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No matter what your present status in the  
Catholic Church, no matter what your  
current family and marital situation, no  
matter what your personal history, age,  
background, race, etc., no matter what  
your own self-image, you are invited,  
welcomed, accepted, loved and respected  
here.

WELCOME!

(P) 508-754-8419  |  (F) 508-459-9815
www.icworc.com  |  icworc@live.com
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday  |  9:30am - 2:30pm 

CONTACT US

LORD’S DAY MASSES
Saturday Vigil  |  4:00pm
Sunday  |  7:30am, 10:00am
WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Thursday  |  9:00am
CONFESSION
Saturday  |  2:45pm - 3:30pm
Other  |  By Appointment
ADORATION
Holy Hour for Priests
Second Friday  |  7:00pm

MASS SCHEDULE

 
 
PASTOR
Rev. Edwin Montana  |  fatheredwin31@gmail.com
PERMANENT DEACONS
Kevin Deignan  |  kdeignan@charter.net
Frank Myska  | Retired
SECRETARY
Jennefer Noberini  |  icworc@live.com
 

PARISH STAFF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & 
SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR
Mary Sycks  |  mks723@msn.com  |  508-868-8119
INTERIM ORGANIST 
Edward Lally 
CANTOR
Bridget Klofft
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
Mark Cutler

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH                      WORCESTER, MA

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
Vigil of 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00pm  | +Shawn Finnegan (12th Anniversary), from Family
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am   | +Anna Gallagher (20th Anniversary), from Family
10:00am  | +Ellen Geheran, from her husband Martin
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
9:00am  | +Martin Geheran (Month Mind), from Family
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, Priest, and Paul Chŏng Ha-sang and  
Companions, Martyrs
9:00am  | +Robert "Butch" and Shirley Burdick, from Delores  
LeClair
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
9:00am  | +Souls in Purgatory
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
9:00am  | +Souls in Purgatory
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Vigil of 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00pm  |  +Margaret Shatos, from Marie Shatos
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am   |  +Souls in Purgatory
10:00am  |  +Mary Carling (5th Anniversary), from the Carling and  
Jennette Families

MASS INTENTIONS

INFANT BAPTISM
Celebrated on Saturdays at 2:00pm or Sundays at 11:30am. Please  
contact the church office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN
From grades Pre-K to 11. Contact our Religious Education  
Administrator, Mary Sycks at 508-868-8119.

RCIA
For adults seeking full admission into the church through baptism,  
confirmation & eucharist. Please call the church office for registration  
which takes place during the month of September.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
For Catholics who received first communion but have not yet been  
confirmed a diocesan-wide adult (18+) Confirmation celebration is  
offered every year in February at the Cathedral of St. Paul in Worcester.  
If interested, please contact the church office.

HOLY ORDERS
To learn more about the Permanent Diaconate, contact Deacon William  
Bilow at 508-929-4335. To learn more about entering the Priesthood,  
contact Rev. Donate Infante at 508-630-4473.

HOLY MATRIMONY 
Contact the Pastor at least six months in advance.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & COMMUNION CALLS
Please call the office when a parishioner is confined at home, in the  
hospital, or placed in a nursing home. If there is an urgent need, dial  
the emergency extension.

CATHOLIC SACRAMENTS

PROTECTING OUR YOUTH AND CHILDREN
If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a priest,  
religious or lay person working for the Church, and you want to share  
feelings of hurt or betrayal, call Cathaleen Peloquin, Victim Services  
Coordinator, Office of Healing and Prevention, 508-929-4363 (direct,  
confidential line).

THIS SUNDAY’S WORD
In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells a parable where a steward’s boss  
one of his master’s debtors “because he had acted shrewdly.”  
Seriously? The kingdom of God is like that? Rewarding a  
dishonest middle management type? What in the world could  
Jesus possibly be getting at here? We are not sure. Jesus  
concludes his parable with this piece of advice for his disciples:  
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and  
love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the  
other.”

The truth is that anyone trying to serve two opposing things can’t  
accomplish that. Sooner or later, you’re going to have to choose.  
You have to choose blame or forgiveness. You have to choose to  
focus on the life without God or the life with God. You have to  
choose to embrace your own God-filled life or examine the lives  
of others you see. You have to choose law or grace.

