
Summer Reading Activities
Rising 8th Grade 2022

All Middle School students are required to read one fiction, and one nonfiction book.
Students will be tested on the books upon their return to school. Please choose from the
selected titles provided below:

Nonfiction:

The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch

“We cannot change the cards we are dealt, just how we play the hand.” – Randy Pausch

“A lot of professors give talks titled “The Last Lecture”. Professors are asked to consider their
demise and to ruminate on what matters most to them. And while they speak, audiences can’t
help but mull the same questions: What wisdom would we impart to the world if we knew it was
our last chance? If we had to vanish tomorrow, what would we want as our legacy?”

Secrets of a Civil War Submarine: Solving the Mysteries of the H. L  Hunley by
Sally M. Walker

“In 1864, the H. L. Hunly was the first submarine ever to sink a ship in battle, but
something went wrong. The Hunley and her crew never returned  from the battle. Then in
1995 this ship history once again, when it was discovered on the ocean floor. Discover
how archaeologists pieced together  the fascinating story of the ship and her crew.”

Fiction:

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

“The novel is narrated from the perspective of  fourteen-year-old Ponyboy, a ‘greaser’
who could easily be judged a hooligan because of his  clothes and hair, but who in fact
gets good  grades at school and loves books and films”  (The Guardian.com).What could
happen to such  a paradoxical young man?

Perelandra by C.S. Lewis

“The second novel in Lewis’ science fiction trilogy, tells of Dr. Ransom’s voyage to the
paradise planet of Perelandra, or Venus, which  turns out to be a beautiful Eden-like world. He is
horrified to find that his old enemy, Dr. Weston,  has also arrived and is putting him in grave
peril  once more” (Amazon.com). What will happen to  Dr. Ransom in Perelandra?


