IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH

353 GROVE STREET, WORCESTER, MA 01605

WELCOME!

No matter what your present status in
the Catholic Church, no matter what
your current family and marital
situation, no matter what your personal
history, age, background, race, etc., no
matter what your own self-image, you
are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved
and respected here.

CONTACT US
Phone: 508-754-8419

Fax: 508-459-9815

Website: www.icworc.com
Email: icworc@live.com

OFFICE HOURS
Mon - Wed
9:00am - 2:00pm

MASS SCHEDULE

LORD’S DAY MASSES
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 10:00am

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Thursday: 9:00am e L . : E =R
CONFESSION Y 3~
Saturday: 2:45pm - 3:30pm = . -
Or By Appointment

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
PARISH STAFF “A Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved
PASTOR with compassion at the sight.” - Lk 10:33
Rev. Edwin Montana
fatheredwin31@gmail.com _ A
PERMANENT DEACONS -
Kevin Deignan | kdeignan@charter.net ~ RELIGIOUS EDUCATION &
Frank Myska | Retired SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR
SECRETARY Mary Sycks | mks723@msn.com | 508-868-8119
Claire Boligan MUSIC DIRECTOR
icworc@live.com Robert G. Carson
BOOKKEEPER CANTOR
Jennefer Noberini Bridget Klofft

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
Mark Cutler



Immaculate Conception Parish

¥ INTENTIONS

SATURDAY JULY 12

Vigil of the 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00pm T Yvette Saint Hilaire, by the family
SUNDAY, JULY 13

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:30am

10:00am t Joseph William, by his daughter
MONDAY, JULY 14

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin

9:00am The parishioners of IC

TUESDAY, JULY 15
Saint Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
9:00am

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16

Our Lady of Mount Carmel

9:00 am t Donald C. Rocheleau, by family
THURSDAY, JULY 17

9:00 am t Bernadette Provost, by family
SATURDAY, JULY 19

Vigil of the 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00pm

SUNDAY, JULY 20

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:30am

10:00am t Beverly Freeman, by family

e

CATHOLIC SACRAMENTS

INFANT BAPTISM
Celebrated on Saturdays at 2:00pm or Sundays at 11:30am. Please
contact the church office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN
From grades Pre-K to 11. Contact our Religious Education
Administrator, Mary Sycks at 508-868-8119.

OCIA

For adults seeking full admission into the church through baptism,
confirmation & eucharist. Please call the church office for registration
which takes place during September.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
For Catholics who received first communion but have not yet been
confirmed a diocesan-wide adult (18+) Confirmation celebration is

offered every year in February at the Cathedral of St. Paul in Worcester.

If interested, please contact the church office.

HOLY ORDERS

To learn more about the Permanent Diaconate, contact Diaconate
Director Deacon Donald Pegg (617) 794-7702. To learn more about the
Priesthood, contact Rev. Donate Infante at 508-630-4473.

HOLY MATRIMONY

Contact the Pastor at least six months in advance.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & COMMUNION CALLS

Please call the office when a parishioner is confined at home, in the
hospital, or placed in a nursing home. If there is an urgent need, dial
the emergency extension.

Worcester, MA

ST. KATERI TEKAKWITHA
July 14

St. Kateri Tekakwitha is the first Native American to be
recognized as a saint by the Catholic Church. She was born in
1656, in the Mohawk village of Ossernenon. Her mother was an
Algonquin, who was captured by the Mohawks and who took a
Mohawk chief for her husband.

She contracted smallpox as a four-year-old child which scarred
her skin. The scars were a source of humiliation in her youth. She
was commonly seen wearing a blanket to hide her face. Worse,
her entire family died during the outbreak. Kateri Tekakwitha
was subsequently raised by her uncle, who was the chief of a
Mohawk clan.

Kateri was known as a skilled worker, who was diligent and
patient. However, she refused to marry. When her adoptive
parents proposed a suitor to her, she refused to entertain the
proposal. They punished her by giving her more work to do, but
she did not give in. Instead, she remained quiet and diligent.
Eventually they were forced to relent and accept that she had no
interest in marriage.

At age 19, Kateri Tekakwitha converted to Catholicism, taking a
vow of chastity and pledging to marry only Jesus Christ. Her
decision was very unpopular with her adoptive parents and their
neighbors. Some of her neighbors started rumors of sorcery. To
avoid persecution, she traveled to a Christian native community
south of Montreal.

According to legend, Kateri was very devout and would put
thorns on her sleeping mat. She often prayed for the conversion
of her fellow Mohawks. According to the Jesuit missionaries that
served the community where Kateri lived, she often fasted and
when she would eat, she would taint her food to diminish its
flavor. On at least one occasion, she burned herself. Such self-
mortification was common among the Mohawk.

Kateri was very devout and was known for her steadfast
devotion. She was also very sickly. Her practices of self-
mortification and denial may not have helped her health. Sadly,
just five years after her conversion to Catholicism, she becameill
and passed away at age 24, on April 17, 1680.

Her name, Kateri, is the Mohawk form of Catherine, which she
took from St. Catherine of Siena.

