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No matter what your present status in the  
Catholic Church, no matter what your  
current family and marital situation, no  
matter what your personal history, age,  
background, race, etc., no matter what  
your own self-image, you are invited,  
welcomed, accepted, loved and respected  
here.

WELCOME!

(P) 508-754-8419  |  (F) 508-459-9815
www.icworc.com  |  icworc@live.com
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday  |  9:30am - 2:30pm

CONTACT US

LORD’S DAY MASSES
Saturday Vigil  |  4:00pm
Sunday  |  7:30am, 10:00am
WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Thursday  |  9:00am
CONFESSION
Saturday  |  2:45pm - 3:30pm
Other  |  By Appointment
ADORATION
Holy Hour for Priests
Second Friday  |  7:00pm

MASS SCHEDULE

 
 
PASTOR
Rev. Edwin Montana  |  fatheredwin31@gmail.com
PERMANENT DEACONS
Kevin Deignan  |  kdeignan@charter.net
Frank Myska  | Retired
SECRETARY
Jennefer Noberini  |  icworc@live.com
 

PARISH STAFF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & 
SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR
Mary Sycks  |  mks723@msn.com  |  508-868-8119
MUSIC DIRECTOR
C. Henry Mason
CANTOR
Bridget Klofft
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
Mark Cutler

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH                      WORCESTER, MA

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
Vigil of The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
4:00pm  |  + Rev. Richard Jakabauskas, from The Parish
SUNDAY, JUNE 19
The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
7:30am   |  For All Parishioners
10:00am  |  All Fathers Living and Deceased
MONDAY, JUNE 20
9:00am  |  
TUESDAY, JUNE 21
St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious
9:00am  |  
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22
9:00am  | 
THURSDAY, JUNE 23
The Nativity of St. John the Baptist
9:00am  |  
SATURDAY, JUNE 25
Vigil of 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00pm  |  +J. Paul Deignan, 7th Anniversary, from Family
SUNDAY, JUNE 26
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am   |  +Anne M. Kelly, from Family
10:00am  |  

MASS INTENTIONS

INFANT BAPTISM
Celebrated on Saturdays at 2:00pm or Sundays at 11:30am. Please  
contact the church office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN
From grades Pre-K to 11. Contact our Religious Education  
Administrator, Mary Sycks at 508-868-8119.

RCIA
For adults seeking full admission into the church through baptism,  
confirmation & eucharist. Please call the church office for registration  
which takes place during the month of September.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
For Catholics who received first communion but have not yet been  
confirmed a diocesan-wide adult (18+) Confirmation celebration is  
offered every year in February at the Cathedral of St. Paul in Worcester.  
If interested, please contact the church office.

HOLY ORDERS
To learn more about the Permanent Diaconate, contact Deacon William  
Bilow at 508-929-4335. To learn more about entering the Priesthood,  
contact Rev. Donate Infante at 508-630-4473.

HOLY MATRIMONY 
Contact the Pastor at least six months in advance.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & COMMUNION CALLS
Please call the office when a parishioner is confined at home, in the  
hospital, or placed in a nursing home. If there is an urgent need, dial  
the emergency extension.

CATHOLIC SACRAMENTS

FOUR REASONS TO BELIEVE IN  
THE REAL PRESENCE
By Lisa Cotter
When the Catholic Church teaches that the unleavened bread at  
Mass changes into the Body of Christ, that statement is mean to  
be taken literally. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, a priest  
consecrates and transforms simple bread into the flesh of Jesus  
at each Mass — as in the very same flesh that walked on this  
earth and died on the cross 2,000 years ago.  I’ll be honest, when I  
first heard this truth, it was a lot to take in, but ultimately, four  
reasons to believe won me over.  

1. It’s Biblical: Three of the four gospel accounts (Mt 26:26-29;  
Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:14-20) tell the story of the Last Supper when  
Jesus holds bread and wine in his hands, saying, “This is my  
body” and “This is my blood.” If Jesus wanted his words to be  
understood symbolically or spiritually, he could have said  
something like, “this represents my body,” but as it is, he gave no  
such qualifier. The bread and wine were his physical flesh and  
blood. In no other place is this intention clearer than in John 6,  
which foreshadowed his actions at the Last Supper. 

The day after Jesus fed 5,000, those present chased him down  
asking for more of his magical food. He responded by telling  
them, “I am the bread of life… he who eats my flesh and drinks  
my blood has eternal life” (Jn 6:35, 54). Rightly confused — and  
likely disgusted by this graphic image of consuming human flesh  
— many began to walk away. Yet, rather than clarify his teaching  
to mean something easier to digest (pun intended), he lets them  
go. Why? Because he meant what he said when he said, “For my  
flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed” (Jn 6:55).  

