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No matter what your present status in the  
Catholic Church, no matter what your  
current family and marital situation, no  
matter what your personal history, age,  
background, race, etc., no matter what  
your own self-image, you are invited,  
welcomed, accepted, loved and respected  
here.

WELCOME!

(P) 508-754-8419  |  (F) 508-459-9815
www.icworc.com  |  icworc@live.com
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday  |  9:30am - 2:30pm 
 

CONTACT US

LORD’S DAY MASSES
Saturday Vigil  |  4:00pm
Sunday  |  7:30am, 10:00am
WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Thursday  |  9:00am
CONFESSION
Saturday  |  2:45pm - 3:30pm
Other  |  By Appointment
ADORATION
Holy Hour for Priests
Second Friday  |  7:00pm

MASS SCHEDULE

 
 
PASTOR
Rev. Edwin Montana  |  fatheredwin31@gmail.com
PERMANENT DEACONS
Kevin Deignan  |  kdeignan@charter.net
Frank Myska  | Retired
SECRETARY
Jennefer Noberini  |  icworc@live.com
 

PARISH STAFF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & 
SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR
Mary Sycks  |  mks723@msn.com  |  508-868-8119
MUSIC DIRECTOR
Robert G. Carson
CANTOR
Bridget Klofft
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
Mark Cutler

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH                      WORCESTER, MA

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
Vigil of 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00pm  |  Clemencia Marin on her birthday, from Alejandro and  
Ana Castro
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am | 
10:00am | +Earl Finne (2nd Anniversary), from Family
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
9:00am  |  
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
9:00am  |  
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
St. John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
9:00am  | 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
9:00am  | 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
Vigil of 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00pm  |  
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am | 
10:00am |  +Shawn Finnegan (13th Anniversary), from the  
Finnegan Family

INFANT BAPTISM
Celebrated on Saturdays at 2:00pm or Sundays at 11:30am. Please  
contact the church office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN
From grades Pre-K to 11. Contact our Religious Education  
Administrator, Mary Sycks at 508-868-8119.

RCIA
For adults seeking full admission into the church through baptism,  
confirmation & eucharist. Please call the church office for registration  
which takes place during the month of September.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
For Catholics who received first communion but have not yet been  
confirmed a diocesan-wide adult (18+) Confirmation celebration is  
offered every year in February at the Cathedral of St. Paul in  
Worcester. If interested, please contact the church office.

HOLY ORDERS
To learn more about the Permanent Diaconate, contact Deacon  
William Bilow at 508-929-4335. To learn more about entering the  
Priesthood, contact Rev. Donate Infante at 508-630-4473.

HOLY MATRIMONY 
Contact the Pastor at least six months in advance.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & COMMUNION CALLS
Please call the office when a parishioner is confined at home, in the  
hospital, or placed in a nursing home. If there is an urgent need, dial  
the emergency extension.

CATHOLIC SACRAMENTS

 (Continued on next page)

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
(Psalm 95) 

THE SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY
The Spiritual Works of Mercy have long been a part of the  
Christian tradition, appearing in the works of theologians and  
spiritual writers throughout history.  Just as Jesus attended to  
the spiritual well-being of those he ministered to, these  
Spiritual Works of Mercy guide us to "help our neighbor in their  
spiritual needs". The seven Spiritual Works of Mercy are listed  
below.  After each work of mercy there are also suggestions and  
words of advice for living them out in our daily lives.

Counseling the doubtful
Everyone has moments of doubt in their faith journey.   
Nevertheless, we should always remember that Christ is the  
Way, the Truth, and the Life and turn to him along our way.
• Listen to counsel and receive instruction, that you may  

eventually become wise" (Prov 19:20)
• The Cross of Christ "the foolishness of God is wiser than  

human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than  
human strength" (1 Cor 1:25)

• Has someone asked you for advice? Orient your response to  
Christ, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life

• Follow Christ with the witness of your life so that others may  
see God's love revealed in your actions

• Accompany a friend who is struggling with believing to join a  
parish group for service or faith formation, share a book you  
found useful in dealing with your friend's faith concern, and  
worship at Sunday Mass

Instructing the ignorant
Learn about our faith and be open to talking with others about  
our beliefs.  There is always something more to discover about  
our faith.
• Go on a service trip or short-term mission trip.  No time?  

Donate to support someone on their service trip
• Volunteer to help with religious education programs at your  

parish
• Invite someone to go to mass with you this weekend
• Know your faith! Read and find out more about the Catholic  

faith and how to live it
Admonishing the sinner
Do not judge, but be supportive in helping others find their way  
and correct their mistakes.  Together we can learn to walk more  
closely with Christ.
• In humility we must strive to create a culture that does not  

accept sin, while realizing that we all fall at times
• Don't judge, but guide others towards the path of salvation  

(see Mt 7:1-2)
• When you correct someone, don't be arrogant. We are all in  

need of God's loving correction.
• We should journey together to a deeper understanding of our  

shared faith 
• "Remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then you will  

see clearly to remove the splinter from your brother's eye"  
(Mt 7:5)

Comforting the sorrowful
Be open to listening and comforting those who are dealing with  
grief. Even if we aren't sure of the right words to say, our  
presence can make a big difference. 



The Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time                  September 10, 2023

(Continued from previous page)

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
The Opening Class and Family Kick-Off for Religious Education  
classes take place on Sunday, September 10th,  8:45AM-9:45AM  
for children in K through 10th grade. Parents, please plan on  
staying for the opening prayer, to meet your child's teacher and  
for a short presentation. Registration forms and the RE class  
calendar are on the Immaculate Conception website.  All children  
are welcome to attend Religious Education Classes and will not  
be denied participation due to financial hardship. If you are new  
to the parish, and have a child entering K-10th grade, and would  
like to know more about our Religious Education Program  
please contact Mary Sycks at 508-868-8119. 

