
 

April 3, 2020 
 
Dear Parents of 1st Communion Candidates,  
 
I hope everyone is well, staying active, and keeping your prayer life active. With the situation changing 
on an almost daily basis, it is challenging to keep up with the directives from federal, state, and local 
authorities. In developing parish directives and recommendations, we carefully study these government 
directives and the recommendations of our health officials, along with directives from the Holy See and 
the Diocese of Fort Wayne – South Bend. As we are all aware, at this time all activities are suspended, 
including 1st Communion and those being received into full communion and confirmed (which normally 
happens at the Easter Vigil). 
  
Many questions have come up these last few weeks as to when will 1st Communion be and what about 
the elect. Of course, I cannot give a definitive answer to the date until we know when public Masses will 
resume. Once we hear from the diocese and Bishop Rhoades. I, therefore, have the responsibility to pick 
a date for our parish to celebrate the sacraments of initiation and 1st Communion during a Mass after 
public Masses resume. Our schedules will be reevaluated, and a date will be determined to celebrate 
with joy these great sacraments and encounters with the Lord.  We will communicate with you the best 
we can. It is my hope that we can still have 1st Communion in May, but with the uncertainty of our 
current situation, I cannot give you a definite answer at this time and to do so would not be prudent. 
 
Let us continue to pray that all of us stay healthy. Please know of my prayers and love. May the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of God and of the Church, Health of the Sick and Help of Christians, our Advocate, 
help suffering humanity, saving us from the evil of this pandemic and obtaining for us every good 
necessary for our salvation and sanctification.  
 
Sincerely yours in the Lord, 

 
Fr. Bob Garrow 
Pastor 


