IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH

353 GROVE STREET, WORCESTER, MA 01605

WELCOME! . \
No matter what your present status in ..
-y

the Catholic Church, no matter what
your current family and marital
situation, no matter what your personal
history, age, background, race, etc., no
matter what your own self-image, you
are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved
and respected here.

CONTACT US

Phone: 508-754-8419

Fax: 508-459-9815
Website: www.icworc.com
Email: icworc@live.com

OFFICE HOURS
Mon - Wed
9:00am - 2:00pm

MASS SCHEDULE

LORD’S DAY MASSES
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 10:00am

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Thursday: 9:00am

CONFESSION
Saturday: 2:45pm - 3:30pm
Or By Appointment

PARISH STAFF

PASTOR
Rev. Edwin Montana
fatheredwin31@gmail.com

PERMANENT DEACONS

Kevin Deignan | kdeignan@charter.net ~ RELIGIOUS EDUCATION &

Frank Myska | Retired SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR
SECRETARY Mary Sycks | mks723@msn.com | 508-868-8119
Claire Boligan MUSIC DIRECTOR

icworc@live.com Robert G. Carson

BOOKKEEPER CANTOR

Jennefer Noberini Bridget Klofft

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
Mark Cutler



Immaculate Conception Parish

MASS

¥ INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, JUNE 7

Vigil of Pentecost Sunday

4:00pm t Dorothy Kelly, by the family

SUNDAY, JUNE 8

Pentecost Sunday

7:30am T Brian Colonies, Chuck Burns, and
Jeannette Burns, by the family

10:00am T Dr. Helen & Charles Vassallo, by the family

MONDAY, JUNE 9

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church

9:00am Tt David Rocheleau, by the family

TUESDAY, JUNE 10

9:00am T Richard Freeman, by the family

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11

Saint Barnabas, Apostle

9:00 am t Patrick McKeon, by the Freeman family

THURSDAY, JUNE 12

9:00 am t Christine MacDuff Robillard, by the
Freeman family

SATURDAY, JUNE 14

Vigil of The Most Holy Trinity

4:00pm t Robert Erickson, by the Freeman family

SUNDAY, JUNE 15
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The Most Holy Trinity
7:30am T President John F. Kennedy, by a
parishioner

10:00am 1 George J. Williams, by the Freeman family
CATHOLIC SACRAMENTS

INFANT BAPTISM
Celebrated on Saturdays at 2:00pm or Sundays at 11:30am. Please
contact the church office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN

From grades Pre-K to 11. Contact our Religious Education
Administrator, Mary Sycks at 508-868-8119.

OCIA

For adults seeking full admission into the church through baptism,
confirmation & eucharist. Please call the church office for registration
which takes place during September.

ADULT CONFIRMATION

For Catholics who received first communion but have not yet been
confirmed a diocesan-wide adult (18+) Confirmation celebration is
offered every year in February at the Cathedral of St. Paul in Worcester.
If interested, please contact the church office.

HOLY ORDERS

To learn more about the Permanent Diaconate, contact Diaconate
Director Deacon Donald Pegg (617) 794-7702. To learn more about the
Priesthood, contact Rev. Donate Infante at 508-630-4473.

HOLY MATRIMONY

Contact the Pastor at least six months in advance.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & COMMUNION CALLS

Please call the office when a parishioner is confined at home, in the
hospital, or placed in a nursing home. If there is an urgent need, dial
the emergency extension.

Worcester, MA

THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

By Rev. Father Michael Van Sloun

In the reception of the sacrament of confirmation, the person
receives the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, wisdom and
understanding, counsel and strength , knowledge and fear of the
Lord (Is 11:2), and piety. These gifts are not to sit idle or be kept
in storage. Rather, they are to be put to good use so they will
bear much fruit. In his letter to the Galatians, St. Paul lists the
nine fruits of the Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Gal 5:22-
23). These fruits emanate or proceed from the Holy Spirit and
reveal what the Holy Spirit is like. These are the Holy Spirit’s
character traits. And because the Holy Spirit is a Person of the
Most Holy Trinity, and because the three Persons are one, the
fruits reveal what God is like. The grace and power of the Holy
Spirit give increase to these fruits. A confirmed person
cooperates with this grace, and with growth in holiness, these
fruits expand and intensify.

Love. Agape love is the highest form of love, love for both God
and neighbor. It is selfless, focused on the other person, given
freely and gladly without condition or the expectation of
repayment, expressed in service, and willing to suffer on
another’s behalf.

Joy. Joy is an interior contentment that comes from being close
to God and in right relationship with others. Joy also comes with
speaking and upholding the truth, honesty and integrity in
relationships, enduring hardships and decent conduct.

Peace. Peace is the harmony that occurs when justice prevails. It
happens when resources are shared equitably, power is used for
service, interdependence is fostered, information is shared
openly and honestly, the dignity of each person is respected,
legitimate differences are tolerated, the disadvantaged receive
help, hurts are forgiven and the common good is upheld.
Patience. Patience is the virtue of suffering interruption or delay
with composure and without complaint; to suffer annoyance,
insult or mistreatment with self-restraint, refusing to be
provoked; and to suffer burdens and difficult tasks with resolve
and determination. It is also the willingness to slow down for
another’s benefit, to set aside one’s personal plans and
concerns, to go at another’s pace, and to take whatever time is
necessary to address their need.

Kindness. Kindness is a warm and friendly disposition toward
another. A kind person is polite and well mannered, respectful
and considerate, pleasant and agreeable, cheerful and upbeat,
caring and helpful, positive and complimentary.

