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Introduction 

For sixty-five years, St. Paul the Apostle Parish has 
served the Catholic community on Joliet’s west side. 
We are a faith community of the Diocese of Joliet 
committed to following the teachings of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

 We celebrate these teachings both in 
prayer and liturgy. 

 We proclaim the Gospel through education 
and example.  

 We live the word of God by responding to the physical, emotional and spiritual needs 
of our faith community. 

 We pledge to use our time, talent and treasures to continually find ways to further the 
teachings of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our history is rich with parishioner involvement in church 
ministries – including the ongoing care and maintenance of our 
church campus. From the construction of our first building in 
1951 and the erection of our church in 1964, to our school 
additions and new activity center in 1990, our parishioners have 
long dedicated their resources to improve our physical plant.    

With the exception of the school, our parish buildings 
have not been upgraded since they were built in the 
1950s and 1960s. To continue providing a spiritual 
home for our dynamic parish, we are called to 
undertake several capital projects, including 
reinvigorating the convent building, renovating the 
rectory, renovating our church and providing 
additional parking near the church including handicap 
parking. These projects will allow us to add vibrancy to 
our facilities, more effectively support our active community and ensure that the buildings 
remain a center for worship, service, learning, and fellowship for generations to come. 

 

 

 

 

“This parish will be here 

forever. It’s the best parish 

in town” 
 

- Billie Limacher 

Honorary Committee Member 
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Living Out Our Mission  

Today, St. Paul the Apostle Parish is home to 
more than 1,800 registered families and more 
than 300 students in our school, which educates 
children in preschool through 8th grade.  

Our parish is an active and vibrant parish with 
programing for our Religious Education Families, 
Adult Faith Formation, Community Fish Fry 
sponsored by our Athletics Program, Knights of 
Columbus, Ladies Knights of Columbus, Liturgy 
and Music Ministries, Paulites (seniors group), 
Right to Life Program, Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.), and FOLLOW Youth Ministry.  

Many have experienced some of their most important life events at our parish. Since 1950, St. 
Paul the Apostle Parish has celebrated more than 37,000 regularly scheduled masses. 
Additionally, more than 18,000 sacraments have been received, including approximately: 

 4,062 baptisms 

 4,874 first communions 

 4,184 confirmations 

 2,950 marriages 

 2,023 funerals 

By addressing the challenges of our physical plant, we believe that we can ensure that parish 
groups and ministries continue to thrive and engage our full parish community. Our parish will 
continue to provide a hallowed space for transformative and sacred life events. 
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Strengthening St. Paul the Apostle Parish 

At St. Paul the Apostle Parish, we continually strive to build a 
community of God's love, justice and mercy, trusting God to 
lead us into faithfulness. Part of this is maintaining the 
buildings which house our ministry and worship.  In the past, 
we have successfully conducted capital campaigns that have 
enabled us to build our church and add a parish activity 
center.  Past campaigns have included: 

 Capital campaign to build the church – 1964 

The parish community embarked on a $300,000 
building campaign to build our church. The first 
Mass was celebrated on March 12, 1967, with 
Bishop Romeo Blanchatte presiding. 

 School and Activity Center campaign – 1990 

Families from our parish and school contributed $2,500,000 for the construction of 
an auditorium/gymnasium, stage area, fully equipped kitchen, gathering rooms, 
elevator, and a large meeting room in the activity center. In addition to providing 
more space for our school children, these additions provided space for our 
Religious Education Program, parish meetings, seniors’ activities, youth and 
children’s programs, theater productions, Adult Faith Formation, and recreation. 

Twenty-five years have passed since our last major campaign and our 
campus is in need of repairs and renovations. Most of our parish 
buildings – including the church, convent, and rectory – have not seen 
any major upgrades since they were built in the 1950s and 1960s. We 
are called to consider how we can utilize our parish campus more 
effectively as the needs of our parish community change. The following 
projects require our attention and support. Under the leadership of Fr. 
John Klein, the Diocese has endorsed the $2,350,000 capital campaign 
to address the following critical needs:  

 Convent repairs and renovations, 

 Rectory repairs and renovations, 

 Church renovations including asbestos abatement and handicap accessibility, and 

 Parking, landscape and maintenance.  
 

 

“Maintaining our parish 

campus is essential to the 

future of St. Paul’s. Your 

support is vital and will ensure 

that our ‘parish home’ is one 

we can all be proud of. We 

know that those parishioners 

who founded the parish some 

65 years ago did so believing it 

would thrive for many 

generations to come. That is 

my hope as we embark on this 

effort to renew St. Paul’s and 

its future.” 
 

- Jim Roolf 

Campaign Co-Chair 
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Embracing the Future 

Over the years, we have accomplished a great deal to strengthen our church, its facilities and 
our school. This capital campaign will allow us to further build upon this work and strengthen 
our place of worship and fellowship for many years to come. The restoration and renovation 
work includes:  

Convent repairs and renovations - $900,000 
The convent is an 11,000 square foot structurally sound 
building that is significantly under-utilized due to the fact 
that it has not been renovated or updated since its 
construction in 1962. Currently, youth ministry and religious 
education programs occupy a fraction of the building. The 
remaining spaces are being used as storage and the 
majority of the restrooms are inoperable. 

This renovation project will allow us to use this building 
more effectively; for parish offices, for meeting spaces, and 
for the support of our parish’s various ministries. This will 
require complete asbestos abatement, tuck pointing, roof 
refinishing, new HVAC systems, bathroom repairs, window 
replacement, new carpeting and painting. Of special 
importance is the relocation of the parish records from the rectory basement to a proper storage 
area in this building. Additionally, to make the building handicap accessible and ADA compliant, 
we will need to upgrade the electrical systems and provide a 4-stop elevator and lobby. 

