
 

 

 St. James Church 
338060 – 32nd St. East 

(Street Address only)  

Okotoks 

SCHEDULE FOR ST. 
MICHAEL’S CHURCH: 

 

 

Reconciliation & 
Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament: 

 

Sunday 8:30am-9:30am 
Wednesday 7pm-8pm 

Friday 9am-10am 
 

**Please note that Wednesday 
evening is cancelled due to 

the Priests’ retreat** 

SCHEDULE FOR ST. JAMES 
CHURCH (for the week of  
(May 23 - May 29): 
 

 

Reconciliation & Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament: 

 
Saturday 4pm - 5pm 

Sunday 11:15am - 12:15pm 
Tuesday 6pm - 7pm 

 
 

Solemn Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament: 

 
Monday-Friday 

6am - 9am 
And 

5pm - 7pm 

St. Michael’s Church 
402 Government Road 
 (Street Address only) 

Black Diamond  

PASTORAL STAFF 

 

Pastor:  FR.  LUCIANO CORTOPASSI 

luciano.cortopassi@calgarydiocese.ca 

Associate Pastor:  FR.  TROY NGUYEN 

fathertroyn@gmail.com 

*Appts to be arranged through the parish office 

LEANNE PLAMONDON 

Bulletin: 

Submissions for the bulletin go to: 

bulletin@stjamesparishrc.com 

* DEADLINE IS THURSDAY 10:00am * 

Religious Education:   

religiousedu@stjamesparishrc.com 

Parish Screening : 

volunteer@stjamesparishrc.com 

*NEW* OFFICE HOURS:  

Monday - Friday 10:00am - 2:00pm 

*Closed 3rd Friday of the Month 

FORMED Parish Code TPWN47.   
https://formed.org/ 

 

 
St. James Parish, Site 7, Box 41, RR#2 

Okotoks, AB  T1S 1A2 
Phone:  403-938-3122 

Fax:  403-938-0524 
Email:  office@stjamesparishrc.com 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL (OKOTOKS): 

Tara Epp | 403-938-0562  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL (BLACK DIAMOND): 

John Walsh | 403-933-4955 

mailto:bulletin@stjamesparishrc.com
http://stjamesparishrc.com/
https://formed.org/
mailto:office@stjamesparishrc.com


 

 

Hello, Father Luciano here! How are you doing? Is everything okay? Do you remember the song? “Don’t worry, be happy!”  Today is the feast 

of the Ascension of the Lord.  

On April 12, 1961 the Soviet cosmonaut, Yuri Gagarin, was the first man to enter outer space and orbit the earth. Great! Later, the Russian 

leader Nikita Khrushchev said, “Gagarin flew into space, but he didn’t see any God there”. Oops! Really? 

Regardless the opinion of Khrushchev, there is a misunderstanding, about God and God’s relationship to the world. Too often we believe that 

God is “up there” and not “down here”, within us. Unfortunately, many times we still live our faith in a gap between God and humanity; God “up 

there” and us “down here”. At the end of this Sunday’s first reading, “…he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was 

going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand 

looking up toward heaven?’” 

That’s our difficulty, we sometimes think of heaven as another place in the world. We follow the human logic.  If Jesus ascends to heaven, then 

he must go to another place. Rather than looking up, it would better if we start looking within us.  

The Ascension is about the presence, not the absence, of Jesus. Jesus disappeared from human sight but now he is present in the hearts of 

humanity.  

I like the readings that our Church proposed for today, the feast of the Ascension of the Lord. In particular, the first reading and the Gospel; in 

the first reading where two Angels appeared to the disciples saying, “…why do you stand looking up toward heaven? And in the Gospel, when 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.” 

I am not a theologian but is it so erroneous to think that baptism is a consequence of the Ascension of the Lord? Next Sunday, we will cele-

brate Pentecost, just a few days between Ascension and Pentecost. The Church received the Holy Spirit on Pentecost and by which each one 

of us has been given the gifts of the Holy Spirit through Baptism. So, the Ascension of the Lord is the prelude of God within us. 

When was the last time you thought about your baptism? Do you remember it? Probably not and it’s okay! But please follow my idea for a bit. 

Baptism, the rite, happened once in our life. Right! I ask you then, ‘Is it so strange to think that baptism is something that is happening all the 

time?’  

I don’t remember my baptism in the church, I was just a baby. But I do remember the many times that I have been baptized throughout my life. 

For instance, my priesthood ordination, that was like a full immersion Baptism. The church was packed, hundreds of people, priests, relatives, 

friends but I only felt the presence of God close to me. That amazing sensation did not last for all the celebration, but for a few minutes I per-

ceived the Ascended Jesus within me. 

Another time, I was skiing at Sunshine Village, alone. It was a Monday morning, not too many people were there. After a nice ride on the gon-

dola from the parking lot up to Sunshine Village, I went to the entrance of the Angel Express ski lift and in a few minutes, I was at the beginning 

of the runs on Lookout Mountain. I am not a good skier, I’m a sort of blue-green skier, with just a few black runs in my life. As I said, that morn-

ing the ski-resort wasn’t very busy and I started skiing alone, going down the left side of the mountain, on the British Columbia side. Suddenly, 

my mind was captured by the beauty of the white mountains and a sense of completeness ran through all my body. Saying, “Thank you God!” I 

continued to ski down the mountain. 