There are certainly many verses in the Bible about God’s  
judgment, about parables where those who don’t get it, or better  
yet, claim to get it and absolutely miss out on it. But there are  
also many more verses about the ways that God’s grace  
supersedes everything, even the law of judgment. And yet, too  
often, we seem to be hung up on all the wrong things. We seem to  
be focused on telling people how they’re not getting into heaven,  
how they have problems that they have to get fixed before they  
can be made right. We seem more concerned with asking people  
“are you going to heaven or hell?” than “have you loved your  
neighbor this week?” We seem to more caught up in the small  
stuff, and who does what, and what choices a person makes that  
we don’t particularly care for… than we are with the big stuff,  
which can be summed up like this: God is love, and if we are like  
God, then we are love. So, what would it look like if we were  
trustworthy?

What would it look like if we put our own biases aside and really  
presented the gospel of Jesus Christ to each and every person we  
met?

What if we forgave our spouse for their latest mistake, or better  
yet, stopped keeping track of their mistakes?

What if we ignored a person’s sexual preference, past drinking  
history, timeliness, cleanliness, fashion sense, child raising skills,  
or education, and loved them no matter what?

What if we stopped caring whether the other person in the  
conversation was ‘right’ or ‘wrong,’ but listened to what we could  
learn from their life, even if they were Republican or Democrat?

What if we discontinued our need to compare ourselves to others  
in weight, job performance, marriage, possessions, salary, and  
lifestyle?

What if we stopped worrying about where someone was from, or  
what car they drove, and respected them simply because God  
chose to give them life?

What if we actually loved ourselves in spite of all of those things?

The shrewdness of the kingdom of God is that it fines a laser-like  
light on what the ‘main thing’ is: God loved us enough to make  
the world. God loved us enough that he sent Jesus to show us  
what love looks like. God loves us enough to chase after us to  
establish, maintain, and grow a relationship with us. God’s grace.  
That’s the main thing. So, may grace grow… in all of us!



HYMNAL READINGS:  1022
Sunday:               Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8/1 Tm 2:1-8/
                                Lk 16:1-13
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:            Prv 3:27-34/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday:           Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44/
                             Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday:     Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Mt 9:9-13 
Thursday:         Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17bc/
                            Lk 9:7-9 
Friday:               Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday:         Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17/
                            Lk 9:43b-45 
Next Sunday:   Am 6:1a, 4-7/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10/1 Tm 6:11-16/
                            Lk 16:19-31

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time                           September 18, 2022

REST IN PEACE
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Joseph Desape, and  
Alice Hanlon, and keep their families in your prayers during this  
time of loss. May God grant them hope and strength in the days  
ahead.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Religious Education classes take place Sunday, September 18th  
at 8:45AM-9:45AM for children in grades K-9 and 11:15AM- 
12:15PM for Confirmation Students. If you have not registered  
your child for classes it is not too late! Please contact Mary Sycks  
at 508-868-8119 for more information.

STAR STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Our Student of the Week is Noah Legasey! Noah is a third grade  
student in our Religious Education Program. He is a star student  
in class. He participates fully and loves to talk about our faith.  
Noah attends Mass weekly with his family and can be seen  
helping at many parish activities. Noah became an Altar Server  
over the summer. He has embraced Alter Serving with a  
vengeance. He considers it a gift to be an Altar Server and loves to  
serve the Lord. He shares his faith with his family and friends.  
Congratulations Noah!

YOUTH GROUP
All students in grades 7-12 are welcome to attend the Youth  
Group meeting on Sunday, October 2nd at 1:00pm in the Father  
Connors Center. We will plan the fun activities, community  
service and field trips together. Pizza and soft drinks will be  
served. We hope to see you there! Please contact Mary Sycks at  
mks723@msn.com or 508-868-8119 with any questions.

