
Immaculate Conception Parish 
RECTORY ADDRESS 
353 Grove Street, Worcester, MA  01605 
Phone: 508-754-8419   
Fax: 508-306-9718  
Religious Education Phone: 508-868-8119 
Rectory Hours: M: 9:30am-2:30pm, T: 9:30am-2:30pm 
   W: 9:30am-2:30pm, F: 9:30am-2:30pm 
 
MOST REV. ROBERT J. MCMANUS, Bishop of Worcester 
REV. WALTER RILEY,  P  
REV. ENOCH KYEREMATENG, I  R  
KEVIN DEIGNAN, P  D  
FRANK MYSKA, P  D  
MARY SYCKS, A   R   
 E   Y  M  
C. HENRY MASON, M  D  
BRIDGET KLOFFT, C  
ROBERT NOBERINI, P  O  M  
MATTHEW FOSTER, P  C  C  
LYNDA MONAHAN, S  E  C  

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Parents and godparents of infants to be baptized are expected to participate in a preparation session.  Call the 
Rectory to register for this process and set a date for the actual Baptism.  For Baptism of adults please contact 

the Rectory. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Please contact the rectory one year prior to your desired wedding date 

 
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Father Walter can be called whenever someone can benefit from this sacrament of healing. 
 

PROTECTING OUR YOUTH AND CHILDREN 
If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a priest, religious or lay person working for the 

Church, and you want to share feelings of hurt or betrayal, call Cathaleen Peloquin, Victim Services Coordina-
tor, Office of Healing and Prevention, 508-929-4363 (direct, confidential line). 

 

SUNDAY MASSES 
SATURDAY VIGIL:  4:00 PM 
SUNDAY:  7:30 AM, 10:00 AM 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM 
THURSDAY 8:00 AM 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 2:45 - 3:45 PM 

(or by appointment) 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Anyone is welcome to join the Parish Community. 
Please contact the Rectory and introduce yourself. 

Please visit our website at 
www.icworc.com and Facebook 

Email: icworc@live.com 



THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    October 04, 2020 
                MASS INTENTIONS 

Sat. Oct 03  4:00 PM  Rosemary O’Connell, Memorial, from Family and Friends 
Sun.  Oct 04  7:30 AM  
              10:00 AM Anthony Roy, 2nd Anniversary, from Family 
Mon. Oct 05  9:00 AM  Donald H. Letendre, (Blessed Francis Xavier) 
Tues. Oct 06  9:00 AM (St. Bruno; Blessed Marie Rose Durocher) 
Wed. Oct 07  9:00 AM (Our Lady of the Rosary) 
Thurs. Oct 08  8:00 AM Parishioners of Immaculate Conception 
Sat. Oct 10  4:00 PM  Rosemary O’Connell, Memorial, from Family and Friends 
Sun.  Oct 11  7:30 AM  
              10:00 AM Anthony Roy, 2nd Anniversary, from Family 

NOONTIME SCRIPTURE STUDY IN OCTOBER  
Fr. Riley and Frank McGuire will be hosting a Scripture Series 
on Tuesdays, October 6, 13, 20, and 27 from noon to 1:00 pm in 
the church hall. The topic is St. Paul’s Letter to the Colossians. 
According to New Testament scholar, Fr. Raymond Brown, “In 
its vision of Christ, of His body the Church, and of the mystery 
of God hidden for ages, Colossians is truly majestic.” You are 
all invited to deepen your understanding of this most important 
letter of St. Paul. Please feel free to bring your lunch. Beverages 
and dessert will be available. Masks are required and social dis-
tancing will be observed.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 09/27/2020 
Sunday Ordinary    $ 1,583.00 
Online Donations 21-27 Sep 2020  $    540.00 

FRIDAY FASTING AND INTENTION 
We thank all our parishioners who continue to fast for one meal 
and abstain from meat each Friday as we commemorate our 
Lord’s saving act . This wonderful Catholic tradition is reemerg-
ing, calling us to be mindful of our Lord’s crucifixion every 
Friday of the year. Such a particular awareness in our lives can 
only deepen our faith and love in Christ. As we fast and abstain, 
we do so each week for an intention that is to us on a local, na-
tional, or world level, always effecting our faith. Next Friday’s 
intention is for the hungry in our community and worldwide, 
that their hunger be abated by the generosity of our Church and 
civic community. 

