Day Mass 
10:30 am Lord’s Day Mass 
6:00 pm  Lord’s Day Mass 
Mon., September 21 – St. Matthew 
9:00 am  Daily Mass 
Tue., September 22 – Tuesday of the 25th Ordinal Week 
9:00 am  Daily Mass 
Wed., September 23 – St. Pio of Pietrelcina 
9:00 am  Daily Mass 
Thu., September 24 – Thursday of the 25th Ordinal Week 
9:00 am  Daily Mass 
Fri., September 25 – Sts. Cosmas and Damian 
9:00 am  Daily Mass 
Sat., September 26 – Saturday of the 25th Ordinal Week 
9:00 am  First Communion Class 1 
10:00 am Confirmation Class 1 
4:00 pm  Vigil Mass 
 

120 CLUB 
The winner of last week’s drawing is Bob Barbon - #141. 
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