St. Kateri Tekakwitha was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI on
Oct. 21, 2012. She is the patroness of ecology and the
environment, people in exile and Native Americans.

(cathollc org)




15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION 2025-2026
Registration is ongoing for the 2025-2026 Religious Education
year. Classes for children in K through 10th grade take place at
8:45am-9:45am. Classes for students in 11th grade
(Confirmation) take place at 11:00am-12:00pm. All Children in
second grade will begin preparing for the sacraments of
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion in September. All
Students in 11th grade will begin preparation for the sacrament
of Confirmation in September. All children are welcome to attend
Religious Education Classes and will not be denied participation
due to financial hardship. If you are new to the parish, and have a
child entering K-11th grades, and would like to know more about
our Religious Education Program please contact Mary Sycks at
508-868-81109.

Be a part of our parish community! Volunteers are essential to
our Religious Education Program. Help spread the word of God
with the children of Immaculate Conception. We have training
and a wonderful support group to help you with this mission. If
you are interested in sharing your faith, please contact Mary
Sycks.

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED

Altar Servers perform a very important and much needed role
in liturgical services. This role includes assisting the presider so
that the liturgy can be conducted with grace and reverence. It
enables the presider to focus on leading all present through
word, prayer and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

Immaculate Conception is recruiting boys and girls for its Altar
Server Ministry. The Altar Server Ministry is a special opportunity
for children to participate in the life of the parish as they serve
our Lord at the Altar. Altar Servers must be Baptized, have
received their First Holy Communion, and be in the third grade or
higher. Training is required. If you and your child(ren) are
interested in pursuing this ministry, please contact Mary Sycks.

PARTNERS IN CHARITY

Thanks to all our parishioners who have made their gift to the
2025 Partners in Charity Appeal. Our Parish’s goal is $88,500. To
date $73,285 has been raised. If you have not yet made a gift or
pledge, please consider making one and visit partners-
charity.net to do it online, or you can “text to give” by texting
DONATE to 84576, or call the office at 508-929-4366. Thank you!
We couldn’t do it without you!

PRAYER ROOM DEDICATION

Please join us on as we honor the memory of our former
pastor Fr. Walter Riley, on Sunday, July 13 after the 10am
Mass. We will go the prayer room and bless it in his honor and
will add the framed Apostolic Blessing he received from Pope
Francis on the 10th anniversary of his ordination. All are
welcome.

SAVE THE DATES

September 20 : Pasta Night

October 25: Trunk or Treat

November 1: End-of-Life Presentation

November 22 : Church Fair

More information to come

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact
Alejandro 909-519-7663

THANKYOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
(AMOUNTS INCLUDE ELECTRONIC GIVING)

Weekend of June 28 & 29, 2025

Sunday Ordinary $  2,993.00
Peter’s Pence $  355.00
Weekend of July 5 & 6, 2025
Sunday Ordinary $  2,588.00
S. Sudan Missions $ 1510.00

July 13, 2025

HYMNAL READINGS: 972

Sunday: Dt 30:10-14/Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34,
36, 37 (see 33)/Col 1:15-20/Lk 10:25-37

Monday:  Ex 1:8-14,22/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8/Mt
10:34—11:1

Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a/Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34/Mt
11:20-24

Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6,9-12/Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6-7/Mt
11:25-27

Thursday:  Ex 3:13-20/Ps 105:1 and 5, 8-9, 24-25, 26-
27/Mt 11:28-30

Friday: Ex 11:10—12:14/Ps 116:12-13, 15 and
16bc, 17-18/Mt 12:1-8

Turn to the Lovd in your need, and
you will (ive. (Ps. 69)

GOSPEL REFLECTION

| used to be a bad neighbor. I’d get wrapped up in my life and
ignore those around me. Then | found sage advice from
Benjamin Franklin to this effect: to be a better neighbor, ask
someone to do a favor for you. It’s counterintuitive, isn’t it? Tell
strangers that | need their help? Yuck. I’ll risk looking needy.
Worse, I’ll be indebted to them. But | tried it, and it works like a
charm. Recently | asked my neighbor Alan for a hacksaw, and
Inga for an egg. They kindly obliged, and our friendship is
growing.

This week we hear a scribe of the law cynically ask Jesus, “And
who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29). Like him, we prefer to
keep the list of our “neighbors” as short as possible. It requires
less interruption and inconvenience. But when Jesus tells the
parable of the Good Samaritan, he exposes the lonely, cold-
heartedness tendency of the scribe’s (and our) heart. My
“neighbor” is anyone | encounter who manifests a concrete
need. There isn’t time to require any other credential because
human need opens us to the happy reciprocity which is love.

Jesus’ words challenge us this week to ask a neighbor for help
in some small way. How marvelous that God himself shows us
how. He moves into our world and asks us to love Him with
small deeds of love. Maybe that’s where Ben Franklin got the
idea.

— Father John Muir

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

- Pancake mix, Canned Chili Beans, Jam/Jelly, Spaghetti Sauce,
Canned Tuna/Chicken, Spam, Boxed Rice Pilaf (not bagged),
Syrup, Ready Made Frosting, Granola Bars, Cookies/Crackers,