HOPE FOR HOUSING FOOD CARDS 
Because of the situation with the present pandemic, there will be 
times when no one will be available after Mass to sell food cards 
for Hope for Housing. In this situation, please speak with Fr. 
Riley before or after Mass so he can sell what you would like to 
purchase. This ministry is much too important for our Parish and 
local community to place aside as it assists families who are 
struggling to find and maintain proper housing. Purchasing cards 
makes it easy for us who shop at any of the stores represented, 
while supporting a most important form of Christian ministry. 
Thank you for your understanding and continued support for 
Hope for Housing in and through our Parish. This past week 
card sales amounted to $200.00. 

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD - AGAIN 
“Say No to ROE” The state legislature has extended the session 
until January 5, 2021. Please remind the members of the Joint 
Committee on Judiciary that you oppose the expansion of abor-
tion in Massachusetts by calling 617-722-2396 and let them 
know you are opposed to H3320 and S1209 – the ROE legisla-
tion. Every telephone call helps! These bills would remove: 1)
The requirement that young girls obtain consent before an abor-
tion; 2) The requirement that efforts be made to save a living 
baby who survives abortion; 3) The requirement that late term 
abortions be performed in hospitals; and 4) The bills would al-
low abortion on demand for all nine months of pregnancy! For 
more information about how the ROE legislation would expand 
abortion in Massachusetts visit www.macatholic.org Thank you!  

DEACON FRANK MYSKA 
Deacon Frank has sent along his well wishes and to let every-
body in our Parish know that he misses everyone and looks for-
ward to returning to Mass at the better time. I recently saw Dea-
con Frank at St. Vincent Hospital. When at home, he twisted his 
knee and needed to be hospitalized for a short time. He looks 
good and sounded good. Asking him how good the hospital food 
was, he said it was okay. I told him I would sneak in a few Co-
ney Island hot dogs if needed, but was unsure how I could hide 
the smell. Anyway, please keep Deacon Frank in your prayers 
for a smooth recovery as we look forward to his return to the 
Church’s sanctuary in the future. – Fr. Riley 

JOIN THE LIFE CHAIN ON OCTOBER 4th 
All are invited to join the 29th annual Life Chain on Sunday, 
Oct. 4 from 2 - 3:30 pm.  This event of peaceful, prayerful wit-
ness to the sacredness of human life is held annually on Respect 
Life Sunday across the nation. Life Chain stations will be locat-
ed at Elm Park/Highland St. and at Denny's Restaurant on Lin-
coln St. in Worcester and at White City Plaza in Shrewsbury.  
Signs will be available at the local Life Chain stations.  The 
event will be held rain or shine. All participants must wear 
masks and observe social distancing guidelines.  For more infor-
mation, contact Louise at 508-756-1150. All are welcome to join 
in this prayerful effort to help build a Culture of Life.  

SNEEZING, COUGHING, FEVER, and SNIFFLING…A 
REMINDER 
If you have any of these symptoms at this time of the year on a 
given Saturday/Sunday, please stay home for the week. This 
understanding has been in place since mid-May when Churches 
reopened, but is more relevant as autumn and winter set in. With 
the Coronavirus increasing in Massachusetts at this time, and 
with the cooler weather approaching, we all need to be better 
safe than sorry. Nothing will clear out our Church quicker than 
someone sneezing and coughing throughout the Mass. And noth-
ing will faster scare everyone in your vicinity. Allow your 
cough, fever, sneezing, or sniffling and whatever else to pass 
safely in the confines of your residence. Thank you.  

FOOD PANTRY 
Our Parish Food Pantry is seeking donations of food at this time 
(and always) of canned vegetables, cereal, rice, peanut butter, 
jelly, tuna fish, pasta, and any non-perishable item that can be 
given to those who come to our door on Mondays. Thank you.       