Three years ago, we started our “Living Nativity”. Truthfully, I had never seen so much enthusiasm as in the people who joined in the new and 

unpredictable project. I remember, at the beginning, the idea wasn’t clear to anybody, myself included. We worked a lot and finally the time 

came to inaugurate our first “Living Nativity”. All the volunteers and I were so excited; many people were at the entrance of the “Village of Beth-

lehem” ready to come in. All of us, actors and other volunteers were standing around the big fireplace for an initiation prayer. I was reading the 

blessing prayer when at a certain moment I couldn’t go any further with my blessing because I started to cry. Obviously, that cry wasn’t a cry of 

suffering, rather one of joy. That moment was a moment of God within us. 

Every one of those moments was a baptism. Every one of those moments was an experience in which I opened myself to the Ascended Jesus 

within me. As I said before, in the Church there is only one baptism. In life we are baptized over and over and over again.   

The waters of baptism are everywhere. In our relationships, in our parenting, in our friendships, they are all baptismal waters. Our work and 

vocation are baptismal waters. Our passions, dreams, and creativity are waters of baptism. Our pain, brokenness, sorrows, and losses are 

baptismal waters. All of them are experiences of the Ascended Jesus within us. 

There are times when we drink deeply of life and we overflow. Life is vibrant, fruitful, beautiful. We’re swimming in the baptismal waters of this 

world. Always, those times, are times of the Ascended Jesus in our souls. 
 

May God bless you and your family. 

Peace father Luciano  

A message from our priests 



 

 

Did you know that 
between the 

2018/2019 school 
year, Alberta experi-
enced a growth rate 

of 9.53%? Public 
schools saw an in-
crease of 7.13%. 
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To setup preauthorized donations 
or to donate online, please 

visit our website.  
 

www.stjamesparishokotoks.ca/donate 

Financial Corner 

 May 1-15 Budget 

Offering Envelopes $7,885  

Online Donations $3,494  

Preauthorized $8,538  

Total Operating $19,917 $18,750 

Building Fund May $2,219 $7,289 

Together in Action $1,288 $2,555 

TIA—Year to Date $15,293 $44,289 

Gift Card Sales - April  

April 1 - 30 $11,600  

Year to Date Sold $30,700  

Proceeds to Parish $1,689  

St. James Catholic 
Women’s League 

(CWL) 

The St. James CWL Schol-
arship is available for fe-
male students from HTA 

who are finishing their final 
year.    

The application form is 
available from Vi Lake.  To 
have a package sent to you 

just send an email to 
vilake@telus.net and on the 
subject line indicate Schol-
arship package.  Please be 
sure to follow the instruc-

tions on page one.   

If you need more infor-
mation just send an email 
and I will respond or call 

me at 403-938-2369. 

Mass Intentions  

Saturday 
May 23 

† Denise Hertz 

Fr. Gracjan Burkiciak 

Sunday 
May 24 

Margaret Bowden Lynch 

People of the Parish 

Monday 
May 25 

Lucie Jennings 

† Ed Seitz 

Tuesday 
May 26 

† Kenny Sartin 

Fr. John Schuster 

Wednesday 
May 27 

† May Brosnan 

† Bill Jennings 

Thursday 
May 28 

† Simone Magotiaux 

Fr. Louis Geelan OFM 

Friday 
May 29 

Peter & Madeleine Thompson 

† Jade Begg 

Please note all mass intentions are being said by each 

priest in their own private masses. Please contact the 

Parish Office if you would like a mass said for some-

one. 

Priests in the Diocese of 
Calgary will be on  
retreat May 25-29. 

Please pray for them. 

Parishioner Connection 
 

Send your responses to 
bulletin@stjamesparishrc.com 

 

Q: How have you fed your spiritual life 
during this time of quarantine? 

 

Submissions will be published in our 
“Parishioner Connections” note next week. 

Family Activities for 
Ascension to Pentecost 

Updated Directives from 

the Diocese of Calgary 

If you come to the Church for Adoration / Reconciliation: 
 
 Sign in with name(s), phone number and time (detailed in-

structions at entrances) 
 No spaces outside of the Nave (main body of the Church) are to 

be occupied 
 Children need to stay with parents 
 Maximum of 15 people inside the building at all times 
 Distancing measures to be observed - 6 feet (2meters) at all 

times for those who do not live in the same household. 

THANK YOU to all of our 

Parishioners who have contin-
ued to support us in this diffi-
cult time - those who are able 
to help financially as well as 
those who support us with 

their prayers. 

https://calgarydiocese.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b94c6c43263afb74033548543&id=fee5c51edc&e=742001cdb8
http://www.stjamesparishokotoks.ca/donate
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/blog/a-family-pentecost
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/blog/a-family-pentecost
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/blog/covid19
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/blog/covid19


 

 
Please support these Advertisers, who have supported us! 

Bottles for ALTAR SERVERS 

Bring your empties to the church the last 
weekend of each month to help raise 
money for the Altar Servers. There 
will be a truck in the NE corner of 
the parking lot that they can be 
loaded on to. Thank You! 

This year, the Okotoks Foodbank celebrates 
35 years of service to our community.   

Urgently needed items:  
Pasta Sauce, Pasta, Kraft Dinner,  
Baked Beans, Canned meat/fish  

For more details visit our website at: 
www.okotoksfoodbank.ca 

As we start to think about what will be required when the 
churches are able to open again, our hope is to have Pa-

rishioners help in certain areas. One ministry that will be 
crucial when masses resume, will be Ushers. If this is 

something you feel called to help with, please sign up here 
and you will be contacted regarding training when direc-

tives are sent from the Diocese. 
 

St. James Okotoks (click here) 
St. Michael’s Black Diamond (click here) 

 

Thank you in advance for your ministry. 

https://volunteersignup.org/JMEBR
https://volunteersignup.org/KBDQY