CHILDRENS LITURGY OF THE WORD
We are very excited to bring back the Children's Liturgy of the  
Word to the 10:00AM Mass. Children's Liturgy of the Word  is an  
opportunity for our young parishioners to hear the Word of God  
proclaimed on their level while participating in engaging  
activities, music ministry, and learning the parts of the Mass.  
Children that participate in the Children's Liturgy of the Word will  
process out of Mass to the Church Basement before the First  
Reading and return back to Mass following the Prayers of the  
Faithful.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT                      9/04/2022
(Amounts Include Electronic Giving) 
Sunday Ordinary                                                                            $    3,683.00
Holy Days                                                                                           $          55.00
Diocesan Collections                                                                    $          20.00
Food Pantry Donation                                                                  $        250.00

SEX EDUCATION
How high is the risk for Sexually Transmitted Diseases? Under the  
Worcester Public Schools sex-ed curriculum being taught again  
this Fall, the answer key for 7th Grade Teachers lists "bathing  
together" and "mutual masturbation" as having "no risk for  
STDs.” Anal sex and oral sex using condoms are labeled "low risk”  
for STDs. Please see the Rights, Respect, Responsibility sex- 
education curriculum on the publisher's website at  
https://www.3rs.org/3rs-curric-search to see what else your 12  
and 13 year old sons and daughters will be taught this year.  
Massachusetts law gives parents the right to opt their children  
out of sex-ed programs. NEW OPT-OUT FORMS MUST BE  
SUBMITTED EACH YEAR. Optout forms are available at your local  
Worcester parish. Please share this information with friends and  
neighbors who may be unaware of the content of this program or  
of their rights as parents to opt their child out. Thank you.

BIBLE STUDY IN OCTOBER
All are invited to participate in a presentation and discussion of  
Saint Paul’s First Letter to Timothy on Tuesday evenings,  
October 4, 11, 18, and 25 in the church Sacristy from 6:30 pm to  
7:30 pm.  A ramp to the sacristy will facilitate handicap access.   
Paul’s message to Timothy two thousand years ago is still most  
valuable for followers of Jesus Christ today.  Frank McGuire will  
serve as presenter and discussion moderator.

C. HENRY MASON - THANK YOU
After almost 20 years being our Music Director, Henry has moved  
to a new job opportunity. Our Parish has been blessed to have  
him as the leader of our music ministry. Not only has he been an  
outstanding musician but one who truly serves the liturgical life  
of the Church! Thank you, Henry for your service and dedication  
all these years. We wish you all God’s blessings.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS - RCIA
This is a process open to all those who want to be a member of  
the Roman Catholic Church. Those invited to participate in the  
RCIA process are:
• Children 7 years old and older who have not been baptized.
• Adults, 16 years of age and older, who have not been baptized,  
received their First Holy Communion, or Confirmation.
• Adults belonging to another Christian Faith who wish to become  
Catholic and be received into the Roman Catholic Church.
This program starts in October and culminates with the reception  
of the Sacraments at the Easter Vigil. Please contact Fr. Edwin for  
registration.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT                      9/11/2022
(Amounts Include Electronic Giving)
Sunday Ordinary                                                                            $    3,473.00
Holy Days                                                                                           $          20.00
Diocesan Collections                                                                    $          20.00
Food Pantry Donation                                                                  $       500.00
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STAY IN YOUR
 OWN HOME!

We help with daily activities like

 Personal Care 
 Meal Preparation

 Errands and Transportation
Light Housekeeping 
 Caregiver Respite

Call Today for a Consultation!

John Paul Plouffe
 508-769-6621

www.goldenrule.care

A Shower of Roses
RELIGIOUS SHOP

“Refresh Your Faith  
With A Shower Of Roses”

360 West Boylston Street 
West Boylston MA 01583
Hours: T-F 10-5, Sat. 10-4

508-835-2828
Patricia Quintiliani

Contact Victoria Russo  
to place an ad today! 
vrusso@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6283 

For Your Next Event:
Event Host • DJ Entertainment 

Lighting & Decor • Photo Booths
A/V Production • Event Rentals

Tents, Tables, Chairs, Linen

WEDDINGS | LIFE EVENTS
CORPORATE GALAS 

EVENT RENTALS & LIGHTING

Bookings@AtlasEventGroup.com
Office/Text 508.459.2011

ATLASEVENTGROUP.COM

Dedicated to helping 
individuals & families in 
our community in need
Easy Donation Bin  
Clothing, Textiles, 

and Shoes

Please Donate to the SVDP  
Recycle Bin behind the church 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Immaculate Conception

www.svdpworcester.org • 508-754-8419 
Tax receipts available for monetary donation 

Contact us if someone needs help

Funds raised go to needs 
like fuel, rent, gas, food, 
repairs, and clothing to 
sustain a future store