TV MASSES WILL END ON SPECTRUM CH.193 
The Daily and Sunday TV Masses, Family Rosary and other 
programs produced by the Diocese will no longer be available on 
Charter/Spectrum Channel 193 after October 23. If you watch on 
a non-Spectrum cable company like Clinton or Shrewsbury, 
there is no change.  If you watch on the internet, nothing has 
changed. TV Ministry is working to get on more local access 
stations over the next few weeks. It could mean a simple change 
to channel 194 in towns that have Spectrum cable. Before Octo-
ber 23, an updated list will be available online at worcesterdio-
cese.org and mailed to all our Daily Mass supporters. 



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH                        WORCESTER, MA   
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Classes for Religious Education take place on Sunday, October 4th at 8:45AM-9:45AM for children 
in K through 6th grade and 11:15AM-12:15PM for students in grades 7-10. Parents, please check your email for the new student 
drop off procedure. If you have not registered your child for classes it is not too late! Please contact Mary Sycks at 508-868-8119 for 
more information. 
The parent meeting for students in the First Reconciliation Program is on Sunday, October 4th at 9:00AM in the Fr. Connors Center. 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11th, THE 
TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
1st Reading:  Isaiah 25:6-10a 
Psalm: 23 
2nd Reading: Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 
Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 

RELIGIOUS QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
HE SENT HIS SERVANTS TO GET HIS FRUIT: Mt 21:34-36; 
“He sent his servants, that is, the prophets, ‘to receive the fruit.’ 
By fruit he referred to their disobedience, demonstrated through 
their works. But even here they exhibited their wickedness. They 
not only failed to give the fruit, after having enjoyed so much 
care, thus displaying their laziness, but also were angry with the 
servants who came. For those who did not repay what they owed 
should hardly have been indignant or angry. Rather, they should 
have asked for the householder's forgiveness. But they not only 
were indignant; they even bloodied their hands. While deserving 
punishment, they themselves inflicted punishment. Therefore he 
sent a second and a third company of servants both to show their 
wickedness and the love toward humanity of the One who sent 
them. Why didn't he immediately send his Son? In order that 
they might repent and condemn themselves for the things they 
had done to the others. He hoped they would set aside their an-
ger and reverence him when he came.” 

St. John Chrysostom (c347-407) 

From the Pastor continued from the following page 
uncle will lead one to fame and fortune as the main goal in life? 
St. Francis, though he loved his family, threw all this out the 
window so hard and with such force that it rolled down the 
mountainside on which Assisi sits, and kept rolling through an 
untold number of villages and towns throughout that section of 
the Italian boot, eventually making it all the way to the Mediter-
ranean Sea where his worldly desires drowned, settling on the 
bottom, never to be rescued, like a sunken ship. It was one of 
the hardest Christian tosses ever tossed in the history of our 
faith. St. Francis’ toss was a toss for Christ and against his own 
plans, and that of his family.  
Now, one can certainly get the impression that following in the 
footsteps of an elder family member is not the way to go in life, 
if we base this idea on the life of St. Francis alone. However, it 
would be realistic for us to point out that what St. Francis did in 
the square of Assisi on that fateful day of turning away from the 
world and its instant gratifications, well, such extreme conver-
sion just doesn’t happen every day. How many St. Francis’s are 
there in the Church today? Or even outside the Church ready to 
convert to Christ so radically? We can sure use one.  
With that said, the life and choices of St. Francis begs a certain 
question for all of us, whatever our age; “How fruitful and pro-
ductive would our faith lives be if in our spiritual (and physical) 
lives we lived a certain level of the radicalness of St. Francis’s 
way?” His life came to mirror Jesus in many ways, from love of 
neighbor to love for God’s creation (while not attaching himself 
to it), to sharing all he had with the poor and praying unceasing-
ly. But simplicity is the virtue of St. Francis that one could argu-
ably claim as most perfect and Christ-like in his life. He had the 
world if he wanted. Instead, he chose heaven. The same heaven 
we all walk one step closer to each passing day. St. Francis also 
possessed the wisdom - through the grace of God penetrating 
his Italian heart – to know Christ and him crucified. He perfect-
ed not only simplicity but suffering too. Try using a rock for 
your pillow and let us know how good it feels.  
It’s not hard to see why many folks, even today, would consider 
St. Francis to be on the mentally unstable side. Today, he would 
be sent to the 8th floor at UMass Hospital. He would also find a 
way to escape. Like the jail door opening for St. Peter in the 
Acts of the Apostles, God would have done the same for St. 
Francis.  
We cannot hold back the power of God working so forcefully 
and so lovingly in the life of a person who has zeal for Christ 
that goes beyond any normal force of zeal. Any St. Francis’s are 
few and far between out there. We all have zeal, otherwise we 
wouldn’t come to Church. Something (or Someone) is moving 
us to be present for Word and Sacrament, to witness Christ 
“give it up” at the altar for the salvation of our souls and eternal 
bliss. We thank God for “zealing” us to his Son. But maybe, just 
maybe, we can take a moment to risk asking God to up our zeal 
a bit closer to that of St. Francis. Benefits may include knowing 
we are not long for this world; that we are destined for greater 
heights; that things of the world don’t please permanently; that 
our vocation is to serve Christ, then others through him; and that 
simplicity and silence uncomplicates a complicated life. St. 
Francis’ life was obviously complicated that day he renounced 
the world in the public square of Assisi. He moved, however, in 
a direction that brought true freedom to his soul. The direction 
he moved was Jesus his Lord, who happens to be our Lord too.  

