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No matter what your present status in the  
Catholic Church, no matter what your  
current family and marital situation, no  
matter what your personal history, age,  
background, race, etc., no matter what  
your own self-image, you are invited,  
welcomed, accepted, loved and respected  
here.

WELCOME!

(P) 508-754-8419  |  (F) 508-459-9815
www.icworc.com  |  icworc@live.com
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday  |  9:30am - 2:30pm 

CONTACT US

LORD’S DAY MASSES
Saturday Vigil  |  4:00pm
Sunday  |  7:30am, 10:00am
WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Thursday  |  9:00am
CONFESSION
Saturday  |  2:45pm - 3:30pm
Other  |  By Appointment
ADORATION
Holy Hour for Priests
Second Friday  |  7:00pm

MASS SCHEDULE

 
 
PASTOR
Rev. Edwin Montana  |  fatheredwin31@gmail.com
PERMANENT DEACONS
Kevin Deignan  |  kdeignan@charter.net
Frank Myska  | Retired
SECRETARY
Jennefer Noberini  |  icworc@live.com
 

PARISH STAFF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & 
SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR
Mary Sycks  |  mks723@msn.com  |  508-868-8119
MUSIC DIRECTOR
Robert G. Carson
CANTOR
Bridget Klofft
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
Mark Cutler

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH                      WORCESTER, MA

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17
Vigil of 4th Sunday of Advent
4:00pm  |  +Martin Geheran, from Family
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
4th Sunday of Advent
7:30am   | +Muriel Foley Casey (29th Anniversary), from Mike  
Casey and Family 
10:00am  | +Shirley Killeen (1st Anniversary), from Family
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19
9:00am  | +Robert "Butch" and Shirley Burdick, from Delores
LeClair
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20
9:00am  | +Cecelia Geheran, from her husband Martin
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21
9:00am  | 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22
9:00am  | 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24
Vigil of Christmas
4:00pm  |  +Daniel Butler, from his uncle Martin
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
7:30am   | 
10:00am  | For All Parishioners
 

INFANT BAPTISM
Celebrated on Saturdays at 2:00pm or Sundays at 11:30am. Please  
contact the church office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN
From grades Pre-K to 11. Contact our Religious Education  
Administrator, Mary Sycks at 508-868-8119.

RCIA
For adults seeking full admission into the church through baptism,  
confirmation & eucharist. Please call the church office for registration  
which takes place during the month of September.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
For Catholics who received first communion but have not yet been  
confirmed a diocesan-wide adult (18+) Confirmation celebration is  
offered every year in February at the Cathedral of St. Paul in  
Worcester. If interested, please contact the church office.

HOLY ORDERS
To learn more about the Permanent Diaconate, contact Deacon  
William Bilow at 508-929-4335. To learn more about entering the  
Priesthood, contact Rev. Donate Infante at 508-630-4473.

HOLY MATRIMONY 
Contact the Pastor at least six months in advance.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & COMMUNION CALLS
Please call the office when a parishioner is confined at home, in the  
hospital, or placed in a nursing home. If there is an urgent need, dial  
the emergency extension.

CATHOLIC SACRAMENTS

THIS SUNDAY'S WORD
Try to imagine Joseph’s dilemma. He loved Mary, but suddenly  
she was pregnant. And Joseph knew that he was not the father.  
So his first thought was not to chastise her, question her, or  
ridicule her. Instead, the Gospel says that Joseph was “unwilling  
to expose her to shame.” This is a beautiful statement about the  
mercy and goodness of Saint Joseph. Instead of being self- 
concerned, his concern was for Mary not to experience shame at  
this unexpected pregnancy. But of course the story goes much  
further. The angel appeared to Joseph in a dream, explaining to  
him that “it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been  
conceived in her” and that this Child “will save his people from  
their sins.” Joseph’s response, as quoted above, was to then do  
“as the angel of the Lord had commanded him” and to take Mary  
and her new child into his home. Therefore, this Gospel passage  
for today reveals to us the mercy of Joseph as well as his fidelity  
to the will of God, no matter what God asked of him. These two  
qualities will greatly assist our lives, also, if we can strive to  
imitate Saint Joseph.

First, we all need to have mercy in life. Too often when we have  
conflict in life, or are faced with some unexpected difficulty, we  
turn our eyes in upon ourselves. But a merciful heart never thinks  
about itself first. Instead, it thinks about the other and is fully  
detached from its own feelings to the point that the merciful soul  
is able to desire mercy for everyone, even those who have hurt it.  
Of course, our Blessed Mother did not do anything to hurt Saint  
Joseph, but before he understood how she became pregnant, he  
certainly would have been tempted to be upset and hurt by her  
unexpected pregnancy. Thus, in imitation of Saint Joseph, we  
must always seek to have a heart full of mercy.

Perhaps Saint Joseph’s crowning virtue was his fidelity—not only  
to his new wife, but also to the will of God as it was revealed to  
Him through the mediation of this angel. And though we do not  
have angels appearing to us in dreams in the same way, we are  
gifted with the Gospels, the teachings of the Church and the lives  
of the saints to lead us into God’s will. Additionally, when we are  
truly open, God will certainly communicate to us His perfect will  
for our lives through our prayer and in our consciences. Our only  
duty must be unwavering fidelity to all that God speaks.

