
October 31, 2022

Dear 8th Grade Parents and Guardians,

The Saint Anthony de Padua science and engineering fair will be held on Thursday,

February 2nd for all 8th grade students.  This mandatory project provides each student

with an opportunity to explore a topic of interest to him or her!   Science and

engineering fairs invite students to develop problem solving skills, research skills,

scientific literacy, and an understanding of the scientific method and engineering design

processes.  Students also learn how to manage deadlines, and break a larger project up

into smaller, more manageable chunks.

Your student will either choose a scientific question he or she would like to answer

(science project), or a real-world problem he or she would like to solve by designing a

product (engineering project).  Next, students will research their topics to gain the

background knowledge that will help them to make hypotheses and design an

experimental procedure or prototype.  Students will write a background research report

to summarize their background research.  Then, students will perform their

experiments, or build prototypes if choosing an engineering topic.  Results will be

communicated to teachers, classmates, judges, and viewers through a lab report, a

poster, and a short presentation.  More details will be provided as we reach each stage of

the project.

Your students will be provided with guidance and support at school.  We will have class

time devoted to each stage of the project, and complete a good portion of the writing in

class.   Each component of the project will be taught in more detail and examples will be

provided.  Your child will have work to do outside of class time, and most projects are

actually conducted outside of school as each project is unique.  The project will be

broken down into smaller chunks, which will have set deadlines.

To begin, please look through these resources  and have a discussion with your student.

1. Student Science Project Schedule (pdf file)

2. Parent’s Guide to Science Projects

3. Comparing the Engineering Design Process and Scientific Method

4. Science Project Proposal Form (parent signature required)

5. Engineering Project Proposal Form (parent signature required)

https://www.sciencebuddies.org/parent-resources/how-to-help-your-student
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/engineering-design-process/engineering-design-compare-scientific-method
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/science-fair/science-fair-project-question#proposalform
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/engineering-design-process/engineering-design-problem-statement#proposalform


You will have to approve your student’s project topic by signing either the Science or

Engineering Project Proposal Form. (Item 4 or 5 above.)  Before approving the topic,

please consider the time and materials the project would require. Science fair projects

do not have to be costly. Many can be completed with household materials.  The project

should also be one your student can do independently for the most part.  (See Parent’s

Guide to Science Projects for ways to support your student without being

over-involved.)  You should not have any safety concerns regarding the project.  The

Science Buddies website (sciencebuddies.org) has many project ideas and includes

information about grade level, time requirements, safety issues, and cost of materials.

Finally, please note that there may need to be some logistical changes made, in

particular in regards to Covid safety as the Science and Engineering Fair approaches.

There are some details that are unknown at this time, but all will be communicated to

students and parents as I am able.

The regional fair for students who qualify is set to take place virtually on March 4th,

2023.  The state fair is set to take place on April 2nd, 2023 for students who qualify for

the next level at the regional fair.

If you and/or your child have any questions as we proceed through science fair projects,

please feel free to contact me!  My email is ndainty@stasb.org. Your students can also

send me a message through a science fair post in Google Classroom.

Sincerely,

Nicole Dainty

St. Anthony de Padua

Junior High Science Teacher

mailto:ndainty@stasb.org

