because he has anointed me
to bring glad tidings to the poor.

LUKE 4:18

353 Grove Street Worcester, MA 01605

Phone: 508-754-8419 Fax: 508-459-9815
Parish Website: www.icworc.com
Office Email: icworc@live.com
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:30am-2:30pm

Rev. Edwin Montana, Pastor
fatheredwin3l@gmail.com

Deacon Kevin Deignan, Permanent Deacon
Kdeignan@charter.net

Deacon Frank Myska, Retired Permanent Deacon

Jennefer Noberini, Secretary
icworc@live.com

Mary Sycks, Religious Education and Safe Environment Coordinator
508-868-8119 - mks723(@msn.com

C. Henry Mason, Music Director
Bridget Klofft, Cantor

Mark Cutler, Custodian

LORD’S DAY MASSES
4:00 PM (Sat. Vigil),
7:30 AM & 10:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday -Thursday: 9:00 AM

CONFESSIONS:
Saturday 2:45 PM — 3:30 PM
(Or by appointment)

ADORATION:
Holy Hour for Priests on Second Friday 7:00 PM
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WELCOME!
_ No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church, no matter what your current
e family and marital situation, no matter what your personal history, age, background,

© PD-Wikimedia, Figure of Christ

S e race, etc., no matter what your own self-image, you are invited, welcomed, accepted,

"o 2001, 1996, 1997, 1986, 1970, €D, loved and respected here.



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH

MASS INTENTIONS
Vigil 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
+Dr. John W. Davis Jr., 6th Anniversary,
from Family
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sat, Jan 22:
4:00pm

Sun, Jan 23:

7:30 AM +John Connolly, from John and Cathy
Gusha
10:00 AM +Edward Kennedy, 5th Anniversary,

from Marcia Kennedy
Mon, Jan 24: St. Francis de Sales
9:00 AM
Tues, Jan 25:
9:00 AM
Wed. Jan 26:
9:00 AM
Thur, Jan 27:
9:00 AM
Sat, Jan 29:
4:00pm
Sun, Jan 30:
7:30 AM
10:00 AM

The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle

Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops

Vigil 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

+Ralph Brosnahan, 1st Anniversary, from
his wife Mary

SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH

INFANT BAPTISM
Celebrated on Saturdays at 2:00 pm or Sundays at 11:30 am.
Contact the church office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN
From grades Pre-K to 11. Contact our Religious Ed.
Administrator Mary Sycks at 508-868-8119.

RCIA
For adults seeking full admission into the Church through
Baptism, Confirmation & Eucharist. Please call the Church
Office for registration which takes place during the month
of September.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
For Catholics who received first communion but have not
yet been confirmed a diocesan-wide adult (18 or older)
Confirmation celebration is offered every year in February at
the Cathedral of St. Paul in Worcester.
If interested, please contact the Church office.

HOLY ORDERS
If interested in learning more about the Permanent Diaconate
please contact the director of this program Deacon William
Bilow at 508-929-4335. For information about entering the
Priesthood, contact our Vocation Director
Rev. Donate Infante at 508-630-4473.

HOLY MATRIMONY
Contact the pastor at least six months in advance.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & COMMUNION CALLS
Please call the office when a parishioner is confined at
home, is in the hospital, or placed in a nursing home. If there
is an urgent need for this sacrament, dial the emergency
extension.

WORCESTER, MA
THIS SUNDAY’S WORD

In the second reading today, St. Paul states: “You are
Christ’s body, and individually parts of it.” This truth is of
great importance to all of us, but we need to look at the
Gospel reading to see what God teaches us about this truth
on an even deeper level. In the Gospel, Jesus reads from
the scroll of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. What is im-
portant for our considerations is the line that says: “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me because He has anointed me.

If you are a member of Christ, as St. Paul tells us we are,
then the Spirit of the Lord is upon you as well. In the Gos-
pel, Jesus simply reads what the Prophet Isaiah says re-
garding bringing glad tidings to the poor, proclaiming lib-
erty to captives, proclaiming recovery of sight to the blind,
freedom for the oppressed, and a year of favor from the
Lord.

St. Paul expands on this as he explains that within the
Body of Christ there are a variety of gifts and that God has
given specific gifts to each individual for the building up
of the Body.

God wants all His children to discover their purpose. He
put us on this earth and in the Church to make a differ-
ence. People should serve where they are gifted and love
what they do. At Liberty, we need to discover our spiritual
gift(s). If you are pursuing tasks you are not gifted to do
you, will become disenchanted and disgruntled. Psalm 139
talks about how intricately the Lord made us. Wake up
every day saying, “l was made for this!” Spiritual gifts
come from the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit empowers and
equips us for service. Spiritual gifts are not toys or tro-
phies but tools to be used in the service of the kingdom.
They are not natural gifts or natural talents. They are su-
pernatural! Understanding the gifts helps us not only better
understand ourselves but others.

