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The eighth grade Religion curriculum is composed of many parts.   

We begin with Confirmation.  Students began Confirmation preparation in 7th grade, but this is our primary 
focus for the first few weeks this year. Confirmation is Sunday, Nov. 6.  In preparation for that, students will 
study and understand the role the Holy Spirit has in each of their lives.  We will learn terminology and the rite 
itself, but most importantly how the sacrament will be implemented in their daily living.  Please find the two 
forms linked through my Homework Hotline page that I will need returned to me or the parish office by  Sept 
19, 2022 regarding sponsors and parish information. More information will be given regarding Confirmation 
and its requirements as the date draws closer.   

Students will attend an 8th grade retreat at the end of September, which will solidify the ideals of 
Confirmation, while concentrating on leadership and class goal setting.  I will send more information on that 
soon. 

Another part of the curriculum is Church History.  We will discuss important aspects of how our Church has 
grown and evolved since its inception at Pentecost. 

As the year progresses, we will explore the moral teachings of our Catholic faith and how the Church teaches 
us how to live our lives.  Consequently, we will explore in detail the 10 Commandments.  Your child will discover 
ways to help him/her encounter the challenging times with a clear and positive moral attitude.  We explore 
what it means to live a life of virtue. A wonderful means with which to do this will be the Theology of the Body 
series promoted by our Diocese.  The students began this with Mrs. Valentiny last year, so they are already 
familiar with it.   

     In conjunction with text books, we will use Scripture, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and the 
students' own discussions, questions, and reflection time.  

     Your child will serve 35 hours of service through the year on a project(s) of his/her choice.  This is a 
wonderful, beneficial way for your child to discover how to live out his/her faith.   A minimum of 25 of these 
hours should be dedicated to serving the community.  Baby-sitting, chores, helping file a relative’s office 
papers, etc. are indeed service, but it is so important to serve beyond the normal opportunities the kids have in 
their everyday life. Encourage your child to meet and help others in the community, not to just do something 
for a family member or friend they interact with frequently.  Each child is expected to keep logs listing when 
service was performed and for how long at each time.  Information about this is also linked to my Homework 
Hotline page.  

It is my intent to have your child see "religion" as a way of life, not only a subject taught in school, or 
something they encounter on Sundays. 



Your child's grade will be based on the following: 
1) Tests 
2) Reports  
  -Media Analysis 
  -Service project reflection 
3) Completed Service hour sheets 
4) Participation in class 
5) Occasional check-up questions and puzzles 

     Please stress to your child the importance of their Religion class.  They should study and be diligent for 
this course as they would any other.  This is obviously a course that will teach them information for living their 
daily lives.  You can do this through encouragement, sharing your faith and attending Mass with them weekly. 

*I am aware that some students do not share in our Catholic faith.  I will be sensitive to their different 
beliefs.  However, these students will be required to attend class, fulfill all assignments and service hours. 