2. It’s what the early Church taught: Immediately after Jesus’  
ascension, the Bible documents his followers “breaking bread”  
(Acts 2:42, 46 and 20:7, 11) as a part of their communal life. Here  
we see that from the beginning, the Eucharist was central to the  
Christian life. Also, several non-Biblical writings from the early  
Church leave no question as to where the early Church stood on  
the matter. Between 80-110 A.D., St. Ignatius of Antioch, the third  
bishop of Antioch, addressed those who denied the Real  
Presence by writing, “They abstain from the Eucharist and from  
prayer, because they confess not the Eucharist to be the flesh of  
our Savior Jesus Christ, which suffered for our sins, and which  
the Father, of His goodness, raised up again” Or in 148-160 AD, St.  
Justin Martyr wrote, “This food we call the Eucharist… from  
which our flesh and blood are nourished by transformation, is  
the flesh of that incarnate Jesus”. These are but two examples of  
hundreds that can strengthen our trust in the Real Presence. In  
fact, in every century, you can find such proofs because there has  
never been a time when the Church did not profess the Eucharist  
to be the physical body and blood of Jesus.

3. It’s still being revealed through miracles: Knowing that  
people would question Jesus’ physical presence in bread, God  
continually makes the truth of the Real Presence known through  
Eucharistic miracles. Over the centuries, hundreds of Eucharistic  
miracles have occurred. From St. Catherine of Siena sustaining  
herself on nothing but the Eucharist to St. Clare of Assisi driving  
away an army with nothing but a consecrated host, God has  

 (Continued on next page)



HYMNAL READINGS:  947
Sunday:              Gn 14:18-20/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/1 Cor 11:23-26/
                               Lk 9:11b-17
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
 Monday:            2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Ps 60:3, 4-5, 12-13/
                              Mt 7:1-5 
Tuesday:            2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36/Ps 48:2-3ab,         
                               3cd-4, 10-11/Mt 7:6, 12-14 
Wednesday:     2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-3/Ps 119:33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 40/
                              Mt 7:15-20 
Thursday:         Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15/Acts 13:22-    
                              26/Lk 1:57-66, 80 
Friday:                Ez 34:11-16/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Rom 5:5b-11/
                              Lk 15:3-7 
Saturday:          Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19/Ps 74:1b-2, 3-5, 6-7, 20-21/
                              Lk 2:41-51 
Next Sunday:  1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11/
                              Gal 5:1, 13-18/Lk 9:51-62

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ                                     June 19, 2022

JULY BUS TRIP TO NEW HAMPSHIRE
Immaculate Conception Church is hosting a Fox Tours bus trip on  
Thursday, JULY 21, to NH's Hart Turkey Farm Restaurant & Lakes  
Region Summer Music Theatre's musical "The King and I."  Cost is  
$121 pp, includes all tips.  Seats are still available!  Masks are  
optional.  Contact Michelle Deignan at (508) 596-4778 or  
mmdeignan@charter.net.  Deadline to register: JUNE 21, 2022.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION 2022-2023
Registration is ongoing for the 2022-2023 Religious Education  
year. Classes for children in K through 10th grade take place at  
8:45am-9:45am. Classes for students in 11th grade (Confirmation)  
take place at 11:00am-12:00pm. All Children in second grade will  
begin preparing for the sacraments of Reconciliation and First  
Holy Communion in September. All Students in 11th grade will  
begin preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation in  
September. All children are welcome to attend Religious  
Education Classes and will not be denied participation due to  
financial hardship. If you are new to the parish, and have a child  
entering K-11th grades, and would like to know more about our  
Religious Education Program please contact Mary Sycks at 508- 
868-8119. Be a part of our parish community! Volunteers are  
essential to our Religious Education Program. Help spread the  
word of God with the children of Immaculate Conception. We  
have training and a wonderful support group to help you with  
this mission. If you are interested in sharing your faith, please  
contact Mary Sycks.