Reflect, today, upon these two virtues of Saint Joseph and  
consider how well you live them in your life. Do you show mercy  
to all, no matter what? Do you allow yourself time to try to  
understand other people and their circumstances before making  
quick judgment? Do you cultivate the virtue of fidelity to the will  
of God?



Hymnal Readings:  867 
Sunday:             Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/Rom 1:1-7/
                              Mt 1:18-24
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday:            Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/
                              Lk 1:5-25 
Tuesday:           Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38 
Wednesday:    Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/
                              Lk 1:39-45
Thursday:         1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Lk 1:46-56 
Friday:                Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/
                              Lk 1:57-66 
Saturday:          2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29/
                              Lk 1:67-79
Next Sunday:  Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14

Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                     December 18, 2022

REST IN PEACE
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Carolyn Cowal, and keep  
her family in your prayers during this time of loss. May God grant  
them hope and strength in the days ahead.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
All Religious Education students will be meeting in the Church  
Basement at 8:30am on Sunday, December 19th to participate in  
the Children's Christmas Pageant.

Children's Christmas Pageant
Please join us on Sunday December 18th at 9:15am for the  
Children's Christmas Pageant. We hope that everyone will be able  
to join us for this very special event. The pageant will take place  
in the church. Please stay for the 10:00am Mass following the  
Christmas Pageant for the Children's Liturgy.

THANK YOU
The St. Vincent de Paul Society of Immaculate Conception would  
like to thank all who assisted with our recent efforts to help our  
neighbors in need. A special thank you to parishioners who  
donated turkeys, and to the Religious Education students and  
families who baked pies for the Thanksgiving Turkey baskets. The  
winter clothing drive clothing is being distributed, and your food  
donations are helping keep our rectory food pantry prepared for  
those who use it.

CHRISTMAS & SOLEMNITY OF MARY (NEW YEAR’S)
This year, both Christmas and the Solemnity of Mary are on a  
Sunday. Here at Immaculate Conception, we will observe our  
regular weekend Mass schedule to celebrate both Holy Days.  
Please join us to commemorate the Solemnities of the Nativity of  
Our Lord and the Motherhood of Mary.

WINTER MASS CANCELLATION POLICY
If Worcester Public Schools are CLOSED because of inclement  
weather, daily Mass WILL NOT be celebrated and the Parish Office  
will be closed on that day. If school opening is DELAYED, daily  
Mass WILL BE celebrated and the office will open as usual.  
Weekend Masses will always be celebrated, unless there is a  
travel ban issued. Please take care of yourself and those around  
you during the winter months, especially by using common  
sense.

Exposition and Rosary in Worcester
Please join us for a Holy Hour with Exposition of the Blessed  
Sacrament at Our Lady Of the Angels Church, Worcester on  
Sunday Dec. 18 at 2 pm. We will pray the Flame of Love Rosary  
and have silent adoration time with the Lord

The "O ANTIPHONS” of Advent
The Roman Church has been singing the "O" Antiphons since at  
least the eighth century. They are the antiphons that accompany  
the Magnificat canticle of Evening Prayer from December 17-23.  
They are a magnificent theology that uses ancient biblical  
imagery drawn from the messianic hopes of the Old Testament to  
proclaim the coming Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old  
Testament hopes, but present ones as well. Their repeated use of  
the imperative "Come!" embodies the longing of all for the Divine  
Messiah.

December 17
O Wisdom of our God Most High,
guiding creation with power and love:
come to teach us the path of knowledge!
December 18
O Leader of the House of Israel,
giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:
come to rescue us with your mighty power!
December 19
O Root of Jesse’s stem,
sign of God’s love for all his people:
come to save us without delay!
December 20
O Key of David,
opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom:
come and free the prisoners of darkness!
December 21
O Radiant Dawn,
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:
come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the
shadow of death.
December 22
O King of all nations and keystone of the Church:
come and save man, whom you formed from the dust!
December 23
O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law:
come to save us, Lord our God!
—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers Reflection
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STAY IN YOUR
 OWN HOME!

We help with daily activities like

 Personal Care 
 Meal Preparation

 Errands and Transportation
Light Housekeeping 
 Caregiver Respite

Call Today for a Consultation!

John Paul Plouffe
 508-769-6621

www.goldenrule.care

A Shower of Roses
RELIGIOUS SHOP

“Refresh Your Faith  
With A Shower Of Roses”

360 West Boylston Street 
West Boylston MA 01583
Hours: T-F 10-5, Sat. 10-4

508-835-2828
Patricia Quintiliani

Contact Victoria Russo  
to place an ad today! 
vrusso@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6283 

For Your Next Event:
Event Host • DJ Entertainment 

Lighting & Decor • Photo Booths
A/V Production • Event Rentals

Tents, Tables, Chairs, Linen

WEDDINGS | LIFE EVENTS
CORPORATE GALAS 

EVENT RENTALS & LIGHTING

Bookings@AtlasEventGroup.com
Office/Text 508.459.2011

ATLASEVENTGROUP.COM

Dedicated to helping 
individuals & families in 
our community in need
Easy Donation Bin  
Clothing, Textiles, 

and Shoes

Please Donate to the SVDP  
Recycle Bin behind the church 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Immaculate Conception

www.svdpworcester.org • 508-754-8419 
Tax receipts available for monetary donation 

Contact us if someone needs help

Funds raised go to needs 
like fuel, rent, gas, food, 
repairs, and clothing to 
sustain a future store