 Peace, Fr. Riley 

NEW PARKING LOT LIGHTS 
New LED lights have been placed into the light towers that 
brighten our parking lot during the late autumn/winter months. 
The two stands on the far end of the church property toward 
Chadwick St. are the only ones that did not receive these lights. 
We continue to check on the possibility of changing those lights 
also since our Parish pays for them. Those 2 stands are con-
trolled by National Grid. The other four stands, however, now 
have energy efficient lights that will brighten our parking lot 
much better and save our Parish much finances in the years 
ahead. The invoice for the LED lights was $7300.00, which in-
cluded the lights, the lift, and manual labor. This was half the 
cost of the first estimate we received. It’s always good to get a 
second opinion and save a boatload of money. The project was 
paid by the recent Legacy of Hope check our Parish received in 
June, which totaled just over $7000.00.  

PARISH ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
At this time because of the pandemic, our Parish Activities Com-
mittee and its activities have been placed on hold for obvious 
reasons. Our bi-weekly Sunday morning breakfast after the 7:30 
& 10:00 Masses will resume as soon as indoor gathering can 
exceed 25 people. We normally would not have to be concerned 
about this number on Sunday mornings, but it’s much better safe 
than sorry at the present. Also, at this time of the year, the Com-
mittee would normally be preparing plans for our annual Parish 
Spaghetti Supper in October. This event will not happen this 
year. In November the Parish Activities Committee would be 
gathering gifts for the annual Turkey-Lurkey. At this time we’re 
trying to figure out if there is a way to hold this event while re-
maining true to the safety concerns and numbers of our state. 
The attempt is to possibly find a way to have this event remotely 
to help raise money for our Parish. Time will tell. In the mean-
time, our Activities Committee remains in neutral because of the 
pandemic.  



FROM THE PASTOR 

H appy St. Francis Day (October 4). This year, however, St. 
Francis is “taken over” by the celebration of a Sunday. 