PARTNERS IN CHARITY
Thanks to all our parishioners who have made their gift to the  
2022 Partners in Charity Appeal. Our Parish’s goal is $88,500. To  
date $60,740 has been raised from 107 donors representing 69%  
of our Parish goal. If you have not yet made a gift or pledge,  
please consider making one and visit partners-charity.net to do it  
online, or you can "text to give" by texting DONATE to 84576, or  
call the office at 508-929-4366. Partners in Charity is the Annual  
Appeal for the Diocese of Worcester, serving charitable,  
educational, and pastoral ministries. Thank you! We couldn’t do  
it without you!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT                     6/12/2022
(Amounts Include Electronic Giving)
Sunday Ordinary                                                                            $    2304.00
Diocesan Collections                                                                    $           7.00

DONATE A HYMNAL
Please consider making a donation towards the purchase of the  
updated and revised edition of the hymnals for our parish. You  
can help defray the cost by sponsoring one or more hymnals. The  
donation is $25 per hymnal. If you would like to take this  
opportunity to honor a loved one (living or deceased) a  
dedication label will be placed inside the front cover. Donation of  
a hymnal without a dedication can also be made. Please use one  
or more “Donate a Hymnal” envelope that you can find at the  
end of every pew, and mail it or put in the collection baskets  
along with your donation. We need 302 hymnals. So far, 76 have  
been donated. This hymnal campaign will run through August 31,  
2022. Thank you for your generosity!FRIENDS OF THE POOR WALK

St Vincent de Paul of Immaculate Conception will be hosting a  
Friends of the Poor Walk on Saturday, October 15th,  
2022. Contact Jennefer at the Rectory office at 508-754-8419 if  
you would like to volunteer for this event.

REPAIRS FRONT OF THE CHURCH
Over the next couple of weeks -even months-, you will notice that  
masonry repairs will be done in the front patio of the Church.  
This is due to water that has been leaking into the Church  
basement restrooms and causing significant damage to the  
ceiling. If not contained or stopped, this water damage leak can  
lead to more extensive problems beyond cosmetic ceiling stains,  
including compromising the basement’s structure and causing  
mold to develop. We apologize for any inconvenience that this  
may cause and thank you for your continued support towards  
our Church building maintenance.

proven the power of the Eucharist. However, perhaps the most  
powerful among these miracles are the instances when a  
consecrated host turns from the appearance of bread into actual  
human flesh and blood. Naturally, the Church takes claims of this  
sort seriously and thus conducts extensive scientific research to  
confirm their validity. The results of these studies are  
astounding. Although these hosts date from as far back as 750 to  
as recent as 2013, the blood type of each host is always AB, and  
the flesh is always tissue from the left ventricle of a human  
heart. Scientists cannot explain the phenomenon, but for those  
who believe, it’s a confirmation that Jesus is indeed present in  
the Eucharist.

 4. It’s good for the soul: The depth of God’s love for you is  
unfathomable. He is the God of the Universe who creates  
everything and holds all in existence, and at the same time, he  
hides in the form of simple bread. Why? Because he desperately  
wants to be with you. He wants to accompany you in this life  
filled with joys and trials. He wants to be physically present to  
you in times of celebration and suffering. This is why he waits for  
you in the tabernacle, adoration chapel, and the Holy Sacrifice of  
the Mass… so he can be with you. God has never promised us  
perfect lives, but he did promise that he would be present in the  
imperfect. The next time you need him, remember that promise.  
Remember our God whose Real Presence is, and always will be,  
with us.

(Continued from previous page)
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STAY IN YOUR
 OWN HOME!

We help with daily activities like

 Personal Care 
 Meal Preparation

 Errands and Transportation
Light Housekeeping 
 Caregiver Respite

Call Today for a Consultation!

John Paul Plouffe
 508-769-6621

www.goldenrule.care

A Shower of Roses
RELIGIOUS SHOP

“Refresh Your Faith  
With A Shower Of Roses”

360 West Boylston Street 
West Boylston MA 01583
Hours: T-F 10-5, Sat. 10-4

508-835-2828
Patricia Quintiliani

Contact Victoria Russo  
to place an ad today! 
vrusso@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6283 

For Your Next Event:
Event Host • DJ Entertainment 

Lighting & Decor • Photo Booths
A/V Production • Event Rentals

Tents, Tables, Chairs, Linen

WEDDINGS | LIFE EVENTS
CORPORATE GALAS 

EVENT RENTALS & LIGHTING

Bookings@AtlasEventGroup.com
Office/Text 508.459.2011

ATLASEVENTGROUP.COM

Dedicated to helping 
individuals & families in 
our community in need
Easy Donation Bin  
Clothing, Textiles, 

and Shoes

Please Donate to the SVDP  
Recycle Bin behind the church 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Immaculate Conception

www.svdpworcester.org • 508-754-8419 
Tax receipts available for monetary donation 

Contact us if someone needs help

Funds raised go to needs 
like fuel, rent, gas, food, 
repairs, and clothing to 
sustain a future store