Rectory repairs and renovations - $300,000 
Other than adding office space, there have been no major renovations or upgrades to the rectory 
since 1953. Administrative offices will be moved to the convent, allowing for a room for a retired 
priest to be added to the first floor of the rectory. Updates will be made to the priests’ rooms 
upstairs to better utilize the space. 

Church repairs and renovations - $1,075,000 
The Church is in need of the greatest amount of work, including 
removal of all asbestos in the floor tile, carpet mastic and sacristy, 
replacing the flooring and pews, providing additional handicap 
accessibility such as automatic doors, painting the interior of the 
church, replacing the light fixtures, refinishing the ceiling and 
replacing the organ, which requires regular, expensive maintenance 
due to its age.  

 
 
 

Church pews are more than 

thirty years old.  

This stairwell in the convent 

suffers from significant 

cracking and peeling.  
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Parking, landscape and maintenance - $325,000 
To provide for our aging parishioners, we must increase the number of parking spots that are 
handicap accessible and close to the church. With only seven handicap accessible spots south of 
the church, parishioners needing special assistance are required to walk a long distance from 
their car to the church. Additionally, we experience significant congestion and overflow in areas 
not designated for parking. We will provide an additional 6 to 12 handicap accessible parking 
spots, refinish the parking lot, and improve traffic flow. This will ensure safety for all parishioners 
– but especially those with mobility challenges. We may also take this opportunity to relocate 
the rectory garage to provide additional handicap parking and parking near the church, and 
improve the traffic flow of the parking lot. 

2016 Diocese of Joliet Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal and St. Paul School Fund - $100,000 
In recognition of the time and resources required of a capital campaign, the 2016 Catholic 
Ministries Annual Appeal and St. Paul School Annual Fund will be incorporated into the 
campaign. The total need for these two appeals in 2016 is $100,000. 

Summary of Needs and Campaign Goal 
The total costs for these projects are more than $2,700,000 and we need the generous support 
of our parish family in order to make our vision a reality.  The minimum goal for our effort is 
$2,350,000 in gifts and pledges over a three to five-year period. A challenge goal of an additional 
$350,000 would provide full funding for our needs through the campaign.  

 
This campaign will enable St. Paul the Apostle Parish to continue to build on the vision and 
practice of our faith established by more than sixty years of service and worship. Your prayers, 
generosity, and commitment will ensure our success for generations to come.  

 

Summary Based on Goal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Convent, 
900,000

Rectory, 
$300,000

Parking, 
$325,000

Church, 
$1,075,000

Challenge 
goal, 

$350,000

Annual 
appeals, 
$100,000
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Your Prayerful Participation 

Since 1950, St. Paul the Apostle Parish has housed generations of 
worship, service, learning, and fellowship for the community within 
and beyond the congregation.  Help us continue this rich tradition and 
ensure that we have a safe and adequate infrastructure for our parish 
family for the next generations. 

We will invite the financial 
participation of the entire parish 
family to support our shared spiritual 
home. Active fundraising will continue 
through 2015 with multiple-year 
pledges payable over 3 to 5 years.  

A successful capital campaign will 
enable us to add vibrancy to our 
facilities, more effectively support our 
active community and ensure that the 
buildings remain a center for worship, 
service, learning, and fellowship for generations to come. 

We would ask that you please prayerfully consider a gift to the campaign to strengthen our 
spiritual home and continue to live out our mission. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our request and for your participation in this 
important endeavor.   

 

 

 

For more information on A Campaign for St. Paul the Apostle Parish, 

please contact the parish office at (815) 725-1527. 

 

 

How you can help. 

First, make your pledge 
to support the campaign. 
 
Second, please pray for 
the success of our 
campaign to improve the 
facilities and strengthen 
our spiritual home. 
 
Third, volunteer your 
time to invite others to 
participate and help 
make the campaign a 
success.  

“Many of us have 

experienced some of our most 

important life events at our 

parish. It's up to us to invest 

in our future and keep our 

parish buildings maintained 

and updated so our parish 

community continues to grow 

and thrive.” 
 

- Ed Dollinger 

Campaign Co-Chair 
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Campaign Leadership 
 
Rev. John Klein 
 

Campaign Co-Chairs 
Ed Dollinger 
 

Jim Roolf 
 

Executive Committee 
Fabio and Cheryl Biasella 
 

Tim and Lori Cora 
 

Ron and Ginna Jones 
 

Thomas and Marie Knorr 
 

Dave and  Nancy Lagger 
 

Greg and Julie Newsome 
 

Keith and Meg Warning 
 

Steve and Christy Widlak 
 

Honorary Committee 
Helen and the late Peter Cinquegrani 
 

Sue and the late Don Cordano 
 

Mark and Sharon Dames 
 

Linda Deiss 
 

Eugene P. Egizio 
 

Mel and Tana Gray 
 

Jacqueline Hickey 
 

Billie Limacher 
 

George "Brunch" Lehman and Carol Sterr-Lehman 
 

Val and Roberta Rand 
 

Bob and Rosemary Stephen 
 

Dr. Richard and Jean Streitz 

Major and Special Gift Committees  
Bill and Anna Bayci 
 

Joe and Kris Burla 
 

Jim and Mary Jo Chignoli 
 

Rick and Ami Chignoli 
 

Jim and Judy Colwell 
 

Jim and Marcia Garrison 
 

Dave and Dawn Kaluzny 
 

John and Jacque Klika 
 

Andy and Nancy Midlock 
 

Peter and Susan O’Connell 
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St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Parish 

18 Woodlawn Avenue 

Joliet, IL 60435 

815-725-1527 

 

 