Even St. Francis cannot overtake in importance the resurrection 
of Jesus from the grave, although the great Saint revels in that 
everlasting victory. Still, St. Francis will have to patiently wait 
one year, until 2021, when his feast day will be celebrated on a 
Monday, avoiding the Sunday clash with our Lord leaving the 
death chamber owned by Joseph of Arimathea outside the walls 
of Jerusalem. What does St. Francis care? He’s in heaven either 
way! Still, make sure you give your pet a nice blessing this day. 
St. Francis, for those who know his story from the early 13th 
century in the magnificent, beautiful town of Assisi, was raised 
in a rather wealthy family. He had everything a person could 
ever want, material-wise. He wanted for nothing. If he wanted 
something, he could secure it. St. Francis had the influence and 
smarts to go after some worldly thing and own it. He likely did 
so many times during his early years of adulthood. Like most 
other folks, at times he was blessed to see some object that 
pleased his eyes, and somehow, someway take possession of it. 
He was good at building up his tiny kingdom in the tiny town of 
Assisi.  
When his radical conversion happened, and he disavowed him-
self of all worldly items, learning to sleep outdoors with a rock 
for his pillow, even removing the very clothes he wore, re-
nouncing the world in an unforgettable way, St. Francis became 
freer that an American eagle soaring overhead searching for its 
prey in some body of water. The questions arise, “What made 
St. Francis perform such an unusual act? What moved him to 
dispossess himself of having all he wanted and could come to 
own? Why was his heart so restless at this certain moment in his 
life? When ridding himself of all worldly possessions in a pub-
lic square, did he not think about the consequences and impres-
sion this would make upon others who saw him? How about his 
family? Wasn’t St. Francis concerned about what his actions 
would do to their reputation?” So many more questions could 
follow.  
It’s hard not to believe that the search of St. Francis was a 
search for peace, first and foremost. To know anything about 
the life of St. Francis is to know that he was disturbed by the 
“things of the world.” He was bothered to the core by, not the 
beauty of the earth and God’s creation, but by treating non-
human possessions like they were eternal. Like they could ulti-
mately satisfy the human heart. Like they were the cream of the 
crop of happiness. I remember one time the great Boston Celtic 
Larry Bird, the hick from French Lick (Indiana), making a com-
ment to a question he was asked in an interview about how 
much money would satisfy him in order to re-sign with the 
Celtics. In effect, he answered by saying he didn’t play basket-
ball for the money, and that he already had plenty to cover the 
rest of his life. Such a French Lick answer! With a small piece 
of St. Francis attitude. No, Larry never removed his uniform in 
the center of the Boston Garden (thankfully). He, like St. Fran-
cis, would have been considered an alien if he did, embarrassing 
Red Auerbach in the meantime. But the attitude of not searching 
for untold amounts of cash, and not attempting to break the 
bank, struck me as a noble attitude.  
What drove St. Francis to make such a radical move of dispos-
session in his life that day in the square at Assisi, knowing eve-
ryone who witnessed his dispossession were people who knew 
him? Assisi was like Mayberry RFD, (and Cheers), where eve-
ryone knew your name. What moves any person to flip their life 
upside down, become a new person in that moment, and move 
on in better and lighter ways? Where the burden of being from a 
family with certain expectations came with following in the 
footsteps of your father or mother or grandparent or aunt or  

Continued on Previous Page 



THIS WEEK AT IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
Sat. Oct 03   2:45 PM Confession 
   4:00 PM Mass 
  
Sun. Oct 04   7:30 AM Mass 
            10:00 AM Mass 
    
Mon. Oct 05  8:30 AM Rosary 
   9:00 AM Mass 
 
Tues. Oct 06   8:30 AM Rosary 
   9:00 AM Mass  
   
Wed. Oct 07  8:30 AM Rosary 
   9:00 AM Mass 
        
Thurs. Oct 08  7:30 AM Rosary 
   8:00 AM Mass 
 
Fri. Oct 09  7:00 PM Holy Hour 
 
Sat. Oct 10  2:45 PM Confession 
   4:00 PM Mass 
  
Sun. Oct 11  7:30 AM Mass 
            10:00 AM Mass 

 
YES, WE WOULD LIKE TO REGISTER 

AT IMMACULATE CONCEPTION!! 
 

Name__________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________ 
 
City 
&Zip____________________________________ 
 
Phone__________________________________ 

Envelopes   yes ____   No____ 

Number of People in  Household_____    
PLEASE, TEAR THIS OFF AND PLACE IN THE 

COLLECTION BASKET!  THANK YOU! 

HOLY HOUR FOR LAY PEOPLE TO PRAY FOR 
PRIESTS 
On Friday, October 9 from 7 - 8 pm, a holy hour for lay peo-
ple to pray for priests will take place at Immaculate Concep-
tion Church on 353 Grove St., Worcester. This holy hour will 
consist of time for silent adoration, as well as a short reflec-
tion, the rosary, and benediction. Please join us for this im-
portant act of service and prayer for our priests. 
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