Generosity. Generosity is a bigheartedness grounded in an
abundance mentality. It is unselfish and expresses itself in
sharing. It is extended to family and friends, strangers, and
particularly those in need, and is offered not only as money, food
and clothing, but also as time shared and assistance provided.
Faithfulness. Faithfulness is demonstrated by loyalty to friends,
duties performed, promises kept, commitments fulfilled,
contracts completed, vows observed and being true to one’s
word.

Gentleness. Gentleness is sensitivity for another person. It is
concerned with another’s welfare, safety and security. It is
grounded in humility. The approach is careful, tender,
considerate, affectionate and mild-mannered, free of all
pushiness, roughness or abrasiveness.

Self-control. Self-control is self-mastery regardless of the
circumstances, to be in control of one’s self rather than to be
controlled by temptations, events or other people, especially
when under pressure or in times of crisis. It is to remain calm,
cool and collected, reasonable and even-tempered; to be alert
and conscious, to proceed with caution and prudence, and to
avoid an impulse or kneejerk response; to be a moderating
influence; and to have the strength and courage to reject evil
and choose good.



Pentecost Sunday

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION 2025-2026
Registration is ongoing for the 2025-2026 Religious Education
year. Classes for children in K through 10th grade take place at
8:45am-9:45am. Classes for students in 11th grade
(Confirmation) take place at 11:00am-12:00pm. All Children in
second grade will begin preparing for the sacraments of
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion in September. All
Students in 11th grade will begin preparation for the sacrament
of Confirmation in September. All children are welcome to attend
Religious Education Classes and will not be denied participation
due to financial hardship. If you are new to the parish, and have a
child entering K-11th grades, and would like to know more about
our Religious Education Program please contact Mary Sycks at
508-868-81109.

Be a part of our parish community! Volunteers are essential to
our Religious Education Program. Help spread the word of God
with the children of Immaculate Conception. We have training
and a wonderful support group to help you with this mission. If
you are interested in sharing your faith, please contact Mary
Sycks.

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED

Altar Servers perform a very important and much needed role
in liturgical services. This role includes assisting the presider so
that the liturgy can be conducted with grace and reverence. It
enables the presider to focus on leading all present through
word, prayer and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

Immaculate Conception is recruiting boys and girls for its Altar
Server Ministry. The Altar Server Ministry is a special opportunity
for children to participate in the life of the parish as they serve
our Lord at the Altar. Altar Servers must be Baptized, have
received their First Holy Communion, and be in the third grade
or higher. Training is required. If you and your child(ren) are
interested in pursuing this ministry, please contact Mary Sycks.

PARTNERS IN CHARITY

Thanks to all our parishioners who have made their gift to the
2025 Partners in Charity Appeal. Our Parish’s goal is $88,500. To
date $69,865 has been raised. If you have not yet made a gift or
pledge, please consider making one and visit partners-
charity.net to do it online, or you can “text to give” by texting
DONATE to 84576, or call the office at 508-929-4366. Thank you!
We couldn’t do it without you!

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS
Jelly/Jam, Canned Carrots, Canned mixed vegetables, Pancake
mix, Gelatin, Canned fruit mix in juice

WOMEN’S PRAYER GROUP

The next gathering of the Women's Prayer Group will be
Saturday, June 14 at 9am in the Coffee Shop. We will pray,
reflect, share, and have coffee. For more info, please email
Bridget Klofft, at bridgetbakes@yahoo.com

G.K. CHESTERTON SOCIETY

The G. K. Chesterton Society of Worcester will be meeting on
Saturday, June 14 at 6:30pm in the church basement. For more
information, email Candace at cjaegle787@gmail.com

WORD OF LIFE

“Dearest St. Joseph... Help us to faithfully commit ourselves to
the service and defense of human life —especially where it is
vulnerable or threatened. Obtain for us the grace to do the will
of God in all things. Amen.”

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities

June 8, 2025

HYMNAL READINGS: 921

Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 3(see
30)/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Rom 8:8-17/Jn
20:19-23 or Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26

Sunday:

Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Ps 87:1-2, 3
and 5, 6-7/Jn 19:25-34
Tuesday: 2 Cor1:18-22/Ps 119:129, 130, 131, 132, 133,

135/Mt 5:13-16
Wednesday: Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3 (580)/Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 8,
9/Mt 5:17-19

Thursday: 2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12,
13-14/Mt 5:20-26
Friday: 2 Cor4:7-15/Ps 116:10-11, 15-16, 17-18/Mt

5:27-32

Lord, send out your Spirit, and re-
new the face of the earth. (Ps. 104)

THANKYOU!

Together, we changed lives this Lent through CRS Rice Bowl.
Our parish collected a total of $243.55 from alms during this
past Lent. Twenty-five percent of every donation stays in your
community to fight hunger and poverty, while 75% supports
Catholic Relief Services programming around the world. THANK
YOU for being a part of this effort!

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the eternal repose of Mildred E. Scannell &
Louise Lekas as we all ask for the consolation of her family dur-
ing this time of loss. May God grant them hope and strength in
the days ahead.

THANKYOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
(AMOUNTS INCLUDE ELECTRONIC GIVING)

Weekend of May 18 & 19, 2025

Sunday Ordinary $  2589.00
Holy Days S 5.00
Weekend of May 25 & 26, 2025

Sunday Ordinary $  2442.00
Holy Days S 41.00
Weekend of June 1 & 2,2025

Sunday Ordinary $  4548.00
Ascension S 731.00
Diocesan Collection $ 195.00
Rice Bowl—Lent S 243.55