It’s obvious that we are not to all have the same gifts. A
puzzle is made up of different pieces that all fit together.
That is the church. It is good we are not all alike. The Giv-
er of the gifts determines the results. We should not all
desire the same gifts or expect the same gifts. Our desire
should be to glorify God by using the gift He has given us.
They are for the benefit and good of the whole church.
You do not have any choice in the matter. You did not
determine when or where you would be born. You did not
determine your spiritual gifts given when you were born.
God knows what He is doing. He does all things well. He
knows what is best! We never have to be envious or jeal-
ous of another person’s gift. We are not to seek a specific
gift, but rather trust the Holy Spirit to manifest in us the
gift that is needed when it is needed.

Life is short. The worst thing that could happen is an in-
ward focus. He did not give us gifts to sit around and show
them to each other. He gave them so we can show the
world Jesus. Discover your gift today and make sure you
are using it for His glory and the good of the people
around you!



Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Religious Education

Religious Education classes take place on Sunday,
January 23rd at 8:45AM-9:45AM for children in
grades K-10 and 11:00AM-12:00PM for students in
the Confirmation Class.

Inclement weather policy ~ For cancellations of Reli-
gious Education classes due to weather conditions
please check the Immaculate Conception website or
Facebook Page. You can also call the Office of Reli-
gious Education at 508-868-8119.

IN MEMORIAM

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Elizabeth K.
Blute and keep her family in your prayers during this
time of loss. May God grant them hope and strength
in the days ahead.

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

Thank you to all parishioners who donate to our food
pantry throughout the year. Such donations greatly
assist in feeding the hungry who come to our door
each Monday. At this time, the food pantry is in ur-
gent need of jelly, peanut butter, boxed pasta, spa-
ghetti sauce, instant mashed potatoes, rice/rice pilaf,
soups, canned meats, canned vegetables, crackers,
and cookies. Thank you.

WINTER MASS CANCELLATION POLICY

If Worcester Public Schools are CLOSED because of
inclement weather, daily Mass WILL NOT be cele-
brated and the Parish Office will be closed on that
day. If school opening is DELAYED, daily Mass
WILL BE celebrated and the office will open as usu-
al. Weekend Masses will always be celebrated, unless
there is a travel ban issued. Please take care of your-
self and those around you during the winter months,
especially by using common sense.

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS FOR 2021

Any parishioner who would like to receive a state-
ment for your contributions for 2020 for tax purposes,
please call the rectory during office hours as found on
the front page of the bulletin, or email us at ic-
worc@live.com and we will mail you a copy. Thank
you.

January 23, 2022

HYMNAL READINGS: 956

Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19:8-10, 15;
1 Cor 12:12-30 [12-14, 27]; Lk 1:1-4;
4:14-21

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Ps 89:20-22, 25-26;
Mk 3:22-30

Tuesday: Acts 22:3-16 or 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2;
Mk 16:15-18

Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-18 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 89:4-5,
27-30; Mk 4:1-20

Thursday: 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Ps 132:1-5, 11-14;
Mk 4:21-25

Friday: 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17;
Ps 51:3-7,10-11; Mk 4:26-34

Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Ps 51:12-17;

Mk 4:35-41
Next Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17,

1 Cor 12:31-13:13 [13:4-13]; Lk 4:21-30

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 1/16/2022
Amounts Include Electronic Giving

Sunday Ordinary $ 2715.50
Winter Fuel $ 663.00
Christmas $ 90.00
Holy Days $ 55.00
Diocesan Collections $ 130.00

HOPE FOR HOUSING FOOD CARDS
Week ending 01/16/2022: $ 20.00

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS, PROFES-
SIONALS AND SELF EMPLOYED

We would like to thank our present advertisers for
renewing their ad and thereby continuing their sup-
port of our parish. For those interested in placing a
new ad, this is your opportunity to platform your
business! All Ad’s are full color, run for 52 weeks
and have an online presence! To obtain information
about advertising for the new publication year, please
contact the parish office or call Clare Colamaria with
LPi (our new bulletin publisher) directly at 518-424-
2527. Keep in mind; our advertising sponsors
make your bulletin possible! Thank You!

Please Donate to the Recycle Bin at
The Father Connors Center to Support
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Immaculate Conception
Dedicated to Helping individuals and
families in our community in Need
Info: www.svdpworcester.org
(724) 221-7109

Tax receipts available for monetary donation

Funds raised go to needs: Fuel, rent,
gas, food, repairs, and clothing to sus-
tain a future SVDP store in Worcester

Easy Donation Bin
clothing, textiles,

PROTECTING OUR YOUTH AND CHILDREN
If you or someone you know has been sexually
abused by a priest, religious or lay person working for
the Church, and you want to share feelings of hurt or
betrayal, call Cathaleen Peloquin, Victim Services
Coordinator, Office of Healing and Prevention, 508-
929-4363 (direct, confidential line).
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