
All Saints Parish  

Pastoral Council Meeting 

April 22, 2021 7:00 pm  

Meeting Minutes  

 

In attendance: Christine Eisenhut (Chair), Christine Hass (Vice Chair), John Callister, Matthew Connolly, 

Julie Eisenhut, John Phillips, Chandler Benson, Julie Berens, Randy McDonald; not present: Erin Socha, 

Matthew Montague 

 

1. Opening Prayer: led by chair Christine Eisenhut.  Julie Eisenhut read Scripture: Luke 24: 35-48.   

a. Faith Sharing questions: 

i. Sometimes spirituality appears awfully ethereal.  What gives a believer’s faith flesh 

and bones? 

ii. In what ways does our faith community make the body of Christ real and touchable? 

iii. In what ways does our community need to grow in vitality? 

 

2. Approval of Minutes, Revision of Agenda, Disclosure of Conflict of Interest:  

a. Minutes from 18Mar2021 meeting: approved with no corrections 

b. Agenda revision: no revisions 

c. Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest: no conflicts to disclose re: agenda items 

 

3. Committee & Member Reports: 

a. B&G – Meeting held on 11April.  Josh Lapenna will be a great resource regarding HVAC 

planning and maintenance.  We reviewed paving options and are now working on 

scheduling Alex Cole for the upper lot, the driveway around north side of church, and the 

apron area off of Myers Road.  Insurance paperwork is in process.  How we handle the large 

lot is still an open item.  Spring cleaning of parish center is planned for Friday 23Apr and 

Saturday 24Apr, considering some increased usage in the coming weeks (Bob Zavaski funeral 

and 1st Communion).  A highway cleanup crew is also lined up for a work session Saturday.  

Basement clean up is progressing, with disposition of the blue chairs next on the list.  They 

will either be donated or otherwise handled.  Baptismal font sealing attempt planned for 

Saturday.  The old mower and weed eater have found a new home, and Chris is planning on 

some shed maintenance.  Fire inspection indicated two emergency lights need repair or 

replacement. 

b. Liturgy – most of liturgical ministers will hopefully be re-instituted by Pentecost.  Re-training 

will be offered if needed. 

c. Faith formation – next packet of GIFT information will be delivered this week.  Continuing to 

offer in-person meetings, although most families have not opted for this arrangement.  

Celebration of confirmation will take place in Auburn Saturday 24Apr.  Celebration of 1st 

Communion is the weekend of 15-16May. 

 

 

 



4. Pastors Report 

a. More people starting to attend church, but Father is concerned that some people will still be 

hesitant to come.  Finance office re-organization has been completed.  Lansing is a satellite 

office to the main office in Auburn.  Twelve parishes total in the mix, with four people 

managing the workload.  This new structure represents a substantial cost savings to NET 

Catholic - a $40,000 reduction per year, spread over the 3 parishes.  Expense for All Saints 

will now be $9,000 annually.  Easter masses were successful in Father’s eyes, with Holy 

Week attendance higher than other years.  Potential for several new families to join the 

parishes hopefully. 

 

5. Old Business 

a. Possible outdoor mass for Pentecost (23May).  Will require some effort to set up the venue 

(tent, chairs, sound system etc) before the mass.  Father is in agreement to give it a try.  

B&G will be needed to set up the tent, etc.  Matt Montague has agreed to provide a sound 

system.  We will request that parishioners bring their own chairs, with extra on hand as 

needed.  B&G needs to make a recommendation on the location, giving consideration that 

outdoor masses could continue depending on success. 

b. Zavaski funeral service will be held on 30Apr, including use of the parish center (they are 

catering the food).  The following Sunday will be our first coffee hour.  Simple food offerings, 

open windows, paper products. 

c. Still working on ways to bring families back to All Saints.  Pictures of past events on the 

website, perhaps an anniversary celebration (ie. 130 years since the first salt well was 

drilled, and 110 years since the first church was blessed), etc.  Julie Eisenhut and Christine 

Hass volunteered to work on this project. 

d. Christine Hass also proposed looking into a ‘partnership’ between local event centers (Dutch 

Harvest) and our parish for weddings and receptions. 

 

6. Planning: 

a. Ministries Reboot:  Many services and missions that we could build upon.  Some discussion 

re: Sewing Saints in terms of numbers of people that would make it worthwhile, while also 

considering CDC guidelines for gatherings.  Some work in process regarding plans for driving 

migrant workers to appointments.  Visiting nursing homes for ‘regular’ visits is still not 

allowed.  How could we expand upon our hospitality mission…perhaps a cook-out or dinner?  

“A pandemic version of the festival”.  A movie night?  Pancake breakfast?  The main focus 

should be community, and not treating it as a fund raiser.  Some discussion about how 

families with younger, un-vaccinated kids may feel about these kinds of activities, and how 

to structure the event.  Agreed to review coffee hour success and re-assess. 

b. By-laws Review:  Discussion regarding differences between by-laws and guidelines.  

Identified a need for parish level by-laws, probably best authored by a sub-committee, 

which John Phillips has offered to Chair, with Matt Connolly assisting.  Aziza Benson will be 

approached to help as well.  Christine Eisenhut and Father are available as resources.  Target 

to have a proposal for our next meeting. 

c. Pastoral Council Terms and Elections:  This Parish Council started in 2017.  The standard 

term is 3 years, with 2 consecutive terms possible.  Then after a 1-year break, the cycle can 



repeat.  The council agreed to identify 3 new members over the next 6 months, to allow 

some current members the option to step down sometime before the 6-year mandatory 

completion of service if desired.  This helps maintain some consistency within Council.  

Proposal to place announcement in the bulletin in the hopes of garnering interest.   

 

7. Closing Prayer led by Chair 

 

Next Meetings are Thursday 27May, and 10Jun 