Children in second grade will begin preparing for the sacraments  
of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion on Sunday,  
September 10th. Students in 11th grade will begin preparation  
for the sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday, September 10th  
at 11:15AM.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY MEETING
The next St. Vincent de Paul group meeting will be Thursday,  
September 14th at 6:00pm in the Coffee Shop. 

Hymnal Readings: 994
Sunday:             Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 13:8-10/
                              Mt 18:15-20
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:            Col 1:24—2:3/Ps 62:6-7, 9/Lk 6:6-11
Tuesday:           Col 2:6-15/Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11/Lk 6:12-19 
Wednesday:    Col 3:1-11/Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab/Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday:         Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38/
                              Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17
Friday:               1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11/
                             Jn 19:25-27
Saturday:         1 Tm 1:15-17/Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 6-7/Lk 6:43-49
Next Sunday:  Sir 27:30-28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12/
                              Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35

FRIENDS OF THE POOR WALK
St Vincent de Paul of Immaculate Conception will be hosting the  
second annual Friends of the Poor Walk on Saturday, September  
23rd, 2023. Please join us for a family friendly fundraising event  
that helps people in our community. Register for the walk or  
donate at: www.fopwalk.org/event/2846, and share the link with  
friends and family! 

HELPING HANDS GROUP
Come join us Saturday, September 16th after the 4pm Mass in  
the church basement. We will be making hats, scarves, mittens,  
and gloves that can help homeless individuals. For more  
information contact Alejandro and Ana at 909-519-7663

CATHOLIC WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 
This year’s Women's Conference will be on October 7. All women  
are invited to the Worcester Catholic Women's Conference, “Male  
& Female He Created Them”, to be held at St. Joseph School in  
Webster. Hear dynamic talks from Catholic leaders, Dr. Deborah  
Savage, Dr. Christopher Klofft, Fr. Derek Mobilio, Fr. Colin  
Blatchford, and Patricia Sandoval. Diocesan priests will hear  
confessions and there will be many interesting exhibitors. Bishop  
McManus will celebrate Mass. For more information and to  
register, visit our website at www.wcwconference.com. Our Parish  
will donate 10 tickets to attend this conference; tickets are on first  
come, first served basis. Each ticket includes a lunch. If you have  
any interest in attending, please email Bridget Klofft at  
bridgetbakes@yahoo.com, no later than September 17.

PRO-LIFE BABY SHOWER 
Immaculate Conception parishioners and friends are invited to  
help “Problem Pregnancy,” a Worcester Pro-Life non-profit which  
provides support to pregnant moms before and after the birth of  
their child. You may donate from the list below, bring the  
unwrapped items to the Church side door, near the ramp on  
9/30 & 10/1. Thank you!
• Diapers:  size newborn, sizes 4 and 5.
• Baby towels, Crib sheets, Pacifiers, Baby toiletries
• Winter baby clothes size 0 to 12 months
• Any else (new) baby-related.  
• Monetary donations welcome also.

 
• Lend a listening ear to those going through a tough time
• Make a home cooked meal for a friend who is facing a difficult  

time
•  Write a letter or send a card to someone who is suffering
• A few moments of your day may make a lifetime of difference  

to someone who is going through a difficult time
Forgiving injuries
Forgiving others is difficult at times because we do not have  
God's limitless mercy and compassion.  But Jesus teaches us that  
we should forgive as God forgives, relying on him to help us  
show others the mercy of God
• Let go of grudges
• Saying sorry is something we learn as kids, but how often do  

we really mean it? Forgiveness transforms hearts and lives
• Make a good confession 
• Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet
Bearing wrongs patiently
Do not be bitter about wrongs done against you.  Place your  
hope in God so that you can endure the troubles of this world  
and face them with a compassionate spirit. 
Frustrated with someone? Step away from the situation, take a  
few deep breaths, pray the Our Father, asking God for patience
Praying for the living and the dead
Prayer is one of the most powerful ways we can support others.   
Joining together in prayer for the living and the dead entrusts us  
all into God's care.
• Request a mass intention for a friend or family member who is  

going through a tough time
• Request a mass intention for a friend or family member who  

has passed away
• Keep your own book of prayer intentions, writing down the  

names of those who you are keeping in your prayers
• Ask a friend or family member if there is anything you can  

pray for them about
• Through prayer, entrust your cares and concerns for those  

around you to God
(Source: USCCB)
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A Showerof Roses
RELIGIOUS SHOP

“Refresh Your Faith  
With A Shower Of Roses”

360 West Boylston Street 
West Boylston MA 01583
Hours: T-F 10-5, Sat. 10-4

508-835-2828
Patricia Quintiliani

Dedicated to helping 
individuals & families in 
our community in need
Easy Donation Bin  
Clothing, Textiles, 

and Shoes

Please Donate to the SVDP  
Recycle Bin behind the church 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Immaculate Conception

www.svdpworcester.org • 508-754-8419 
Tax receipts available for monetary donation 

Contact us if someone needs help

Funds raised go to needs 
like fuel, rent, gas, food, 
repairs, and clothing to 
sustain a future store

Do Good. Feel Good. 
Help someone in your community today

Volunteer with the blind in Worcester county
www.mabvi.org or email us at volunteer@mabvi.org

CONTACT ME  
Bill Ames

 
bames@4LPi.com  

(800) 477-4574 x6424

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!


